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which wilt soon bring its own reward in a more extended know* 
ledge of plants and perhaps lead on to the consul&ion of the 
several ^cellent Floras^ a selection of which is given on page xiv. 

With this object in view, therefore, particular attention has been 
paid to the illustration of dissections of important parts of tte 
flowers, fruits, and seeds, such as may be seen by the use of a sharp 
penknife or old razor-blade and a watchmaker’s eye-glass or a 
hand-lens. These usually show the more important characters of 
the genus and family. Perspective has sometimes been sacrificed 
in order to display clearly the shapif.s of leaves and other features 
which are of primary importance for recognizing the species. 

In order to use the key it will be necessary to dissect or study a 
sectional drawing of a simple type of flower, and for this purpose 
none is better or more easily obtainable than that of a common 
buttercup as shown in the illustration below. 



petals 

stamens 

carpels 

sepals^ 


The five outermost green parts are the sepals (collectively called 
the calyx\ the five yellow organs are, as everyone knows, the 
petals (forming the corolla), in this case with a nectary at the base 
of each; next in succession are the numerous stamens, consisting 
of a filament (stalk) and anther (pollen carrier), and finally a num- 
ber of small green parts in the middle and arranged in a spiral, the 
carpels. These carpels in the buttercup are free from one another, 
but in most other flowers they are few and joined together to 
form a single ovary. Jt may be useful to know, but not essential, 
t^t the stamens are the male element of the flower and collec- 
tively form the androcciunu whilst the carpels with their potential 
seeds, the ovules, represent the female pait and arc known as the 
gynaecium. 

Having carried out this operation or observation, it should not 
be too difficult, e^ecialJy after a little practice, to make use of the 
simple type of key beginning on page xvii and 'run down’ the 
majority of Briti^ wild flowers. Having followed tlie key to the 


place indicated by the characters of the leaves, flowers, fruits etc,, 
the observer Ihould be able to check the accuracy of his work by 
companng the figures representing the family indicated. If these 
do not show the plant in hand, it may be either that it is not illus- 
trated in the book, or that some mistake has been made in the use 
of the key. 


HOW lO USF THE KEY 

To put the beginner into the way of using the key to families, the 
Buttercup may be taken as an example As it is a herb with net- 
vcined leaves, it is obviously a dicotyli don The dicotyle- 
dons m the key are subdivided into three artificial groups, 
(1) prfaf^ present^ free, (2) petah present^ united^ and (3) petals 
absent 

The Butleicup cleail> belongs to group 1, to which we should 
turn on p. wji As the carpels are ficc from each other, it belongs 
to the line numbered 1, and not to la, in which the carpels are 
united into a single ovary Then it will be observed that there are 
no stipules appended to the leaf-stalks, so that it falls under 2a. 
As the carpels are not as described in no 5a, it belongs to no. 5, 
and IS a herb, no 6, with numerous carpels, which combination 
of characters determine it to belong to the family Ranunculaceae. 
A number of species of this family are illustrated in figures 214- 
241, and the> should be examined in order to identify the genus 
and species 

After a little practice in naming a number of plants, the ob- 
ser\er will probably soon begin to recognize related plants or 
families of flowering plants. In the case of the Rose family, for 
example, called Romceac^ aftei the genus Rosa, it will be noticed 
{figures 4 43) that the female part of the flower is usually de- 
scribed as being composed of Jree carpi l\, which when npe con- 
tain the seeds The fact that the carpels are ficc fiom one another, 
associated with other features, is therefore one, but only one of 
the spotting chaiacters by which many of the Rose family may be 
recognized 

One of the least difficult families to lecognize is the Daisy 
family, Compo^Uae (figures 507-600). The apparent single flower 
is in reality an aggregation of flowers into a head (capitulum) 
And with a few exceptions it will be found that most plants with a 
sirmlar head of flowers belong to the Daisy family, and one can 
soon recognize this group, especially if it be observed that the 
anthers are loined togcthci around the stylc**^ 

Some flowers are vety small and have no petals They are often 
crowded together into a catkin (as m die Oak and Birch), which. 
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like the head of the Compositac, is a particular :l^d of inflor- 
escence. Most people are familiar with at least one kind of inflor- 
escence, a spike, which suggests at once a stiff dense collection of 
flowers as found in many orchids. 

The notes accompanying the drawings are confined to a short, 
general, and simple description, combining the more important 
femily, generic, and characters. Varieties and forms, which 

occur in some species, are not usually mentioned. If sufficiently 
interesting, a few facts are given relating to the biology of the 
flower, particularly regarding pMnation. which is of special im- 
portance to the bee keeper, the fruit-grower, and the seedsman. In 
this country Charles Darwin was the foremost investigator in this 
subject, and there is still a good deal to be learned. 

Jn addition, where space permits, a few notes arc added on the 
uses to which some of our v^ild plants are put, including those 
known to be poisonous. Their local use as remedies has now al- 
most completely died out, since there is a chemist's shop in nearly 
every village. During the second world war, however, wlien 
Britain was more or less cut off from overseas supplies, interest in 
them was revived. The common foxglove, the henbane, the bella- 
donna, and the autumn-crocus played their part. Even the despised 
nettle provided a useful fibre and was also used for the extraction 
of chlorophyll, whilst the rose hip, rich in vitamin C^helped great- 
ly as an antiscorbutic in the absence of oranges. National Rose 
Hip Syrup became a standard rationed comme^dity and five hun- 
dred tons of rose-hips collected from hedgerows during the year 
1943 produced two and a half million bottles of syrup, which were 
considered to he equivalent in Vitamin C content to twenty-five 
million oranges. Other wild plants of Jess importance in the war 
effort were broom-tops, hurdock-lcaves and roots, coltsfoot 
leaves, comfrey roots and leaves, dandelion roots, elder flo\Aers 
and fruits, hawthorn berries, lime-tree flowers, laspberry leaves, 
valerian root, and wormwood, all being the source of a wide 
variety of medicines. 

The arrangement of the families represented by the plants 
illustrated follows the author's own system of classification, 
which aims at a sequence of increasing specialization. The inter- 
relationships of the principal families are shown in the diagram 
opposite. First come the conifers, of which we have only three 
native species. These are considered to be more primitive than 
the remainder of the flowering plants. Then all those plants 
arc grouped together which usually have net-veined leaves and 
two seed-leaves {Dicotyledons), and the remainder, with parallel- 
veined leaves and only one seed-leaf {Monocotyledons), come last. 
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DuQt^ltdm 

(Fundafnertiil'y wr AN C C5PERMS t,runda<n«nu> > >><.r94c£cus1 

Taxaceae Pin^caae Cupnupaceae 
^"^OYMNOSPERMS-"'^ 


The latter include the lily and orchid families, and end with the 
sedges and grasses, ^ 

The Dicotyledons are further arranged into two main groups. 
First come the trees and shrubs and some herbs related to th^ 
(figures 4-213), and secondly the fundamentally herbaceous 
plants and a few slightly woody plants related to them (figures 
214-709). Monocotyledons are shown from figures 710 to J!{09. 

The reader with some knowledge of botanical classification may 
recognize that the families which exhibit the more primitive floral 
characters are placed first, and.jthe most advanced come last in 
each of these groups, the sedges and grasses being regarded as be- 
ing very advanced and greatly reduced in their floral structure. 
The Latin names of the plants are in accordance with the Inter- 
national Rules of Botanical Nomenclature, so far as ascertained. 
A departure from common practice has been made, however, in 
the case of some of the names of the species. These have all been 
printed with a small initial letter, as is usual in /oology. Botanists 
generally spell certain specific names with a capital letter, especi- 
ally those deriNcd from an old genus name, and those named after 
persons. Thus Sorbits Aucuparia L., the Rowan tiee, is usually so 
printed because Aucuparia is an old genus name. The ‘ L \ after the 
Latin name indicates that Linnaeus, the famous Swedish botanist, 
often spoken of as the ‘father of modern botany was responsible 
for giving the name to the tree. The majority of thc^^ipccics of our 
commoner British plants were named by Linnaeus, as most of 
them are also found in Sweden, In a few cases the ‘L.' is included 
in brackets after the Latin name, and the name, or abbreviated 
name, of another botanist follows it. This indicates that though 
Linnaeus first described the species, the lattei is now placed under 
a different genus name. An e.xample is the Stork's Bill, Erodium 
cicutarium (L.) L' Merit. Linnaeus described it as Geranium cicu~ 
tariuin, and it was later transferred by the French botanist 
L'Heriticr to Erodium. 

Some groups of plants, .such as the many kinds of Brambles, 
Roses, and Hawk weeds, thougfi including some that arc very com- 
mon, are mostly difficult to distinguish except by intensive study, 
and have therefore been omitted. 

The author, as acknowledged in the introduction to common 
WILD Fi.owFRS, is greatly indebted lo Sir Edward J. Salisbury, 
i.B.s, Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, at 
whose suggestion the first book was prepared. 

The drawings, with the exception of four kindly drawn by Olive 
Tait, are the author’s own work and have been made at intervals 
during the last ten years, mainly from living specimens. 
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Finally the author thanks the publishers, their staff, and the 
printers for Aeir unfailing courtesy and consideration through the 
years he has been m collaboration with them. His has been the 
most congenial of tasks, for with his wife and members of his 
family and many botanical friends, he has explored remote and 
lovely districts of this much-beloved Britain which, for the botan- 
ist, at any late, is still a land of hope and glory and a precious 
stone set in the silver sea. Wild flowers are a priceless heritage 
and should be picked only m moderation, especially those that 
are less common, and the rare ones not at all, so that they may be 
left to leproduce their kind and give enjo>ment to others. 

Heathet Bank, 

Lightwater^ Surrey 



BOOKS RECOMMENDED FOR 
FVRTHER STUDY 

Hie system of classification, according to which the plants illustrated 
in these books are arranged, is different from that to be found in any 
other botanical works except the present author's Bfiush flowering 
Plants (sec below), which deals with their evolution and classification. 
He recommends it especially to the notice of students who wish to use 
the general Floras enumerated below. 

1. Hooker, Student's Flat a of the British Islands * 

2- Bentham and Hooker, Handbook of the British Flora (L. Reeve and 
Co., Ashford. Kent). 

3. Fitch and "SvtwWvJllust rations to Bentham and V\ooVQf ^Handbook of 

the British Flora, ed 7 

4. Butcher and Stnidwick, Further lllusU ations of British Plants 
5 Skene, The Biology of Flowering Plants 

6. Fntsch and Salisbury, Plant Form and Fimcihn 

7. Hutchinson, British Flowering Evolution and Classification of 

Families and Genera) 

8. Summerhayes, Wild Orchids of Britain 

9. Claphani, Tutin, and Warbuig, Flora of the British Isles 

10. C. E. Hubbard, Glasses 

The most comprehensive work on flower pollinalion is Knuth, Hand- 
book of Flower Pollination, English translation by Ainsworth Davis 
(Clarendon Press, Oxlord, 1908). 
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SEQUENCE OF FAMILIES IN THE 
TWO VOLUMES 

(The i^umbers in brackets refer to the illustrations) 
VOLUME 1 


GYMNOSPERMAE 
Taxaceae (1) 

Pinaceae (2) 

CnpiTSsaccac (3) 

ANGTOSPERMAE - Dico- 
tyJcdoncs 
Rusaccae (4 43) 

Papj lionac cae 
Grossulariaceac (94) 

Cornaceae (95» 96) 

C aprjfoliacoae (97- 107) 
Arahaceae (103) 

Buxaceae (104) 

Salicaceae (105- 1 1 
Myncaccae (116) 

Beiulaceae ( I J 7, 118) 
Corylaceac (119, 1 20) 

Fagaceae ( 121, 122) 

Ulmaccae (123) 

Uiticaccac (124-426) 
Cannabinaccae (127) 

Ostaceac (128, 129) 
Thymclaeacenc ( 1 30, 131) 
Violaceae (132 -139) 
Frankeniaccae (140) 
Tamaricaceac ( 141 ) 
Polygalaccae (142) 
CucLirbitaceac (143) 

Tiliaceae (144, 145) 

Malvaceae (146- 150) 
l4naceae(151 153) 
Euphorbiaccac (154-163) 
Ericaceae (164-174) 
Vaccmiaceac 175-4 77) 


Pyrolaccae (178-180) 

M onol ropaceae (181) 
Diapensiaccac ( 1 82) 
Hypcncaceae (183-189) 
Aqiiifoliaceae (190) 
Empetiaceae (191) 
Cclasiraccae (192) 
Loranthdccae (fig. 193) 
Santalaceae ( 1 94) 
Rhamnaceac (195, 196) 
Elaeagnaceac (197) 
Aceraccae (198, 199) 
Olcaccac (200. 201) 
Apocynaccae (202) 

R i j biaccac (203-2 1 2) 
Vcibenaccae (213) 
RcinuncuUtceac (214-241) 
Nymphacnceac (242, 243) 
Ber bend aceae (244 - 246 ) 
Aiislolochiaceac (247, 248) 
Papa vci aceae ( 249-256) 
Funiariaceac (257, 258) 
Grucil'erac (259-^314) 
Rcsedaceae (315) 
Eliitinaccae (316) 
Caryopliyllaoeae (31 7-352) 
Porlulacaceac (353. 354) 
Cjenliaiiaceac (355-361) 
Menyanlhaccae (362, 363) 
Primulaccac (3(S4-378) 
Plumbaginaccae (379, 380) 
Plantagmaceae (38I-3S4) 
Polygonaceae (385-398) 

1 1 Iccebi aceae ( 399-402 > 
ChcDOpodiaceae (403-408) 


XV 



VOLUME 11 


ANGIOSPERMAE - Dico^ 
tyledones 

Lythraceae (409, 410) 
Onagraceae (41 1-41 8) 
Halorrhagaceae (419, 420) 
Crassulaceae (421-424) 
Saxifragaceae (425437) 
Adoxaceae (438) 

Droseraceae (439-441) 
Umbelliferae (442-485) 
Valerianaceac (486-489) 
Dipsacaceae (490-493) 
Campanulaceae (494-504) 
Lobeliaceae (505, 506) 
Cortipositac (507-6(X)) 
Solanaceae (601-607) 
Convolvulaceae (608-6 1 0) 
Scrophulariaccae (61 1-636) 
Orobanchaceac (637, 638) 
LcDlibulariaceae (639, 640) 
Geraniaceae (641-654) 
Oxahdaceae (655) 
Balsammaceae (656-658) 
Polemoniaceae (65S') 


Boraginaceae (660-677) 
Labiatae (678-709) 


ANGIOSPERMAE-M<?«o- 
cotyledones 
Butomaceae (710) 

. Hydrocharitaceae (71 1-713) 
Alismataccac (714-717) 
Scheuchzenaceae (718) 
Juncaginaceae (719) 
Potamogetonaccae (720) 
Enocaulaceae (721) 

Trilliaceae (722) 

Lihaceae (723-739) 

Ruscaccae (740) 

Dioscoreaceae (741) 

Araceae (742, 743) 
Sparganiaceae (744) 
Amaryllidaceae (745-750) 
Iiidaceae (751-754) 
Orciudaceae (755-778) 
Juncaceae (779-7R4) 
Cyperaccae (785-809) 
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KEY TO THE FAMILIES DESCRIBED AND 
ILLUSTRATED IN THE TWO VOLUMES 

(The numbers in brackets refer to the illustrations) 

Part 1. Ovules (potential seeds) not enclosed in an ovary; to this 
group belong only the three native Conifers, Le. the Yew, Pine 

and Juniper Gymnosperms (1-3) 

Part 2. Ovules (potential seeds) enclosed in an ovary which later 
develops into a fruit and contains the seed or se^s; all other 
native British flowering plants, except the three in pari 1 above, 
belong here Angiospemis (4-409) 


♦ 

The families belonging to Part 2 (Angiosperms) are further sub- 
divided into two groups called Dicotyiedons and Monocotyle- 
dons, determined as follows: 

Leaves usually with a nct-Iike venation (such as that of a Birch 
or Oak leaf, a Buttercup, a Lime tree etc. ; seedling with 2 
seed-leaves; bundles in the stem arranged in a ring or rings 
(as seen in a cross-section of a Birch- or Oak-stem); sepals 
and petals usually 5 or 4 each . Dicotyledons (4-709) 
Leaves usually with ner\’es running parallel to the midrib (as 
in Grasses, Sedges, Lilies, etc.), often narrow with parallel 
margins; seedling with only 1 seed-leaf; bundles in the stem 
not in rings, but scattered ; sepals and petals usually 6 or 3, or 
completely reduced 

Monocotylfdons (710-809) (for key see p. xxix) 


The Dicotyledons arc divided into three groups as follows: 


Petals present, free from each other Group 1 

Petals present, more or less united into a tube Group 2 
Petals absent Group 3 


GROUP I 

(petals present, free from each other, rarely 

MUCH REDUCED) 

1 Carpels free from each other, sometimes Crowded in or on a 
swollen receptacle (floral axis)^ more than I ; styles free from 
each other (to p. xviii): 
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2 Leaves with stipules, these sometimes joined to the leaf- 
stalks; trees, shrubs or herbs: • 

3 Carpels more than 2, or if few, then fruits with numerous 
hooks on the outside; leaves simple or more often pinnate, 
trifoliolate or 5-foliolate; calyx often with an epicalyx 

Rosaceae (4-43) 

3a Carpels 2, often partially united below; herbs: 

4 Leaves pinnate Rosaceae (4-43) 

4a Leaves not pinnate .... Saxifragaceae (425-437) 
2a Leaves without stipules; mostly herbs: 

5 Carpels not immersed in or enclosed by the floral axis: 

6 Herbs: 

7 Carpels usually numerous, or if few the petals often 
modified into tubes or spurs and the leaves much 

divided Ranunculaceac (214-241) 

7a Carpels few; petals never modified; leaves fieshy, un- 
divided . . . , . Crassulaceae (421-424) 

6a Shrubs Rosaceae (4-43) 

5a Carpels immersed in the floral axis or enclosed by the 
calyx-tuhe: 

8 Flowers large and showy, solitary: aquatic plants 

Nymphaeaceae (242, 243) 

8a Flowers very small m dense spike-like ganicles 

Rosaceae (4-43) 

la Carpels more ov less united into a single ovary, or carpel 1 (as 
in the Pea family): 

9 Ovary not united to the sepals or calyx-tube (Le, ovary 
completely superior or nearly so) (to p. xxii): 

10 Peifect .stamens the same number as the petals and 
opposite to them : 

1 1 Sepals 3 or more: 

12 Anther opening by valves (flaps): style 1; petals 
with 2 large nectaries within the base; shrubs 
or herbs with prickly margined leaves or 
leaflets .... Berberidaceae (244-246) 
J2a Anthers opening by a slit lengthwise; 

13 Sea-side herbs with pale blue flowers and basal 
rosette of leaves 

Plumbaginaccae (379, 380) 
13a Inland shrubs or small trees, sometimes with 
thorny branches: flowers greenish 

Rhamnaceae (195, 196) 

11a Sepals 2; petals widely notched at tlic apex 

Portolacaceae (353, 354) 
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lOa Perfect stamens as many as the petals and alternate with 
them, m more numerous or rarely fewer than the petals: 
14 Flowers divisabJe into equal halves in more than one direc- 
tion (i.e. flow^ers actinomorphic or icgular) (to p. xxi): 
]5 Filaments of the stamens more or less united into several 
separate bundles; leaves opposite, often gland-dotted 

Hypcricaceae (183“- 1 89) 
] 5a Filaments of the stamens united into a single central tube 
around the ovary and styles; leaves often clothed with 

star-shaped hairs Malvaceae (146-150) 

15b Filaments free or slightly united only at the base: 

16 Stamens 6, four longer and two shorter (tetradynamous): 
sepals 4, petals 4, often clawed ; ovai 7 of 2 united carpels 
often divided by a thin false septum (Wallflower family) 

Cruciferae (259-314) 

16a Stamens and other floral parts not combined as above, if 
stamens 6 then more or less equal m length: 

17 Leaves opposite or whorled (nevei all radical, i.e. direct 
from the root or base of the stem) (to p, xx): 

18 Stamens numerous (more than 10): shrublcts clothed 
with star-shaped (stellate) hairs; petals soon falling 

off Cistaccae (128, 129) 

18a Stamens not more than double the number of the 
petals- 

19 Trees with flowers in fwndulous racemes or cymes; 
leaves lobed; fruits with 2 widely spreading winged 

lobes Aceraceac (198, 199) 

19a Trees with very small flowers in broad flat corymfe; 

leaves pinnate . . . Caprifoliaceae (97-102) 

19b Woody shrubs or shrublets; fruits not winged as 
described above: 

20 Oyfiles attached to the walls of the 1-locular ovaty; 
fruit acapsule opening by valves; shrublet with small 
whorled or opposite leaves Frankeniaceae (140) 

20a Ovules attached to the central axis of the several- 
locular ovary : 

21 Fruit a small black berr>' ; shrublets with small heath- 
like leaves Empetraceae (191) 

21a Fruit a capsule, 4-lobed, red to pink; seeds with 

a yellow aril Cclastraceae (192) 

19c Herbs: 

22 Ovary half-inferior (Le. partly^united to the calyx- 
tube; leaves deeply dyivid^d; flowers in a duster 
on a common p^uncle * . Adoxaci^e (438) 



22a Ovary completely superior (Le. placed above the insmion 
of the sepals): * 

23 Ovary incompletely or not at all divided into loculi, with 
free-central or basal placentas 

Caryophyllaceae (317--352) 
23a Ovary completely divided into separate loculr 
24 Leaves with very conspicuous stipules, mostly with stalks 
of unequal length in each pair, sepals and petals 5 each 

Geraniaceae (641--654) 

24a Leaves without or with very minute stipules . 

25 Stamens united into a short tube . Linaceae (151, 153) 
25a Stamens not united* 

26 Sepals and petals 3-4 each . . . Elatinaceae (316) 

26a Sepals and petals more than 4 each : 

27 Ovules several in each ovary . Lythraceae (409, 410) 
27a Ovule 1 in each ovary lUecebraceac* (399-402) 

17a Leaves alternate or all radical (i.e. from the loot or near the 
base of the stem)* 

28 Trees oi shrubs with bioadish elliptic rounded or 
cordate leaves* 

29 Flowers with a laige elongated biact partly attached 
to the peduncle (Lime tree tamily) 

Tiliaceae (144,145) 
29a Floweis without such a bract, airaiffeed in slender 
racemes or on spiny branches or in clusters from 
scaly buds (Rose family) Rosaceae (4-43) 

29b Flowers without a bract as described above, ar- 
ranged in umbels; climber with aerial roots and 
evergreen leaves . . Araliaceae (103) 

28a Shrubs or shrublets with woody branches and very 
small leaves 

30 Tal I sea-side shrubs with slender w hip-like branches, 
minute leaves and slender racemes of pink 
llowcis; fruit a capsule, the seeds crowned by a 
tuft of hairs . . Tamaricaceae (141) 

30a Dwarf shrublet with small narrow leaves with 
rolled back margins, fruit a berry 

Fmpetraceae (191) 

28b Herbs, sometimes aquatic. 

31 Stamens numerous, more than 10* 

32 Stamens inserted below the ovary (hypogynous) : 
33 Sepals and petals 5 each 




Ranunculaceae (214-241) 
Papaveraceae (249-256) 



32a Stamens inserted around the ovary (p^igynous): 

34 Terreslrial plants; petals 5 . . . Rosaceae (4-43) 

34a Aquatic plants, floating leaves and large yellow or white 
flowers; petals more than 5 

jNymphaeaceae (242, 243) 

31a Stamens 10 or fewer: 

35 Leaves small and scale*! ike, yellowish; flowers pale 
yellow, a saprophyte on the roots of certain trees 

Monotropaceae (181) 
35a Leaves not like scales, more or less green; not sapro- 
phytic: 

36 Anthers opening by a round terminal pore; leaves 
rounded, long- stalked; flowers in terminal racemes 

Pyrolaceae (178-180) 
36a Anthers opening by slits lengthwise: 

37 Leaves with stipules: 

38 Leaves trifoliaolate .... Oxalidaceae (655) 
38a Leaves not tnfoliolate: 

39 Ovary 5* locular; leaves more or less lobed or 

toothed Geraiiiaceae (641-654) 

39a Ovary 1-locuIar; leaves very small and entire 

lllecebraceae (399-'402) 

37a Leaves without stipules: 

40 Flowers with branched glandular staminodes 
alternating with the stamens 

Saxifragaceae (425-437) 
40a Flowers without staminodes: 

41 Leaves densely sticky-glandular more or less all 
over oi on the margin 

Droscraceac (439-441) 

41a Leaves not glandular as described above: 

42 Leaves deeply divided 

Ranuficulaceae (214-241) 

42a Lea\es not divided: 

43 Seed solitary in the fruit 

lllecebraceae (399-402) 
43a Seeds several m the fruit Linaceae (151-153) 
14a Flow'ers divisable into 2 equal halves only in vertical direc- 
tion (flowers zygomorphic or irregular): 

44 Ovary composed of I carpel with 1 style: 

45 Petals not spurred, but often clawed; leaves mostly 
pinnate or trifolioJatc; stamens wited into a sheath 
often with one free from the rest (Pea family) 

PapUicnaceae (44-93) 
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45a l*etal& with a spur at the base; stamens free 

Rananculaeeae (214-241) 
44a Ovary composed of more than 1 united carpels with more 
than 1 style or stigmas: 

46 Ovary 1-2-locular with the ovules inserted on the walls or 
at the apex of the loculi: 

47 Stamens free from each other: 

48 Anther-connective produced beyond the loculi; leaves 

stipulate Violaceae (132-139) 

48a Anther-connective not produced ; leaves not stipulate 

Resedaceae (315) 

47a Stamens connate into two bundles : 

49 Ovules on the walls of the ovary 

Fumariaceae (257, 258) 
49a Ovules at the apex of the ovary Polygalaceae (142) 
46a Ovary 5-locuIar, with the ovules arranged on the central 
axis; one sepal spurred and petaloid 

Ralsaminaccac (656-658) 
9a Ovary more or less united to the calyx-lube (ovaiy from J in- 
ferior to wholly inferior): 

50 Leaves alternate or rarely clustered: 

51 Flowers in umbels, usually very small (as in the Hem- 
lock) or rarely in a dense head-likc cluster (Sea- 
holly); leaves often very much divided' 

52 Herbs with more or less hollow ribbed stems, 
llowcring in spring and summer 

Umbelliferae (442-485) 
52a Climber with aerial roots^ flowering and fruiting in 
autumn; leaves evergreen (Ivy) 

Araliaccae (103) 

51a Flowers neither m umbels nor in head-like clusters, 
sometimes in corymbs: 

53 Stamens numerous; trees, shrubs or herbs; leaves 
usually with prominent stipules, entire, pinnate 

or toothed Rosaceae (4-43) 

53a Stamens 10 or fewer: 

54 Ovary 1-Jocular with numerous ovules on 2 
parietal placentas: shrubs, branches armed 
wiUi 3-forked spines . Grossulariaccae (94) 
54a Ovary 2-locular; dwarf herbs with small white 
or pink flowers Saxifragaceae (425-437) 
54b Ovary 4-locular; herbs with pink, white or 
rarely large yellow flowers 
\ Onagraceae (411-418) 
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50a Leaves opposite or whorled: 

55 Parasitic shrubiet with minute flowers and round white 

berries (Mistletoe) X^oranthaceae (193) 

55a Low cushion-Jike herbs with bluish-purple solitary flowers 

Saxifragaceae (425-437) 
55b Shrubs or herbs not forming cushions: 

56 Flowers in heads surrounded by a whorl of white bracts, or 
in terminal cymes without bracts . Cornaceae (95, 96) 
56a Flowers not m heads or cymes: 

57 Flerbs with toothed leaves; style simple or divided only at 

the top Onagraceae (411-418) 

57a Aquatic herbs with very minute flow'ers; styles or stigmas 
separate ..... XIalorrhagaceae (419, 420) 

GROUP 2 

(PETALS UNITED) 

1 Ovary not united to the sepals or calyx-tube (i.e. ovary 
superior) (to p. xxv): 

2 Stamens the same number as the corolla-lobes and opposite to 
them; herbs often with a basal rosette of leaves: 

3 Sepals or calyx-lobes 5 . . . Primulaccae (464-378) 

3a Sepals 2 ...... . Portulacaccac (353, 354) 

2a Stamens, if the same number as the corolla-lobes, then not 
opposite to them, sometimes more or few than the lobes: 
4 Stamens not inserted on the corolla-tube; anthers mostly 
opening by a terminal pore, rarely by slits lengthwise: 

5 Leaves mostly radical, long-stalked and orbicular or 

spoon-shaped Pyrolaceae (78-80) 

5a Leaves not all radical, at most shortly stalked, often very 
small with rolled back margins, alternate or whorled or 

opposite Ericaceae (164-174) 

4a Stamens inserted more or less on the corolla-tube; anthers 
usually opening by a slit lengthwise: 

6 Stamens twice as many as the corolla-lobes; leaves orbi- 
cular, peltate . . , . C'rassulaceae (421-424) 

6a Stamens as many as or fewer than the corolla- lobes : 

7 Stamens as many as the corolla-lobes (to p. xxiv): 

8 Leaves pinnate; shrub or small tree 

Caprifaliaeeac (97-102) 
8a Leaves pinnate; sm.all herb, noUjquatic 

Polcmoniaceae (659) 

8b Leaves trifoliolale or orbicular; aquatic plants 

Menyanttoaceae (362, 363) 
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8c Leaves simple or toothed: 

9 Leaves opposite: * 

10 Ovary deeply divided vertically with the style inserted be- 
tween the lobes; herbs . . . . Labiatae (678-709) 

10a Ovary not divided as above; style terminal on the ovary: 
11 Herbs with leafy steins and sometimes also basal rosettes 
or leaves; flowers mostly blue Gentianaceae (355-361) 
11 a Shrublct with decumbent or prostrate, wiry, leafy stems 
and solitary blue flpwers . . . Apocynaccae (202) 

9a Leaves alternate, or all radical or crowded into rosettes: 
12 Ovary deeply Jobed vertically into 4 parts, especially 
in fruit; style inserted between the lobes (gynobasic); 
plants often covered with rough bulbous-based hairs 

Boraginaceae (660-677) 

12a Ovary and style not as above: 

13 Tree with evergreen prickly leaves, small white flowers 
and clusters of bright red berries 

Aquifoliareae (190) 

13a Herbs or climbers or small cushion-like plants: 

14 Ovary with not more than 2 ovules; twining or creep- 
ing plants with lovely broadly tubular flowers 

Convolvulaceae (608-610) 

14a Ovary with more than 2 ovules in eacj;^ loculus: 

15 Woody cushion plantict found only in the Scottish 
mountains, with dense rosettes of small leaves and 
single stalked while flowers Diapensiaccae (182) 
15a Habit not as above; 

16 Corolla dry and scarious; herbs with radical leaves 
and flowers mostly in dense spikes 

Plantaginaceae (381-384) 
16a Corolla not dry and scarious: 

17 Corolla-lobes contorted; leaves pinnate 

PoJexnoniaceae (659) 
17a Corolla-lobes imbricate or plicate; two very 
closely-related families 

Solanaceae (601 607) and Scrophulariaccac (611-636) 
7a Stamens fewer than the corolla-lobes : 

18 Trees with pinnate opposite leaves: stamens 2; fruit 
winged (Ash tree) or a berry (Privet) 

Oleaceae (200, 201) 

18a Herbs: 

19 Flowers actinomorphic (regular); ovary 1-IocuIar with 
free placentation; sepals 2 

Portulacaceae (353, 354) 
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19a Ftowers more or less zygomorphic (irregular): 

20 Ovary l-lbcular with a free basal placenta; aquatic or bog 
plants, the Jailer with a rosette of broadish leaves 

Lentibnlariaceae (639, 640) 
20a Ovary usually with more than 1 loculus and with axile 
placentas; 

21 Ovules numerous in each loculus or ovary: 

22 Ovules attached to the central axis of the 2-iocular ovaiy ; 
corolla sometimes spurred at Ihe base; stamens 4 or 2 

Scrophulariaceae (61 1-636) 
22a Ovules attached to the walls of the ovary; stamens 4 in 
two pairs, anthers connivent Orobanchaceae (637, 638) 
21a Ovule I in each loculus; corolla mostly very distinctly 2- 
Jipped: 

23 Ovary not lobed, with a terminal style 

Verbenaceae (213) 

23a Ovary deeply and vertically lobed with the style in- 
serted between Labiatae (678-709) 

la Ovary more or less united to the sepals or calyx-tube (Le. 
ovary inferior): 

24 Flowers in heads surrounded by an involucre of bracts 
(as in the Daisy, Dandelion, etc.): 

25 Anthers united into a tube around the style; calyx of 
the small individual flowers representd by a pappus 
of bristles or biistle-Jikc hairs, these rarely absent 

Compositae (507-600^ 

25a Anthers not united as above: calyx not as above 

Dipsacaceae (490-493) 
24a Flowers not in heads as described above but some- 
times in a dense cluster: 

26 Leaves alternate or all radical: 

27 Anthers opening by pores at the top of the loculi 

Vacciniaceae (175-177) 
27a Anthers opening by slits lengthwise: 

28 Corolla not spurred at the base: 

29 Corolla actinomorphic (regular): 

30 C limber with tendrils; leaves 5~7-lobed; 
flow'ers unisexual, yellowish-green 

Cucurbitaceae (143) 

30a Erect or decumbent herbs; flowers bisexual 

Campanulaceac (479-504) 
29a Corolla zygomorphic (irregufar) ; stamens united 
into a column around the style 

Lobeliaceae (505, 506) 



28a Corolla spurred at the base , Valerianaceae 486-489) 
26a Leaves opposite or whorled: 

31 Leaves stipulate or in whorls (the stipules the same oral- 
most the same as the leaves) . Rubiaceae (203-212) 
31a Leaves not whorled, simple or compound; no stipules: 

32 Ovary 1 -locular with 1 pendulous ovule 

Valerianaceae (486-489) 

32a Ovar>^ more than 1-locular; 

33 Very small herb with deeply divided leaves and a 
terminal cluster of small greenish flowers 

Adoxaceae (438) 

33a Shrubs scramblers or climbers 

Caprifoliacoae (97-102) 


GRODP 3 

(petals absent, some times the Calyx petaloid) 

1 Flowers (at least the males) in catkins, very small: 

2 Ovary superior (i.e. not united to the sepals): 

3 Branches and leaves covcied by silvery scales; sca>side shrub 

or small tree Elaeagnaccae (197) 

3a Branches and leaves not covered by silvery jjicales; willows, 
birches, oaks, neltlcs etc.: 

4 Ovules attached to the wall of the ovary; trees, shrubs or 
subherbaccous; willows and poplars 

Salicaceac (105-115) 

4a Ovules attached to the lop or bottom of the ovary: 

5 Leaves alternate: 

6 Leaves stipulate; trees: 

7 Ovary superior Betulaccae (117, 118) 

7a Ovary inferior Fagaceae (121, 122) 

6a Leaves not stipulate; shrublets with glandular leaves 

Myricaceae (116) 

5a Leaves opposite; herbs with stinging hairs 

Urticaceae (124-126) 

2a Ovary inferior (i.c. united witli the sepals or calyx-tube): 

8 Male flowers with a calyx; involucre not leafy and not 

jagged Fagaccae (121, 122) 

8a Male flowers without a calyx: fruits partially enclosed 
in a leafy jagged persistent involucre 

Corylaceae (119-120) 

la Flowers not in true catkins, but sometimes in clusters or heads 
or in slender spikes: 
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9 Ovary wholly superior (i.e. not united with the sepals or 
calyx-tubej^ (to p. xxviii): 

10 Flowers enclosed in an involucre (called a cyathiumX (sec 
figs, 156-163), with large glands on the margin; stems 
often exuding milk-like sap when cut or bruised 

Euphorbiaceae (154-163) 
10a Flowers not arranged as above, but the females sometimes 
in a dense bracteate head: 

1 1 Leaves opposite or verticillate, never all radical ; 

12 Leaves with stipules: 

13 Ovary with free central placentation (i.e. crowded on the 
central axis without dividing walls) 

C'aryopliyllaccae (317-352) 
13a Ovary with axile, basal or apical placentation: 

14 Flowers bisexual, very small lllecebraceae (399-402) 
14a Flowers unisexual: 

15 Twiners with 3-5-jobed toothed leaves; female flowers 
with large bracts .... Cannabinaceae (127) 
15a Erect herbs with stinging hairs; ovary with 1 ovule 

Urticaceae (124-126) 
15b Erect herbs but no stinging hairs; ovary with more 
than 1 ovule . . . Eupborbiaceae (154-163) 

12a Leaves without stipules: 

16 Shrubs or trees with hard wood: 

17 Leaves undivided Buxaceae (104) 

1 7a Leaves pinnate Oleaceae (201) 

16a Herbs or soft-wooded climbers: 

18 Climber with free carpels with long hairy tails in 
fruit leaves compound 

Ranunculaceae (214-241) 

18a Erect herbs: 

19 Flowers bisexual ; 

20 Ovules numerouN: 

21 Placenta free basal . Primulaccac (364-378) 
21a Placenta free central 

Caryopbyllaceac (3 1 7-352) 
20a Ovule 1, pendulous from a basal placenta 

lllecebraceae (399-402) 
19a Flow'ers unisexual . Chcnopodiaceae (399-402) 
11a Leaves alternate or all radical: 

22 Leaves stipulate: 

23 Ovary 2- or more-locular, composed of united carpels : 
24 Fruits not winged Eupborbiaceae (154-1 63) 

24a Fruits winged Llmaceae (123) 
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23a Ovary I -locular or carpets free: 

25 Stipules forming a sheath around the s^sm or attached 
to the leaf-stalk : 

26 Leaves entire Poiygonaccae (385-398) 

26a Leaves digitately lobed, trifoHoate or simply pinnate 

Rosaceac (4-43) 

26b Leaves twice pinnate . Rantinculaceae (214-241) 
25a Stipules neithei sheathing nor attached to the 
petiole: 

27 Flowers without sta^minodes 

Chenopodiaceac (403-408) 
27a Flowers with staminodes between the fertile stamens 

lllecebraceae (399-402) 

22a Leaves without stipules: 

28 Stamens connate, leaves kidney-shaped 

Aristolochiaceae (247-248) 
28a Stamens free from each other: 

29 Woody plants but sometimes shrublets: 

30 Leaves covered with silvery scales; sea-side shrub 

or small tree FJaeagnaceac (197) 

30a Leaves not covered by silvery scales, sometimes 
glandular: 

3 1 Leaves gland-dotted, odorous when bruised 

Myricaceae (116) 

31a leaves not gland-dottcd: 

32 Stamens pengynous; flowers bisexual, mostly 
sweet -SLvn ted; calyx green orcoloujcd, tubular 
Thymelaeaceae (130, 131) 
32a Stamens hypogynous; leaves very small and 
heath-hke; dwarf shrublets w'lth small 
crowded leaves and small inconspicuous 

flowers Enipetraceac (191) 

29a t^erbs: 

33 Ovary of several separate free carpels 

Uanunculaccac (214-241) 
33a Ovary of 1 carpel or united carpels 

Chenopodiaccae (403 408) 

9a Ovary inferior (more or less united with the calyx). 

34 Woody plants: 

35 Leaves covered with silvery scales; sea-side shrub or 
small tree Elaeagnaceae (197) 

35a Leaves not covered with silvery scales: 

36 Plants parasitic on trees; branches brittle (Mistletoe) 

Loranthaccae (193) 
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}6a Plants growing cm the ground . . . SanUfaeeae (194) 
ta Herbs: 

37 Leaves trifoliolate; carpels free or nearly so with separate 

styles Rosaeeae (4*43) 

37a Leaves not trifoholatc: 

38 Lcaves alternate: 

39 Leaves kidney-shaped or cordate; calyx coloured; 3- 
lobed or 2-lipped and tubular spoon-shaped 

Afistolochiaceae (247, 248) 
39a Leaves lanceolate; calyx green iJrticaceae (124-126) 
38a Leaves opposite: 

40 Ovules attached to the walls of the ovary; leaves 
rounded; small herbs in wet places 

Saxifragaceae (425-437) 

40a Ovules not attached to the walls of the ovary; 

41 Aquatic or semiaquatic plants: 

42 Leaves in whorls . . Halorrhagaceae (419, 420) 

42a Leaves opposite .... Onagraceae (41 1-418) 
41a Not aquatics, leaves narrow . • Santalaceae (194) 


Monocot YLFDONS 

I Ovary superior, i.e- not united to either the calyx or corolla 
(perianth) (to p* xxxi): 

2 C arpels free from each other or only one carpel with 1 stigma; 

mostly aquatic or semi-aquatic plants: 

3 Flowers bracteate: 

4 Flowers m simple umbels; carpels 6; ovules spread all over 
the inside of the carpels ... * Butomaceae (710) 

4a Flow'crs in panicles or compound umbels; ovules not 
spread over the inner surface of the carpels: 

5 Carpels 6 or more; leaves not ligulate 

Alismafaceae (714-717) 
5a Caipels 4-3; leaves ligiiiate . . Schcuchzcriaceae (718) 

3a Flowers without bracts: 

6 Terrestrial or marsh herbs with linear radical leaves and 
Icaliess flowering stems bearing a slender raceme or 
spike of greenish flowers Juncaginaccae (719) 

6a Fresh-water aquatics with floating leaves; flowers 
bisexual ; stamens 4 , . Potamogetonaceae (720) 

2a Carpels more or less completely united with usually more 
than 1 stigma; 

7 Perianth present; 
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8 Perianth of 2 separate and usually dissimilar whorls (calyx 
and corolla): ^ 

9 Flowers not in heads surrounded by bracts: 

10 Low shxublet with Icaf'likecladoiform branchlels; stamens 
united into a tube; flowers mostly jimisexual 

Ritscaceac (740) 

10a Herb with a whorl of usually 4 obovate leaves sub- 
tending a single conspicuous flower; stamens free; 
anther-connective produced beyond the loculi 

Trilliaceae (722) 

JOb Herb with a loose terminal raceme of small flowers 

Scbeuchzeriaceae (718) 
9a Flowers in a head surrounded by bracts; leaves linear in 

a radical cluster Eriocaulaceac (721) 

8a Perianth of 1 whorl, each part more or Jess similar, mostly 
conspicuous and petaloid: 

11 Flow'ers in an umbel or single but subtended by a 
spathaceous bract or bracts; rootstock a bulb 

Amaryllidaccac (745-750) 
J la Flowers not arranged as above: 

12 Flowers in globose clusters, iinisexuaJ, the upper 
clusters male, the lower female 

Sparganiaceac (744) 
12a Flowers arranged on a spadix (dens® spike), sub- 
tended by <i large spathe, sometimes this narrow 

and leaf-likc Araceae (742, 743) 

12b Flowers not as above: 

13 Brandilcls modified and looking like leaves bearing 
the iloweis on their surlace; stamens united into 
a tube; flowers mostly unisexual 

Kuscaccac (740) 

1 3a Branchlets not moditied as above; flowers bisexual ; 

14 Leaves in a whoii of 4, 5 or 6 subtending a single 

flower Trilliaceae (722) 

14a Leaves not as above: 

15 Flowers without biacts: ovary or 6-3 carpels 

J iincaginaceae (719) 

15a Flowers with bracts; ovary of 3 or 2 carpels; 

16 Perianth petaloid . . . I Jliaceae (723-739) 

16a Perianth glume-like; plants grass-like 

Juncaceae (779-784) 

7a Perianth absent or represented by hypo^nous scales or 
setae; flowers very small, arranged in spikelets in the axils 
of scaly bracts Cypcraceae (785-809) 
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la Ovary inferior, U, united to the calyx or corolla (pterianth):*' 
17 Perianth ftomposed of a distinct separate calyx and corolla: 
18 Stamens 3 or more; flowers aclinomorphic (regular): 

19 Aquatics; pvules on the walls of the ovary or on in- 
trusjjje placentas . Hydrocharliaceac (711-713) 

19a Terri^rial plants; ovules on the inner angles of the 

loculi . fridaceae (751-754) 

18a Stamens 2 or 1 ; ovary or pedicel or both often spirally 
twisted; flowers zygomorphic (irregular) 

Orchidaceae (755-778) 
17a Perianth-segments more or less alike and often petaloid, 
mostly 6, free or united at the base into a single tube, 
in orchids the third petal often often much modified 
into a lip: 

20 Flowers more or less aclinomorphic (regular), if less so 
then stamens 3 or more* 

21 Ovules spread all over the walls of the ovary; aquatic 

plants Hydrocharitaccae (71 1-713) 

21 a Ovules on tlie placentas m the inner angle of the 
loculi: 

22 Stamens 6: 

23 Iniloiescence scapose, umbellate, subtended by an 
involucre of one oi more spathaceous bracts, 
sometimes reduced to one flower; not climbing 

Amaryllidaceae (745-750) 
23a Inflorescence raccomose, axillary; climbers; flow- 
ers unisexual .... Dioscorcaceae (741) 
22a Stamens 3; herbs, not climbing: flowers bisexual, 

showy Iridaceae (751-754) 

20a Flowers very zygomorphic (irregular), the third pehil 
oflen very dilTerenl and modified into a lip; stamens 
2 or 1 , ovary and often tlic pedicel spirally iwnsted 

Orchidaceae (755-778) 
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GLOSSARY OF BOTANICAL TERMS 


Achene: a small, dry seed-like fruit. 
acuminate: gradually pointed. 
aUnate: attached the whole length 
to anothei structure. 
alternate not opposite to some- 
thing else. 

annual: lasting only one year or 
season. 

anthe t ' portion of stamen bearing 
the pollen. 

apiculatc' with a little point 
aquatic: living in water. 
util: outgrowth from seed-si alk 
(common in Euphorbia family). 
astringent, contracting or binding. 
axil: the angle between leaf and 
branch or stem 
cixillarv: in the axil. 

berry, succulent fruit with seeds 
immersed in the pulp. 
biemuah lasting two years, 
bisexual: having two sexes (i.e. 
stamens and pistil in the same 
flower). 

bract, modified leat at base of 
flower-stalk, or leaves aiound a 
flower -head. 

bracteule' small bract on the 
flower-stalk. 

huJkitc' blistered or puckered 

calcareous: chalky or limy. 
calvx: outermost, usually green, 
floral envelope 

capitaic: ariangcd in a liead, or 
hcad-Ukc. 

capsule’ dry fruit which opens. 
carpel: one or more divisions of 
ovary or iruit. 

caruncle: wart or protuberance 
near stalk of seed. 

B(I) 


catkin: slender, often pendulous 
spike of flowei’s 

compound: formed of many simi- 
lar parts. 

concave: scooped out. 
connate' united similar parts. 
connective: portion of filament 
connecting lobes of the anther. 
convex, humped. 
cordate: heart-shaped. 
corolla: collective name for the 
petals. 

corymb: more or less flat-topped 
collection of flowers. 
crenate: with blunt, curved teeth. 
crenulate: diminutive of crenate. 
eross-poHination. transference of 
pollen from one flower to stig- 
mas of another. 

cyme’ an inflorescence repeatedly 
divided with the oldest flower in 
the middle of each fork. 
cwstoliths: mineral markings in the 
leaves as found in the Nettle 
family. 

deciduous: falling off. 
dciumbent: lying on the ground. 
decurrent: running down. 
dentate, toothed. 
dioecious male and female flowers 
on different plants. 
disk: a fleshy portion of floral axis, 
often secreting nectar. 
disk -flower, flowers in the middle 
of a flower head with rays. 
diiipc: stone fruit such as a plum. 

elliptic: shaped like an ellipse. 
endospei food material 
in a seed. 

entire: not divided or toothed. 
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GLOSSARY OF BOTANICAL TERMS 
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epicalyx: collection of bracteoles 
like an extra calyx. 

falcate: sickle-shaped. 
female: the fruiting part of the 
flower (ovary or carpels). 
filament: stalk of stamen, 
fruit' the fertilized and maluro 
ovary or carpel. 


monoecious' male and female 
flowers on the same plant. 

miicronate: bearing a little tip. 

nectary: organ in which nectar is 
secieted. 

node: point of insertion of a leaf or 
leaves. 

nutlet: little nut. 


glahous: not hairy. 
glaucous: with a whitishbluc 
lustre like the ‘bloom’ of a 
grape. 

globose: round like a globe 

hastate' like an arrow, but with 
the barbs turned outwards 

imhticate, overlapping, with one 
part wholl> oul.side 
infenor: below. 
inflex^: turned in wauls 
in/lof esccncc' collection of flowcis 
on the shoot 
inttarse: facing inwards. 
involucre: a ting of biacts sni- 
rounding one or inoic flowcis. 
it tegular' applied to a flower (like 
that of a pea) which cannot be 
divided into equal halves in 
more than one direction. 

lanceolate ' lance-shapcd , 
leaflet: unit of a compound leal 
lenticels: corky spots on bark. 
lobulaie: divided into small 
lobes. 

locular: divided into chambers. 
loculus: a cliamber or cavity ol an 
ovary, fruit, or anther, 
longitudinal. Icngthw ise. 

male: a plant or flower which 
bears stamens. 


ohlanceolaie: rcveise of lance- 
olate. 

oboiate: reverse of ovate. 
opposite - inserted at same level, as 
leaves on a shoot. 
oibiculat: circular. 
ovaty: the female part of the 
flower, lepresenled by the cai- 
pcls. 

ovate egg shaped. 
ovoid: ovate in outline 
ovule: the organ which after fer- 
tilization deve^>ps into a seed. 

panicle, a blanched lacentc. 
papulous: clothed with short, 
knob-likc hairs. 

pappus modilied calyx of the 
C 'ompositae. 

pectinate: divided like a comb. 
pedicel the ultimate flowei stalk. 
peduncle' common stalk of sevcial 
fl owners. 

peltate: attached in the middle 
(like the stalk of a mushroom). 
pendulous: hanging down. 
petennial. lasting more than two 
years. 

perianth' the collective outer 
covering of the flower. 
persistent: not falling off. 
petal: the usually coloured inner 
part of the floral leaves. 
petiolate: stalked leaves 
petiole: leaf-stalk. 
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GLOSSARY OF BOTANICAL TERMS 

divided like a feather. stjnien: the male organ of the 
placenta' the part of the ot ary or flower. 

carpel which bears the ovules stigma: tip of the style. 
p/f/mfMf'* fcather-Iikc. itipale, appendage at base of leaf 


pollen: the fertilizing, dusl-like 
powder m the anthers, 
procumbeni. lying down. 
pubescent hairy. 
pustulate' covered with little warts 

raceme: un branched inflorescence 
with individual flowcis stalked. 
radical' from the root. 

/ a y-fiow e* ma.* ginal flow’c/ of the 
CompoMtac 
receptacle’ floral axis. 
re flexed, bent back 
icftidar, symmetrical. 
rettculate- like a net 
rootstock: underground stem 

scabtid rough. 
segment, division of an organ 
sclflpollinattoti pollen fiom the 
same flower 

senate’ with saw-like teeth 
serndate: diniinulivc of serrate. 
scssdc without a stalk. 
spadix spike w ith a flcsJiy axis (as 
m 'iium) 

spa the- envelope around the spa- 
dix. 

.spike stiff unbranched inflojcs- 
cence with llic flo\\ers not 
stalked. 


of leaf-stalk. 

stolon: basal branch which roots. 
style: narrow portion of pistil be- 
tween ovary and stigma. 
superior : placed above. 

tendril' ihiead-like production. 
^rminal. at the top or end. 
nernate: in thiees. 

Umwniosc' densely covered with 
short hairs. 

truncate' cut off abruptly. 
tuber • fleshy underground part of 
the stem. 

tuhcrculate: with small out- 
growths like warts. 

umbel, inflorescence branched like 
the ribs of an umbrella. 
unisexual' of one sex 

valve: portion into wliich a fruit 
or olhei organ separates or 
opens. 

villous, with long sltaggy hairs. 
vr.tid sticky. 

vitta: oil tubes of fruits of Vmbctli- 
ferae. 

whorl arranged m a circle around 
an axis. 
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YEW 1 

Taxus baccata L. (A, male shoot, x J B, shoot with 
‘fruit’, xj) 


Small tree often used as a garden hedge and in topiary work ; 
‘flowers’ very inconspicuous, the males (A I , x 1^) on one tree, the 
females (C, x 2) on another (dioecious); the pollen from the male 
is blown by the wind to the female, the latter consisting of an ex- 
posed ovule on a short shoot of its own and surrounded by small 
overlapping scales (C, x2); unlike other conifers. Yew trees have 
no cones, and so there is no real fruit; but the seed (D, E, x li) is 
surrounded by a red sweet fleshy cup-like structure (aril) which is 
a great attraction to birds, who pass the seed without injury, for 



the seed itself is very poisonous: it is tlius distributed away from 
the parent tree (G, ripe male scale, > 2i) (family Taxaceae). 

The Yew is very widely spread in most parts of Europe, from 
Britain and Scandinavia to western Russia, and from Algeria to 
as far east as Burma and even the Philippines. The further south 
it occurs, the higher it ascends the mountains, for example up to 
5400 ft. in the Pyrenecs- 

Onc can nearly always find a Yew in a country churchyard. It 
was of value in olden times for making bows. In this country it is 
best seen as a wald tree in the chalk downs ofjgouthem England. 
Yews live to a great age, up to about 3000 years, the highest re- 
corded being about 30 ft,, with a trunk 12 ft, in diameter. The 
wood throws out a great heat when burned. 
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SCOTS FIR, SCOTS PINE 

P/niis sylvestris L. f x 


Branches of two kinds, long and shoit shoots, the former growing 
on without interruption each year* the latter bearing the pair of 
needle-like leaves which arise in the midst of small scales; after 
persisting for three or four years these leaf- bearing short shoots 
fall off, and are really deciduous (term for leaves falling ott), 
though the tree is of course always green (evergreen) ; the male or 
staminate ‘cones’ are ciowded towards the top of the shoot (A), 
and about the end of May when the branches are disturbed by the 
wind clouds of pollen arc dispersed; the pollen-grams are pro- 
vided with two air-filied bladders, which makes them very buoy- 
ant; they are thus transpoited to the more familiar female cones 
(B, C) which bear the ovules and eventually tJie seeds (({, x2); 
when these are mature one may hear in a pine-wooci on a warm 
summer day little explosions at intei vals, indicating the release of 
a small winged seed from the cone, formeily more oi less eicct, 
but now drooping, which facilitates the escape of the seed; this 
falls w'ith a rotatory movement which carries ii w'cll away from 
the shade of the parent tree, where il stands a better chance of 
germination ( 1 ), scale bearing the two im erted ovules.^*. 4) ( family 
Finaceav). 

Most people know a Pme tree when they sec one, and the draw- 
ing may help them to distinguish the native from the numerous 
cultivated kinds. Ilvose familiai with Scotland and parts of the 
Lake District in Cumberland, and, neater London, Bagshot Heath, 
will realize how much the scenery owes to this most beautiful tree. 
Though young specimens arc of rather formal pyramidal grow'th, 
older examples spread out then tops like a Cedar of Lebanon, and 
rarely clash with other types of vegetation. Usually the Pine is 
associated with Heather, Ling, and Bracken. 

Scots Pine is greatly valued for its timber and as firewood. Like 
all Conifers, it is a ‘softwood’, as compaicd with Oak, a ‘hard- 
wood’. One can travel far abroad and still meet with the tree, 
sometimes in most diverse climates, even as far as eastern Sibeiia, 
where the temperature in winter falls to 40‘ F., and in southern 
Spain, with a summer temperature up to 95' F. There are several 
varieties, some of which, however, are not at all constant and arc 
dependent on soil conditions. For example. Pines which have been 
small and stunted assume the ordinary tall form when the con- 
dition of the soil is changed by draining. 
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JUNIPER 
Juniperm communis L. 


Evergreen shrub, much branched^ with very sharp prickly short 
narrow evergreen leaves, these in whorls of 3 and glaucous above; 

male and female cones 
usually on different 
plants (dioecious), axil- 
lary, very small, the 
male (C x2) consisting 
of several broad shoitly 
pointed scales D, n 3) 
each with about 4 an- 
thcr-Iocuh attached to 
the lower margin, the 
female with a few empty 
scales at the base and 3 
fleshy ones above which 
unite to foim the de- 
pressed globose cone 
(Truif) (E, xlj) 
which is dark purple- 
blue and about } in. in 
diam.; seeds hard; very 
widely distributed in 
North Temperate re- 
gions from the Mediter- 
ranean to the Arctic and 
across Asia into North 
female shoot, x J); usually 
grows on open downs and hillsides and is locally common; a 
second species is /. sihinca Burgsd. {J. uatm WiUd.), very dwarf 
and in these islands found only in Scotland and the western half 
of Eire. 

Oil of Juniper is obtained from the dried ripe female cones 
(‘fruits'), and is colourless or pale greenish-yellow, with a char- 
acteristic odour and a burning somew'hat bitter taste. It is used 
medicinally, and the berries arc also employed foi flavouring gin 
(family Citprcssaceac). 

The Juniper ‘berry’ is not a real berry in the botanical sense, 
such as a Cherry or Blackberry, but consists of naked seeds 
united together into a berry-like stmeture. It is not therefore a 
real fruit, for a fruit is derived from closed carpels or carpels 
united into an ovary, in which the seeds are enclosed. 
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CHERRY LAUREL 4 

Saurocerasus officinalis Roemer { X J) 


Bush or small tree, much branched; leaves evergreen, shining, 
green, alternate, oblong-elliptic, shortly pointed, averaging about 
6 in. long and 2 in. broad, leathery, denticulate, often with 2 
conspicuous glandular pits (A, xj) towards the entire base on 
the lower surface; lateral nerves 9-10 pairs, looped; stalk in. 
long; stipules soon falling off and leaving a scar; flowers strongly 
scented, arranged in axillary semi-penduJous racemes, the stalks 
spreading at a right angle; ca^ x (B, x 5) pinkish-brown outside, 
orange-yellow inside: lobes greenish- white, inflexed, woolly-hairy 
inside; petals (C, x4) while, obovate, i in. long; stamens (D, 
x4) 20, in two whorls, the inner slightly shorter; filaments white; 



anthers pale yellow; ovary green, 2-o\uIed; stigma disk-like: fruit 
(E, xU a black berry about ^ in, long, with a hard stone (syno- 
nym Primus taurocerasia L.) (family Rosaccae). 

The Cherry Laurel is one of our commonest garden shrubs, and is 
frequently planted as a hedge; it grows well in shade, stands a lot 
of cutting about, and is readily propagated by cuttings and layers. 
There are several cultivated varieties. As a wild plant it is found 
in the Balkans. Asia Minor, the Caucasus, and northern Persia. 

The fresh leaves are sometimes used for flavifiruring sweetmeats, 
custards, creams, etc., but should be employed with great caution, 
as they have poisonous qualities (prussic acid). (See also notes 
under Bird (Therry (fig. 5).) 
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5 BIRD CHERRY, HECKBERRY 

Padus racemosa Schneider (x|) 

A shrub or small, much-branched tree with dark-coloured bark; 
mature leaves obovatc-clliptic, pointed, rounded at tlie base, 2-3 
in. long and up to 2 in. wide, the several pairs of lateral nerves 
with a tuft of hairs in their axils (B, >• 2); serrate w'iih pointed 
teeth; stalks sometimes bearing large glands, but these mostly 
paired near the leal-base (A, xlj); stipules soon falling off, 
toothed; flowers appearing with the young leaves, arranged in 
slender more or less pendulous racemes at the end of the young 
shoots from the previous season's growth; calyx widely bell- 
shaped, 5-lobed, Jobes rounded, with a gland between the base 
of each (C, x2); petals (D, ^2) white, shortly clawed, rounded 
and with jagged edges: stamens (E, x4) numerous; ovary (F, 
x4) superior, of one carpel with 2 pendulous ovules, fiiiit (G, 
X 1) small, globose, black, and shining, with a hard stone in the 
middle (synonym Primus padus L.) (family Rosaceae), 

Grows in woods and hedges, mostly in the northern parts of 
Britain, flowering in Ma> ; fruit extremely bitter, when eaten caus- 
ing the tongue to become nearly black and dried up; flowers 
strongly perfumed; the stigmas arc icceplive before the anthcis 
are npe; but if insect visits fail automatic self-pollTnation lakes 
place. 

The Bird Cherry is a very widely distributed tree, occurring 
over most of Europe eastwards as far as Manchuria and Japan, 
south to Persia and the Himalayas; the wood is hard and yellow- 
ish, but not put to much use. 

1 recognize the genus Padus as distinct from the true Cherries 
{Ptunui>) because, as in the case of Pyru^ {Sorbus^ Malas^ etc.). 
Primus IS diMsible into more than one genus, Jn Padus the 
racemes of flow'crs are alwa\s borne at the ends of the >oang 
shoots, in Tauroccrasijs (see fig, 1) the racemes are axillary, whilst 
in Prunus pioper the flowers are cliislcicd and not arranged in 
racemes, or only rarely and very shortly so. 

Formerly the Bird Cherry was much sought after in France by 
cabinet-makers saxd turners for the attractively grained wood, the 
beauty of which was increased by sawing the trunk diagonally in- 
stead of parallel with its length. 

Although the fruits are so sour to human beings, birds eat them 
readily, hence the origin of the common name, whilst caterpillars 
devour the leaves ot this tree more than any others of the family. 
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SLOE 

Prunm spinosa L. (x |) 


Flowers appearing before the leaves on short lateral spine-tipped 
branchlets; calyx (A, xl) with 5 lanceolate lobes, lined inside 
with a 10-lobed disk; petals (B, x2i) white; stamens about 12- 
15, the yellow anthers attached at the back above the base 
(C, x6); carpel (D, x2) 1, free within the calyx-tube, gradually 
narrowed into a rather long slendei' style tipped with a head-like 
(capitate) stigma; largest leaves (E, on the longer shoots, 
which bear neither flowers nor fruit, more or less elliptic and 
rather shortly toothed; fruit fF, x-J) blue-black and globular or 
broadly elliptic (family Rosaceae), 



The fruit of the Sloe, like that of the cherry (fig. 5), is known 
as a drupe or stone fruit, in which the outer part is fleshy, and the 
inner part is hard and stony and contains a single seed; it is very 
astringent, but makes a fairly good jam; formerly used in making 
British ‘Port Wine’, and the juice for marking-ink; wood tough 
and used as teeth for rakes. The spine-tipped branchlets protect 
the young foliage from browsing animals and the plant is useful 
for hedges. Damsons and the various kinds of Plums of our gar- 
dens are derived from forms of the Sloe. Jt is not likely to be con- 
fused with other wild species of the genus, Prunus avium L. (see 
fig, 8), and P, padus L., the Bird Cherry, or Heckberry, as it is 
often called in the north; the latter has rather Jong racemes of 
small white flowers and black very bitter shining fruits. 





ENTIRE-LEAVED COTONEASTER 7 

i^otonecfster integerrimus Medik ( xj) 

A dwarf deep-rooted shrub with long and short shoots, the older 
branches with a dark purplish-red glabrous bark; young branch- 
lets covered with short cottony hairs; leaves broadly ovate-elliptic 
to nearly rounded, entire, t-2 in. long and nearly as much broad, 
glabrous or nearly so above, densely and softly woolly below, 
with rather obscure looped lateral nerves; stipules conspicuous, 
acute, brownish; flowers (C, x2l) pink, few at the ends of the 
short shoots; bracts linear, hairy on the margin; calyx 5-lobed, 
lobes erect, hairy on the margin ; petals tB, x4) 5, erect, obovate, 
pink, tinely veiny; stamens (A, x4) numerous in a ring at the base 



of the calyx-lobes; ovary inferior, composed of usually 3 carpels, 
each with a lalcral style about as long; fruits (D, x ij) pendulous, 
covered with a fine ‘bloom’, red, globose, about ;J- in. diam.; 
pyrenes (E, x3) 3-sided, rounded on the back, very hard (family 
Rosaceac^. - Synonym Cotoneaster vulgaris Lindt 

Found in Britain in only one locality in north Wales, but other- 
wise widely distributed as far east as Siberia and south to Spain 
and Persia. Nectar is secreted by the fleshy inner wall of the re- 
ceptacle, and wasps are the principal visitors,^ 

Numerous species of this genus arc cultivated, mainly for their 
ornamental berries; a favourite is C. micfophyllus Wall, which 
makes a pretty covering for rocky slopes. 
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WILD CHERRY or GEAN 
Prumis avium L. ( x^) ^ 


In woods and hedges, and generally distributed; common in 
beech woods; sometimes nearly 100 ft, high, with a girth up to 
12 ft.; trunk often unbranched to a considerable height, and 
covered with a thin smooth greyish bark which peels off in trans- 
verse strips: branches long and spreading, of two kinds, long 
shoots (A, and very short shbots (B, x ^), the long shoots 
continuing to elongate, the short shoots bearing an annual crop 
of flowers and, or, leaves; long shoots smooth between the short 
shoots, and tinged with purple; short shoots scarred by the stalks 
of the leaves of previous years; current season’s leaves produced 
from within a cluster of leaf-scales (C, x^) of various shapes; 
inner scales very hairy inside; leaf-stalks bear a pair of glands 
(extra-floral nectaries) near the top or almost on the base of the 
leaf-margin ( D, 1) : flowers appear at the same time as the leaves 
which attain Ihcir full size when the fruit is ripe; young leaves 
often with gland-tipped teeth; mature leaves elliptic or obovate, 
pointed, rather coarsely but bluntly toothed; hairs confined to 
the axils of the nerves (E, a 2\) and to the nerves; stipules nar- 
row, margined by glands: flowers 2-6 in a cluster, w^h stalks up 
to in. long; calyx-lobes reflexed; petals white, finely veined; 
stamens (F, x2) about 25, with long slender filaments and small 
rounded anthers attached in the middle; style 1, slender, as long 
as the stamens; fruii (G, x |) globose, reddish, (-seeded, seed fur- 
rowed along one edge (family Rosaccac), 

Primus avium is a \ery widely distributed tree, found in nearly 
the whole of Europe, as far north as Bergen in Norway, and south 
to Asia Minor and the Caucasus; being very ornamental in 
flower, it ha^^ been much planted, especially in parts of Germany, 
where it is grown alongside the highways. It is considered to be 
a native of the .southern counties of England. In Scotland it is 
usually called Gcan. The wood is scarce, but is one of the best 
native timbers for inside work, possessing a line even grain and 
taking a good surface and polish. If is likely to be confused w'ith 
only one other native species, P, cerasus L., which, however, never 
becomes a free, but remains a bushy shrub with much-branched 
stems, and from the roots are produced numerous suckers. 

A characteristic feature of Primus avium is the presence of 
curious glands on the leaf-stalk, just below the leaf-blade, and 
shown clearly in fig. D. Each bunch of leaves is produced from a 
cluster of bud-scales varying in shape (fig. C). 
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9 MEDLAR 

Mespilus germanica L, ( xi) 

Small tree with axillary spines; young shoots more or less villous 
with soft whitish hairs; stipules oblanceolale, small and leafy, with 

glandular teeth: leaves 
deciduous, alternate, 
oblong-obovate to lan- 
ceolate, rounded at the 
base, triangular at the 
apex, 21-4 in. long, 1- 
li^ in. broad, entire or 
finely toothed in the 
upper half, very softly 
pubescent on both sur- 
faces especially when 
young; flowers terminal 
on the young lateral 
branchlels; pedicel and 
calyx densely villous; 
calyx widely turbinate, 
deeply 5-lobcd, lobes 
spreading Ijelween the 
petals, linear-lanceolate, 
about I in. long; petals 
5, white, broadly obo- 
\ate; stamens (A, xH) 
numerous; anthers at- 
tached in the middle; 
ovary inferior, very hairy 
on lop; styles (B, H) 
usually 5, sometimes 2 or mote partly united; fruit (C, x|) 
rounded-ovoid, obtusely angular, hairy, crowned by the per- 
sistent incurved calyx-lobes and remains of stamens and styles 
(family Ro^aceae). 

In hedges and woods In various parts of England, usually as an 
escape from cultivation; the fruit is not palatable until it has be- 
, soft and pulpy, and it should be left on the tree as long as 
possible - to about the end of October; it should then be stored 
until fit to eat. The white conspicuous flowers are produced in May 
and June. They are bisexual and the half-concealed nectar is se- 
creted by a yellow fleshy ring in the receptacle within the stamens. 
The species is a native of Europe and Asia Minor. 
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HAWTHORN 

* Crataegus monogyna Jacq. { x|-) 


10 


A shrub or small tree, the branchlets often ending in stiff sharp 
thorns; leaves born on very short annual shoots, stalked, with a 
pair of lanceolate acute leafy stipules at the base of the stalk (A, 
X li); blade obovate-wedge-shaped in outline, 3-lobed, lobes as- 
cending coarsely 2“3-toothed, bright green and glabrous or slight- 
ly hairy below in the axils of the mam nerves; flowers (B, x2i) 
fragrant, arranged in short broad corymbs at the ends of the short 
leafy shoots; bracts very small and soon falling off; stalks hairy 



towards the top and on the calyx-tube; calyx-lobes 5, widely 
separated, oblong-lanceolate, not hairy; petals 5, white or tinged 
with pink, much overlapping in bud (imbricate), free from one 
another, roundcd-obovaie ; stamens about 25; anthers pink; 
ovary inferior, with 1 rather thick style woolly at the base a|id^4 
head-like stigma; fruit (C, xlj) a red ‘berry’, mote of '‘’less: 
globose, crowned by the short calyx-lobes, with a mealy exterior; 
and containing a hard nut (drupe) containing a single seed (family 
Rosaceae). 

There are two species in Britain, that described above and 
Crataegus oxyacanthoides Thuill, with less cut leaves. 
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11 CRAB APPLE 

Mains pumila MilL (syn. Pyrus malus L.fC x |) 

One of our most beautiful small native trees, especially when in 
flower or fruit; bark scaly and fissured; leaves scattered on the 

long shoots, clustered 
on the short shoots, 
narrowly obovate, 
sharply serrate; flowers 
A, x^, petals removed) 
5-6 in a cluster (umbel) 
and appearing with 
the leaves at the top 
of a short shoot; calyx- 
lobes pointed, woolly 
inside; petals (B, > J-) 
5, pink outside, white 
inside; stamens (C, 
y 2) about 20; anthers 
ovate, tipped by a 
gland; ovary inferior: 
styles 5, ugited in the 
louder pai t ( D, y i\: 
i:, v 3i); fruit (JF, xj) 
almost globular, about 
1 in. diam., green flush- 
ed with led, veiy acid 
(family Rosaccae). 

Duiing the day the 
flowers of the Crab 
Apple give ofl" only a 
very slight odour of honey, but at night they possess an agreeable 
fragrance which attracts numerous night-flying insects. When the 
flower opens the erect stamens are crowded together in the middle, 
and their close, yellow anthers are usually well below the level of 
the five already mature stigmas The latter are thus almost certain 
to receive pollen from other flowers carried by insects searching 
for the nectar, which is secreted inside the calyx-tube (receptacle). 
Cross-pollination, as in our garden apples, is necessary for a good 
crop of crab apples The tree grows apparently wild from about 
the Forth and Clyde areas southwards, and in many parts of Eire. 
Some trees have been reported up to 45 ft. high. 
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WHITE BEAM 
Sofbus aria (L.) Crantz (x^) 


12 


A shrub or moderate-sized tree up to about 40 ft. high, easily re- 
cognized by the snow-white under-surface of the leaves; branch- 
lets brownish-crimson, marked with very small rounded pore-like 
Icnticels; leaves simple, ovate to slightly obovate, shortly wedge- 
shaped at the base, rounded or slightly pointed at the apex, aver- 
aging about 3 in. long and 2 in. broad, woolly-hairy on both sur- 
faces when young, but the hairs only persisting below, rather 
coarsely and doubly crenate-dentate, with 6-9 pairs of nearly 



straight prominent nerves; flowers (A, arranged in a ter- 

minal corymb (sec figure) at the end of the new shoots, covered 
all over w'lth cottony white hairs; petals (B, ..2) white; stamens 
(C, \2) about 25, in two rows; styles (D, > 2i) 2, hairy at the 
base; fruits (tf, x4) ellipsoid, red, in. long (F, section 
of fruit) (synonym Pyjus aria (L ) Ehrh.) (family Rosaceae), 

The White Beam is a tree in woods, on good soil rcadiing 40-50 
ft. or sometimes a little higher, 1 n rocky mountainous situations, 
however, it is usually shrubby. It is easily recognized by the 
snowy'-whitc under-surface of the leaves, but outside Britain it 
exhibits a great <^ariety of forms in a wild state, ranging as it docs 
over a wide area throughout Europe, Algeria, Asia Minor, and as 
fai east as Siberia and central China. 
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13 ROWAN (MOUNTAIN ASH) 

Sorbus aucttparia L. ( x +) 


An elegant tree up to about 30 ft. high with numerous spreading 
branches; bark brownish-grey, smooth, branchlets reddish- 
brown; wintei-bu’ds ovoid, hairy; leaves alternate, pinnate, with 
with about 6-8 pairs of leaflets and an end one, and a slightly 
winged <sommon stalk ; leaflets oblong, toothed (dentate), smooth 
or more or less hairly below; stipules very small and soon falling 
off and leaving a slight scar; flowers (B, x 4) small, rather densely 
arranged in a more or less flat cluster (corymb), scented; calyx 
(A, x4) adnale to the lower part of the carpels, wjth 5 short tri- 
angular teeth; petals creamy-white, rounded; stamens (C, x3) 
20-25; anthers (D, x5) brownish-yellow; styles (E, x4) usually 
3, hairy at the base; fruit more or less globular, fleshy, about i in. 
diam., scarlet or rarely orange, soon eaten by birds (F, flower 
bud, x A) Rosaceac). 

This beautiful tree will scarcely be confused with any other 
native kinds because of its distinctive characters. Tt is a favourite 
for small gardens, and is often planted as a street tree, where it 
provides food for birds in the autumn. It is more common in the 
northern parts of Britain, and in the past was put t^ many uses, 
some due to superstition. For instance, it was supposed to be a 
protection against witchcraft, a twig being carried about the per- 
son for this purpose. The wood is hard with a fine grain, but the 
tree should not be confused with the true Ash, Fraxims excelsior 
L., described undcrTig. 201 and which has opposite leaves and dry 
winged fruits. 

There are several exotic species of Sorbus related to the Rowan 
which are becoming increasingly popular, not only because of 
their elegant form and foliage, but because of the beauty of their 
autumn colours and their ornamental fruits. One of the most in- 
teresting species is the south European Sorbus domestica L,, a 
single tree of which grew in the middle of the Wyre forest in 
Worcestershire, where it was probably introduced in Roman 
times. It was regarded as an old tree in 1 678, and lasted until 1862, 
when it was maliciously burnt down. It is pleasant to recall that 
descendants of this tree, which was known to everyone and vener- 
ated in the neighbourhood, are still growing in the forest. The 
fruits are interesting, being of two shapes, on one tree being 
shaped like a pear, and on another like an apple. 
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WILD SERVICE TREE 
Sorbus tonninalis (L.) Crantz ( 


A large shrub or medium-sized tree with purplish-brown branch- 
lets; leaves borne on short lateral barren shoots and also on the 
young flowering terminal shoots, deciduous, ovate-elliptic in out- 
line, rounded or slightly cordate at the base, piiinately divided 
into about 7*8 lobes, these sharply pointed and serrulate, the 
mam lateral nerves as many as the lobes and very slightly hairy in 
their axils below, the lemainder of the hairs below soon falling off; 
stipules not evident; flowers (B, xl) in terminal corymbs, their 
branches more or less woolly-hairy: upper part of calyx-tube (A, 
X I ) less hairy than the lower, lobes triangular, glandular on the 



margin; petals w'hile, larger than in the Rowan (Mountain Ash) 
(fig. 13); stamens iC, / 2) about 25, inllcxed in bud; styles (D, 
X2) usually 2, united below; ovary inferior; berries (h, xni) ellip- 
soid, brownish, with warty lenlicels, about I in. long (synonym 
Pyrus tonnwahs <L ) L hi hart) (family Rosaccac). 

Not wild in Britain, but planted in the southern half of Eng- 
land; it prefers a soil rich in humus: known as the 'Service’ or 
‘Griping’ tree, and in Kent and Sussex the fruits arc called 
‘Chequers’. They ripen late in October, are eaten by birds, and 
have a winc-like flavour when over-npe; leaves reddish-yellow m 
autumn. 
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TREE AMELANCHIER 
^Amelanchier arbor ea Fernald (x^) 


15 


A shrub or small tree with slender often arched stems; branches 
somewhat crimson and with a glaucous ‘bloom’ like that on a 


bunch of grapes; leaves 
and flowers appearing to- 
gether; stipules (A, xi) 
thread-like, softly hairy. 
J in. long; leaves (B, 
> J) oblong-elliptic, 
rounded at the base, 
shaiply and rather sud- 
denly pointed, at flower- 
ing time about 1 i in. long 
and i in. broad, soril> 
haii'y on both surfaces 
but the hairs soon falling 
off, closely toothed w'lth 
sharp incurved teeth on 
the margin; stalk about 
i as long as the blade, 
softly hairy; flowcis (C\ 
[) several in a terminal 
raceme; bracts and brac- 
teolcs linear, reddish, 
hairy; calyx with 5 
spicading triangular awl- 
sisaped lobes woolly-haiiy 



above; petals (D, ^ 1 ' ) 5, spreading to a diameter of about H 
white, oblanceolale; stamens about 15, incurved in bud. opening 
in turn from the outside, ovary somewhat below^ the calyx with 
a smooth cushion-hke top fiom the middle of which arises the 
shortly 5-Iobed style with 1 ringed stigmas; fruit campanulate, 
reddish purple, about \ in. diam , topped by the persistent sepals, 
lilamcnts and style (family Rosaceac). - Synonym Amelanchier 


canadensis of many authors, not of Medic; also A, hie vis var. 


villosa. 


Naturalized on the Bagshot Heath, Huitwood Common, Sur- 
rey, etc.; native of the eastern United States of America as far 


north as Quebec. 
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U DROPWORT 

Filipendula hexapetala Ghhh (xjy 

Pemnnial with the roots swollen here and there into oblong tubers 
(A, xi) (hence the common name Dropwort), stems erect, up 

to about 2 ft high, but 
usually about 1 ft ; 
leaves mostly crowded 
at the base of the stem, 
pinnately divided into 
several separate often 
alternately longer and 
shorter segments, which 
inciease in length up- 
wards and are coarsely 
toothed, glabrous or 
nearly so, stipules 
broad and adnate to 
the leal-stalk neaily 
their full length, flow- 
ers (B, > U) in a ter- 
minalcyiTK^w ithiaceme- 
likc branches, and the 
flowers on one side, the 
lateral ones veiy shonly 
stalked calyx 5-Iobcd, 
lobes oblong, rounded 
at the apex, glabrous, 
petals 6-^, rounded- 
obovate, shortl> clawed, 
pure w hite or sometimes 
tinged with red, sta- 
mens numerous caipeK (C, 3) free, 6 12, not twisted in fiuit 

(D, k4) shortly hairy (synonym Spuaea fihpc/uiula L) (family 
JRo^aceai ) 

This plant bears various names in diffeient hlofas^ such as 
Spiraea filipcndula L , U/mana fiUpendula Hill and the one used 
for It hcie The companion species m the British flora, the Mea- 
dow-Sweet, IS shown in fig 17, and it is there explained why a 
separate generic name is necessarv tor them F hexapetala^ so 
named from having usually six petals, ranges right across Europe 
and Asiatic Russia, and flowers in summer It is found mainly in 
dry chalky and limestone pastures The flowers have a faint scent, 
but secrete no nectar. 
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MEADOW-SWEET 17 

filipcndula uhnaria (L.) Maxim. (x|) 

Rootstock short and creeping; stem purplish, up to 4 ft high; 
basal leaves (A, x ;) large, pinnate; terminal leaflets deeply 3-4- 
lobed; lateral leaflets more or less elliptic, doubly and finely 
toothed (serrulate); between the larger leaflets are pairs of small 
leaflets; all with a dense felt of white hairs or sometimes iilmost 
without hairs below; stipules leafy, ear-shaped; upper stem- 
leaves smaller and usually only 3-lobed; flowers (B, x2) arranged 
in a cyme with the lateral branches longer than those in the 
middle^ i-in. diam,; calyx-lobcs ovate, reflexed; petals (C, x3) 


creamy-white, clawed; stamens (D, x 12) numerous; carpels (E, 
>' 4) free, and with short subterminal styles and head-like (capi- 
tate) stigmas, becoming more twisted and falcatcin fruit (F, x !i ; 
G, >'2i) (family Rosaceac), 

This is one of our most attractive wild plants, generally distri- 
buted in wet meadows and near water ; it will not always be found 
in botanical books under llie genus name Filipcndula^ but often as 
Spiraea, The genus Astilbe (family Saxtfragaceae\ a common 
greenhouse pot plant, is often called by garckjners Spiraea, True 
Spiraeas, however, are woody, and our plant is sufficiently dis- 
tinct to bear a different generic name. Botanists do not always 
agree about points such as these, though there is not much differ- 
ence of opinion regarding the genera of our common plants. 





18 


RASPBERRY 
Rubus idaeus L- { x i) 


Stems biennial, flowering and fruiting the second season, woody, 
to about 5 ft. high* prickly (A, x 1); rootstock short; leaves pin- 
nate, the lower often 
with two pairs, the up- 
per with one pair of 
leaflets and an end leaf- 
let; leaf-stalk some- 
times with a few short 
prickles; leaflets broad- 
ly ovate, doubly cut in- 
to sharp-pointed teeth, 
end leaflet bioadcr and 
largei , with a soft felt of 
while hairs below; sti- 
pules paiicd above the 
base of the leaf-stalk, 
thrcad-likc; flowers few 
together at the top of 
the stem, s^lh single or 
paned flowers in the 
upper axils, these ma- 
tuiing iirst and ripen- 
ing Ihcir fruits; flower- 
stalks (pedicels) slen- 
der, with soft short 
hairs and small prickles , 
sepals 5, with a long point from a liiangular base, softly hairy 
(B, 1); petals 5, white (C. \ \): stamens (O, x3) numeioiis; 

carpels (L, x 3 ) numeious on a conical receptacle, free and woolly 
when young, becoming red or yellow and juicy in fruit, style 
slender (F, seed <5) (family Rosaccac). 

TJie Raspberry is easy to recognize among the many British 
species, forms, and hybrids of the genus Riihiis It grows in par- 
tially open spots in woods and is often common on the sides of 
railway embankments and cuttings. It flowers from June on- 
wards, and soon produces a crop of the juicy red berncs so much 
sought after by country people. Nectar is secreted tn a fleshy ring 
on the margin of the flower-axis (receptacle) within the stamens. 
The styles Yoim a convenient landing-place for insects, which 
effect cross-pollmation, but self-pollination may also take place. 
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CLOUDBERRY 

Ruhits chamaemorus L. ( x f ) 


Dwarf perennial herb of the moors and mountains; Jow^er part of 
the stem with a few large sheathing brown persistent stipiiless; 
leaves 1-3 on each plant, 
long-stalked, rounded-kid- 
nev-shaped in outline, deeply 
palmately 5-lobed and 5- 
ncrved, cordate at the base, 
about 1 1 - 2 in. broad, slightly 
hairy un the nerves below; 
llowers unisexual, dioecious, 
solitary, terminal, long- : 
stalked, sialks shortly hairy 
and with some gland-tipped 
hairs; sepals 5, broadly el- 
liptic, pointed, glandular- 
pubescent petals white, 
lounded-obovale, J in long; 
stamens numerous, ripe car- 
pels orange-ycIJow', ellipsoid, 
reticulate, J- in. long, sur- 
rounded by the persistent 
calyx (family Rosneeae), 

Crows in turfy bogs on 
the mountains in noithcrn 



Biitain, especially in Scotland, flowering during tlie summer; cir- 
cumpolar and subarctic distribution. 

This species is a very intcrcsimg example of a herb derived 
from more woody ancestors. There is a great reduction in the 
number of leaves per plant ; sometimes there is only one, and the 
solitary flowcis are of one sex, the male on one and the female on 
another plant (dioecious), though female howers with almost 
normal stamens have been observed in Germany. The flowers arc 
seldom visited by insects, and fruits are uncommon Propagation 
is mostly vegetative, by underground shoots. It grows in Green- 
land, and in some parts only female plants occur, and in other 
parts only males. In Spitsbergen the species is mainly sterile. 

Other common names are " Roe-buck-berry the ‘Knowt- 
berry ’ of the Scotch, and ‘Knotberry ’ in old English. In Germany 
it has several names, ' Moltebecre', ‘Multbcere’, ‘Schcllbeere’, 
‘Kranichbeere’, and ‘Torfbecre’. 
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MOUNTAIN AVENS 
Dryas octopetala L. ( X J) 


Woody perennial with short much-branched prostrate or creep- 
ing stems and forming dense tufts; leaves (A, x H) alternate, on 
fairly long hairy stalks, oblong or ovate-oblong in outline but 
deeply toothed on the margin and rounded-cordate at the base, 
glabrous and green above with, impressed nerves and veins, 
snow-white below with woolly hairs, in. long; stipules thin, 
united to the leaf-stalks, but with free linear tops; flowers on long 
slender hairy stalks terminating the short leafy shoots; sepals (B, 
X li) about 8, narrow, nervose on the inside, woolly hairy outside; 
petals (C, X 1) white, about 8 to 10 or rarely fewer, narrowly obo- 



vate, veiny; stamens (D, x6) very numerous, with slender Hla- 
ments, and rounded anther-locuh; achenes (E, x2) numerous, 
free, silky hairy, each in fruit ending in a long plumose tail like 
that of ‘Traveller's Joy\ Clematis vita/ha (fig. 241) (family 
Ro^accae). 

This lovely and distinctive plant is not found over the whole of 
Britain, but is frequent in northern England, northern and west- 
ern Eire, and the mountains of northern Scotland, especially on 
limestone soil. It is widely distributed in arctic and alpine regions 
of the northern hemisphere. 

The flowers are protogynoits, i.c. the stigmas are receptive be- 
fore the anthers release their pollen. Failing insect visitors to 
effect cross-pollination, automatic self-pollination may take place 
owing to the higher position of the anthers. Nectar is secreted by 
a ring below the filaments. 
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COMMON AVENS or HERB BENNETT 21 
Geum iirbamm L* ( X f) 

Perennial herb growing in hedgebanJks and on the borders of 
woods, and generally distributed, but rarer in the north of Scot- 
land; the basal leaves 
(A, x^) have longish 
stalks with a large end- 
lobe which IS either 
shortly 3-lobcd or 
divided to the base in- 
to 3 separate leaflets; 
stem-leaves variably 
lobed from above the 
middle to nearly the 
base; stipules (B, /\) 
large and leafy; flowers 
terminal and solitary, 
sepals 5, united m the 
lower part, with a small 
bractcole between each : 
petals (C\ \2i) bright 
yellow; stamens (I'), 

' 8) numerous; cai- 
pcls numerous, free, 
in fruit (b, ' i), pro- 
duced into a hooked 
prickle fF, x 2 i) (fami- 
ly Rosactrac). 

This plant flowers 
from late spring til 
autumn, and the fruits 
are readily distributed by means of the hooked prickles, which 
catch on to the clothing of passers-by and the coats and fUr of 
animals. Nectar is secreted by a green fleshy ring within the 
stamens. Cioss-pollination is effected by insect visitors, and self- 
pollination is also possible. The plant was formerly used in medi- 
cine and the roots to impart a dove-like flavour to ale 

A second species of the genus is also found in Britain, the Water 
Avens, Geum rivale L., (fig. 22) which grows in marshy places 
and ditches, and is common in northern England, Scotland, and 
Eire. In this llic petals are orange streaked w'ith red, and where the 
two species grow' together hybrids between them are often found. 
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WATER AVENS 
Gcum rivale L. ( x 


Perennial herb with a rather slender rhizome covered with persist- 
ent leaf-sheaths fringed wsiih hairs; roots sometimes hairy; basal 
leaves (A, x^) on long hairy stalks, irregularly pinnate, the leaf- 
lets increasing in size upwards, the end one the largest, and widely 
cordate to wedge-shaped (cunealp) at the base, the lower becom- 
ingrvery small, all coarsely toothed or lobed, finely but thinl> hairy 
on both surfaces; stipules leafy, entire or lobed, clothed with long 
slender hairs; stem-leaves becoming much smaller and with very 
short stalks; flowers (B, xj) few (2-3) at the lop of the stems. 



with leafy inacts; sometimes some flowers are unisexual, the males 
having only rudiments of carpels; stalks very softly haiiy; calyx 
(C, * 1 ) reddish-brown, \\ ith 5 ovate-triangular pointed lobes and 
ver> narrow lobes (bracteoles) between them, petals (D, / 1}) 5, 
yellow, streaked with red, obovatc, narrowed into a clav^ , strongly 
nerved; stamens (K, 4) numeious; carpels arranged in a stalked 

bunch, densely covered with long soft hairs, with a long slender 
style which in fruit (F, Cj, "<2) liccomes bent like a hook m the 
upper part and clothed with long spreading hairs (family Rosa- 
evae). 

Grows in marshy places and ditches, and widely distributed in 
the temperate regions all around the nortJietn hemisphere; com- 
mon in northern Bniain and m Eire. Nectar is stored in numerous 
drops in theteceptacle. Either cross- or self-pollination is possible, 
some humble-bees stealing nectar by inserting their proboscis be- 
tween the calyx and petals. 
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SHRUBBY CINQUEFOIL 
Potentilh fruticosa L. ( X i) 


23 


A more or less erect much-branched shrub up to 2i ft. high but 
sometimes dwarfer; bark on older branches split longitudinally; 
annual shoots 
and leaves 
covered with 
long silvery 
silky hairs; 
stipules about 
\ m. long, ob- 
long-Janceo- 
late, acutely 
acuminate, 
longitudinally 
nerved, with 
membranous 
m a r g 1 n s, ^ 
leaves pin- ^ 
natcly 5-foliolatc (larcly T-foIiolate), leaflets oblong-lanceolate, 
entire, acute, about J in. long; ilow'ers about l-lj in. drain, 
numerous and doited all over the plant, with silky stalks about as 
long as the leaves; caly\ (A, \ H) double, i e. composed of an 
epicalyx of 5 lanceolate biacleoles as long as the 5 ovate-acumin- 
ate calyx-lobes, both sets silky hairy; petals (B, \ 1) 5, yellow, 
spreading, vemy; stamens ((,\ I t) numesous: carpels (D, y 11) 
numerous, with a basal style, silky hairy (family Roscktlic). 

Conhned to hilly limestone districts in northern England and 
along the western edge of the central plain of Eire, flowering in 
summer; widely distiibuted around the north tcmpeiate zone as 
far south as the Himalaya^. Nectar is secreted by ihe receptacle. 
The chances of cross- and self-pollination aie about equal in this 
species, foi insects on alighting may Uiuch either the stigmas first 
or the anthers which open at the sides. 

Owing to Its very wide range this species varies very much and 
there are sevciai varieties m cultivation wbich aie described in 
Bean’s Trees and Shnths Hardy in ihe British Isles : one of these, 
var. grandifioia WilJd., has leaves and flowers mucli than 
the type form, the flowers averaging as much as H in. ia,ifjiam.; 
var. leueantha Spalh has white flowers, as also var. xeltchii^ a 
fine form from Hupeh originally described by Wil&on as P. 
veiichii. 
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SILVERY-LEAVED CINQUEFOIL 
PoienUIla argentea L. ( X J) ' 


Low perennial with slen4er brown rootstock: leaves (F, x 1) green 
and very minutely hairy above, white below with short woolly 
hairs; blade ^divided to the base into 5 parts, each part (FI, x2) 
narrowly w^gc-shaped to the base, deeply lobcd, the lateral 
nerves impr&sed above, promimpnt below; stipules paired at the 
ba^ of the stalk and joined to it for a shoit distance; Howers (A, 
X i , petals removed) in short leafy cymes, the bracts leaf-like and 
sessile; flowers in the forks maturing first and on a slender stalk ; 
calyx ‘double’ (B, x 1), made up of 5 leafy bracteoles and 5 ovate 
lobes, hairy outside; petals (C, x2) 5, bright yellow, rounded; 



stamens (D, x4) several, with slioii yellow anihcis and brownish 
connective; carpels x3) numerous, surrounded by shaggy 
white hairs (family Rosaceac), 

This very distinctive species is locally distributed in England 
and south-eastern Scotland, but does not occur in hire* It grows 
in dry, sunny pastures, heaths, and by roadsides, flowering in 
sumnppt It is common in Norway, and is found through central 
Eurogfe^and aaoss Asia. Bees and flies effect pollination. 

In Britaip there are about fifteen species of PoteNtilla (see also 
notes under jP, fruticosa, fig. 23), and for their identification a 
modern Flora such as recommended on p. xiv should be used. 
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TRAILING TORMlNTlL 
PoteniMIa procumbens Sibth. (x^) 


25 


Perennial with short thick rootstock, bearing a cluster of radical 
leaves and slender trailing stems rooting at the nodes; basal leaves 
on slender stalks and divided into 3-5 wedge-shaped coarsely 
toothed leaflets about J in. Jong and i in. broad, thinly hairy on 
both surfaces, especially on the nerves below; stem-leaves shortly 
stalked, with leaflets similar to the basal ones but smaller; stipules 
large and resembling lower leaflets; flowers solitary in the upper 
leaf-axils, on very slender stalks about 1^ in. long; calyx (A, x2J) 
double, of 4-5 narrow biacteoles and 4-5 ovate haiiy sepals; 
petals (B, :<4) 4 oi 5, yellow, obovate and broadly notched; 



stamens (C, '<5) several; carpels (D, x6) several inserted on a 
densely sctose-hairy axis, in fiiut (E, xC) ellipsoid and coarsely 
reticulate (family Rosaccae), 

A locally common species in woodlands, hedgebanks, and 
amongst bushes on commons, but widely distributed in Europe. 

Potentilla is a very large genus of more than three hundred 
species, most of them herbs, but a few shrubby. It is a good ex- 
ample to demonstrate how some herbs have been derived from 
woody ancestors. Several of these herbaceous species, besides be- 
ing reduced to herbs, show a corresponding reduction in the num- 
ber of carpels and stamens, an example being P. sibhaldii Hall. f. 
(fig. 31). 


c (i) 


65 



26 ERECT POTENTILLA , 

Potentilla crecta (L.) Rausch’ ( x i) 

Perennial herb with numerous slender erect pubescent stems from 
a thick many-headed rootstock; leaves nearly sessile, divided to 

the base into 3 narrowly 
wedge-shaped segments, 
with a pair of leafy lobu- 
late stipules at the base, 
the segments coarsely 
and shaiply toothed; 
pedicels axillary and 
terminal, often collect- 
ed into a loose leafy 
cyme, very slender; se- 
pels (A, x2) 4, nar- 
rowly triangular-lance- 
olate, acute, with a 
narrow bracieolc be- 
iw'ccn each; petals (B, 
U) 4 or rarely 5, 
yellow, broadly obo- 
vate, veiny , stamens tC, 
3) 15-20; carpels 

(D, x4) few, obliquely 
•obo\oia, hairy around 
the base, with a slender 
Jaieial style, glabrous; 
fruits (F, x3) ovoid, 

reticulate (F, fruits, ^ 1) 
(family Rosaceae), 

On heaths and dry pastures, widely distributed; flowering in 
summer. In most British Florae this is usually included in the 
aggregate species, P. tormmtilla. Nectar is secreted on the inner 
side of the calyx-tube (receptacle), and the anthers are only cover- 
ed with pollen on their narrow outer edges. Cross-pollination is 
effected by insects, but during dull weather the flowers are half 
shut, when self-pollination may take place. 

Although most of the British species of PotcuiiUa are herbs, 
many of the exotic species are shrubs. The herbaceous species, 
therefore, are probably the most highly evolved, for theii shrubby 
ancestry is indicated by the possession of a woody underground 
rootstock, a device which ensures their preservation in winter and 
during excessive droughts. 
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STRAWBERRY-LEAVED POTENTILLA. 27 
«AR,REN STRAWBERRY 
PotentiUa sterilis (L.) Gai'cke ( x 

Perennial with the habit of the Wild Strawberry, covered with 
long silky hairs; leaves on long stalks, divided into 3 teaficts, these 
broadly obovate, nearly 
sessile, wedge-shaped 
at the base, very coarsely 
toothed, silky hairy on 
both surfaces; stipules 
large and thin, joined to 
the leaf-stalks, persisting 
on the older part of the 
stem; flowers (B, 1) 

solitary, on long slender 
stalks, nearly \ in. d lam. , 
calyx (A, ' I ) of .5 nar- 
rowly triangular lobes 
with a nairow braclcole 
between each almost as 
Jong; petals (C', 'll) 
white, broadly obovatc; 
stamens (D, x3) about 
20; anthers elliptic, 
carpels (E, '*"4) round- 
ed, glabrous, wulh a Jong 
slender style attached 
at the side: in fiuil (F, 

/ 5) obo\oid and leticulale; receptacle not enlarging as in the 
Strawberry (synonym Potciitillu Jragunasti um Ehrh ) (family 
Rosacc\fc), 

This species flowers in early spring, and grows on banks, dry 
pastures, and in open woods in Europe, extending eastwards as 
far as the Caucasus; it is rare iti norihein districts of Britain. It 
greatly resembles the wild Strawberiy (fig. 32), having veiy simi- 
lar white flowers hut borne singly, and with quite different fruits. 
Between tlic stamens and the carpels is a pentagonal hairy colour- 
ed nectar-nng. After a lime the stamens bend inwards and touch 
the stigmas, when self-pollination results. The hairs on the upper 
surface of the loaves have a bulbous swelling the base. 
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28 CREEPING CINQUEFOIL 

PotcntiU€irep(an5l..ix\) ^ ^ 

Perennial herb with a slender rootstock and slender creeping 
stems which root ai the nodes and form new plants; leaves on 
long slender^istalks, divided fan-wise into 5 separate leaflets, the 
latter oblanceolate and rather coarsely toothed; stipules ovate, 
large, not divided; flowers 3~1 in. across, on slender stalks (pedi- 
cels) usually longer than the leaves; calyx with 5 ovate-triangular 
lobes and narrower Jobes (bractlets) between (A, petals (B, 
X li) bright yellow, widely notched at the top; stamens about 20; 
anthers (C, x 5) egg-shaped (ovoid), opening at the sides; achenes 



head-like (capitate) stigma (family Rosaccac). 

This is a very common species in meadows and by roadsides 
mixed with other ‘herbage', and it flowers during summer and 
autumn. It becomes rather scarce north of the Forth and Clyde. 
One other is common and liable to be mistaken for P. reptans. 
This is P. lonnentilla Sibth,, which has only 4 petals in ail or 
nearly all the flowers, and the upper leaves are not stalked. 

As in other species of the genus, the nectar is secreted m the 
form of a shining layer on the inner wall of the cal^x-lube or l e- 
ceptacle around the base of the stamens. Cross-pollination is 
usually effected by insect visitors, but automatic self-pollination 
also takes place owing to the closing of the flowers in dull weather 
and during the night. 
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SILVER WEED 
» PotentiHa anserina L. ( x }) 


29 


Perennial with slender rootstock, giving off procumbent runners; 
leaves all radical, more or less horizontally spreading, silky and 
silvery-white on both sides; leaflets up to about 15 pairs, sessile, 
oblanceolate, sharply toothed, with smaller pairs of leaflets be- 
tween; flowers about 1 in. diam., solitary on slender stalks from 
the rootstock or in the leaf-axils on the runners; sepals and bracts 
of the epicalyx together 10, almost equal, but in two distinct 
whorls, hairy (see fig. A, flower from below, x^); petals (B, x 1) 
yellow, finely veined, almost orbicular; stamens about 20; anthers 



(C, x3) ovate, opening at the side, carpels (D, x2) numerous, 
elliptic, with the slender style inserted towards the top (family 
Rosaceat/). 

If South Africa has its Silver tree, we have a similarly coloured 
weed, for it is silky and silvery-white all over; it grows in damp 
meadows and banks of ditches as well as damp places on road- 
sides. In this species the nectar is secreted as a thin shining film on 
the inner wall of the calyx-tube around the base of the stamens, 
and is of a dark or reddish-yellow colour. If insect visitors alight 
in the middle of the flower they effect cross-poflination, but if this 
does not occur automatic self-pollination takes place on account 
of the flowers closing up completely at niglit or in dull weather. 
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30 MARSH CINQUEFOIL 

Poientilla pahistris (L.) Scop, (xf) 

In marshy places and spongy peat-bogs, especially in hilly dis- 
tricts; whole plant strongly astringent; rootstock blackish, creep- 
ing in the mud; lower 
iea\es stalked, with a 
terminal and 2-3 pairs 
of lateral leaflets; stalk 
haiiy, with the large 
stipule joined to it for 
some distance from its 
base; leaflets elliptic, 
\ery coarsely toothed 
(serrate); upper leaves 
(A, \ 1) much smaller 
and very shortly stalked 
with only 3 leaflets, and 
w ith a pail of large car- 
like stipules at the base; 
flowers (B, '<}) dark- 
pLiiplc, up ^to U in. 
diain., veiy few in a 
terminal leafy cluster, 
stalked; calyx-lobes 5, 
broad and sharply 
pointed, alteinating 
with much smaller 
bractlets {epicalyx), op- 
posite which arc the 
quite small petals (C, 
X 2i)’i stamens 20-25, inserted on a broad flat haiiy disk; anthers 
(D, x5) purple, opening at the side; caipcls (T, 3) numerous, 

with the slender style arising fiom neai the base; roots formerly 
used in tanning; they yield a yellowish dye (family Rosaceae). 

In this flower the duty of attiactmg insects has been largely 
assumed by the calyx, which is dark purple in the lower part, 
the petals being quite small and not at all conspicuous. The sta- 
mens are in two whorls and at first erect over the stigmas. But 
the latter arc not mature and receptive until after the anthers have 
opened and shed their pollen. Altcrwards the filameifts bend out- 
wards, leaving the space they occupied in the middle of the flower 
free for the styles to receive pollen carried from another flower by 
insectai collecting the nectar sccieled in the large disk. 
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^;iBBALD’S POTENTTLLA 31 

Potentilla sibhaldii Hall f. ( xi) 

Perennial with creeping or decumbent rootstock, forming dense 
spreading tufts, the short stems densely covered by the persistent 
leaf-bases; leaves long-petiolatc, with a large adnate stipule at the 
base, 3-folioIate, leaflets obovate- wedge-shaped, truncate and 
deeply 3-toothed at the apex (A, x 1), about t-J in. long, with 
long bristle-like hairs on both surfaces; flowers (B, xH) in 
shortly pedunculate corymb-like cymes with large leafy bracts; 
cdlyx (<7, 3) ‘double', i.e. with an epicalyK of 5 subulate bracts 

between the sepals, the latter ovate-triangular, stiongly nerved; 
petals 5 or sometimes absent, small, narrow', and inconspicuous, 
pale greenish yellow, stamens usually 5-7; achenes (D, x5) 



mostly 5, m fruit ovoid, pale >ciio\v-bro\vn, shining; style lateial 
(family Ro\uccac). - S>nonvni Sihhaldui procumK'ns L, 

Found only in the hills and mountains of northern Fngland and 
in Scotland, where it is more cv>mmon; circumpolai in distribu- 
tion and at greater elevations in the mountains of western and 
central Europe and in Asia, sometimes regarded as a separate 
genus from Potent iUu, but hardly disnnguishable from it by any 
definite charactcis. 

The flowers of this species are grcenish-ycliow' and not at all 
conspicuous. The nectar is exposed and secreted by the broad 
fleshy disk which surrounds the carpels and is eagerly sought for 
by short-tongued insects which effect cross- and self-pollination., 
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32 WILD STRAWBERRY 

Fragaria vesca L. ( x }) 

In appearance this is just a garden strawberry in miniature, and 
sometimes as tasteful; in w'oods and shady hedgebanks, often 
plentiful; perennial herb with runners (A), softly hairy all over; 
leaves long-stalked, divided to the base into three leaflets, the lat- 
ter obovate, wedge-shaped at the base, coarsely toothed (serrate), 
the teeth curved upwards; stipules dry and thin ; flowers few on a 
long common stalk (peduncle) up to about a foot long; bracts 
leafy; calyx (B, x l-j) of 5 broadly lanceolate lobes and with nar- 
row bracteoles between nearly as long, pubescent; petals (C, x 3) 




pure white, broadly obovatc-rounded; stamens 15-20; anthers 
(D, X 10) horse-shoe shaped, heart-shaped at the base, opening at 
the sides; carpels (E, x 10) free, crow^ded in the middle of the 
flower and inserted on a conical axis, quite smooth (glabrous), 
with the short style inserted on one side : the fruit (F, x 1 i) axis en- 
larges, juicy and sweet and bears the small ripe fruitlets (achenes) 
on the outside (family Rosaccoe). 

This wild plant is the parent of all our cultivated varieties of 
Alpine strawberries, and prripagates itself by means of runners on 
which buds arise at the nodes as w^ell as at the tip. These develop 
into new plants after the connecting portions have died away. 
Suppose a strawberry plant sends out three lainners during a 
season, each takes root at five nodes, and from every node a new 
plant develops, so that the following year the mother plant is sur- 
rounded by fifteen offspring! 





SCpTCH ROSE, BURNET ROSE 33 
Rosa spinosissima L. ( x J) 

Shrublel usually not much more than 1 ft. high, much branched, 
the branches densely covered with unequal-sized prickles mixed 
with shorter gland-tipped hairs; leaves with 3-5 pairs of leaflets 
and an odd stalked leaflet at the end; leaflets sessile, almost orbi- 
cular, about i in. long, rather sharply toothed, not hairy; stipules 
green, joined (adnate) to the stalk, about i in. long, finely glandu- 
lar-toothed ; flowers mostly solitary at the end of short shoots, 
stalked, about li in. diam.; calyx-lobes narrow, | in. long, mar- 
gins at most finely toothed-but not lobed as in some other roses; 



petals pink or while, spreading widely; stamens numerous, the 
stalks very' short ; carpels numerous, enclosed by the enlarged floral 
receptacle which really forms a false fruit around the little fruitlets 
(achcncs) lining the inside; false fruit globose, purplish-black, 
crowned by the persistent calyx-lobes (family Rosaceae). 

This pretty little rose grow's on sandy heaths, especially near the 
sea, and is to be found on some of the commons around London. 
In its widest (i.e. aggregate) sense it is distributed in the cooler 
parts of Europe, northern Asia, and south to the Himalayas. 
There arc several varieties, and it hybridize^ freely wdth other 
species; var. pimpincHifolia has smooth flower-stalks, though inter- 
mediate states are found.* Rose flowers have no nectar, but are 
sweetly scented, and attract insects by their abundant pollen. 
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34 


DOG ROSE 
Rosa canina L. ( x -J) 


The plant illustrated is the common form of one of our most 
beautiful hedgerow plants, but those who use this book will prob- 
ably not be at first much concerned with the many other species 
and varieties which are to be found : * a shrub; branchlets prickly ; 
leaves with usually 2 pairs of leaflet^ and a terminal one, with a 
large 2-Iobed stipule joined to the stalk; stipule and stalk lined 
with a few shortly stalked glands, leafieis narrowly elliptic, doubly 
and rather sharply toothed (crenale), the teeth tipped with a small 
gland (A, x2), floweis sweet-scented, \\~2 in. in diam., usually 
only one open at a time in each cluster of 3; sepals (B, \1) 
broadly lanceolate, narrowed into a slightly broader top, the outer 
ones with a variable number of side-lobes margined with stalked 
glands, the innermost without side-lobes and shortly hairy moie 
or less all over the outside: petals white or pink; stamens (C, >'3) 
numerous, the anthers rather deeply lobed at each end; styles (D, 

5) about 25, hairy, with an oblique concave stigma; fruits (b, 
X J) red, usually 3 togctlicr, the middle one larger and more pear- 
shaped than the side ones, from ail of which the sepals fall otf‘; 
in vigorous shoots the prickles arc larger, as shown in lift: drawing 
(F, 3) (family 

There is no nectar in the flowers of many wild roses, but they 
produce abundant pollen, wbich ib collected by insects, and either 
Cl OSS- or self-pollinatiori occurs. The fruits of many are rich m 
vitamin C, and a large quantity were gathered during the wai and 
made into syrup for the benefit ofchildrcn as an anti-scorbutic in 
place of oranges. 

As already slated on p. x, in the year 1943 over five hundred 
tons of rose-hips were collected from the hedgerows and woods of 
Britain, and from these no fewer than two and a half million 
bottles of National Rose Hip S>rup were prepared, equivalent in 
Vitamin C content to twenty-five million oranges In general the 
roses in northern districts w'ere i ichcr than those fiiither south. 
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35 


SWEET BRIAR 
Rosa rubiginosa L. ( x }) 


Shrub with woody rootstock; young stems (A, x^) succulent and 
very prickly, with downwardly curved prickles mixed with slender 
strai^t prickles here and there; leafy branchlels also armed with 
slender straight prickles ; stipules (B, x 1 ) large, adnate to the leaf- 
stalk and densely matgined with glands; leaf-stalk glandular and 
prickly; leaflets 3 pairs and a terminjgil leaflet (C, x|), rounded, 
sharply and doubly serrate, rather densely glandular below and 
aromatic when rubbed; flowers pink, solitary or in threes, about 
li in. diam.; usually 3 calyx-lobes pinnatcly lobed, 2 entire, some 



glandular, others sofily lornentose outside (D, x petals rather 
deeply notched ; stamens (E, x 2) numerous ; carpels numerous in- 
side the receptacle; fruit (F, x rounded, smooth or occasionally 
w'lth very few slender prickles, the stalk armed with stiff' gland- 
tipped prickles, sepals at length falling off (family Rosaceae). 

This differs from the Dog Rose (fig. 34) by the densely glandu- 
lar leaflets, which are sweet scented when rubbed, and, like the 
fragrant flowers, help to attract insects. 

In most roses nectar is not secreted in the flowers, insects visit- 
ing them for their pollen, but the Sweet Briar is an exception. On 
the broad fleshy margin of the receptacle or calyx-tube there is a 
thin layer of nectar. The flowers appear in early summer and are 
open from very early morning until about 9 p.m,, the stigmas be- 
ing receptive before the stamens release their pollen. 
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COMMON AGRIMONY 36 

^ Agrimonia eupa/oria L. ( x |) 

Perennial herb found in dry thickets, hedgebanks, and sides of 
fields, and in waste places, where it grows more luxuriantly up to 
3 ft. high. No basal 
leaves, but only stem 
leaves, pinnate with 
coarsely-toothed leaflets 
(A, X?-), with numerous 
smaller leaflets lietwcen, 
and large leafy slipiile^ 

(B, x;) at the base: 
whole plant covered with 
soft hairs; flowers tC, 

J) in a stilf terminal 
spike, with a 3-lobed 
bract (D, x|) below' 

each; calyx-tube top- 
shaped, w'lth a ring of 
hooked bristles at the 
top, becoming furrtwved 
and hard in fruit (f, 

' I4-), Jobes 5, without 
intermediate bracts, pe- 
tals (F, ^1]) yellow, 
stamens 1 5-20, or fewer; 
carpels usually 2, in fruit 
enclosed by the hardened 
calyx (family Kosacc i/c) 

This species was foi- 
merly a favouiite remedy for Jivei complaints and a multitude of 
other diseases, and the wliole plant yields a yellow dye. It flowers 
in summerand autumn, and the individual flowers remain openfor 
three days. The flowers are adapted 10 both cross- and self-pollma- 
lion. When they first open, the anthers arc well away from the 
stigma, leaving ample room for an insect visitor to dust pollen on it 
from another flower or plant. Later they bend towards the stigma, 
rendering possible self-pollination, and finally the anthers drop off. 

The floral axis ( receptacle) is dry and woody'^^nd furnished with 
numerous stiff hooked bristles and acts as a fruit, the one or two 
real fruits (achenes) being enclosed by it. This false fruit readily 
attaches itself to clothing and to animals, by means of which it is 
widely distributed. 
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37 FRAGRANT AGRIMONY 

Agrimonia odorata Mill (x^) ^ 

Perennial herb, stems erect, up to 3 ft. high; odour resinous on 
account of numerous glands on the lower surface of the leaves (A, 

x3); stems 7igzag, 
clothed with long slen- 
der hairs; leaves alter- 
nate, pinnately divided 
into 4- 5 pairs ofeoarse- 
]y toothed sessile leaflets 
with several small but 
very unequal-sized leaf- 
lets between them, hairy 
on nerves and margin; 
stipules large and leaf- 
like, deeply cut into 
acute lobes; racemes 
spike-like, neaily 2 ft. 
long, soon developing 
fruit in the lower part; 
bracts 3-lobci, narrow; 
calyx-tube bell-shaped, 
with several rings of 
hooked bristles ; lobes 5 ; 
petals tB, x2)5, yellow; 
stamens numerous , car- 
pels iC, x2) usually 2, 
in frun enclosed by the 
har<lcned bristly, not 
furrowed, calyx (D, x 3) 
(family Rosaveae). 

Very similar to the Common Agrimony (lig 36), but diffcis on 
account of the resinous odour, due to the numerous glands on the 
lower surface of the leaves, and the smooth (not furrowed) fruit- 
ing calyx-tubc. The biological notes given for the Common Agri- 
mony apply equally to this species. Both kinds flower from June 
onwards. 

A nearly related genus is Arenumia Neck., A, agnmonioidi's 
(L.) Neck., which is introduced from south Europe and natural- 
ized in woods in Scotland. The yellow flowers are arranged in 
cymes and there are no hooked bristles on the outside of the re- 
ceptacle as in Agrimonia, 
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QREATER SALAD BURNET 38 

^ 'Sanguisorha officinalis L. (x J) 

Perennial herb with a woody rootstock and annual stems up to 
about 2 ft, high; leaves mostly basal and from the lower part of 
the stem, pinatc 
with opposite stalked 
broadly oblong 
coarsely toothed 
(dentate) glabrous 
leaflets; stipules of 
the bcL^al leaves thin, 
adnate to the pe- 
tiole, of the stem- 
leaves leaf-like and 
dentate; uppei part 
of stem branched into 
rather long peduncles 
each bearing an ob- 
long-cylindric head 
of dark crimson or 
purple bisexual flow- 
ers (A, > 4); calyK- 
tube enclosed in 2-4 
bracts, 4-ribbed, the 
4 lobes coloured like 
petals; no petals; sta- 
mens (B, x4) 4, op- 
posite the lobes; glo- 
bular disk around the 
style at the base of 
the calyx-lobes; ovai\ ((\ <5) embraced by the calyx-tube but 
quite fiee Horn it, 1 -locular, with I ovule; style slender, with a very 
large disk-likc papillous stigma; fiuit dr>', enclosed by tlie per- 
sistent ribbed calyx-lubc; grows in moist meadows, mainly in 
northern Britain (family Ro^accav). 

Surrounding the base of the style is a nectar-secreting ling, and 
the four calyx-lobes act as nectar receptacles. A striking feature of 
the fiower-head is that the flow'ers open in succession fiom below 
upwards, so that only a zone one flower deepis in bloom at the 
same time. Jnsect visitors eflect cross-pollination, though self- 
pollination may also take place automatically. 
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SALAD BURNET 
Poterium saiiffuisorba L. ( x 


Perennial herb about a foot high, glabrous or sprinkled with long, 
n)any-celled hairs (A, x 10); leaves mostly towards the base of the 

stem, pinnate with an odd 
terminal leaflet ; leaflets 
opposite or nearly so, 
rounded to elliptic, 
coarsely toothed; stem or 
branches ending in a 
rounded head of flowers 
sometimes with one or two 
smaller heads below, each 
head beaiing three types 
of flowers, the lower male 
(B, x3), the middle bi- 
sexual, and the upper fe- 
male (C, x3), all light 
green or rarely purplish; 
calyx of the male 4 lobed ; 
no petals; stSmens (f), 
\'3) numerous; calyx of 
female (Cl , C2, x 3) ellip- 
soid, tubular, contracted 
into /our small teeth be- 
tween which are the one or 
two styles w^ith brush-like 
stigmas; fruit (E, '.3) 

composed of the quad- 
! angular, coarsely- reticu- 
late persistent cal>x-tubc enclosing one or two seeds (family 
Poxaceae). 

This pretty plant may be confused with the Greater Salad 
Burnet (fig. 38), but it has very different greenish unisexual and 
bisexual flowers, and numerous stamens. The yellow anthers of 
the male flowers hang down limply on long, thin white filaments. 
In some plants, however, the filaments are red and the anthers yel- 
lowish-red or red. The style and stigma aie red to yellow or white. 
There arc no nectaries in the flowers, and the pollen is borne by 
the wind. 

It was at one time largely used as a salad plant, and was a com- 
mon ingredient in ‘cool tankards’. The leaves when biiiised taste 
and smell like cucumber and are said to be refreshing. 
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LADY’S MANTLE 40 

Aickemilla vulgaris L. ( x 1) 


Perennial herb; roostock thick; basal leaves on long stalks, kid* 
ney-shaped in outline, heart-shaped at the base, shortly and 
broadly 5-7-lobed, mar- 
gin sharply toothed ; 
main nerves as many as 
lobes, rad iating fan-wise 
fromthetopof thestalk; 
not hairy below; upper 
stem- leaves alternate, 
becoming much small- 
er and less stalked, 
with a pair of coarsely 
toothed stipules like 
small leaves; flowers 
A, x4) greenish-yellow 
arranged in small irre- 
gular clusters on slen- 
der stalks, with leafy 
bracts; sepals 4, with 
alternate smaller ones 
(brads), green, 3- 
nerved; petals none; 
stamens (B, >'8) 4, 

alternating with the 
larger sepals and oppo- 
site the small sepals 
(really small bractcolcs forming an rpicalvx): ovary (C, x 6) com- 
posed of one 1 -locular carpel in the middle of a large fleshy disk, 
with the slender style arising from the base, and with a head-like 
stigma (family Rnsaccac), 

The roots taste like parsnip and arc much sought after by pigs. 
It flowers from spring to autumn, in pastures and by streams. The 
popular name refers to the shape of leaves resembling a lady’s 
mantle of olden times If the young leaves be examined in bud it 
will be found that they are plaited and folded like a fan (D, x|) 
and the giecn parts between the mam radiating nerves arc deeply 
folded and closely packed. The flowers vary a good deal in their 
structure and tend to become unisexual; in some the stamens arc 
developed and the style is very short, or the stamens are vestigial 
or i^artly so and the style is well developed. 
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41 PARSLEY PIERT , 

AlchcmiUa arvensis (L.) Scop, (l!^) 

Low-growing annual forming a flat carpet, with numerous 
branches radiating from the root; stems softly hairy with very 
delicate hairs; leaves (A, fan-shaped, stalked, divided into 
3 main parts, each part deeply lobed, thinly hairy; stipules (B, v. 2) 
endicling the stem and adnaic to the leaf-stalk, with a bunch 
(fascicle) of unisexual flowers in the axil and opposite to the leaf 
(leaf-opposed); pedicels short; calyx-lobcs (C, y5) 4, ovate, cili- 
ate; no petals; fertile stamens 1 or 2, the olhcis much reduced; 
antheis with 2 separate loculi (D, .^8); no o\ary in the male; in 
the female a similar calyx and vvith 1 -3 fi ec cai pels (E, \ 3) v/hich 



form the tiny fruits (E, 4) (synynonym Aphatics arvcnsis l„) 

(family Rosuaw) 

In fields and waste places, and often on lawns; widely distri- 
buted over the world by ciilti\ation. The tiny flowers are hidden 
by the large leafy stipules, in the axil of which they are bunched 
together, and on the side of the stem opposite to the leaf 1’he 
small greenish scmi-uniscxiial (lowers have no petals, and the nec- 
tar is secreted b\ a nesh> ring op the inner w'all of the floral axis 
(receptacle). 

In many families, and even in some genera, one or more species 
often show considerable reduction in their flowers, especially by 
dispensing with their petals; or the flowci s have become unisexuai. 
Both these conditions arc lound in this interesting little species, an 
additional advanced character being its annual habit, most of the 
other species being perennials. 
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WILLOW-LEAVED SPIRAEA 42 

' - Spiraea salicifolia L. ( X |) 


Erect shrub with greenish straw-coloured stems and branches; 
axillary buds with hajry tips; leaves alternate, broadly lanceolate, 


nai rowed at each end, 
about 2-3 in. long and 
usually about I in. 
broad, thin, sharply 
toothed, usually gla- 
brous, with a 
neiit midi lb below and 
several loikcd lateral 
nerves; no stipules; pe- 
tioles set in a pocket- 
like callus at the base, 
flower's (A, x3) in 

dense spikc-hkc pan- 
icles. each bi'ancli of the 
panicle with a small 
leal -like bract at the 
base; calyx 5-lobed, 
lobes triangular, be- 
coming reflexed, petals 
5, o bo vote, pink, veiny; 
stamens (B, x, 5) about 
30, lilamenis spicad- 
ing, thicad-hke; an- 
thers small and round- 
ed; carpels 5, free a I 
the base of the calyx- 
tube; styles 5, free 
stigma rounded; fruit 
(C, 2^ composed of 5 



ovoid free beaked achencs (family Roslul jc). 

Found in a wild slate on wet iivcr banks and bushy places 
across the north leinperale zone, but in Briiain an escape from 


gardens and natiirah/cd in hedges dnd on river banks. 

Nectar is secreted in abundance by an annular orange yellow 
thickening on the inner wall of the receptacle and within the 
stamens; (hese elongate and cuivc in such a way that the pollen 
can reach the stigmas of neighbouring flowers. In the related 


genus Ultnarta there is no nectar. 
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43 ACAENA 

Acaena wiser inifolia (Forst.) Druoe fx i) 


Shmblct<pften forming a dense mass with numerous decumbent 
herbaceous branches and densely leafy; stems and branches softly 
pilose; leaves alternate, pinnate with an odd terminal leaflet; leaf- 
lets few pairs, crenate-serratc, softly pilose; stipules sheathing and 
adnate to the petiole, with leaflet-bike lobes; flowers numerous in 
dense globose heads, on slender terminal peduncles; calyx (A, 
x4) turbinate, 4-lobed, with harpoon-like processes (epicalyx) 
betw’een the lobes which elongate and persist in fruit (K X 5 ); 



petals absent; stamen 1, anther didymous; carpel (D, -:4) 1, en- 
closed by the calyx-tubc; style 1 , with a large fimbriate stigma; 
fruit (B, xl]) a 1 -seeded achene enclosed by the hardened 
calyx which bears the persistent harpoon-like processes (C, x 3) 
(Synonym Acaeiia saui^iiisorhae Vahl.) (family Rcnaceuc). 

An alien, native of Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand, 
introduced with wool; in gravelly places and on sand-dunes; well 
established in a few localities, particularly in Holy Island, 
Northumberland. 
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PETTY WHIN, NEEDLE FURZE 44 
« Genista anglica L. ( x 

A tiny shrub up to about a foot high; roots long and q^eeping; 
stems woody, branched from the base, branches armed with long 
slightly curved sharp spines, these being the hardened leafless 
branchlcts of the previous season; young leafy shoots produced 
below the spines, some barren, some bearing flowers; leaves small, 
simple, obovate, acute; no stipules; floweis yellow, about i in. 
long; calyx (A, y.l\) bell-shaped, shortly 5-toothed; standard- 
petal (B, x2) ovale; wing-petals (C, x2i) obliquely oblong, 
shortly clawed ; kccl-petals ( D, ^ 2 V) very similai but with a lobule 



towards the base, stamens (E, \2i) 10, united into a single tube; 
anthers (F, a 6) alternately short and attached in the middle 
(versatile) and long and attached at the base; ovary (G, x2i) 
glabrous; style longer than the stamen, glabrous; fruits (H, x 1 i) 
inflated like short broad pea-pods and lipped by the curled style, 
obliquely nerved ; seeds (J, x 5) i ounded, dark brown, and shining 
(family Pupil ionaceac). 

This small shrublet grows on heaths and moors, flowering in 
spring and eaily summer and sometimes again in the autumn. It is 
confined to western Europe, extending eastward only to Denmark 
and north-west Gemiany. It is absent from Earc. As in other 
species of the genus, there is no nectar secreteS in the flowers, 
which discharge tiieir pollen by an explosive mechanism on to the 
ventral surface of visiting bees, which collect the pollen in their 
pollen-baskets. 


85 



45 


DYER’S GREENWEED 

Genista tine tor ia L. fx^) 








V Shrublet with stems up to 

C IJ ft. long; stems ribbed, 

^ M slightly hairy to glabrous; 

0 leaves alternate, sessile, 

1 ffl ^^bJong-lanceolatetonear- 

Pf E mfwl'm most about 1 

' ? A Wll W entire, more or 

\ W liiiw ^ess haii 7 on the margin; 

\/ Vwl 1 llowej s in a leafy or brac- 

raceme, each with 
/\p (Tfy / 1 ^ small bracteoles 

/'■ / /A calyx; 

\ {L r w Mir i 4'lip 2-lipped, 

^ C^^'lT 7 //'^' W Ihe uppei lip 2-lobed, the 

^ ^ /^il‘jl, ^ij lower 3-lobed, lobes equal 

^ f/ (K L4 J length; petals yellow, 

f ^j/ standard (B, >11), 

wings (C\ /2) and keels 
^ s^iown in the 

W ^ // diawing; stamens (F, > 2) 

. u // 10, united into one sheath, 

^ r jj yf 4^/ anthers alternately 

VM Vyj/ p. /4/ '/ ^/ basifixed, and 

w y? \f >hoitand meilifixed; sl\le 

u /f /I Fl'l/V / IF, s2) longer than the 

¥ F f r-''?wy ova.y; fruit (G. x 1) I in. 

i dark- 

Jl // toloLiied seeds (family 

I U I Jj // /fV?\ f^mliotitiu'iie), 

F 1 7 fJ V /ri 1 /V\ Fotind o\er the greater 
Rtid pi I v\' 7/'M Fngland, but in 

/• Scollandinthcsouthonly; 

/l / ud't////' CK lends to eastern Asia, 

// / KIvI^ t/ \ 4 S''^\!’'/' '^‘I and introduced intoNorth 

// / wMV\ /q Amciica. The tlowcis do 

^ / iJ v\}^l!hy vW not secrete nectar, but poS' 

4 wI explosive niechan- 

^ A g ^ ism, the stamens and pistil 

coming into contact with 
pollen-collecting bees, which effect cross-pollination. Explosion 
has not been observed to occur naturally. 


M'.o''/ 


yr? 

s/^ y / 


mm 

pfe 
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^ BROOM 

Cytisus scoparius (L.) Link ( x §) 


46 


Shrub up lo 5 ft. high; branches numerous, long, straight, and 
whip-likc, angular; leaves (A, < U) divided into 3 small leaflets; 


flowers forming leafy 
racemes, bright yellow; 
calyx gaping and 2- 
Jipped, lips minulely- 
toothed; standaid petal 
(B, xLS) broad and 
rounded, notched at 
the apex; wing-petals 
(C, N' I}) oblong, with 
a rounded lobe; kecl- 
pctals (D, 'Ij) Ivnt 
like a golf-club; sta- 
mens (£', ';2) all united 
into a tube, 5 long and 
5 shorter; ovary hairy 
on the margins; style 
roiindcd-ciirvcd in the 
open flower; stigma tei- 
mmal; pods (f, 1) 

compressed, about I ; 
in. long, margins covci- 
ed with long slcndei 
hairs; seeds tG, 



several, broadly oblong, 

with a laige fleshy aiil at the base (family Piipihonacate), 

Though there is no nectar, humble- and honey-bees Msit the 
flowers and set in motion a very inieresling explosive mechanism 
which releases the stamens and style fr\)m within the petals. The 
anthers arc concealed within the boat-shaped kccl-pctals, and dis- 
charge their pollen very early, and it collects in the front part of 
the keel When the insect alights on the keel and w'lngs, the weight 
of its body presses them down and the pollen is dischargr^d on to 
Its undersurface, w^bcnce it is carried away and deposited on the 
stigma of another fl.nver 

Broom tops, both fresh and dried, arc used m medicine as a 


slight stimulant for the kidneys. The green angular switch-like 
branches are quite flexible and are useful for basket-work. When 


peeled they have the appearance of cane. 


87 



47 


CORSE 

Ulex europaeus L. ( X p 


Shrub, Of rarely a tree up to 20 ft. high ; flowers golden-yellow, 
slightly scented, in spring and early summer, and again in autumn ; 

each branchlet and 
leaf ends in a sharp 
spine; calyx with 
blackish hairs outside, 
divided into two large 
lobes (A, 1); stand- 

ard petal bilobed at the 
apex (B, xlj); wing- 
pelals hairy on the 
lower side (C, n U); 
keel-petals also hairy 
(O, xli); stamens 
10, all united into a 
sheath (E, >' 2), the 
anthers alternately 
large and small, the 
large alta&licd at the 
base, the small in the 
middle (F, x4J; ovary 
(G, X 14) densely 
hairy; stigma termin- 
al: pod i in. long, 
densely hairy. On a 
warm day the pods 
burst with a little 
crack and fling out the seeds; tliese are brown and shining and 
have at the base a large fleshy an! (1 1 , x 3) (family Papitiomiceae), 
Some consider the spiny character of the gorsc to be the result 
of its environment, as it grows most frequently in exposed dry 
places in shallow and often stony soil. They point out that many 
plants which grow in deserts arc also spiny. Others say that the 
spines have been developed to protect them from browsing ani- 
mals. It seems probable that a combination of the two reasons 
supplies the answer; that spines in gorse and other plants are a 
direct outcome of environment (exposure, drought, and soil), and, 
once formed, have been retained because of the protection they 
afford. The flowers have no nectar, but bees alight on the wings 
and release the pollen with an explosive action which dusts their 
bodies below. 




DWARF GORSE 
tltex minor Roth ( x^) 
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Dwarf more or less prostrate shnibJct with densely pilose- 
pubescent ribbed branches; leaves (H, x2i) awl-shaped, spine- 
tipped, up to about i in. Jong, more or less hairy, bearing in their 
axils short branchlets clothed with similar but shorter leaves; 
flowers (A, x2) axillary and crowded towards the ends of the 
shoots and forming a short head or elongated ‘tail’; stalks hairy; 
calyx 2-lipped, ^ in. long, upper lip cleft at the apex, lower boat- 
shaped, shortly haiiy; corolla yellow', the standard (B, xlj), 
wings (C, y 2), and keel (D, x 2) as shown m the drawing; stamens 
(E, X 3) 10, united into a single sheath; filaments free in the upper 



part and bearing alternately oblong and sagittate anthers of un- 
equal length; o\ai-y x3) hairy on the upper side, style 
glabrous; fruit (G. x2i) ^ in. long, haii*y (synonym Ulex nanus 
Forst.) (family Papilionaceac), 

Very closely related to the common Gorse, of which it has been 
considered to be a small variety; besides its dwarf habit, most of 
Its other features arc on a much smaller scalethan those of the 
commoner kind. Bees visiting the flowers set in motion the explo- 
sive mechanism, which, though in this case feeble, completely dis- 
charges the pollen on to the ventral surface of the insect, and after 
its visit scarcely a vestige of pollen is left behind. 
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49 KIDNEY VETCH, LADY’S FINGERS 
Anthyllis vidneraria L, ( y J) 


Ferenuial heib covered with very short appressed hairs; root- 
stock woody, branched ; stems annual, spreading or ascending, up 
to about 1 \ ft. long, each terminating in I or more often 2 de- 
pressed-globose clusters of flowers, girt by leafy bracts (see note 
below); basal leaves (A, / }) with iMoader leaflets than the stem- 
leaves, the terminal leaflet much larger than the others and 
oblong-lanceolate, entire: stem-leaves subscssile, pinnate, leaflets 
linear to lineat -lanceolate, the loweimost pair resembling stipules; 
flower-heads (see note below) up to IV in. diam. girt by narrow 
leafy bracts (B, x 1 ) shorter than the flowers; calyx (C, 2) tubu- 

lar and inflated, somewhat 2-lipped, the back lip unequally 4- 
toothed, the front lip entire or slightly toothed, covered with long 
hairs outside; petals usually yellow, but varying to deep red, for 
standard, see fig. D, 24, wing, fig F, \2], and keel-petals, fig. 
F, stamens (G, ' IG 10. their stalks unu».d into I sheath; 
anthers equal, short; ovaiy (H, <4) long-stalked, oblong, gla- 
brous, 2-ovuled (J, > 6), style slender, bent in the upper part, 
glabrous; fruits enclosed in the calyx, with 1 or 2 segds (family 
PapifionacLW). 

in this plant the beginning of the formation of a head of flowers 
surrounded by an involucre of bracts (capitulum) may be clearly 
traced. The head of flowers is really composed of a number of 
smaller clusters, each of which is subtended by a much-reduced 
modified Icafdivided nearly to the base into several narrow leaflets 
(B, - i); the lowest pair of leaflets often look \cry like stipules, 
but the absence of real stipules ma> be checked by examining the 
basal leaves, in which there is no trace oftiiem; a sinking feature 
of the floial structure is the stalked (stipilate) ovary (H, ^^4). 

The pollen is collected into threads and is discharged from the 
flowers by a pumping airangement, the ends of the filaments of 
the stamens being thickened and club-likc The pollen is stored up 
in the tip of the keel-petals before the flower opens, and is re- 
leased by insect visitors. Not until the pollen is carried away docs 
the stigma of the same flow'cr become receptive, and this is caused 
by insects rubbing against it The species is found chiefly in hilly 
districts thioughoui Europe and western Asia. It flowcis in earlv 
summer, and grows in dry places on shallow soils, being most 
abundant on chalky soils. AntbvHh consists of about twenty 
species distributed in Europe and north Africa to western Asia. 
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50 NOOTKA LUPIN 

Lupinus nootkatensis Donn. ( x J>, 

Perennial herb 1 J-2 ft. high ; stems villous, with Jong slender hairs ; 
leaves alternate, divided, like those of the Horse-Chestnut, into 6~ 

10 separate leaflets on a 
common stalk, the leaflets 
oblanceolate, 1-2 in. long, 
short and softly haiiy on 
both surfaces; stipules 
paired at the base of the 
stalk, linear, about in. 
long, hairy; flowers in a 
terminal raceme up to 8 
in. long; calyx (A, x R) 
2-lipped, upper lip bifid, 
Jowei iritid, hairy; petals 
pale blue and pink, the 
spotted standard (B, v 1 ), 
wings (C, X R), and keel 
(D, < 2) as shown in the 
drawing; stamens (E, 3) 

10, all united into a 
sheath, 4 of the lower an- 
thers elongated, the re- 
mainder very short and 
rounded; ovary (F, > 1) 
hairy, style with a swollen 
tip; fruit (G, X J) H m. 
long, obliquely grooved 
between the seeds, hairy, seeds (.H, x3i) slightly mottled (family 
Papilionaceav), 

A native of north-west America, from Vancouver Island, north- 
west to Alaska; thoroughly naturalized in great abundance by 
rivers, especially in Scotland (banks of the Dec and Tay), and on 
bare hillsides in the Orkney Islands. 

The flowers are visited mainly by bees, which set in motion a 
pumping ariangement by which strings of pollen arc released. 
Lupinus is a genus of about 2{)0 species, abundant in the western 
mountains of North America, some being highly ornamental and 
now available through hybridization in a great range of colour:^. 
Easily grown from seed, they have become popular in British gar- 
den's. Another introduced species is L. arborcus Sims, a shrub with 
yellow flowers rarely tinged with blue. 




BIRD’S-FOOT TREFOIL 51 

^ Lotus cornicuiatus L. ( x J) 

Perennial herb with long taproot; stems decumbent or ascending 
up to 1 ft.; leaves divided into 3 separate leaflets with a pair of 
large leaflet-like stipules at the base; leaflets obovatc to ovate, 
slightly hairy; flowers about \ in. long, in a cluster on a long com- 
mon stalk, with 3 leaflets close under, bright yellow, the upper 
(standard) petal usually red on the outside; calyx (A, x2i) with 5 
sharply pointed equal-sized lobes, thinly haii-y ; standard (B, x 2) 
petal erect or recurved in the upper half, narrowed to the base 
with incurved margins; wing-pctaJs (C, x2) blunt; keel-petals 



(D, ■> 2) beaked, one of the 10 stamens (E, ''2}) free from the 
others; pods (F, 1) linear, ^--1 in. long, spirally twisted after 

opening; seeds (G, x 5) broadly ellipsoid, grey, mottled with dark 
brown (family PapUkmaevae), 

The back petal (standaid or vcxillum) is erect and often marked 
with red streaks which serve as nectar guides to bees, which effect 
cross-pollination. There is not space here to describe fully the 
wonderful floral mechanism of the pumping arrangement as it is 
called, by which the pollen, previously discharged into the tip of 
the keel-petais and held there by the elongated i^liib-shaped stalks 
of the five outer stamens, is released. This is brought about by the 
weight of the insect pressing on the wing- and keel-petals. Self- 
pollination IS ineffective because the stigmatic portion of the style 
must be rubbed before it becomes receptive to the pollen. 



52 MARSH BIRD’S-FOOT TREFOIL 
Lotus uligtnosiis Schkuhr. ( X J)' 

Perennial; stems eicct or ascending, up to about 2 ft. long, rather 
zigzag, glabrous or thinly pilose; leaves petiolate, tnfoliolaie, 

leaflets very shortly 
stalked, obovate to 
oblanceolate, glabrous 
to thinly pilose; sti- 
pules large and leafy, 
elliptic to obovate, look- 
ing like a pair of basal 
leaflets ; flowers orange- 
yellow, several in a head 
on a long slender pc- 
diincie, the head about 
1 in diam. and with a 
trifoliolale leafy bract 
(A, >1^*) at the base; 
calyv (B, \1^') bcll- 

shaped, equally 5 -lobcd, 
lobes narrow, ciliatc; 
standard petal (vexil- 
lum) ((\ \ 1 - 5 ) obovate, 
gi aduaily nan v>wed into 
the rather broad elaw, 
notched at the apex; 
wing-pctrtis (D, xi-^) 

obiong-diiplic, produc- 
ed on one side at the 
base, with a slendei claw; keel-petals (F, ' it) o\aic-acuininatc; 
stamens (F, x ! >) in 2 bundles, 1 stamen free, the other 9 united 
in a sheath open along the top, filaments alternately longer and 
shorter, but anthers equal; ovary (G, xF*) long and narrow, 
glabrous, w^ilh a longish smooth style bent at an angle; ovules 
numerous; fruits (H, J) spreading in star fashion, about 1 in. 
long, almost rounded, slightly keeled, slightly reticulate, at Icnglli 
splitting with the halves slightly curled; seeds (J, > 3) very small, 
globose, greenish, with a very small circular scar (family Fnpilio- 
naceae). 

The pollen mechanism is similar to that described in the Bird’s- 
Foot Trefoil in fig. 51 ; as in that species the stalks of the stamens 
are club-shaped at the top. 
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SLE>iDER BIRD’S-FOOT TREFOIL 53 
Lotus tenuis Wald. & Kit. ( x^) 

Peiennial herb with long woody taproot; stems very slender, 
numerous, glabrous; leaves divided into 3 separate leaflets with a 
pair of large leaflet-hke 
stipules at the base; leaf- 
lets very nai rowiy ob- 
lanceolatc, glabrous or 
slightly hairy; floweis (A, 

It) i in long, few in u 
cluster on a common 
stalk, with 3 smaller leaf- 
lets close under, bright 
yellow ; calyx equally 5- 
lobed, lobes subulate, 
slightly hairy; standaul 
(B, V 11;, wingiiK’, > 1]) 
and keel (D, .c J t) petals 
as shown in tlie drawing, 
the keel sharply pointed; 
stamens t) ., 2) united in 

a sheath except the upper 
W'hich Ls free, 5 of the sta- 
mens below (he other 
ovary (F, > 2) curve^l, 
glabrous, style as long and 
slender; pod (G, I) I in. 

U>ng, glabrous, twisting 
slightly after opening: 
seed (H, \3) dark biown, smooth (family Papilionaceae). 

This species IS very closely related to the Bird’s-foot Trefoil, 
Loru^ conucithitit\ L., shown m frg. 51 . The stems of L, tennis are 
more slender and the leaflets and stipules narrower than in that 
species. 

There are five species in Britain, the one shown above and L. 
coniiculatus L. (sec fig. 51), besides three others, L. uiif^inosus 
Schkuhr (fig. 52), a perennial, wuth the calyx-iecth spreading in 
biul, the upper two with an acute sinus, L. anftiistissimus L., the 
calyx-tecth with an obtuse sinus and peduncles vftry short, and long 
pods, and L, fiispidus Desf., also with an obtuse calyx-sinus but 
with Jong peduncles. 
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54 WILD TOM THUMBS 

Tetragonolobus maritimus (L.) Roth ( X i) 

Perennial herb; stems decumbent m the lower part, thinly pilose; 
leaves trifoliolate, with a pair of large ovate leafy stipules at the 
base; leaflets sessile, oblanceolate, about J in. long, thinly pilqse 
and often closely mottled with fine purple lines; stipules shortly 
adnate to the petiole; flowers solitary, terminal, on long stalks 
with a 3-leaved bract at the apex; calyx (A, x 1) tubular, 5-lobed, 
lobes long-pilose: petals orange-yellow, the standard (vcxillum) 
as in fig. B, x^, the wings (fig C, x 1) and the keel (fig. D, x 1); 
stamens (E, x 1) 10, in two bundles, the upper stamen free, re- 
mainder united in a sheath open down the upper side; anthers 
equal; ovary (F, x 1) linear, quadrangular; style winged on one 



spirally curved valves, each of tiie ohve-grecn globose seeds (H, 
<2) enclosed in a thin partition (family Popiliouaceae). - Syno- 
nyms Lotus siliqiiosus L., Tetragonolobus siliquosus Roth. 

An intioduced plant in the southern counties of England, often 
in waste ground but sometimes in hilly pastures: there is no 
general English name but it is known locally in Gloucestershire 
as ‘Wild Tom Thumbs’. 

The flowers secrete nectar, which is concealed so deeply that 
it can be reached only by long-tongued kinds of humble-bee; 
shorter-tongued species steal the nectar by perforating the flowers 
at the base of the petals. 
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MILK VETCH 
lAsiragatus glycyphyllos h. (xi) 


55 


Pserennial with zigzag spreading stems, usually not hairy; leaves 
pinnate, with about 7 pans of opposite leaflets and an odd 
terminal leaflet, more or 
less elliptic, entire; stipules 
large, free, about i in. long, 
sharply eared at the base on 
one side; flowers several in 
axillary long-stalked ra- 
cemes; bracts slender and 
thread-like; calyx (A, x 1 .0 
cup-shaped, with 5 equal 
narrow Jobes; petals green- 
ish yellow; standard (B, 
li), wings (C, x H), and 
keel (D, xl^) petals as 
shown in the drawings; 
stamens (1:, xli) 10, one 
free, the otheis united in a 
sheath open on the upper 
side; anthers short, equal- 
sized; ovaiy <F, xlj) 
shortly stalked : style with a 
head-Jikc stigma, fruits (G, 

‘ crowded, slightly blad- 
dery, 1-li'in. long, divided 
lengthwise by a partition; 
seeds (H, x2) kidney- 

shaped, smooth, light yellowish green (family Papilionaceae), 
Recognized by the spreading habit, large ,stipulcs, very narrow, 
thread-like bracts, greenish-yellow flowers, and the pods divided 
by a partition arising from the kccl-margin. The flowers secrete 
nectar, and honey-bees steal it from the side between the claws of 
the wing- and keel-petals. Humble-bees and other long-tongued 
bees suck it legitimately. 

Two other species of this genus are found in Britain, A. danicus 
Retz,, fig. 56, with stipules connate at the base, and A, alpinu$l.,f 
in Scotland, with stipules free to the base. ^ 

A. glycyphyUoa is called Milk Vetch because of the sweetness 
of its roots and leaves, at first pleasant to taste, but which leave a 
bitter and disagreeable flavour on the tongue. On this account 
cattle leave the plant untouched when it occurs in pastures. 

D (I) 97 




56 PURPLE MILK VETCH 

Astragalus danicus Retz. (xi)^ 

Slender prostrate perennial herb; stems glabrous to slightly hairy; 
leaves pinnate with an odd terminal leaflet (iniparipinnate) and up 

to 15 pairs of nar- 
rowly oblong-lan- 
ceolale obtuse la- 
teral leaflets, these 
with long slender 
hairs on the upper 
surface and mar- 
gin; stipules rallier 
large and con- 
spicuous, united 
half way up oppo- 
site the leaf-stalk: 
peduncles 2-3 or 
solitary on each 
shoot, longer than 
the leaves, thinly 
covered with shoit 
black I'^h hairs: 
bracts ovate, hairy; 
flowers bluish 
purple; caly\ (A, 

. U) 5-loothed, 
covered with 
blackish hairs, 
teeth subulate, 
standaid(B, ^ l-i), 
wings (C, X J J ), 
and keel petals (D, 
H); stamens (E, 
/ 2) 10, one free, 
the others united 
in a split sheath; ovary and style as shown in t!\c figure (F, '^'2); 
fruit (G, xU) broadly ellipsoid, densely covered with long soft 
white hairs, imperfectly 2-locular by the mflexed margins of the 
lower suture; seeds (H, x3> several, kidney-shaped, smooth 
(family Papilionaceae). Flowers from early summej on chalky 
soils or sand-dunes chiefly on the eastern side of Britain, also in 
Eire ; extends eastwards to Siberia and south to Italy. 
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YELLOW OXYTROPIS 
Oxytropis campestris (L.) DC (xi) 


57 


Perennial almost stcmlcss herb, lower part covered with the per- 
sistent withered remains of stipules and leaf-stalks; leaves pinnate 
with an odd terminal 
leaflet (imparipinnate) ; 
leaflets opposite, about 
K~I2 pairs, narrowly ob- 
long-lanceolate, entire, 
thinly covered with long 
silky hairs; stipules large, 
persistent, very acumin- 
ate, pilose with long hairs ; 
flowers pale yellow tinged 
with purple, crowded at 
the top of axillary pe- 
duncles covered with fine 
Mans; biacts large, lan- 
ceolate, about as long as 
the calyx; calyx (A, ^ }j 
campanil late, \sith 5 nar- 
low equal teeth, hairy 
outside; standard (B, 

: 1), wings (C, X 1), and 
keel (D, X 1 ) petals as 
shown in the drawing, the 
keel with a sharp point at 
the apex; stamens (F\ '\2) 

JO, one free, the others 
connate into a sheath 
split along the upper side, 
antheis small and uniform; ovary (b, a 2) hairy, with about 
12 ovules; style curved, with a terminal stigma; fruit (G, xD 
membranous, about 1 in. long, style persistent; seeds (H, x2) 
kidney-shaped, smooth (family Papilionaceae). (Synonym Astra- 
gains campestris). 

In rocky places only in Scotland, but otherwise almost cir- 
curaboreal distribution. The flowed s secrete nectar and are pollin- 
ated by bees. 

A second species, O. hallcri Bunge, the Purple Oxytropis, is 
also found only in Scotland ; this has pale purple flow'ers and the 
peduncles exceed the leaves at flowering time, in June and July. 
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BIRD’S-FOOT 
Ornitkopus perpusillus L. (X^) 


MiJch-branched prostrate annual with slender leafy stems; leaves 
alternate, pinnate, with about 6-8 pairs of almost stalkless elliptic 
leaflets and an odd terminal leaflet, all slightly hairy; flowers in a 
duster at the end of axillary branchicts and subtended by a small 
pinnate leaf (A, x2); calyx (B, X'4) tubular, with 5 equal lobes, 
pubescent; petals yellowish white or tinged with pink; standard 
petal (C, X 3) spoon-shaped with a long claw and streaked with 
purple; wing-petal (D, x 3) ver>' similar but a little broader; keel- 
petals (E, X 3) also similar but with a rounded auricle (ear) on one 
side at the base; stamens (F, a 3) 10, 1 free, the others united in a 



sheath; anthers with separate loculi (G, \ 10); ovary with several 
seeds, hairy; style incurved; fruits (H, 1) curved, about J in. 

long, breaking up into about 5-7 I-sceded joints, thinly hairy, 
terminated by the hook-like stigma; seeds (J, x 3) ellipsoid, brown 
and mottled (family Papilionaccae). 

This is called Bird’s-Foot because the fruits with their hooked 
tips resemble a bird's claws. The plant belongs to the interesting 
tribe Hedysarcae^ mostly found in the tropics, and distinguished 
at once in the family by the jointed pods, which split up into 
1 -seeded units. 

Jl grows in dry pastures, and flowers in spring and summer. 
The stamens and stigma are mature at the same time, and auto- 
matic self-pollination is quite eifective. As there is no nectar 
secreted irt the flowers, insect visitors are vci 7 few. 
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CROWN VETCH 
CoroniUa varia L. ( x \) 
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Weak branched herb with long intemodes; stems ribbed, gla- 
brous; leaves pinnate, with about 6-8 pairs of leaflets and an odd 
terminal leaflet (imparipinnate), the lowermost pair at the very 
base of the common stalk; stipules very small and narrow; leaf- 
lets oblong, entire, apiculate, glabrous; flowers clustered at the 
ends of long axillary peduncles; bracts very small and linear; 
stalks about ^ in. long; calyx (A, 1^) short, 5-toothed; petals 

yellow, the keel purple-ci imson at the top; standard (B, xl), 
wjngs (C. X. 1), and keel (D, x 1 ) petals as shown in the drawing; 
stamens (E, x2) 10, one free the others connate into a sheath 



split along the upper side; filaments (F, x 6) swollen at the top: 
anthers equal; ovary with few ovules and a slender style with 
lateral papiJlous stigma (G, x3); fruits (H, x^) up to about 10 
in a bunch, about 8-seedcd, breaking up into as many joints, these 
1 -seeded; seeds (J, x 2) narrowly oblong, attached in the middle, 
dark brown, smooth (family Papilionaceac), 

Distributed in south and central Europe from Spain to the 
Balkans and to north Persia and Syria; naturalized m North 
America, where it is known as ‘Axseed’ or 'Axwort\ 

There is no nectar in the usual place inside the flowers, but on 
the outside of the short fleshy calyx, where it is sought out by bees. 
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HORSE-SHOE VETCH 
Hippocrepis comosa L. ( x |) 


Perennial herb with a woody rootstock; branches ascending or 
spreading on the ground, up to 1 ft. long, glabrous; leaves alter- 
nate, pinnate; leaflets 4-5 pairs, opposite, with an odd terminal 
leaflet, oblong-elliptic, at most about I in. long, very slightly 
hairy; stipules paired, ovale; flowers umbellate on a common long 
axillary stalk, up to about 10 together and with very short indivi- 
dual slightly hairy stalks but no leaflet below; calyx (A, v2J) 
equally 5-lobcd, lobes triangular-subulate, glabrous ; petals yellow, 
the standard tB, x 3), wings (C, \ 3), and keel (D, v 3) as shown 
in the drawing; stamens (H, x4) in 2 bundles, the upper filament 



free from the othcis, all dilated at the ape\; anthers (F, ' 6) equal- 
sized; style (G, > 21) with an incurved up; fiuit spreading stai- 
wise, strongly undulate, loosely covered with sessile glands (H, 
X 1) (family PapiUonaccac). 

fn pastures and on bankside^^. mostly in limestone districts, but 
I are m Scotland, flowering in spring and summer, 

ITie flowers secrete nectar and have a pumping arrangement by 
which threads of pollen are ejected. The nectar is cunningly con- 
cealed, the claw of the standard bearing a projecting triangular 
plate on the underside at the base by which the two nectar- 
passages are completely closed. 
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SAINFOIN 61 

Giiobrychis vkii folia. Scop. (X’J) 

Perennial ; stems up to 2 ft. high, laxly branched, distinctly ribbed; 
leaves alternate, pinnate, with 6-10 pairs of either alternate or 
opposite leaflets (U, i), 

these lanceolate, not 
toothed, slightly haiiy be- 
low, especially on the mid- 
rib; stipules free from 
the stalk, triangular, very 
acute, about i m. Jong, 
soon becoming bi own ; 
flowers in very long- 
stalked racemes in the 
axils of the upper leaves, 
the lower flowers soon 
developing into fruit; 
bracts small, avvl-shaped, 
calyx (A, yli) slightly 
unequally 5-lobcd, lobes 
very nairow (subulate), 

Jnnged with white hairs; 
corolla tinged with pink 
or mauve, especially the 
standaui (B, xli) lined 
with crimson; wings ((', 
y U) very small, keel (I), 

I j ) nearly as long as the 
standard; upper stamen 
free, the other (E, ' 1 ;) 

connate into a sheath, anihcis equal, versatile; ovary w ith I ovule; 
style (F, - 2) slender, smooth; liuit 1 ) strongly reticulate 

and dentate on the margin (faniny PapiJionateue) (^synonym Ono- 
hrychis sa!iva Lam) 

Probably native in souihern and eastern England, elsewhere 
mostly follow'ing cultivation; widely distributed in central and 
southern Liiropc and temperate Asia. The early summer flowers 
secrete nectar, and cross-polhnation is bi ought about by a simple 
valvulai mechanism. The wing-petals are very -t^mall, and cover 
only the claws of the kecl-petals, serving as nectar-covers by which 
access at the side is prevented or rendered diflicult. The stigma 
projects beyond the anther s. 
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WOOD VETCH 
Vicia syhatica L. ( x J) 


j) 

“itfe C\U.\ ->' 


Climber over bushes up to 8 ft. high; stems and leaves glabrous; 
leaves pinnate with about 6 pairs of opposite or subopposite ellip- 
tic leaflets (A, xj) 

f . yT' 1 rounded to a short 

, main stalk ending in a 

branched tendril; sti- 
/ '''g pules (B, xli) leafy, 

'm(&sy rsifosCts 

-j ^ / ?' A ^ flowers white with blue 

'3 , 4- 14 arianged in axil- 

%k\ C\^ '^\ lary one-sided racemes ; 

peduncle as long or 
0 ^'0 longer than the leaves; 

If '*"/f ^J[0 — stalks shorter than the 
h slightly hairy; 

\/ t ' ;■ row teeth; standard 

.b< ' J ‘ ' ■> \ . y petal (D, y^) narrow- 

V.'/' / Uv\ Av fr.'j/- . /'a'.' ly obovate; wing-petals 

D^-c^' >il ^ 'Ij 7 7i''7' - J|l® (E, xl) half spoon- 

-f' Ar.i /i shaped; kecl-petals (b. 

k'^ .i-'— ^ narrower, with a 

7\ reflexed lobe on one 

' V side near the middle; 

- V 'j. ---" H stamens (H, y3) in 2 

bundles, the upper one 
free except in the lower part; ovary (G. ■ H) glabrous; style with 


' b ' ■ ‘ ' “ 

V va'a f 

K' V / 'i ‘v'\ f', 0, / 

/ii ' 


ife' 

V’ ^ 


free except in the lower parl;‘ovary (G, • H) glabrous; style with 
a brush of hairs all around below the stigma; fruits (J, xp about 
1 in, long, with several seeds (K, - U), these lounded and w'ith a 
circular depression on one side (family Fapiiionaccaf*) 

Mostly in woods in hilly districts, flowering in summer; widely 
distributed into Asiatic Russia and central Asia. 


All species of this genus are nectar-yiclding bee-flowers, with 
a brush of hairs on the style. In addition there are often extra- 
floral nectaries, sometimes indicated by deeply coloured spots on 
the under-side of the stipules. These secrete nectar in sunny 
weather. This nectar is eagerly sought for by ants, which in turn 
serve to protect the plant from caterpillars and such-like. 
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COMMON VETCH 
Vida sativa L. ( x -J) 


63 


•> 


Long cultivated as a fodder plant and widely distributed in tem- 
perate regions; annual or biennial herb, with weak ribbed ascend- 
ing stems; leaflets 4-7 pairs, obcordate to narrowly linear (the 
narrow-leavedform is regarded as the wild or ancestral form of K 
sativa and is usually distinguished as V. angustifolia Roth), with a 
longish point in the middle of the usually V-shaped apex; com- 
mon stalk ending in a single or branched tendril; stipules (A, 
/ li) leafy, much lobed, and with a dark spot in the middle; 
flowers 1 eddish-purple, axillary, solitary, or in pairs, on very 



short stalks; calyx (13, U) 5-lobed to the middle; standard (C, 
X 1}) contracted below the middle, V-shaped at the top; wing- 
petals (D, , '2) with a long backwards-directed lobe; keel-petals 
(E, X li) with a shorter lobe; ovary hairy; style bent, stigma ter- 
minal, with a beard-hke tuft of hairs (F, x3);pod(G, about 
2 in. long, smooth, twisted after opening; seeds (H, v i-j) several, 
rounded, dark brown, \elvcty, with a short narrow^ scar. 

Other British kinds of Vetch have very shortly stalked flow'crs; 
these are K hUea L., with solitary yellow flowers and hairy pod; 
V. sepium L., with 2-4 reddish-purple flowers onna shon common 
stalk and smooth pods; V, lathyroides L., with much smaller 
flowers, small stipules, and granular seeds. The Bithynian Vetch, 
V. bithynica L., has longer flower-stalks and usually only 2 pairs 
of leaflets (family Fapillonaceae), 

105 




64 


TUFTED VETCH 
Vicia cracca L, ( x J) 


This is the most easily recognbed species because of the numerous 
bluish-purple flowers borne on one side of the flattened axis of the 
raceme; a perennial w'lth slender annual stems up to 4 or 5 ft. high 
' or even more, the whole plant hairy to nearly glabrous; leaves 
with numerous leailcts and the common stalk (rhachis) ending in 
a branched tendril; leaflets alternate to subopposile, linear to ob- 
long, rounded at the apex and markedly pointed (mucionatc); 
stipules divided into 2 lobes, but not conspicuous: flowers (see 
above) arranged in a dense raceme and more or less reflexed, 
about i m. long (A, x2U; calyx short, the upper lobe broadest; 
standard (B, \ 24) contracted above the middle: wing- and keel- 
petals w ith long slender claws, and tightly clasped together by the 
unilateral lobes of the former (C, x3); stamens connate into a 
sheath split at the top with one free stalk (D, > 3); anthers short 
and broad (Fi, xlO), style shortK hairy all around and with a 
dense tuft of longer hairs below the teiminal stigma (b\ ^ 4)^ pods 
(G, ^ i) flat, about 14 in long, with se\cnil dark velvety-brown 
seeds (H, '24) i in. diam , marked nearly their full length by a 
scar (family Pcipilu)nu(cac\, ^ 

When a bee visits the flower it settles on the wing-pctals. and 
these, being firmly held by the keel-petals, act like a lever and aie 
depressed by liie weight of the jn>»ect, which deposits pollen from 
another flower They close up again as soon as the latter flies 
aw’ay. In sevcial other species of this genus there are extia-floial 
nectaries, which show' as more deeply colouied spots on the out- 
side (lowci ) of the stipules (sec J uia saiivu, fig. 03). 

This oinamenlal species is not likely to be conliiscd with any 
others, except perhaps Vicia or (thus DC. and Vicia sylmtica L., 
both of which have the flowers on a longish common stalk (pe- 
duncle) but have nun.h fewer and palci flowers and broader leaf- 
lets; the leaf-stalk of I ' orohuy ends in a single point and not a 
branched tendril, and the stipules of V. sylvaitca arc much more 
toothed than in l \ cruccn. 

Anne Pratt, who published several volumes of \vild flowers m 
colour, remarks that during the months ot July and August, the 
handsome crovvdetl spikes of the Tufted Vetch climb to the top- 
most boughs of the hedges or droop down in luxuriance among 
the branches of the wood, and that the farmer welcomes it 
there too, knowing that it affords a large amount of fodder for 
animals grazing in the fields. 
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65 HAIRY VETCH 

VicCa hirsuta (L.) S. F. Gray ( x I) 

Slender annual with weak stems rambling among grasses and 
other herbs; stems ribbed, hairy to nearly glabrous; stipules (B, 

X 1^) deeply divided in- 
to very narrow parts; 
leaves pinnate, nearly 
sessile, the common 
stalk ending in a 
branched tendril; leaf- 
lets (A, X 1) 6-10 pairs, 
narrow, scooped out at 
the apex and with a 
sharp point; flowers 
very small, few on 
axillary peduncles 
shorter than tlic leaevs, 
pale blue : calyx (C, 3) 

deeply and equally 5- 
lobed, hairy outside; 
petals about a third 
longer than the calyx 
(for shapes see figuies) 
standard fD), wings 
(E) and keel (F) v2; 
stamens (G, x8) iO, 
the uppei partly free, 
the other united; ovary (H, x3) pubescent; style glabrous, very 
short; fruit (J, x a small pod, at length twisted (K, x 1^), reti- 
culate and hairy all over, with 2 rounded slightly flattened seeds 
(L, x2i) mottled with dark purple (family Papilionaceac). 

A widely distributed species, and recognized by its small 2- 
seeded fruits; the style is very short and not hairy below the lip, 
m in several other species of the genus. 

The small bluish flowers secrete abundant nectar, which collects 
in the form of a large drop and emerges on each side of the base 
of the free filament. Insect visitors are numerous, and they eflecl 
cross- and self-pollination with equal facility. 

This species flowers in July and August and is often to be found 
in cultivated fields in the southern counties. It growls in u similar 
habitat in many parts of the w^orld. 
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BUSH or HEDGE VETCH 
Vida sepium L. ( x|) 

Perennial with creeping rootstock; stems slightly zigzag, glab- 
rous except towards the top; leaves rather distant, spreading or 
recurved, pinnate, 
branched at the end into 
slender threads (ten- 
d rils) ; leaflets nca rly 
opposite, ovale to ovate- 
lanceolate, rounded at 
the base, rounded and 
mucronatc at the apex, 
glabrous or thinly pubes- 
cent: stipules divided 
into 2 lobes, more or less 
dentate, green but small ; 
flowers dull lilac to pale 
purple, yellowish at the 
base, few m very short 
subsessilc racemes in the 
upper axils; stalks and 
calyx pubescent; calyx 
(A, <l) with 5 almost 
equal sharp teeth: stan- 
dard (B, >1) obovatc, 
contracted in the mid- 
dle; wing-petals (C, I) 
obliqiicl> obovatc, with 
a reflexed lobe; keel- 
petals (D, xO) golf-club-shapcd; stamens (H, x2) 10, all but one 
united in a sheath; ovary (F, 3) stalked, glabrous; style with 

2 brushes of hairs below the stigma, the inner of shorter hairs 
(G, ' 5); fruits (H, xj) 1-H in. long, like small pea-pods, 
sharply pointed, glabrous, the valves curling after opening; seeds 
(J, x2i) purple-black, with a broad hilum reaching more than 
half the way around (family PapiHonaceac). 

In this species the style is provided with 2 brushes just below 
the stigma; that on the inside of the bend is shofter than that on 
the outer side, as shown in fig. G, v 5: the laiter'cncloses a plate- 
like depression; access to the nectar is much the same as de- 
scribed for the Tufted Vetch (fig. 64), 
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BITTER VETCH 
Vida otobus DC. ( x J) 


Perennial with a short creeping rootstock; stems erect, not climb- 
ing, becoming almost woody, angular, thinly hairy; leaves alter- 



nate, pinnate with about 
8 -JO pairs of opposite 
or alternate leaflets, the 
latter oblong-Janceolate, 
rounded to a sharp tip, i~ 
i in, long, with several 
distinct lateral nerves, the 
tip of the common stalk 
sometimes ending in a 
hook-Iikc point (tendril) 
or the upper leaves with a 
terminal leaflet; stipules 
Luge, With sharp pointed 
basal lobes; flowers in 
aMlLir> stalked racemes 
except in the uppei leaves, 
purplish white, calyx tA, 
\1) obliquely 5-lobed, 
ti »c lowermost lobe longest 
and very narrow; stan- 
dard (B, X 1{), wings (C, 
' 1 J) and keel (D, U) 
pci a Is as shown in the 
drawing; stamens (F, > 2) 
in 2 bundles, 1 free; an- 
thers ovoid, equal; ovary 
(I , ’2) .stalked, style 

iiairy all around below the 
tip; pods (G, > -V) flat- 


tened, about I in long, tlie valves at length twisting spiiaily : seeds 
(H, > l-() few, louudcd, \clvciy-pui pic- black, w'lih a long hilum 
(family Papilionacvac), 

Very local, mostly in western and northern Biitain; rare in 


Eire: flowers in early sum met in w^estern Europe 

A most interesting species because of the erect habit and the 
imperfect evolution of tendrils; perhaps a primitive type of vetch. 
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SPRING VETCH 
P^icia lathyroidea L. ( X i) 


«8 


A low-spreading much-branched ann^Ual or biennial, sometimes 
forming quite a carpet, very shghtly hairy more or less all over; 
leaflets (A, x2i) 2-3 pairs, sessile, oblanceolate, rounded at the 
top with a sunken apex, about \ in. long, slightly hairy on the 
nerves below, common leaf-stalk ending m an unbranched ten- 
dril : stipules small and awl-^haped ; flowers (B, ' ' 4) solitary in the 
leaf-axils, nearly sessile; cal>x equally 5-Iobed, lobes very nanow, 
hairy; petals purple, the standard ((\ > 21), wings (D, /4) and 
keel (F, x4) as shown in the drawing: stamens 10, united in a 



spill sheath, llic uppci fiec; ovary glabrous, style short, v. ith a line 
of haus below the apex; fiiut (F, ' I ‘) i m. Jong, flattened, 

smooth, about 6-seeclecl, seeds ((j, 3) loiinded-quandrangular, 

closely waited (family Papilioiutcccu) 

A dainty little plant with seveiai distinctive features, especially 
the awl-shaped stipules and closely waned seeds, wdiich easily dis- 
tinguish IT from r. siitivu (fig 63); to he looked for in dry pastures 
and open w(»ods and on banksidcs; Fiiiopc to the Caucasus and 
in north Al'iica. 

The genus Vkia is well leprcsented in Britain there being as 
many as twelve species recogni/cd in the latest Flora (see p. xiv), 
which provides a key for their dciciiiunalion. hjiportant charac- 
ters aie the presence or absence of tend r* Is, the colour of the 
flowers, anti the number of seeds in the pods. 
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FOUR-SEEDED VETCH 
Vlciu tetraspenna Mocnch. {xf) 


Annual with slender much-branched stems and often climbing 
amongst low bushes and on banksides, not hairy ; leaves pinnate, 

with usually about 5 to 10 






9 




^ /CP “ narrow leaflets and 

a/j Sj' ending in a simple or 

hf J branched tendril; stipules 

' V narrowly lanceolate and 
/ sharply pointed; flowers 

nil 1 i) few (often only 

//\'/l t ^ ^ slendei axillaiy 

A. rf \/ / stalks; calyx equally 5- 

^ lobed, slightly hairy; 

^ petals pale blue; the stan- 

^ \ ^ '^'^oss (C, 

\ /§ 

\ shown m the drawing; 

\ usually 4- 

\x\ I ^ seeded, but ► sometimes 5 

ii^ // about I m. long, the 

valves twisting after open- 
^/j/ ing; seeds (F, -"I) 

^ \\ ^ rounded, smooth (family 

y (Ir\ Papilionaceae). 

fy-i' / // Distributed in Europe, 
‘ ^ w'estern Asia, and north 
f^S f'k \ ^ Africa, intioduced into 

^ ^ f \ many other parts of the 

^ world. 

This species has very small fioweis, and, in spite of the specific 
name, the number of seeds varies from 4 to 0, though there arc 
generally only 4. The difference between the genera Vicia and 
Lathyrus is very slight. In Vkia the style is hairy all around the tip 
or on the lower side, and in Latbyrus it is hairy only on the upper 
side. 


//- ' 
"A 

'/ L 


r. 


CP/i 

' / 
vV' " 


Vicia tetraspenna is a verv slender annual, its small pale purple 
flowers appearing m June and July ; it is often to be found in corn- 
fields and by hedges but becomes rarer in Scotland. There is a 
variety, var. tenuisshm Druce, with much narrower leaflets. 
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NARROW-LEAVED BITHYNIAN VETCH 70 
ViffUi hithynka L. var. angustifoiia (xi) 

A weak annual branching from the base, branches 1-2 ft long; 
stem angular, glabrous or very slightly hairy; leaves with 2 pairs 
of narrow leaflets and a branched tendril, slightly hairy below; 
stipules leafy and conspicuous, 3-nerved, coarsely looked, the 
basal tooth pointing downwards; flowers (A, X2) axillary and 
solitary, the stalk often nearly as long as the leaf and jointed near 
the top, the upper portion, especially, hairy; calyx nearly equally 
5-Iobed, lobes with weak spreading hairs; standard petal (B, X \\) 
mauve purple, faintly darker veined, deeply notched at the top; 



w'ings (C, X 1-]) much paler (nearK white), rounded at the top; 
keel-petals (D, 1 J ) also pale but wnh a purple blotch at the top; 

stamens (.E, x 4) in 2 bundles, the free stamen with a very broad 
filament: ovary (F, x3) hairy along the margins; style curved, 
with a brush of hairs on the outside below the stigma; fmit 1-1^ 
in. long, slightly hairy (family Papilionaccae). 

Often to be found on sea-chffs, but distributed inland as a corn- 
field weed; extends eastward to the Caucasus. 

This IS by some botanists treated as a separate species, V, 
angustifoUa (L.) Reichard, but it is very variable and there are 
intermediate forms. 
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MEADOW PEA 
Lathyrus pratensis L. ( x |) 


Perennial herb with creeping rootstock; stems weak, sharply an- 
gular; stipules arrow-shaped (sagittate); one pair of lanceolate 

very acute leaflets with 
3 parallel nerves, and 
a terminal simple or 
branched tendril; flow- 
ers bright yellow, about 
in. long, several on an 
axillary common stalk 
(peduncle); calyx (A, 
-'U), equally 5-lobed; 
standard (B, < \ \) con- 
tracted in the middle, 
oblique appendix on 
each side; wing-petals 
with a recurved 
hook-like lobe; keel- 
pctals with ^a folded 
uppei margin (D, ^ IJ); 
stamens ( h, 2) all unit- 
ed into a slieath ; style ( F, 

' 6) with a terminal ob- 
lique stigma and a line 
of hairs on the upper 
side; pods (G, ''J) 
in. long; seeds globose, 
dark brown or olive 
mottled with black, with a scai; widely distributed into Asia 
(fami ly Papiltonaceac). 

The only other yellow-flowered species in Britain Ls the much 
less common Lathyrus aphaca L , mainly found as a cornfield 
weed in the south. It has no real leaflets, bux large leafy stipules. 
The observer may find some dltliculty in distinguishing the genus 
Lathyrus from Vicia, the Vetches (see tigs. (')2-70). In Lu/Z/yn/v lire 
stigma i.s as described above, namely, with a line of hairs on the 
upper side below the stigma, whilst in Vicia there is a bunch of 
hairs as shown in figure 63, F. 

Although the stigma of the flower of this species is surrounded 
by the pollen of the same flower, automatic self-pollination appar- 
ently does not take place, the stigraatic surface needing to be 
rubbed by visiting bees before it becomes receptive. 
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TUBEROUS PEA 
Lathmis tuberosus L. { x 


72 


Perennial herb with creeping rootstock swollen like tubers at 
some of the nodes (A, x 1); stems erect, usually unbranched, an- 
gular, glabrous; stipules 
green, unequally 2-lobed, 
lobes sharply pointed; 
leaves few, pinnate, with 
2-3 (rarely 4) pairs of 
opposite oblanceolate 
leaflets acute at the apex, 
with 3-5 mam parallel 
nerves; common stalk 
of leaves ending in a long 
sharp point; flowers few 
in terminal and upper 
axillary racemes; calyx 
(B, I) unequally 5- 
lobed, upper 2 lobes 
shorter ami ovate; petals 
bright leddi'^h-puipic, 
fading to brown; stan- 
dard (r, X I [) wings as 
111 fig. D, l^, keel as in 
fig. r, A I i : stamens as 
in fig. F, \ 1 J ; ovary (G, 

' li) pods (H, xj) 
about 2 in. long, with 
^lightly thickened margins, finely rcticiilalc, beak curved; seeds 
(J, y 1)) brow'n, rounded, with a rim-like caruncle at the base 
( family Papi/umacew), 

The style is almost vertical and covered on the inner side with 
short hairs directed obliquely upwards. These sweep out the pol- 
len from the anthers and deposit it on the ventral surface of bees, 
who dust it on the stigma of the next flower visited, bringing about 
cioss-pollination. Although the stigma is surrounded by the pol- 
len of the same flower, it is not receptive iiniil rubbed against by 
insects. 

This plant is also known as ‘Earth-nut Pea\ It is an introduced 
species, and is naturalized in cornfields and hedges, growing as 
far north as Westmorland. 
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GRASS-LEAVED PEA 
jLathyrus nlssoUa L. ( x i) 


Slender annual up to about 3 ft. high and very grass-like; stems 
slender, green, ribbed, not hairy ; stipules minute, soon falling oflT ; 
true leaves not present, but represented by the leaf-like stalk, these 
much like the leaves of a grass, very narrow and tapered to the 
apex, with 5- 7 nen'es parallel with the margins; flower-stalks soli- 
tary in the axils of the leaves and about equal in length, bearing 
] or 2 flowcrs4 calyx (A, x6) obliquely bell-shaped, with 5 nar- 
row lobes slightly hairy on the margin, the lowermost lobe a little 
longer than the others; petals bi ight red, turning crimson or bluish 
in the upper parts ; standard as m fig. B, x i ; wing-petals as 
shown in fig, 0, n 1 J ; keel-petals fig. D, i ; stamens (E, v i 
S#- united into a single closed sheath; anthers rounded, equal; 
ovary (F, x H) linear, with several ovules, glabrous; style short, 
flattened back and front, slightly hairy above; fruits (G, \ l) like 
very narrow peas, strongly maikcd with ner\es, about 2 in. long, 
becoming spirally twisted when old; seeds (H, >'3) slightly 4- 
sided, dark and minutely roughened (family PapUionacem). 

This is a species of more than ordinary interest. Not*only does 
it mimic, but it grows amongst grasses, and is quite difficult to dis- 
tinguish from them when not in flower or fruit. It can easily be 
recognized, however, because the base of the leaf ib not sheathing 
and there is no ligule as in most grasses. There js a parallel ex- 
ample in the South African flora, and one with which botanists in 
that country are fond of catching out the uninitiated stranger. But 
the South African plant, Clifjortia grcimmca Linn f., belongs to 
the family Rosacecie. Secondly, this species exhibits a \'ei*y high 
stage in evolution, having completely dispensed with its leaflets 
and tendrils, and developed the leaf-stalks to function as leaves, 
whilst the scvcial- or many-flowered raceme characteristic of most 
other species of this genus is here reduced to 1 or 2 flowers. In- 
deed, if plants could divulge their pedigree, this would have a very 
interesting story. 

The flowers contain nectar and have a brush of hairs on the 
style below the stigma to sweep out the pollen. Sometimes, how- 
ever, the flowers do not open, though they set fertile fruits. 

This plant is only locally common m Britain, but ranges into 
western Asia and north Africa. In Britain it occurs fiom Corn- 
walJ and Kent north to Cheshire and south-east Yorkshire, flower- 
ing in June and July. Some of the flowers do not open, though they 
may produce seeds. 
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SEA PEA 

Lathyriis iaponicus Willd. (x^) 

Perennial witli a long thick black rootstock (rhi/ome); stems 
several, procumbent, usually not hairy, pale glaucous-green, very 
sharply angled; leaves pale glaucous-green, even paler below, 
spreading at a right angle, pinnate, ending in a 2- or B-forked ten- 
dril at the lop; stipules large and leaf-like but car-like (auriculate) 
at the base; leaflets alternate, 5-6 on each side, sometimes some- 
what bent back, nearly sessile, elliptic, rounded to an acute tip, 
with about 4 pairs of obligue nerves; flowers (A, > I ) lew in erect 



stalked racemes, purple and fading to blue, calyx unequally 5- 
lobed, 2 upper broadly ti langular, the 3 low'er narrowly so, acute, 
and longer; standard (vexi Hum) (R, .1) about 1 m. long, rounded, 
with a short broad claw and with 2 oblique lumps just below the 
middle, notched at the apex and arched with crimson lines like a 
butterfly; wing (C, xl) and keel-petals (D, -:1), smaller and 
paler blue or violet; stamens (E, x 1 ) 10, united into a sheath ex- 
cept the upper one; style bent upwards at a right angle, bearded 
along the inner side; ovary (F, > 1 ) very finely hairy, containing 
about 8 ovules; fruit (G, x0 compressed, pea-like, neatly 2 in. 
long, with oblique branched nerves; seeds (H, x H) nearly black, 
rounded, with a fairly long scar (hilum), about i in. diam. (family 
Papilionaceae), 
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This is one of the least difficult plants of the family and genus 
to identify, because it is found only in one kind of habitat, i.e. on 
shingle beaches in south-eastern England, from Aldeburgh in 
Suffolk to Dorset; and there is a narrow-leaved form in the Shet- 
lands. The species is found also from Scandinavia to north Ger- 
many and Normandy ; in some places there is a hairy form. It also 
grows on the coast of North-west America, around the Great 
Lakes, and north-east America from southern Greenland south- 
waids to Long Island and in Japan 

In nearly all British books of botany so far published this plant 
IS called Lutliynts intiniimiis - a very appropriate name indeed, but 
one which should not be used, according to International Rules, 
which govern the naming of plants. The story of the names of this 
particular species has been well told by a very discriminating 
American botanist, the late Dr Lerriaid,* and it will be sufficient 
to say here that it was first de^cnbed by Linnaeus in 1753 as Pimm 
matithnum. It remained so called until the year 1833, when this 
species name, maritimiini, was tiansfcrred to Lathy r its by Fries, 
and it became lathyms viantimus (L.) Fries. But between these 
dales, Bigelow had described in 1824 a supposedly different 
species as Latin ms vtatitimus^ so that this name already existed 
and piecludcd the introduction of Linnaeus' name into Lathyms. 
And It is in this manner that the names of plants are sometimes 
changed, usually for very good reasons. There aie no half 
measures, one must follow the Inter national Rules either com- 
pletely or not at all. 

As in some othci flowers, the stigmas only become receptive to 
pollen after being rubbed against by an insect. Pollination is 
brought about by long-tongued humble-bees seeking the nectar. 

It js lelatcd that in 1555 the people m the neighbourhood of 
Aldeburgh and Orford, Suffolk, sulfenng from famine, supported 
themselves lo a great extent by the seeds of this plant, which grew 
in great abundance on the sand> hills along the coast. It had not 
been noticed by die inhabitants before, and its supposed sudden 
growth was gencially regarded by them as a miraculous inter- 
vention of Providence, thi>ugh some altiibuled it to the wreck on 
that coast during the previous ycai of a vessel laden with peas. 
The seeds, howc\ei are biitci and very unpalatable. 
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WOOD PEA 
Lathyrus sylvestris L. ( x i) 


Perennial with a creeping rootstock; stems climbing by tendrils, 
green and broadly winged between the nodes; stipules narrow, 
acute, with 1 side-lobe at the base; leaves with a single pair of leaf- 
lets; the stalk winged, the upper portipn ending in a 3-forked ten- 
dril; leaflets forming a V, lanceolate, iery acute, up to about 4 in. 
long, with 3 parallel nerves, not hairy, but microscopically dotted ; 
main flower-stalk (peduncle) axillary, usually accompanied by a 
short branchlet, few-flowered, up to about 6 in. long; flowers (A, 
x|) on rather recurved stalks; calyx (B, x 1) bell-shaped, with 2 



short triangular upper teeth, the lowest tooth about twice as long; 
petals of rather indeterminate colour, the standard (vexilJum) 
(C, X i) broad and more or less flushed with pink, the wings 
(aiac) (D, X 1) purplish in the upper half, the keel-petals (E, \ I ) 
united on the upper side and dull green; stamens (F’, x H) 10, m 
2 bundles (diadelphous), the upper one completely free, the others 
united in,a tube open along the top; ovary (G, x li) not hairy; 
style up-curved, hairy below the apex; fruit (H, x \) flattened, 
loosely net-veined (reticulate), about 2^ in. long; seeds (J, x 1^) 
i in. nearly globular, purple-black, with a broad scar running 
nearly their whole length (fhmily Papilionaceae), 

Grows in hedges, wood.s, and copses, flowering during summer; 
widely distributed in Europe. 
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YELLOW VETCH 76 

• Lathy rus aphaca L. ( x J) 

Annual straggly herb with stems up to H fh long, glabrous all 
over; the apparent leaves are really stipules which are opposite on 
the stem, broadly ovate, broadly arrow-shaped at the base, about 
1 in. Jong and i in. broad, entire and marked with numerous 
closely parallel nerves; the real leaves are completely reduced to 
tendrils; flowers single or paired on a common stalk 2-3 times as 
long as the stipules; bracts minute and soon falling off; calyx sub- 
cqually iobed to below the middle, lobes acute, 3-nerved; petals 
yellow, the standard (A, xli), wmgs(B, x2i) and keel (C, xl\) 
as shown in the drawing; stamens (D, \ 3) 10, one free from the 
others, which are united in a sheath; anthers uniform; ovary (E, 



> 2) papillous, with a style at right angles and hairy on the inner 
side; pod (E, 1) I4 in. long, reticulate; seeds, (G, x2i) almost 

rectangular, often with a large paler areole in the middle (family 
Papilwmecae). 

A cornfield weed in the southern counties, flowering in early 
summer; a very interesting and easily- recognized species because 
the opposite stipules are large and leaf-like, and tile real leaf- 
blade IS reduced to a tendril; distributed into north Africa and 
as far east as India. •> 

There arc ten or more species of Lathyms in Britain, some of 
them introduced into fields and waste places. A key to all the 
species is given in the Flora recommended on p xiv. 
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BLACK PEA 
LaiJiyrus niger Bernh. ( x^) 


Perennial which turns black in drying; stems glabrous, angular or 
ribbed; leaves pinnate, with a barren tip but no tendrils; leaf- 
lets 4-5 pairs, opposite 



drawings; stamens (L , . 14 ) in tw 
the others connate into a ^pllt shea 


or suDaiternate, ooJong- 
elliptic to broadly lanceo- 
late, with a distinct cus- 
pidate tip, l-U in. Jong, 
"with several ascending 
lateral nerves; stipules 
obliquely lanceolate, 
acute, produced at the 
base on one side into a 
sharp point; llowers in 
axillary one-sided pedun- 
culate racemes, the pe- 
duncles as long as or ex- 
ceeding the leaves; pedi- 
cels shorter ^than the 
calyx, slightly pubescent; 
''i calyx (A, '1) widely 

cup-shaped, shortly den- 
tate but with 2 longer 
teeth below the petals; 
^ ["*etals bluish-purple, the 
siandaid (B, 1 4), wings 

(C', /]) and keel (D, 

I ) as shown in the 
> bundles, the upper one fiee, 
!i; anthers uiiih^rm; ovary (F*, 


> H) glabrous; style bent, ilatlened towards the tip and hairy in 
the upper flat part, with a small tciminal stigma; fruit {G, k) 
twisting when lipc, 2 in, long, obliquely nerved; seeds (H, 24) 

rounded-quadrangular, nearly black, w'lth a large hiium nearly all 


along one side (family Pupihonaccae). 

Only m Scotland and very laie; extends eastward to Caucasus 


and south to Algeria. 

It grows m rocky woods in mountain valleys up to about 1200 
ft. The plant is well named nuicr (black) lor it turns black when 
dried and the seeds are also nearly black. 
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SPINY REST-HARROW 

Ononis spmosa L. ( Xi) 


T8 


Shrublet to about 2 ft. high, much braucheci and leafy, with short 
branchlets ending in a sharp needle-like point; stems crimson, 
covered with curly and gland-tipped hairs; leaves (A, x 1) alter- 
nate, most on the long shoots with 3 leaflets, on the short shoots 
with I leallet; stipules leafy, joined to the leaf-stalk, rather sharply 
toothed like the Jeaficts, these jointed at the base; flowers (B, x 1) 
axillary on the short spinc-tipped hranchlets, bright pink; stan- 
dard and keel streaked with numeious crimson lines; or rarely all 
pure white; calyx (C, \Ij green, with numerous gland-tipped 



hairs and a few longer bans, 2-lipped, the upper lip of 4 equal 
narrow lobes, the lowei of 1 slightly longer lobe; standard (\exil- 
lum) (D, X 1 ) recurved in the open flower, slightly glandular out- 
side, pink (oi w'hile), in. Jong; vving-petals (alae) (E, > 2) a little 
shorter than the sharp!) beaked kecl-pcta Is (F, \ H), stamens (G, 
X l i) 10, united into a sheath open along the top; anthers equal; 
ovary (H, xJ^j) with long gland-upped sever aJ-celled hairs; 
ovules 6-8; style thiead-like, stigma terminal, fruit (J, K, xl) 
ellipsoid, densely glanduiai ; seeds (L, 2) rounded, finely warted 

(family Papilionacrac). 

A very pretty plant w'lth a profusion of bright pink, rarely 
white, pea-like flowers. They are without nectar, but are visited 
mainly by bees which set in motion the pumping arrangement, 
when threads of pollen are thrown off. 
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79 REST-HARROW 

Ononis repens L. ( x J) 

Diffuse spreading herb; branches densely leafy* covered with long 
weak whitish several-oelled hairs; leaflet (A, x li) 1, with a large 

leafy stipule adnate to 
the very short stalk, 
oblong - obovate, 
rounded at the top 
and sharply toothed, 
covered with very 
short sticky glandular 
hairs; flowers (B, 
> 1 \ ) axillary, solitai^, 
shortly stalked, pink, 
the standard streaked 
a deeper shade; calyx 
(C, y~) equally and 
rather deeply 5-lobed, 
lobes lanceolate, with 
long slejfder hairs 
and numerous short 
gland-tipped hairs: 
standard (D, xi;) 
rounded - obovate, 
with many nerves, 
slightly apiculate; 
wing-petals (E, xJI) 
oblong, blunt, with an 
acute basal Jobe; keel- 
slj; all united into a 
closed sheath; style slender, with an apical stigma, pod about as 
long as the calyx, with 2 or 3 seeds (family Papiliouaceac). 

Rest-harrow flowers in summer and auiuinn and grows in 
grassy places, dry pastures, and sand-dunes; it is partial to cal- 
careous soil. The flowers have no nectar, but bees visit them to 
collect the pollen, which is squeezed out of the pollen-chamber 
formed by the tip of the keel-petals when these are depressed by 
the weight of the insect. 

The genus Ononis may be recognized particularly by the sta- 
mens, which are all united together into a single sheath (mon- 
adelphOQs), and not in two bundles (diadelphous) as in most other 
members of the family to which the Broad Bean and Garden Pea 
belong. 
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COMMON MELILOT 80 

^Mrli lotus altissima Thuill ( x i) 

Annual or biennial herb up to 4 ft. high, sometimes much 
branched; stems glabrous, ribbed; leaves alternate, divided into 
3 separate leaflets, the 
lateral pair nearly sessile, 
the end leaflet stalked 
but jointed near the 
lop; leaflets oblong to 
narrowly obovate, nar- 
rowed ro but rounded 
at the base, shortly den- 
tate, with several straight 
side nerves; stipules 2 
to each leaf, awl-shaped, 
about i in. long; flow- 
ers in slender onc-sided 
axillary racemes, reflex- 
ed: calyx (A, x4)with5 
awl-shaped lobes; petals 
yellow, the standard, 
wings, and keel equal in 
length and as shown 
in figs. B, C, D, ^'2i; 
stamens 10, 1 free from 
the others (C, y2j); 

ovary (F, v2]) shortly 
stalked, with a style 
about as long; fruit 
(G, '^21) transversely 

nerved, shortly beaked, 

1-secded; seed (H, ^;3) ellipsoid, smooth (synonym Melilo/us 
officinalis' (Willd.) (family PapiUonaccae), 

Found mostly in waste places, ranging throughout Europe and 
Russian Asia. The flowers are produced in summer, secrete nec- 
tar, and smell like cumarin (like new-mown hay). Cross-pollina- 
iion is effected by insects, which dust the stigma projecting beyond 
the anthers. The wing- and kccl-petals arc loosely fused together 
on each side and arc depressed by the weight or the insect, when 
the stamens and pistil are exposed. 

The species are very closely related, and there are fouii repre- 
sented in Britain, one of them, the White Melilot, having white 
flowers (see lig. 8f). 
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81 WHITE MELILOT 

Mclilotus alba Desr. (x^) 

Biennial or perennial erect herb up to ft. high With several erect 
or ascending branches; stem hollow, ribbed, glabrous; leaves al- 
ternate, stalked, pinna tely 
divided into 3 leaflets, 
these obovate to oblong- 
oblanceolatc, narrowed to 
the base, the lateral leaf- 
lets nearly sessile, the end 
one stalked, i-1 in. long, 
repand-dentate, with as 
many lateral nerves as 
teeth into which they are 
produced ; stipules paired, 
very narrow and awl- 
shaped ; flowers numerous 
and small d in. long), in 
slender axillary racemes 
3-4 limes as Jong as the 
leaves, but which become 
much longer in fniil ; calyx 
(A, >2) bell-shaped, 

equally 5-Iobed, lobes 
short and awl-shaped; 
petals white, falling after 
fading, the standard (B, 
v2), W'ings (C, 2) and 

keel (D, 2) as shown in 

the drawing; stamens ( R, 3) in 2 bundles, the upper one free, the 
remainder united in a sheath open on the upper side; ovary with 
few ovules; style glabrous; fruits (G, /]) pendulous, ovoid- 
elliptic, scarcely i in. long, transversely wrinkled, not opening, 
style persistent (family Papilionaceae), 

Widely distributed in Europe and Asia, flowering from June to 
September, This species is considered to be an introduction and 
is naturalized in fields and on waste ground mainly in the southern 
half of England and Wales. 

Mclilotus is one of the least difficult of the genera of Papiliona^ 
ceae to recognize, because of its trifoliolate leaves, elongated 
racemn^pf small flowers, and small fruits which do not open like 
those Of most other British members of the family. 
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BlRD»S-FOOT FENUGREEK,, 
Trigdhella ornithopodloides (L.) DC. (x^) 


S2 


A dwarf tufted annual herb with numerous short spreading gla- 
brous branches; leaves 3-folioIate, very clover-Jikc, leaflets obo- 
vale- wedge-shaped, truncate at the top, rather sharply toothed; 
stipules (J, X l-i) large and partly united to the leaf-sta^ the free 
part tapering to a fine point, prominently nerved; flovrait A. x 2) 
purplish white, usually in pairs on a short common staflcih the leaf- 
axils; calyx equally 5-lobcd to the middle, Jobes narrow with 
subulate points, glabrous; standard (B, x2), wings (C, >".3) j^nd 
keel (D, x 3) petals as shown in the drawing; stamens (E, x 3) 10, 
one free, the others united into a split sheath ; anthers small and 



all ahke ; ovary (F, x 3) with about 5-8 ovules ; style curved with a 
terminal head-like stigma; fruit (G, n 2) twice as long as the calyx 
and well exserted from it, opening along the lower side, smooth, 
containing about 5~8 rounded smooth seeds (H, K4); (synonyms 
TriJoHum oniithopodioidcs Sm.; TrigoncUa purpurascens Lam.) 
(family PapiHonaccac), 

lliis rather outstanding species has by some botanists been 
transferred to Trifolium, 1 prefer to keep it in TrigoncUa^ however, 
for It does not seem to be related to any other species of Trifolium 
but has undoubted aflinity with at least two other species of 
Trigonella, T. laciruata L., and T. occulta Del, natives of th^ Near 
East. 
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TOOTHED MEDJCK 
Medieago dentictdato Willd. { x^) 

A glabrous annual braj^hing from the base; leaves alternate, di- 
vided into 3 l6£ifiets on a common stalk, leaflets obovate, wedge- 
shaped at the base, rounded at the apex, slightly toothed in the 
upper laicral nerves paraJfcJ and running out into the 

teetfi; stlHp large lobes;flowet$ 

few in little heads on a common stalk in the axils of the 

leavds; brficis small and awl-shaped; individual flower-stalks very 
short; caiyx (A, xi) deeply divided into 5 narrow pointed parts; 
petals yellow, the standard (B, ^6), wings (C, x7), and keel CD, 
x7) as shfown in the drawing; stamens (E, x7) 10, in 2 bundles, 
one stam^ being free;* anthers of one si/e and shape; ovary (F, 





X 7) oblpng, style very short ; fruit (G, 1 1) spirally twisted into a 
circle likd a watch-spring and formed of 2 or 3 loose flat coils 
armed with hooked bristles (family Papilionaceae). 

Grows mainly in cultivated and waste ground, flowering in 
spring jmd summer; distributed in many parts of the 

world. , 

The Showers ^crete nectar, and visiting insects, on alighting, 
release, stameite and pistil which spring out of the keel and dis- 
charge the poUen bn to their bodies. 

The fhuts of Medieago (fig. O) are very characteristic, being 
spirally^b^iied up and armed wltjb hooked prickles which are 
leadfiy^&tributed by attaching themselves to the fur of animals 
gnd to clothing of human beings. 




BLACK MEDICK. NONSUCH 84 

♦ Medicago lupnlma L ( x i) 

Annual, with slender mostly procumbent ljfanche%from the base 
and up to 2 ft long, stipules large and tootned, leaflets 3, obovate, 
shortly toothed (dentate), apiculate, common stalk short, flowers 
(A, x3) in small rounded he^ m t)se ajals of4he^I|i;|^s, heads 
Qn slender ^Ijilks (pcdtmdes), x5) equaBjf^obed to 

the middle, lobes lanceolate, haiiy on the maigins (ciliaW), petals 
yellow, the standard (C, 2\) broadly obovate, koelatod Wings 

blunt at the apex, ficc from the stammal tube, 1 stamen fiec, the 


xWf 
V 



^ ir{, 


Other 9 united in a sheath split along the top (D, ^ ^); antheis 
small and equal, ovaiy with a glabious sl>le, stigma terminal, 
li uits (b, < H) crowded into an oblong cluster, very short, tur\ed, 
black when ripe, reticu’ate, 1-sceded, seed (F, x31) kidne>- 
shaped, straw-colouied, smooth (family PapiUonaceae) 

A weed in waste places and fields, widely distributed in temper- 
ate legions and naiuraiized in many countries 
T!ic chief pollinator of this plant is the honey-bee, wh*^ does 
not disdain even ibis flower’s tiny store of honey The w4>ole in- 
florescence IS pulled down b> the weight of the insect, wivch then 
sucks the flower’s head downwaids It visits a few flowers at a 
time, and then flies away to another plant On alighting the insect 
causes the column ot reproduQtive oigans (stamen^ and ^le) to 
spring Out of the keel, to which in this case n does not after 
the pressure is removed 

cd) 
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85 SOFT KNOTTED CLOVER 

Trifolium striatum L. ( ^ 

A low much-branched annual; stemvS ribbed, covered with Jong 
soft hairs; leaves with longish stallcs and divided into 3 separate 
obovate leaflets about J in. long, these with strong parallel nerves 
forked tqvij^ds the finely tootlted margin; stipules joined to the 
leaf-stall^ and ending in a freeshirp point, strongly nerved, hairy; 
flowers in dense axillary and terminal sessile clusters embraced at 
the base by the broad stipules; calyx fA, x4) equally divided into 
5 awl-shaped lobes, hairy and ribbed, ]:)ersistent and cmbracingthc 
fruit; vexilliim (B, x 3^) wings (C, x 3]), and keel fD, x 3]) petals 
as shown in the drawing, rose-coloured ; stamens (E, < 3^ j united 
in a sheath with the upper free, filaments slightly dikited at the lop , 



ovary (F, x 3i) ellipsoid, with a long slender style; fruit (G, x 3 J-) 
enclosed by the persistent calyx, rounded, ! -seeded; seed (H, x5) 
browm, containing a large green embryo (J, 4) (family Papilio^ 

naccae). 

Flowers in summer and giows in dry fields and wasie places; 
distributed in Europe generally and cast as far as the Caucasus 

There are as many as twenty-one species of Clover in Britain, 
eight of which arc shown in these drawings. For the determina- 
tion of the remainder a comprehensive flora should be consulted 
(see p. xiv). The genus is recognized by the trifoJiolatc leaves, 
flowers in a dense head, some of which are sterile, and by the 
short pod which rarely exceeds the calyx. 

Trijblium striatum occurs throughout Britain, but is sometimes 
very local ; in Eire mostly near the coast. 
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ALSIKE CLOVER 
’^rijolium hybridum L. ( X J) 


86 


Strong-growing perennial with ascending glabrous stems up to 
about 2 ft. long; leaves with 3 leaflets, these very bioadly obo- 
vate (almost rounded). 


wedge-shaped at the base, 
rounded at the apex, 
averaging about I in. 
Jong, finely and closely 
toothed, v'lih numerous 
paiaJlel ncives, glabrous; 
stipules large, united for 
'i their Icnglli to the leaf- 
slalk. With long sharp 
points, conspicuously 
ne r V ed ; fl owe rs ( A , 2 i ) 
pinkish white, in axilkM> 
and terminal long-stalked 
globose heads aUnit 1 in. 
diam. ; flower-stalks about 
i in. long; calyx-Jobes 
5, awl-sl taped, glabious; 
standard (B, ^ 4\), wing 
(C, > 4i), and keel petals 
(l>, '>4i) as shown in the 
drawing, stamens (E, a 5) 
10, the uppci one free, 
ihc other 9 united in a 
sheath split along the lop, 
anthers cgual-si/cd; ov- 
ary (F, with seveiai 
ovules; style glabrous; 
fruit with 2 A seeds 
(family Pupil ionaccac). 

Originally introduced 
for li^dder, and found 
by roadsides throughout 
Britain; widely distribut- 
ed in the nortliern hemi- 



sphere. 

The flowers are at first white and erect, afterwards rose-red and 


curved downwards, the heads then presenting a white centre and a 
losc-red margin. Tliey are then very' conspicuous to insects. 
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87 ZIGZAG CLOVER, MEADOW CLOVER 
TrifoHum medium L. ( x J) 

Perennial with more or less zigzag branches thinly clothed with 
very fine long hairs; leaves rather few and distant, long-stalked, 

with three leaf- 
lets, these ob- 
long -oblanceo- 
kite, rounded 
to a sl\ort tjp at 
the apex, nar- 
rowed to the 
base, 1-1 i in, 
long, not 
toothed, with 
numerous la- 
teral ner\es 
whose blanches 
run out to the 
margin, glab- 
rous or with 
silky hairs on 
the lower sur- 
face; stipules 
large and joined 
for nearly half 
their length to 

the leafstalk, closely ner\ed and more or less haiiy; flowers (A. 
X2) in terminal shortly stalked heads I- \\ in. diam.; calyx tubu- 
lar, with 5 very narrow haiiy lobes, the lobes neai ly equal but the 
bottom one longer; standaid (B, ' I-J), wing petals (C, x 2), and 
keel (D, x2) as shown in the drawing: stamens (E, x2) 10, the 
upper one free from the others winch are united in a sheath open 
on the upper side; ovary tF, x2) rounded, style slender, glabrous; 
pod rounded, 1 -seeded (family rapUiouaceae). 

In open woods, in bushy fields, and on banks and roadsides; 
widely distributed into eastern Asia, becoming a mountain plant 
in south Europe. Generally distributed throughout Britain, 
though often rather local and moie common in northern districts. 

Recognized by the shape of the leaflets with numerous closely 
set lateral nerves, very large stipules with subulate tips, and 
ellipsoid shortly stalked heads of reddish-purple flowers. 
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STRAWBERRY CLOVER 88 

Trifolium fragiferum L. ( x }) 

Perennial herb with procumbent stems; leaves on long slender 
stalks, with three leaflets, these obovate or elliptic, closely 
parallel-nerved to the very f inely-toothed margins, averaging about 
I in. long; stipules large and united for about half their length 
with the leaf-stalk, the free parts narrow and sharply pointed and 
strongly marked with green nerves; flowers (A, x 3^} in very long- 
stalked more oi less globose heads which soon fruit and form a 
net-like pinkish ball (J, xl) due to the calyx becoming inflated 
and strongly reticulate; head subtended by deeply lobed bracts; 
calyx (m flower) equally 5-lobcd, hairy on and just below the 



lobes; petals pink, the standard (C, a 3-1), wings (D, x3i), and 
keel (E, x3i) petals as shown in the drawing; stamens (F, x5) 
10, one free above, the others united in a sheath; ovary and style 
(G, X 5) glabrous; fruit (H, ^ 5) globular, enclosed in the inflated 
net-like calyx (B, x7); seed (K, x4) rounded, slightly mottled 
(family Papilionaceac). 

In moist meadows and pastures, flowering*, in summer and 
autumn; enjoys a wide distribution from the Atlantic Islands to 
eastern Asia. 

The Latin and popular names refer to the head of fruits around 
which the calyx becomes inflated and reticulate. 
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WHITE or DUTCH CLOVER 
Trifolium repens L. ( x i) 


Perennial herb, with numerous spreading stems often rooting at 
the nodes; stipules inconspicuous, not i in. long, with a short 
sheath and long narrow lobes; leaflets broadly obovatc to round- 
ed, sharply toothed, with a lighter band across the muidle; leaf- 
stalks long; flowers (A, k 2 J) white or tinged with pink, in globose 
heads on a long (sometimes veiy long) common axillary stalk; 
individual flowers on slender stalks; calyx equally 5-lobed, not 
hairy; standard (B, x2i petal witli a narrow claw w'lth ridged 



margins, slightly notched at the apc^; wing-pelah ' 2) w'lth an 
obtuse lateral lobe; keel-petals (D, ' 2) slightly joined, w'llh slen- 
der claws; upper stamen free, the others united in a sheath split 
at the lop (E, x2t); anthers (1% > 15j very short, attached in the 
middle; style hairy only at the tip; pod with 2 4 seeds, enclosed 
in the withered corolla (family Fapihonaccae)T 
The notes on pollination given for T. pratmse, fig. 90, apply 
equally well to this species, which is also a valuable pasture and 
bee-plant. The genus Trifohum is quite richly represented in this 
country, there being over twenty native species. Some of these are 
very rare and of exceptional interest because of their geographical 
distribution; for example, two or three which arc found only in 
Cornwall and in Spain and Portugal. 
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RED CLOVER 
Trifoliiim pratense L. ( X J) 


90 


Perennial herb; stems ascending, up to 2 ft. long, more densely 
hairy m the upper part; stipules (A, x 1^) very conspicuous, about 
i in. long, connate 
with the leaf-stalk 
and with sharply 
pointed lobes, veiny; 
leaflets obovate, w^ith 
numerous parallel 
ner\cs radiating into 
the minute teeth; 
flowers fB, n 2) red- 
dish-purple or rarely 
while, in dense tei- 
mmal rounded clusters 
gilt by two sessile 
leaves at the base, 
calyx-lobes (C, 1]) 

vciy prominent in bud 
and biistic-like, pur- 
ple, one slightly longer 
than the others; stan- 
dard petal (D, y2) 
like a narrow draining 
spade, long - clawed ; 
wing-pelals (h, 21) 

oblong, with a very 
long slender claw; 
keel-petals iF, 21) 
veiy siinilai; upper 
stamen fiec, the rcmaindci united into a sheath; ovary (G, x2) 
ellipsoid, ver\ short, with a long slender stjle and head-Iike stig- 
ma; an important field crop (family hipilionaccae). 

Clovers arc important bee-flowers, and these insects effect 
cross-pollinalion when searching for the abundant nectar. This is 
brought about through a simple valvular arrangement by which 
the stamens and pistil arc caused to protrude from the kccl-pctals 
so long as piessiire is exerted by the weiglil of the insect. When 
this happens the pollen is dusted on the underside of the bee’s 
head, and is transferred to the stigma of another flower. Nectar is 
also stolen by other insects which perforate the flowers from the 
outside and thrust their proboscis through the hole. 
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91 HOP TREFOIL or CLOVER 

Trifolium campestre Schrcb. (x^ 

Annual, on dunes, waste places, and in fields; stems wiry, much 
branch^ and procumbent and clothed with very short hairs; 
leaves (H, Xl) divided into 3 separate leaflets (trifoliolate), the 
end leaflet with a longer stalk than the others, all obovale and 
broadly wedge-shaped (cuneate), in the lower half, upper half 
shortly toothed; nerves numerous and parallel, each ending in a 
tooth; stipules large and leafy, united for a short distance to the 
stalk, narrowly ovate, clothed with a few long hairs; flowers (A, 



X 3) very small in a congested hcad-like raceme, gree^lsh-yellow^ 
the standard petal enlarging and becoming membranous over the 
ripe fruit; calyx with 5 very narrow lobes of unequal length; stan- 
dard petal (B, x5) slightly toothed in the upper pari, wing- and 
keel-petals partly united (C, x 3); stamens (D, \3)]0, I free, the 
others united into a sheath; anthers very small and rounded; 
ovary (E, x4) shortly stalked, with 1 -2 ovules; fruit ovoid-ellip- 
soid, 1- or rarely 2-seeded; seed ovoid, yellowish and shining 
(family PapilionacecH'). 

Widely spread in Europe, Aj>ia, and north Africa, and the At- 
lantic Islands, and introduced into North America. 

Trifolium is the largest genus of PapiUonaccac represented in 
the British flora, there being 23 species in the latest list of plants. 
Included in these are 5 species which are introduced, either as crop 
plants or weeds of cultivation. 
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HARE'S-FOOT TREFOIL or CLOVER 
♦ TrifoUuni arvense L. (x |-) 
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Annual herb with erect slender root; stems wiry, slender, much 
branched, softly pubescent with appressed hairs; leaves (A, X l-J) 
divided into 3 separate 
leaflets on a very short 
common stalk, the leaf- 
lets oblanceolate, entire 
01 slightly toothed near 
the apex, softly hairy 
below: stipules joined 
to the leaf-stalk, about 
\ in. long, marked with 
parallel nerves and 
sharp-pointed ; flowers 
(B, x3) very small, 

white to pale pink, 
densely crowded into 
an oblong, c>lindric, 
brush-like stalked spike 
l-l in. long; no biacts; 
calyx (C, x2) much 
longer than the petals, 

5-lobcd to below the 
middle, lobes linear -awl- 
shaped, very acute, 
fringed with long hairs; 
petals w'hite or pale 
pink, very small; stan- 
dard (D, '3) obovate, 

w^ith a \cry bn^ad claw; 

wing- and kccI-pctaLs as shown in figs E, F, ( <3): stamens (G, 
;s4) 10, the upper one Iree, the remainder united in a sheath 
(diadelphous); anthers minute, rounded; ovary (H, >'4) very 
small, shortly stalked tstipitate), containing 1 ovule; fruit a tiny 
1 -seeded pod embraced by the calyx (family Papilionacenc), 

Grows in dr>' sandy iields, flowering from July to September; 
widely distributed across the northern hemisphere. 

As in most other species of Clover, the flowehs secrete nectar. 
C‘ro.ss-polhnatiori is etfected mamly by bees, though self-pollina- 
tion also produces fertile seed. 
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GOAT’S RUE, FRENCH LILAC 
Galega officinalis L. ( x i) • 


Perennial herb up to 3 ft. high: stems mostly glabr 
nate with 6-7 pairs of opposite lanceolate leaflets 



I'oiis; leaves pm- 
and an odd ter- 
minal leaflet, 
leaflets with 
several fan-like 
nerves and a 
sharp lip; 
stipules large, 
conspicuous, 
nariowly tri- 
angulai, deeply 
sagittate at the 
base, strongly 
nerved ; ^o'^^'ers 
lilac oi rarely 
white, in axil- 
lary racemes; 
biacts long su- 
biitatc; talyx 
(A, 2) cam- 

pan ulate with 
5 equal subu- 
late teeth ; stan- 
dard (B, vlj), 
wings (C, 
\ UO and keel 
(D, 1}) as 

shtnvn in the 
drawing; sta- 
mens (h, \I0 
10, ail united; 
anthers equal; 
ova O' (F, ' ii) 
with about 8 


ovules, a curved slender st>ie and minute terminal stigma; fruit 
(G, > }) about li in. long, with parallel nerves converging into 
the middle of the va]^es; .seeds (IJ, 2) transversely ellipsoid, 
smooth (family Fapihanaccar), 

An alien plant on rubbish-heaps, by roadsides and in chalk pits 
in the south of England; native of southern Europe, 
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WILD GOOSEBERRY 

Rihes grossularia L. ( X 0 
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Small shrub with Jong and short shoots; branches armed with 3- 
forked spines (A, x 3V) below the short shoots; leaves produced 
annually and clustered 
on the short shoots, 
singl> on the long shoots, 
on long rather slender 
stalks, orbicular or 
Jodney-shaped in out- 
line, up to about 2 in. 
broad, 3 5-lohed to 
about the middle, the 
lobes coarsely toothed, 
thin, very slightly hairy; 
howcis (B, \ I) 1-3 to- 
gether on the slioit 
slioots, shortly stalked, 
stalks softly hairy 
calyx-lobes rclle\eil, 
pui plish, the tube beard- 
Cvl with hairs; petals 
(C, \2) white, erect, 
wedge-shaped, very 
small, stiongly ncivcd; 
stamens (D, >2) 

opposite the sepals; 
anthers attached m the 
middle at the back: 
ovary inferior, \Mth a few gktnd-tipped bristles, 1-locular, with 
numerous ovules on 2 parietal placentas (li, 3); fruit (G, \ J) 
an cllipsoid-globosc beny, up to I in diam , smooth or bristly- 
hairy (f’, style, '' 2) (family Gmssulat lacciic). 

A very widely spread species m open woods and hedges and 
often more common near \illagcs; extends into western Asia and 
north Afiica. 

The dowers arc pendulous to horizontal. Flie anthers shed their 
pollen as the flowers open, but the styles are not then at full length 
and the stigmas arc not receptive. Nectar is secreted in the base of 
the bell-shaped floral axis occcptacle), and is protected by stiff 
hairs projecting vertically from the style. Some bushes bear female 
flowers, in which the anthers are rudimenuiry and do not open. 
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DOGWOOD 

CorniiS sanguinea L. ( x i) 


Shrub up to about 6 fit., leaves opposite, without stipules, ovate, 
entire, thinly clothed below and on the flower-stalks, ovary and 

young fruit with white 
T-shaped hairs (A, 
x4): flowers (B, xli) 
numerous, small, col- 
lected into terminal lax 
clusters (cymes) about 
2 in. m diam.; no 
bracts; calyx \'ery min- 
ute on lop of the ovary ; 
ovary inferior and 2- 
locLilar (F, x4); petals 
4, dull white, not over- 
lapping in bud (CV IJ) 
(valvate); free from 
one another; stamens 
4. alternate with the 
petals, and inserted 
around a nng-like disk 
which secretes nectar; 
style undivided, groov- 
ed, the disk-like papil- 
lous stigma (D, y 3) 
1 caching the same ]e^el 
as the anthers; either 
self- or cioss-poJlina- 
lion; fruit (F, > H), 

globose, fleshy, black, biitci , the hard innci stone (diupcj contain- 
ing the seed (family Coinaccae), 

A second native species, the Dwarf Cornel, Cormis Mwdea L., 
is widely distributed and has a slender creeping lootstock with 
annual stems only a few inches high These have opposite ovate 
leaves, and a little terminal umbel of flowers surrounded by four 
large w'hite pctal-likc bracts. The real petals are very irunute and 
a dark purple colour. Certain continental botanists consider it dis- 
tinct, its name being rather formidable, Chamaepenclvmenum 
suecicum (L.) Asch. & Graebn. (see fig. 96). 

Dogwood is common on limy soils in the south of England, but 
rare in the north. The slender annual shoots c'm be used for 
basket-making. 
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DWARF CORNEL 96 

Chanmepericl^iemm suecicum (L.) Aschers & Graebner ( x i) 

A perennial herb with slender creeping rootstock; stems annual, 
up to 6 in. high, usually unbranched; leaves opposite, sessile, 
ovate, entire, about 1 in. 
long and in, broad, with 
5-8 nerves lengthwise, 
glabrous below, but with 
scattered appressed T- 
shaped one-celled hairs 
above (D, x6); flowers 
(A, x5) in a terminal 
cluster surrounded by 4 
laige yellowish-white obo- 
vate bracts streaked with 
reddish nerves and resem- 
bling petals: flower-stalks 
and calyx clothed with 
appressed hairs ; calyx 
bell-shaped, shortly 
toothed; petals 4, free, 
very small, dark purple; 
stamens (B, xS) 4, alter- 
nate with the petals : ovary 
inferior, 2-locular: style 
undivided; ovules solitary 
in each loculus; fruit (C, 

X J) a bunch of berry-like 
red drupes (synonym Counts succica L.) (family Cornaceae), 

Confined to the hills and mountains of northern England and of 
Scotland, and \vith a circumpolar distiibution in the northern 
hemispheie; of exceptional inteiest, being a highly advanced 
species of herb clearly descended iiom woody ancestors. The hairs 
are 1 -celled and T-shaped, and on the leaves they are confined to 
the upper surface. To compensate for the diminutive size of the 
flowers, the lattei are surrounded by an involucre of large petal- 
likc bracts (modified iippei leaves) wliich lesemblc petals and serve 
to attract insects. 

In the genus Corniis in a restricted sense there* are no bracts be- 
low the flowers. This I consider to be a very important character. 
I'he Dogwood, Cornus sanguinea L., is a typical example of Cor- 
nits proper and an illustration of this will be found at fig. 95. 
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ELDER 

Sambucus nigra L. ( y ?) 


A small spreading tree with rough bark, the stem and branches 
full of pith; young annual shoots from the main branches soft; 



leaves deciduous, op- 
posite, pinnate, with 
an odd terminal leaf- 
let, and 2 or 3 pairs 
of leaflets; leaflets 
opposite, shortly 
stalked, elliptic to 
obovate, acutely 
acuminate, rather 
sharply toothed, 
glabrous or nearly 
so; flowers (A, x2) 
seemed, numeious, 
arranged in flat 
terminal corymbs, 
with about 5 prim- 
ary branches; no 
bracts* middle flow- 
er at each fork nearly 
sessile, lateral flowers 
stalked; sepals 5, 
very small and 
green, petals 5, yel- 
lowish-white, united 
at the base into a 


very short tube and spieading horizontally, stamens .5, alternate 
with the corolla-lobes, the rather large anthers (B, facing 

outwards; ovary (C, "s 3) at lirsl nearly quite superior but becom- 
ing inferior in fruit; stigmas 3-5, sessile; fruits (D, '' H) purple- 
black and juicy, densely arranged (family CapnfoUaceae). 

This flowers in early summer and grows in woods and waste 
places; it is one of our most useful British plants, the fruit making 
eKcellent wine and jam or jelly; the flowers are used medicinally; 
the pith IS employed by botanists for embedding specimens for 
section cutting; the wood is very hard and has been used by 
mathematical instrument makers and for butchers' skewers, shoe- 


makers' pegs, etc. ; leav^es, avoided by slock, were formerly used to 
make an insecticide. Although the flowers of thif species are 
scented, there is no nectary. 
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DWARF ELDER, DA*1<lE’S ELDER 
• Samhucus ehuliis L. ( x 


Perennial with annual herbaceous stems up to 3 ft. high ; rootstock 
short; leaves opposite, pinnate, leaflets 7-11, lanceolate, serrate, 
the terminal one the lar- 
gest, the basal paii much 
smaller and resembling 
stipules; flowers (B, /2) 
in a terminal corymb with 
3 primary branches, pure 
while or tinged with 
purple outside, sweet 
scented, lounded in bud 
(A, x2); calyx with 5 
small teeth; coiolla with 
a \ery short tube and 5 
spreading lobes: stamens 
(C, ' 2) 5, inserted at the 
base of the corolla- lube, 
stigma sessile on the 
inferior ovary (D, > 4) 3 - 
5-Iobed: fruit (h, J) a 
small black berry (famil> 

Capri fohaceac), 

C'eiUnn species of hci bs 
have clearly descended 
from ancestors which were 
woody or at any rate more 

woody , the Dwarf 1. Idci is a \ery good example, the moic woody 
lelative being the Common Fldcr, Sumbucus nh^ra L., shown in 
fig, 07. It flowers in summer and somewhat later than the Common 
Elder, though it is probably not truly native, being found in 
hedges, on banks and roadsides near Milages. It was formerly cul- 
tivated for making a dye and is widely distributed from the Atlantic 
Islands and north Africa through Europe as far east as India. 

Though not usually touched by stock, the beiiics of this plant 
have been known to cause poisoning in turkeys, the baik, leaves, 
and berries having decided purgative properties. 

The .scent of Vanilla is very widely dislributed amongst flower- 
ing plants, the Dwarf Elder being one of them. 

A third species of this genus, S, laceniosa L., is commonly 
planted and sometimes naturalized, especially in Scotland. It has 
red fruits and the flowers arc arranged in a more pyramidal panicle. 
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WAYJfARING TREti 
Viburnum lantana L. (X J) 


A large shrub or small tree; young shoots and leaves below cover- 
ed with short star-shaped (stellate) hairs (A, x3); leaves decidu- 
ous, opposite, rounded-ovate, not pointed, rounded or heart- 
shaped at the base, rather sharply toothed (dentate), somewhat 
wrinkled (rugose) on the upper surface, with very prominent 
lateral nerves below; stalks about \ in. long, with a small ridge be- 
tween them at the base, but no stipules: flowers odoriferous, small 
and while, in dense flat cymes up to 3 in. diameter; calyx-lobes 5, 
very small on top of the ovary; corolla with a very short tube and 



5 spreading rounded lobes: stamens (C, / 4) 5, alternate with the 
lobes, and arising from the base of the tube; anthers loundcd, fac- 
ing inwards; ovary (B, < 4 ) below the calyx (inferior), with a small 
disk on top and 2-3 very short stigmas; fruit (D, x 1 1) a purplish- 
black berry with one hard flattened seed (F, x I i). (L, x I berry 
with flesh removed) (family Caprifoliaceae). 

A hedgerow plant flowering m early summer, and mainly found 
in southern England. It is a widely distributed species, occurring 
all over temperate and southern Europe as far as the Caucasus 
The stamens are curved inwards when the flower opens and the 
anthers are over the stigmas. Automatic self-poHmation is there- 
fore easy. Nectar is secreted in a flat layer on top of the ovary and 
immediately below the stigmas. Later the stamens spread towards 
the outside of the flower. 
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GUELDER ROSE 
Viburnum opulus L. ( x |) 
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A shrub or very small tree with attractive Hydrangca-like flowers 
arranged in a terminal umbel-hke cluster (cyme); the outer flowers 
(A, X U) are sterile and white, and serve to attract insects; garden 
forms often have all the flowers so transformed; the short leafy 
flowering shoots have brown bud-scales at the base; leaves oppo- 
site, rounded in outline but divided nearly to the middle into 3 or 
rarely 5 coarsely toothed and pointed lobes; principal nerves as 
many as the lobes and radiating from the base; leaf-stalks with a 
pair of •sessile glands at the top (B, \ J), and towards the base 



about 2 pairs of very nariow outgrowths, but no stipules ; flowers 
(C, V J J; white, scented like hawthorn, sepals tD, \ J) 5, very 
small, above the ovar> (ovary inferior), corolla (B, x2) short and 
5-lobed; stamens 5, inscited at ilie base of the corolla-tube, the 
anthers facing inwards (mtiorse); ovaiy 1-locular and containing 
1 ovule; fruit a small 1 -seeded berry (F, x-J) (G, shows low'er side 
of leaf) (family Caprifoliaccav), 

I 'ibuniwn is a large genus and vciy widely distributed, with 
numerous species in eastern Asia, especially Cliinh, many of which 
are grown in our gardens. V. opulus flowers in early summer and 
ranges across Europe into Asiatic Russia and into the Arctic re- 
gions. Pollination is cither by the agency of bees and other insects, 
or seif-pollination may take place. 
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101 HONEYSUCKLE, WOODBINE 

Lonicera periclymcnum L. ( x J) 

Probably our most lovely climbing shrub, with deliciously sweet- 
scented flowers. These exhibit most interesting features concerned 
with cross-poll ination. The flower-buds (A) are at hrst vertical, 
and the anthers open within them between 6 and 7 p.m., the stigma 
becoming receptive at the same time; but it is placed higher than 
the anthers, so automatic self-pollination cannot normally take 
place (B, X 1). The fust flowers open about 7 p.m. The lower 
lip of the corolla separates first and the anthers stick out, the 
stigma still being held by the hook-like upper lip. The corolla 
now moves from the vertical to the horizontal and the st>le is re- 
leased and curves down as far as the lower lip and well below the 
anthers (C). At the same lime a strong odour is exhaled, which is 
faint during the day. Hover flies now settle on the anthers and 
devour the pollen, and they may effect pollination by alighting on 
the stigma. Haw'k-molhs then probe for ncctai, which is at the 
base of the corolla-tube. On the following morning if insects have 
been there, the antlici s arc destitute of pollen, and have exchanged 
position with the style t D), the latter being in place between 7 and 
8 p.m., when a fresh batch ol flowers opens. The stigma now 
dominates the cntiance to the llow'cr and a visiting hawk-moth is 
sure to touch ir with its body, probably already well dusted with 
pollen from another flower. During the process (here is also a 
very interesting and indeed remarkable change in colour of the 
corolla. Originally white inside and red outside, it becomes yellov/ 
after pollination, and the newly opened flowers present a fresh 
attraction to hawk-moths, drawn fiom a distance by the fiagrance 
of the flowers, \\/hcn near, by the conspicuous collection of them 
(inflorescence), and when quite close, by the more clearly visible 
newly opened white flowers eventually the succcssl'ully fertilized 
flowers become a dirty orange bi(»wn and gradually lose their 
scent altogether. Humble-bees sometimes visit honeysuckle, but 
find it difficult to reach the nectar, and they are not supposed to 
have had any influence in dcvcli^ping the special characters of the 
flower. 

The leaves are opposite and not toothed (entire) and there are 
no stipules, though there is a connecting line between their bases. 
The calyx is glandular and on top of the ovary (ovary infcnor) 
(E, X 5), and the corolla is 2-lipped, the upper lip of 4 united lobes, 
the lower «>f a single lobe. The red berries are crowded into a 
cluster (T, / Ij (family Caprifohaceae), 
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Id2 TWIN-FLOWER 

Litviaea borealis L. (A, X 1) 

An evergreen shrublet; branches thinly and softly hairy; leaves 
opposite, rounded-ovate, with a few teeth and usually a few 

St iff hairs on the 
margin, averaging 
about i in. Jong 
and broad, stalks 
fringed with hairs; 
flowers drooping, 
fragrant, in pairs, 
each flower- 
stalk with a 
pair of oblong 
bracteoles to- 
wards the top; 
calyx (B, D, \2) 
of 5 narrow lobes 
on top of the 
ovaiiy, thinly 
Jiairy: corolla (1:, 
\ 3) pale pmk or 
white, about V in. 
long, 5-lobed, 
lobes ovate- 
rounded ; stamens 
(h, /2\) 4, in- 
sorted near the 
base of the corol- 
la-tube, antheis 
attached in the 
middle, ovary (C, 
>2) inlciior, 3- 
locular fCi, x5), 
hairy and glandular; fruit like a berry, 1-seeJcd; seed (H, x4) 
with small embryo (family Capri foliaccac). 

In Britain found only in pine-w'oods in the mountains of north- 
ern England and central and eastern Scotland, but widely dis- 
tributed in northern latitudes and in the mountains of southern 
Europe. Students should remove their hats when they lind this 
lovely plant, for the genus commemorates the name of the most 
beloved naturalist of all time, that of Carl Linmeu^, of Sweden, 
known as the Father of Modern Botany. 
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IVY 

Hcdera helix L. { X 
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Woody evergreen shrub or creeping on the ground or climbing up 
trees or walls to a considerable height by means of sucker-like out- 
growths; leaves alter- 

nate, thick, evergreen 
and shining, those 
lobed prominently 

nerved, those of 

ihc flowering shoots 
less lobed and o\ate 
elliptic to obovate and 
sometimes broadly 
notched; petioles very 
variable in length; 

flowering bianches 
shoit. from the mam 
climbing stern, ciidiiig 
111 an umbel of yellow- 
ish green flowers (A, 

B, xU); calyx 
short, saucer-like, 
toothed; petals 
(C, xl]) 4, free, not 
overlapping in bud; 
stamens 4, alternate 
with petals; ovary half- 
below the calyx, 3-Iocu- 
lai ; berry (D, 1 1) de- 

pressed-glohose; seeds 
2-5, with very small embryo and the seed-coat intruding into the 
abundant endosperm; flowers in late autumn, fruits lasting until 
spring and eaten by pigeons (E, vertical section of seed, xU; 
F, cross-section of fruit, > H) (family Anihaccue), 

In this country the ivy is one of the latest plants to flower. In- 
sects effect cross-pollination by crawling about amongst the 
flowers conveniently ariangcd in umbels, an abundance of nectar 
being secreted in a yellowish giecn disk. After..thc anthers have 
released their pollen they quickly drop oft', and the stigma be- 
comes receptive to pollen from other younger flowers, the disk 
secreting nectar more actively. If self-pollination takes place it is 
said to be ineffective, for in Sweden it failed to set seed when 
gro^n m a gieenhousc, probably owing to the atjgence of insects. 
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BOX 

Buxtis sempervirens L. ( X I ) 


Evergreen shrub or small tree up to 30 ft. high with very hard 
wood; stem up to 3 ft. diam.; >oung branchlets pubescent with 
short whitish hairs ; leaves (A, n J ) opposite, obovate to oblanceo- 
late or elliptic, narrowed to the shortly stalked base, more or less 
notched at the apex, in. long (usually about 1 in.) entire, 
leathery, shining above, with numerous but rather obscure lateral 
nerv’es; no stipules; flowers white, unisexual, axillaiy, the males 
(B, x2) and females (C, ''^2) clustered in the same leaf-axils; 
sepals 4; no petals; stamens 4 in the male flowers; st>les 3 in the 
female flow'ers; ovary 3-locular (D, E, v2), with 3 dwergent 
tonguc-like stigmas; fiiiit (1% xli) a 3-!ocuIar capsule, sessile, 
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ovoid, about 1 in, long, with 3 divergent beaks, seeds ((.j, M, ' U 
2 in each loculus, black and shining Hamily Luxact^ac). 

Confined to chalky and limestone l^cwns in southern England, 
flowering in spting; much planted and naturalized in othet places, 
often used as an edging to garden paths; distributed lu western 
Europe and the Meditci lanean region, far cast as the Caucasus 
and northern Persia. 

The wood is very hard with a very fine grain, and has been com- 
pared with ivorv. It is unrivalled for wood cnguivine turnei y, and 
for making drawing instiiimenis; all paits of the plant are bitter, 
and have caused poisoning in pigs and hoiscs. 

The genus Biixus has been classified in various families, usually 
as a member of the Luphorhia family, Euphoihiuc>Ata\ but it is now 
generally regarded as distinct and placed near to the Witch Hazel 
f amily , HumameUdaceac. 
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ASPEN 

f*opnIus tremiila L. ( > i) 
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An erect tree up to 80 ft. high, the leaves of which are rarely 
still, shaking or *tremhling’ in the slightest disturbance of air, 
due to the very slender 
compressed lea f-st a I ks 
and wide almost or- 
bicular blade; older 
branchlcts lough with 
the knobs of the old 
Icaf-scais, with shining 
bark; leaves 2-3 in 
wide, piommcntly 3- 
nerved from the base, 
hnely reticulate; 
llowcrs unisexual, the 
males aiivi fcinnics on 
separate ticcs (dioe- 
cious); male calkins 
(A, \) enclose'! ni 

bud b> shining siuAy 
scales, about 3 in. 
long; bracts (Fi, * 10 
deeply incised and 
fiinged v.ilh long bans; 
stamens abmn 8-10, mscited on an obo\atc fat scvilc; female 
catkins and bracts tC, 1 0 vci\ similar to the male; ovary in- 
serted on a lleshv obo\<r«d Misk'; st>lc short, 2-lobed (family 
Saliciurac). 

Til is tine tree widcl.x distributed through Em ope, northern 
Africa, Asia Minor, the Caucasus, and into Siberia. It covers ex- 
tensive tiacts in Scandinavia, Russia, and Siberia. In Britain ii is 
most abundant in the Highlands of Scotland, where it ascends to 
the limit of ircc-gtowih. 1 he tree is short-lived, however, and is 
one of the most bcaiitiful in northern latitudes on account of the 
splendid red and yellow tints assumed by the leaves in the autumn, 
though such c(douis aie raielv seen lu this count! y The wood is 
soft, and is largely used in Svseden for making matches and for 
wood-pulp in the manufacture of paj’‘er. 
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GREY POPLAR 
Populus canescens Smith 


Tree up to 100 ft. or more, trunk to 15 ft. in circumference; bark 
thin, grey, breaking into small roughened dark-coloured cavities, 

making it deeply furrow- 






1 




^'.■K 


rj / 1 ed; young branchlets 
fvj ^covered with dense whitish 
hairs; buds ovoid, shortly 
^ tomentosc; leaves on the 

^ long shoots covered below 
with a thick gre>ish felt of 
hairs, on the short shoots 
glabrous or with traces of 
hairs; all more or less 
i ovale or suborbicular, 2- 

'v^v \ ’ 24 in. diam., coarsely and 




/V i ' y 1 ’ -24 in. diam., coarsely and 

bluntly toothed but teeth 
few; stalks nearly as long 
the blade, compressed 
/Y I MVX^ laterally; flow’eis uni- 

V ''T" i sexual, dioettous (male 

tA'SW f female on 

CL '' diffcicnt trees), in pendu- 
k^kAdJi ^ ' 4' Stalked catkins up to 

M 4 stamens (B, 

ymi i'L * 1 yt I \ 'A ^ ^ 

\\\':^ 'it |» obovate; female catkins 

' A M' ^ ‘'"f much shorter, but elon- 

^ ^ W '5 'JO^' gating in fruit to 4 in. 

long, o\ary (D, ^ 2) gla- 
brous, with spreading shoitK divided stigmas; capsule 2-valvcd 
(family SaUcacvac). 

Considered to be a native species in the south-eastern counties 
and planted elsewhere; male trees much more common than the 
female; also found wild in I ranee, Belgium, and Holland; w'ood 
light and very strong. By old authors this tree is referred to as the 
White Poplar, Popiiius alha L , a native of south Europe and the 
Mediterranean region east to the Himalayas and Tibet; P, alha i.s 
much less common in Britain than P. cancscens 
The genus Popidus is closely related to the Willow genus Salix. 
In Populi4s, however, the flowers are wind-pollinated (anemo- 
philous), whilst in Salix they are in.sect-pollinated (entomo- 
philous); in consequence hybrids arc more numerous in Salix. 



BAY WILLOW 107 

Salix pentandta L. ( x^) 

A tree up to 40 ft., but usually a large shrub; branchlcts dark 
brown, shining; winter-buds sharply keeled, shining; leaves frag- 
rant when bruised, ellip- 
tic, sharply pointed (acu- 
minate), about 4 in. long 
and in. broad, not 
hairy (glabrous), closely 
and bluntly toothed, with 
about 10 pairs of lateral 
nerves much branched to- 
wards the margin; stalks 
short, clothed with a few 
large glands; stipules re- 
presented by one or two 
large glands; catkins ap- 
pearing with or just after 
the leaves, terminating 
short leafy shoots; males 
(A, x^) about li in. long; 
scales (B, x3) conspicu- 
ous, pubescent in the 
lowei half; stamens (C, 

'4) usually about 5, with 
hairy filaments; glandular 
scale large and fleshy; fe- 
male (D, 0 catkins nar- 

rower than the male, the 
scales (E, x2) covered wjih long silky hairs; ovary stalked (stipi- 
tate), glabrous, the style shortly divided into two arms; gland 
rounded and fleshy : capsules stalked, glabrous (family Salicaceac). 

This is a handsome tree, and the fragrant flowers have an odour 
similar to that of the Bay Lauiel {iMurus nohilis). The leaves ex- 
hale the same sccni when bruised. On river-banks and in marshy 
places, ranging east as far as Kamchatka. 

About 20 species of SalU arc found w'lld in Britain and they 
hybridize very readily which sometimes makes their exact deter- 
mination difficult. In the latest rfora (see p. \iv>- three keys are 
provided, one based on male plants, one on female plants, and 
the third on plants with mature leaves. Even with the use of these 
a specialist may have to be applied to for a more critical deter- 
minalipn. 
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108 ALMOND-LEAVED WILLOW 

Salix tnandra L. ( x -J) 

Tree 20-30 ft. high; branchlets purplish or purplish brown, 
slightly hairy when young; stipules (A, x 1) large and leaf-like, 

obliquely rounded-ovate, 
slightly cordate at the 
base, about \ in. wide; 
leaves produced just after 
ihc llowcrs, when mature 
green and shining above, 
paler or glaucous below, 
obJong-lanceolatc, acute 
al the apex, about 1\ in. 
long and J in, broad, 
closely serrulate, glab- 
rous, with numerous la- 
teral nerves; Ical-stailcs \ 
in. long; male catkins (B. 
> i) 1| in long, pi educed 
on numerous very shoit 
lateral slioitls and form- 
ing a long narrow oblong 
‘spray \ each calkin v.ith 
2 or 3 very >oung leaves 
at the base; stamens (C, 
' 2) 3, with a Tounded 
club-shaped gland at the 
ba&c; female catkins ter- 
minating short leafy 
branchlets, about l.[ in. 
long, with conspicuous narrow bracts rounded at the lip* gland 
wedge-shaped; ovary (tj, '2) stalked, with 2 spreading stigmas; 
fruiting catkins (D, \t) about 2 in. long (ramily Sahcaccac). 

Grow’s by the sides of streams and in wet woods and osier 
grounds, common and generally distributed in England and Eire; 
rarer in Scotland. 

The stipules in this species are quite a prominent feature, being 
especially conspicuous on the non-flowcnng shoots. 

It has a wide range in dislnbution, extending as far as 
Japan, south to Persia and into Algeria in north Africa. 
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GREAT SALLOW WILLOW 109 

Salix caprea L. ( x |) 

Tall shrub or bushy tree; winter buds (A, x }) ovoid, with brown 
leathery smooth scales; leaves (B, x |) broadly elliptic or obovate- 
elliptic, shortly pointed 
at the apex, base round- 
ed to acute, rather 
wrinkled and irregu- 
larly crenate on ilie 
margin, cottony-hmiy 
below; stipules leafv, 
u^'ually soon lalling; 
catkins very silky, the 
males (C, <1) a little 
longer and thicker than 
the females (D, 
about 1 in. long; basal 
bijcts densel> silky; 
male floral bracts {\\ 

I.!) with a fringe of 
long hairs at I he top, 
stamens 2; antheis 
long-exscrtcd from the 
bracts, female catkins 
about 2 m. long in fruit ; 
bracts much nai lower 
than m the male, with 
a small scale between 
the ovary stalk and the 
axis; ovary and style 
hairy (F, \2); fruits (G, about I m. long, silky, stalked; 

seeds (H, x3) narrow, with a fringe of long hairs from the base 
(family Suhcaccae). 

This Willow' IS rather variable and w'ldely distributed, and there 
are several named ^ aiiclics. It is common in all parts of our coun- 
try, growing in woods and copses and in waste places. It is the 
only willow which commonly grows from seed, and in some places 
IS almost a forest weed It makes good fences, and sheep-hurdles 
made of it are said to last longei than those made of hazel. As it 
IS so readily propagated by cuttings, it is useful for planting to 
hold the soil on river banks. 
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OSIER 

Salix viminaHs L. ( X f) 


A shrub or small tree up to 30 ft., with long slender branches min- 
utely hairy; leaves produced alter flowcnng, linear to very nar- 



rowly linear 

lanceolate, nar- 
low at the base, 
very acutely 
acuminate, 
glabrous above, 
softly silvery 
silky below, 
with vei7 short 
hairs, with nu- 
merous arched 
lateral nerves; 
stipules linear, 
sub-persistenl, 
winter catkin- 
b#ids (A, 'U) 
ovoid, i in. 
long, covered 
with a rather 
thin shining 
scale: male 

catkins (B, x i) 
sessile. With or 
without a few 
\ery young 
leaves at the 
base, and with 
scattered short 
shoots here and 
there betw’een 
them, about 1 


in. long; bracts (C, \3) narrowly ovate, long-ciliatc; scale rod- 


like; stamens 2; anthers on long lilamcnts; female catkins (D, 


X -J) sessile, with no leaves developed at floweiing time, about 1 in. 


long; bracts densely silky with long hairs; female flowers (E, x 3 ) 
stalked w'ilhin the bract (family Salicaceae). 

This is the true Osier extensively cultivated for its long pliant 
shoots, which are longer than those of any other native species 
and are the best for basket-making. 
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WHITE WILLOW 
Salix albal^A 


111 


A fairly large tree, silvery in colour because of the dense silky hairs 
on the lower surface of the leaves; young twigs green, purplish or 


bright yellow; flowers 
developed with the 
leaves on short leafy 
softly hairy shoots; 
axillary buds of the 
mature leafy shoots 
narrow and silky hairy; 
matures leaves (A, a ,1) 
shortly stalked, narro^'ly 
lanceolate, acute at both 
ends and tapered to a 
slender point at t he apex, 
usually about 4 in. long 
and at most 1 m. broad, 
finely toofhed on the 
margin, soon becoming 
glabrous or nearly so 
above, closely silky hairy 
below and nearly white: 
male catkins (B, xj) 
stalked, about 1 i in. 
long; floral bracts {(\ 
2) elliptic, fringed 
with bans; stamens 2, 
with a pair of glands at 



the base; female catkins (D, i i vci y slender and loosely flower- 


ed; ovary (F, \2) glabious, with a ^e^y short bifid style, and a 
llcshy gland at the base; capsule glabrous (family Salicaceae). 
This Willow is Widely spread through central and southern 


Europe, south to Algeria and Morocco, and eastwards to western 
and northern Asia. In Britain it is supposed to be native from 


Sutherland southwards, and it is found m Lire. 

It is a tree up to 90 ft. high and with a stem as much as 20 ft. 
ill circumference. The w'ood is tough and valuable, but the best 
cricket-bats are made from that of 5. ccicruka, formerly consider- 


ed to be a variety of S. alba. 

The bark is deeply fissured, greyish, and does not peel off so 
readily as that of many other willows. 
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112 CRACK WILLOW 

Salix fra^ilis L. (xj) 

A bushy tree differing in aspect from S. alba (fig. 1 1 1) in its green 
and glabrous (not white and hairy) leaves; young twigs brown 

or purplish, 
slightly hairy 
towards the 
lips ; flowers 
developed with 
the leaves on 
short leafy 
shoots: axil- 
laiy buds (A, 
V 1) of the 
mature leafy 
shoots narrow- 
ly ovoid, keel- 
ed, hany at 
the tip; ma^ 
tut^ leaves on 
fa Illy long 
stalks, broadly 
oblong, taper- 
pointed, rather 
coarsely tooth- 
ed on the nr,ar- 
giiis, glabrous 
on bo 111 sur- 
faces,vcrytinc- 
ly reticulate 
below, with 
numerous lat- 
eral nerves; 
male catkins 

(B) stalked, slendci, about 2 in. long; male flowers (C\ 3) with 

oblong-clliptic silky-hairy biacts; stamens 2, with 2 uncqual-sized 
glands (D, x6) at the base; female catkins (F, \) 2b-3 m. long, 

very slender and loosely flowered; bracts nariow', pubescent; 
ovai 7 (F, X 3) stalked, very slender, and with a slender style, glab- 
rous, capsules stalked, tapered to the apex (G, gland of female) 
(family Salicaceac). 

This IS a tree up to 70 ft high, with the bark rough, strongly 
ridged and divicjed into broad deep fissures. 
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EARED WILLOW 
SuUx aurita L. ( X J) 


113 


A bushy shrub, with short twiggy branchlcts knotted with the 
prominent leaf-scars of previous seasons; leaves developed after 


the flowers, 
elliptic, more 
or less round- 
ed at each end, 
wrinkled (bul- 
late) above, 
shortly tooth- 
ed, densely 
covered below 
with soft short 
hairs; stipules 
large and 
leafy; catkins 
How Cl ing be- 
fore the leaves, 
sessile on the 
shoots and 
with a few 
densely silk>- 
hairy brads at 
the base, .} 1 
in. long; lloral 
biacts very 
silky hairy (C, 
4), each en- 
closing a stalk- 
ed bottle-shap- 
ed gland (D, 
V 1) and a 
pair of sta- 
mens; female 



flowers (1-, \2\) stalked; ovary shoitly hairy, ending in a short 
2-lobcd style; the two halves of the cav^sule (1*, x 3) diverging and 
recurving, leleasing the tiny seeds (G, 5) bearing a basal tuft of 

long fine silky hairs (A, male, B, female catkins) (family Salt- 


caccae). 


In moist woods and bushy places on damp heaths, flow^ering in 
early spring; widely distributed into Asiatic Russia, from the 
Mediterranean to the Arctic. 


15 '^ 
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GREY WILLOW 
Saiix atrocinerea Brot. (x^) 


A much branched shrub or small tree; leaves developed after 
the catkins, oblanceolate to obovate, triangular at the base and 



apex, co\ered 
on both sur- 
faces with vei7 
short soft 
hairs, not 
toothed or very 
minutely so; 
stipules kid- 
ney-shaped, 
soon falling 
off; male cat- 
kins (A, x-J) 
on shoU stalks 
with a few 
small partially 
developed 
lca\es at the 
base, the males 
about 1-1 J in., 
the females (B, 
: } ) about the 
same length 
when in flower 
but elongating 
to 2 in. long in 
fiuil (C, >i). 
With small 
silky leaves to- 
wards the base; 
male flow'ers 
(1), x2J)with 
a nai rowly 


elliptic bract, 2 stamens, and a thick fleshy botllc-shaped gland 
(E, XlO); female flowers (F, k2\) stalked within the bract, with 
a very small gland at the base (G, x 5j; ovary shortly hairy; fruits 
(H, x2) with recurved halves, silky-pubescent: seeds with a coma 
of pure white hairs (J, x4) (family Sa/icaceae). 

Like many other species of willow, this grows where therp is 
plenty of moisture in the soil. The wood was formerly used for 
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CREEPINO or DWARF WILLOW 
Saiix repens L. ( xi) 


Its 


A low straggling shrublet with decumbent branches, these rooting 
at the lower nodes, minutely hairy in the upper parts : winter-bods 
covered with smooth leathery scales; mature leaves (A, x i) ellip- 
tic, about 1 in. long, becoming glabrous above, remaining grey- 
silky below with appressed hairs; male catkins (B, x J) about i in. 
long, at flowering time with a few partially developed silky leaves 
at the base (sub-precocious); male flowers with a flask-shaped 



scale at the base (C\ x 5); bract elliptic, fringed with long hairs; 
stamens 2; anthers on Jong slender filaments; female catkins (D, 
' 1) also sub-precocious (see abo\e), shorter when in young 
flower than the male, about 1 in. long m frint; o\aries (E, x2i) 
pubescent; fruits (F, x3, G, x li) splitting into 2 recurved halves; 
seeds (H, >.6) with a fringe of long delicate hairs (family Sali- 
caccac). 

This is the smallest and dwarfest British species of willow and 
grows on heaths, moors, and in sandy places, flowering m spring; 
widely distributed in the Arctic regions of the Old World, extend- 
ing into Asiatic Russia, 

Saiix Qtrocinerea icontd,) : — 

charcoal in the manufacture of gunpowdei . 

For a long time this species was known Saiix cinerea. Then 
it was shown that the British shrub was diflferent from the Grey 
Sallow that is widely distributed on the continent of Europe, from 
Franejp and Germany eastwards. Our shrub is the same as that 
which grows in western France, Portugal, and Spain. 
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BOG-MYRTLE 

Myrica gale L. (flowering and leafy shoots xi) 


Small shrub up to 3 ft. in boggy acid soils; stems purplish; leaves 
produced after flowering, oblanceolale, toothed (serrate), gland- 
dotted below (A, xj) and aromatic when bruised; male and 
female flowers on separate plants (dioecious) produced before the 
leaves in early spring; male spikes (B, x j) calkin-like but stifl’ 
up to ii in, long; bracts broad/acuminaic, below the stamens 
(C, x4) (no sepals and petals); lilaments very short; anthers 2- 
locular; female spikes (D, () short and ellipsoid, each flower 

(E, x4) with an ovale bract, two scalc-likc sepals, and a sessile 



ovary with two styles and one erect ovule; fruit (G, x3) small, 
winged (F, vertical section of female flower; <2\) (family A/m- 
caccac^. 

The pollen is discharged from the anthers and falls on the scales 
of the spike and is blown away in clouds by the wind. A remark- 
able feature about the Bog-M>rtle is that plants which bear 
flowers of one sex during one season may change to the other sex 
the next year. 

It IS only locally a common plant, and is found in lowland peat 
bogs and on wet pfaly slopes in various parts of the country. 
Near London it is very abundant on Bagshot Heath. 
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SILVER BIRCH 117, 

Betula pendula Rolh. (A, leafy fruiting shoot, x |) 


A graceful tree with silvery- white papery bark; smaller branches 
pendulous; young branchlets glabrous except for scattered minute 
glands; leaves broadly triangular in outline, broadly wedge- 
shaped at the base, acutely acuminate at the apex, distinctly lobu- 
late and the lobules toothed, with scattered glands on the upper 
surface when young; male catkins up to about 2 in* long, pendu- 
lous; female catkins about 1} in. long and J in. thick, very shortly 
and sparingly pubescent; scales (B, 3) 3-lobed, the lateral lobes 

longer than broad and larger than the middle one, glabrous except 



for shoi t hairs on the margins; fruits ('seeds') (C, 3) with broad 

ascending membranous wings 

Bed Birch, Betuia puhes^ens Ehrh. (D, Xp; similar to the 
above but young and two-year-old shoots densely covered with 
short soft hairs, more ovate and not lobulate leaves more or less 
simply toothed and moie or less hairy below, especially in the 
axils of the nerves; rather narrower female catkins, the scales 
(H, X 3) more equally 3-lobed with the lateral lobes about as long 
as broad, and the fruit (F, x3) with more horizontally spreading 
wings with a tuft of hairs at the top of the fruit-body. 

These two Birches were formerly regarded a^onc rather variable 
species and called Betula alha Linn. Hybrfts between them are 
common. Birches provide valuable timber and birch brooms; 
wood used principally for furniture, utensils, clogs, etc. (family 
BetUfaceac), 
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JH8 ALDER 

Alms gicuinosa Gaertn. ( x p 

Moderate-sized tree with dark foliage, flowering in early spring 
before the leaves, the calkins formed in the previous autumn; 

leaves obovate, round- 
ed to wedge-shaped at 
the base, rounded or 
VN'idely notched at the 
top and irregularly 
toothed in the upper 
part ; lateral nerves 
straight, pronii nent, 

with tufts of hairs in 
their axils; stipules 
large, soon falling off; 
flowers unisexual (mo- 
noecious); male catkins 
(A, I) few in a cluster 
and pendulous in flow- 
er, with broad nearly 
sessile scale*, each male 
with 12 stamens; female 
catkins (B, x?) separ- 
ate from the male, veiy 
short and ellipsoid, 
with the styles protrud- 
ing; old fruiting calkins 
(C, with loose 

open scales like a small 
flr cone; nuts small and 
seed-like, not winged; the pollen is carried by the wind (family 
Betidaceae), 

The timber of the Alder is used for making artificial limbs, 
brush-backs, general turnery, toys, etc. The tree is very widely 
spread through nearly all Europe, Siberia, western Asia, and in 
Algeria and Morocco. It grows in wet woods, borders of streams 
and low-lying wet fields. The behaviour of the seeds is interesting. 
These are shaken out of the "cones' by the wind during autumn 
and winter, and their shells have air-tighi cavities which enable 
them to float in wate^J and they secrete an oil which protects them 
from wet. If they fall in water, they float undamaged during win- 
ter, germinating in spring, the young seedlings at length drifting 
to the banks where they establish themselves. ^ 
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HAZEL-NUT 119 

Cory/us avel/ana L. 

Shrub 6r small much-branched tree; young shoots (A, xj;) 
clothed with gland- tipped hairs; leaves more or less orbicular, 
widely cordate, shortly acuminate, coarsely and doubly toothed 
with several prominent lateral nerves; stipules lanceolate; flowers 
unisexual (monoecious), males very numerous in pendulous cat- 
kins (B, X 1), females (D, x J) in a sessile scaly cluster, and with 



protruding red stigmas ; scales of male calkins (C, x 3^) each with 
two adherent scales within bearing the stamens (about 8); female 
flowers (E, .s3i) 2 within each scale; ovary small with two long 
styles: fruits (F, x *) solitary or clustered on a stalk, each hard 
nut partly enclosed by a leafy jagged involucre; the edible portion 
IS the embryo, which enlarges to fill the nut when ripe; flowers in 
early spring before the leaves (family Corylacedv). 

The shoots of the hazel are used for making walking-sticks, 
hurdles, crates, etc., and living specimens are bent or partially cut 
and interlaced for fencing. The slender one-year-old shoots that 
spring tip from the roots are quite useful for baske^making. 
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HORNBEAM 
Carpiuus betulus L. ( X }) 


A tree up to 90 ft high, with a maximum girth of 12 ft.: bark 
smooth, thin, grey; leaves deciduous, elliptic, rounded at the base, 
pointed at the top, about 3 in. long and J \ in. broad, doubly 
serrate on the margin, upper surface dark green, glabrous or 
nearly so, pale green below with oppressed hairs on the nerves and 
with tufts of hairs in the axils of the 10-15 pairs of parallel lateral 
nerves (A, >1); stalk in. long; stipules (C, \2) lanceolate, \ 
in. long, falling off very early; flow'ers appearing with the young 
leaves, unisexual, the males in pendulous catkins (B, ;<i) about 
li in. long arising from buds produced near the ends of the lateral 
branches of the previous year; scales (D, x2l) rounded-ovate, 
acute; no petals; stamens 12-20, each of the sepaiated yellow 
anlher-loculi tipped w^ith a cluster of long hairs (H, x4): female 
flowers (F, x 4) in loose catkins at the top of the young branchlcls, 
about 1 in. long, with ovate ciliatc scales: each flower subtended 
by a small bract and 2 minute bractcoles; ovary 2-locuIar, rimmed 
by a minute calyx and N\ith 2 elongated styles; loculi with 1 ovule; 
fruits (G, '< 1) in pendulous ‘cones’ up to 3 m. made up of over- 
lapping leafy enlarged bracts and bractcoles each with a nutlet 
(fruit) at the base; nutlet ovoid, in. long, ribbed, glabrous, 
topped by the 6-lobed calyx with the style m the middle; seed fill- 
mg the cavity, without endosperm (family Corylaccae). 

The Hornbealij is probably native in the south of England, and 
IS common especially in Essex and Kent, providing good autumn 
colour: formerly it was the chief tiee in the ancient forests which 
existed to the north and cast of London. It is widely distributed in 
Europe and extends east to the Caucasus and Persia. 

The wood is the hardest, fieavicst, and toughest of our native 
trees, though little used in Britain except for fuel. It bums slowly 
with a bi iglit flame and gives out a good heal. As it decays quickly 
when exposed to moisture, it is unsuitable for outside work, and 
it will not take creosote. 

Under cultivation the ITornbeam has developed varieties; in 
var. incisa the leaves have largei sharply seriated teeth; in vai. 
quercifolici the leaves arc smaller and iricgularly and deeply cut 
or lobed. 

Very large trees are found in Biilain, some with a girth of stem 
of as much as 12 ft. 
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BEECH 

Fagtis sylvatica L. ( x 


Large tree with thick smooth trunk and large dense crown ; winter 
buds (A, x|) with numerous brown scales; leaves deciduous, ap- 
pearing with the flowers early in May, ovate-elliptic, acute at the 
apex, with several straight lateral nerves and slightly toothed, soft 
and silky when young, glabrous or nearly so when older; lateral 
nerves with tufts of hairs in their axils; stalk short; flowers uni- 
sexual (monoecious), the males (B, xi) in globular pendulous 
stalked clusters appearing with the young leaves; female clusters 
on a short erect stalk; bud-scales falling off eaily; calyx of the 



male deeply 4~6-lobed, covered with long silky hairs; no petals; 
stamens (C, x'2)aboul8, onrather Jong slender filaments; anthers 
oblong, rather large: ovary of the female flower 3-Iocular, with 
2 pendulous ovules in each division; styles 3; fruits enclosed m a 
hard bristly involucre (D, x splitting low down into 4 divisions 
and containing 2-3 sharply 3-angular nuts (E, " crowned by 
the small narrow sepals and style (family Fagaceac). 

This IS one of the largest and most important of our native trees. 
It occurs as far east as the Caucasus and north to southern Scan- 
dinavia. In Britain it is common in chalky districts such as the 
North and South Downs and the ChiJterns, where there are local 
industries using the valuable timber for chair-manufacture, tool 
handles, etc., and it provides excellent firewood. The nuts are a 
favourite food for pigs. 


168 



PEDUNCULATE OAK and SESSILE OAK 122 
Quercus robur L. and Quetcus petraea (Matt.) Liebl. ( xf) 

There arc two native species of oak in Britain, and they are so 
similar to each other that they were fonnerly often regained as 
varieties or forms of one 
species; there arc rather 
good differences, how- 
ever, the pedunculate 
oak, Quercus robur L. 

(synonym Quercus pe^ 
dunculata Ehrhart), hav- 
ing very shortly stalked 
leaves which are car- 
shaped (auriculate) at 
the base, and are quite 
glabrous beneath, w'hilst 
the acorns are boinc on 
a slender common stalk 
(peduncle); in the sessile 
oak, Quercus petraea 
(Matt.) Liebl. (synonym 
Quercus sessililiora 
Salisb.), the leaves have 
fairly long stalks, arc 
wedge-shaped at the 
base, hairy beneath (es- 
pecially between midrib 
and nerves), and the 
acorns are sessile on the 
branch or borne on a very short stalk ^family Fagaceae). 

Most people can reu)gni7e an oak tree, and the above descrip- 
tion IS probably suthcient. The pedunculate oak is more naturally 
adapted to a wettish soil, and is essentially a tree of the plains and 
low hilK in northern latitudes, and is found wild m the greater 
part of Europe, Asia Minor, and the Caucasus; the sessile oak is 
not found in the plains, favours less wet places, and ascends quite 
high up the mountains - foi example, up to 5,?(X} ft. altitude in 
the P>Tenees. 

The flowers are unisexual and produced in spring as the leaves 
unfold. The uses to which these tine trees can be put are legion, 
and they have played an important part in the history of our race, 
for shipbuilding and constructional work of all kinds, besides be- 
ing good firewood. 
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123 WYCH ELM 

Vlmus glahra Huds. 

A tree; mature leafy branchlets fA, x \) with purplish bark and 
marked with a few small brown lenticels, slightly hairy; mature 
leaves all with a small nearly glabrous bud in their axils, very 
unequal-sided at the base, elliptic or slightly obovate-elliptic, 
rather long-pointed (acuminate) at the apex, averaging about 
5J X 2i in., rather densely hairy in the axils of the main nerves 
below and in the fork towards the margin, otherwise very thinly 
hairy; lateral nerves about 15 pairs, most of them forked and 
forming a prominent Y 3 towards the margin; margin doubly and 



rather coarsely toothed (senate); leaf-stalk short and pubescent; 
stipules (B, X obiong-spathulate, about i in. long, soon failing 
off ; flowers (C, x 14) bisexual, appearing in early spring, arranged 
in clusters (D, and at tirst enclosed by broad usually deeply 
notched brown hairy bracts IE, xf); calyx (C) top-shaped, 5- 
lobed to about the middle, pale and thin, the lobes obovatc and 
flushed with crimson and fringed with short brown hairs on the 
margin; stamens 5; anthers (b, > 4) large, at first bright crimson, 
becoming purple alter opening and releasing the minute white 
pollen; ovary (G, ^ 1 U 2-locular, bright giccn, compress- 

ed, with pink stigmas; fruit (H, / 14) ihm and compressed, about 
i m. long; pollination by the wind, or failing that automatic self- 
poJlination; all the flowers of one cluster not open at the same 
time; the filaments grow out rapidly from the bud before tliey 
shed their pollen, which only escapes in dry weather (family 
Ulmaceae). « 
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WALL PELLTTORY 

Parietaria ramiflora Moench. (x|-) 
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Perennial herb with long pubescent stems, often erect the first 
year and afterwards spreading or procumbent, usually on old 
walls, and in waste, 
stony places, flowering 
the whole summer; 
leaves alternate, entire, 
oblanccolate to elliptic, 
with slender stalks., apex 
rather bluntly acumin- 
ate, usually with only 2 
pairs of lateral nerves, 
closely dotted on both 
sides with small cysto- 
liths (A, xlV): no 
stipules; floweis in 
small dense sessile ax- 
illary clusters surround- 
ed by a small involucre 
of a few bracts, bisexual 
(male and female) or 
unisexual (one sex): 
male and bisexual 
flowers (B, >'4) with 
a short 4-lobed calyx 
and 4 stamens oppo- 
site the lol'»cs, female 
(C, x4) flowers with a 
tubular shortly 4-Jobed 
calyx, which adhcics lo the sced-likc or niil-Jikc fruii (D, x3); 
seed (F, . 3) solitary with a lung embryo (family Urticaceae). 

A peculiarity of this plant is that some stigmas are red and 
others white. They protrude from the bud of the bisexual flowers 
whilst the calyx is sriJl shut up, and are shrivelled up before this 
opens and the antheis release their pollen. This is brought about 
by an explosive mechanism similar to that of the nettles. Their 
stalks arc incurved in bud, and when this opens they expand and 
spring out, scattering their pollen in a small clMid. Gardeners arc 
familiar with a related plant, the so-called Artillery plant (PUea 
muscosa Lindl.), the flowers of which burst open with little ex- 
plosions when syringed - 
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125 SMALL STINGING NETTLE 

Vrttca urens L { x J) 


Erect annual covered with stiff stinging hairs (A, a 15), leaves 
opposite^ ovate or elliptic, coarsely toothed, 3-ncrved from the 

base, flowers with- 
out petals, unisexual 
(monoecious), the 
males and females in- 
lermixed and arranged 
in loose axillary stalked 
or almost sessile clus- 
ters, male flowers (B, 
15) with 4 obovate 
sepals and opposite 
each a stamen which 
IS incur\ed m bud and 
springs outwaids and 
scatters the pollen 
when the flower opens , 
o\ar> rudimentaiy in 
the male ■flowers, fe- 
male flowers (C, 15) 

with 4 unequal-sized 
sepals, some with brist- 
ly hairs on the back, 
o\ary o\oid, with a 
sessile papillous stigma 
fruit (D, 12) a small 

nutlet containing a sin- 
gle erect seed , grow s mostl> in waste and cultiv ated places, often as 
agarden weed, but more easily destioyed than the common stinging 
nettle ( Uruca dtoica L ), which is a perennial w ith flowers in branch- 
ed spikes, and broader ovate stalked leaves (family Urucaceae) 
The smaller stinging nettle has been described and hgured here 
because everyone knows the ordinary kind Some, howevei, who 
have not the necessary botanical knowledge, mistake the two 
Dead Nettles for the common nettle because of the similaiity in 
their leaves One of these Dead Nettles, Lamiwn purpurcum^ is 
shown m Vol 2, fig 688, and the flowers are very different from 
those of the stinging nettle Lamium album L has larger, white 
flowers (Vol 2, lig 687) 
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STINGING NETTLE 
Urtica dioica L. (male plant x2|) 
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A strong-growing i^rennial with creeping rootstock; stems erect, 
2-3 ft. or more in rich soil or shade, covered all over with stinging 


bristly hairs (A, x3), 
4-angled; leaves oppo- 
site, stalked, the lower 
widely ovate and cordate 
at the base, pointed and 
coarsely toothed, the 
upper leaves gradually 
narrower and becoming 
lanceolate and less cor- 
date ; stipules narrow, 
about i in. long; flow- 
ers unisexual, usually on 
separate plants (dioeci- 
ous), clustered in axillary 
panicles up to as Jong as 
but usually much shorter 
than the leaves, vsepals of 
the male flower (B, \3) 
4, green, very small ; sta- 
mens 4; ovary (C, >x3) 
with a single tufted stig- 
ma; fruit (D, >.21; E, 
section, x 5) a flattened 



seed-like nutlet enclosed in the calyx (family Vrtkaccac). 

The common stinging nettle will be known to everyone, and it 


need only be touched by the hand to distinguish it from the some- 
what similar leaves of the White Dead Nettle shown in Vol. 2, 


fig. 687, when the difference will be at once apparent, for the latter 


docs not sting. 

The leaves of the larger stinging nettle are valuable as a source 
of chlorophyll, used in medicine, etc,, and the stems yield a v'cry 
tough fibre- 
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HOP 

Humulus J^pulus L. ( x^) 


Perennial herb with a thick branched rootstock; stems annual, 
twining to a considerable height over other plants and in hedges, 
very tough and rough ; leaves opposite, stalked, deeply and broad- 
ly heart-shaped at the base, the larger ones deeply 3--5-lobed and 
sharply toothed (serrate), the iloral leaves less divided or only 
toothed, rough to the touch (scabrid); stipules in pairs; flowers 
unisexual, dioecious, the males (A, a\) in loose panicles with 
small bracts, small and vellowish-green; sepals (B, x3) 5; petals 
none; stamens (C^, x 3) 5, the large anthers on very short filaments 



and opening by terminal pore-Jikc slits; female flowers in shortly 
stalked axdlaiy ovoid heads covered with gieen ovei lapping 
bracts (D, x 3 ), each bract with 2 sessile female llowers (h, < 8) in 
its axil; calyx much reduced and scalc-likc; ovary crowned by a 
pair of long styles free fiom the base; fruiting cone (F, -\) cover- 

ed with broad green or yellow bracts hiding the fruits, the scales 
covered with resinous glands at the base, as also the fruits (G, H) 
(family Cannabinaceac). 

The Hop plant is well known for its use in brewing, being widely 
cultivated in certain counties, such as Kent and Worcestershire; 
it is considered to be native from Yorkshire southwards, and is 
widely distributed in Europe and Asia. 

The stems of the hop always twine m one direction, i.e. to the 
right, termed dextrorse or clockwise. The Honeysuckle and twin- 
ing Polygonum do likewise. Other plants twine in the reverse 
direction (counter-clockwise), an example being the Scarlet 
Runner. 
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ROCK ROSE 128 

Helianthemum nummulanum (L.) Mill. ( X i) 

A low-spreading shrublet partial to limestone and chalky soils, 
with a short much-branched woody stem: branchlels produced 
annually up to a foot 
long, hairy; leaves 
opposite; shortly stalk- 
ed, oblong-lanccolatc 
to almost ovate, entire, 
green and glabrous or 
nearl> so above, hoary 
or white beneath and 
hairy with branched 
hails (A, x20); sti- 
pules (B, x^) lanceo- 
late, up to i in. long: 
flowers in a terminal 
raceme, usually only 
one or two out at a 
time, tlie stalks deflect- 
ed after flowering; se- 
pals 5, three larger 
(C, with promin- 
ent libs and two quite 
small; petals bright 
yellow' or rarely while, 
spreading, soon falling off; stamens (D, x5) numerous: ovary 
(E, a5) short, hairy, l-iocular with the ovules attached to the 
walls; style bent, rather long, with a head-like stigma; capsule 
(F, xlj) splitting into 3 valves with the seeds attached to the 
middle of each; (fi, cross-section of ovary, 8) (family Cistacoae). 

There is no nectar in the flowers of this species, but insects visit 
them to collect the pollen, of which a large quantity is pi oduced 
by the numerous stamens. These radiate away from the mature 
stigma, and cross-pollination is elfected by insects alighting in the 
middle of the flower and carrying pollen from other blossoms. If 
these fail, automatic self-pollination takes place through the 
floweis closing at night or during wet weather. 

When not in flower this species is easily dcte(^tcd because of the 
opposite stipulate entire leaves clothed with branched hairs. Such 
hairs are not very common amongst British plants, though they 
are very general in the Malva family {Malvaceae)^ and in some of 
the efrucifers (Cnicifirac). , 
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129 WHITE ROCK -ROSE 

HeUantkeinum poUJoIium Mill. ( x^) 

A low much-branched shrublet on limestone downs; older 
branches rough with the circular scars of the fallen leaves, the 
latter opposite, shortly stalked, oblong-oblanceolate, obtuse at 
the apex, about | in* long, covered with stellate hairs on both sur- 
faces, more densely so below, margins at length much rolled back; 
stipules linear, hairy; flowers in terminal racemes, white, stalked; 
sepals (A, x 1) 5, 3 larger and ovate, ribbed, 2 smaller and narrow; 



petals (B, X I) 5, broadly obovale; stamens (C\ x3) numerous, 
inserted below the ovai*>; ovary (D, x2) globose, 1-locular, with 
3 parietal placentas (E, x 2) and numerous ovules ; st^le short and 
thick; capsule 3-vaived, partly enclosed by the persistent sepals; 
seeds several, embryo curved amidst the endosperm (family 
Cistaceac). 

Found only on limestone downs and cliflTs in one or two south- 
ern counties; extends from west to central Europe. 

An interesting feature of the flowers of the Rock Roses is that 
they follow the sun, facing the south-east in the early morning, 
the sun at noon, and the souih-west in the afternoon ; veritable 
nature clocks. Like the Poppies, the flowers of these plants last 
only a day or two, when the petals fall off. 
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MEZEREON, SPURGE OLIVE, DWARF-BAY 130 
Daphne mezereum L, ( x^) 

One of our most lovely wild flowers and now very rare; one of the 
earliest shrublets to flower in woodlands as soon as frost and snow 
m January or February 
have gone or later if these 
persist; calyx petaloid, 
pink, one of the 4 lobes 
entirely embracing the 
others in bud (A, >2); 
in iJic open flower (B, 
x2) there are two outer 
and two inner lobes; sta- 
mens tC, X 4) 8, arranged 
in two rows in the tube, 

4 opposite the lobes at 
the mouth, the other 4 
alternating with the lobes 
and lower down in the 
tube; ovary (D, > 3) 

green and bottle-shaped, 
with a nearly sessile, 
slightly 2-lobed, fleshy, 
papillous stigma; ovule 
(E, \2) solitary, p)endu- 
Jous; ftuit (F, xlj a 
round red berry (family 
Th vmelacarcuc ) . 

Occurs all ovci Fuiopc 
through Asia Minor to 
Sibciia; poisonous like 
the next species (Daphne 
luurcola). 

1 he fragrant flowers 
attract such bees as aie 
abroad in the early part 
of the year. Nectar is secreted at the base of the ovary. In search- 
ing for it, the proboscis of an insect first brushes against the two 
rows of anthers without removing their pollfcn, and touches the 
stigma below them. When the proboscis is wetted with nectar, 
pollen adheres to it as it is withdrawn, and is transferred to an* 
other flower ; self-pollination rarely occurs. The leaves appearafter 
the flowers and are entire, without stipules. 
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SPURGE LAUREL 
Daphne laureola L. ( X^) 


Erect glabrous shrub sparingly branched; stems thick, marked 
with the scars of the fallen leaves; leaves evergreen, rather clus- 
tered, oblanceolate to obovate, up to 4 in. long and li in. broad, 
with rather obscure lateral nerves: no stipules; flowers (A, x 1) 
sweet-scented for a period,* in short, axillary bracteatc racemes 
nestling among the leaves; perianth (B, x 2) green, composed of a 
tubular calyx (like a corolla), with tube nearly \ in. long and 4 
ovate spreading lobes; stamens 8, inserted at diflerent levels, the 
upper 4 slightly exserted ; ovary (C, x 2 J ) free, ellipsoid, I -locular, 



with a very short style and broad rounded stigma; fruit (D, - 1 i) 
an ellipsoid bluish-black berry (family Thvmelacaccac). 

Grows in woods and is confined to the rnghsh counties, 
flowering in spring, found also in south-weslei n Europe 

Nectar is secreted and concealed in the base of the perianth- 
tube, and is accessible to flies, bees, etc. 

Like the previous species, all parts, especially the bark and 
berries, are acrid and poisonous. The berries are tempting to 
children, and deaths have occurred through eating them. 

* Following Bentham's /* itish flora. I stated in my Bt itish Flowei mg 
Plants (1948) that the flowers were not scented. 
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WOOD VIOLET 

Viola rekhcnbachiam lord, ex Boreau. ( x j) 
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Peiennial herb with spreading leafless stolons and short leafy 
shoots; stipules (A, x 2) very conspicuous, linear-lanceolate, J in. 
long, fringed with long comb-like teeth; leaves rounded-ovate, 
cordate at the base, rounded or slightly pointed to the apex, up to 
I i in. long and I in. broad, minutely speckled but not hairy below, 
crenulate; stalks glabrous; flowers scentless, typically lilac or red- 
dish-1 1 lac, but varying to white (colour forms), on slender stalks 
longer than the leaves; bracts linear, borne well up towards the 
flower; bcpals (B, xli) 5, naiiowly lanceukile, lounded at the 



base; petals nariow and not overlapping, the spur (C, x 1 later- 
ally compressed, nearly straight, darker than the limb, anthers (D, 
X 2\) with a broad ovale appendage, style (L, x 2i) slightly bent; 
fiuit a glabrous angular capsule, produced to a limited degree by 
early opening flowers and in great quantity by latei cleistogamous 
flowers (synonym Viola iilvesftis of various authors) (family 
Violaceae). 

Found in open places in woods and on hedgebanks, March to 
May; several colour forms, pallida, pale bluish-mauve petals; 
rosea, deep pink petals; and Icucantha, ‘boiie-W'hite’ petals. It 
hybndi/es with V. riviniana. 
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MOUNTAIN PANSY 
Viola liitea Huds. ( x^) 


Annual or perennial; stem often much branched; stipules deeply 
divided into several unequal slightly hairy lobes; leaves stalked. 



ovate, or ovate-elliptic, 
with 3 or 4 rather coarse 
teeth on each side, slightly 
hairy especially on the 
nerves and margin, 5- 
nerved from the base; 
flowers typically yellow, 
large (1 in. or more long); 
sepals (A, x 2) 5, narrow- 
ly lanceolate, prolonged 
at the base into a notch- 
ed extension; lowermost 
petal the largest, spurred 
(B, x2i), the three lower 
petals with lines tow'ards 
the base; 2 of the 5 
anthers with <iong spurs 
at the base tC, /5), all 
w'ith an ovate terminal 
appendage; stigma swol- 
len and much like the 
head of a Crane hiid (D 
v5); ovary 3-locular, 
with 3 placentas on the 
walls; fruits with 3 nar- 
row valves and seveial 
siraw’-coloured obo\'Oid 
seeds (E, \li) (family 
Violaceae). 

The flowers vary from 
(1) entirely yellow, (2) 
yellow with the two upper 


petals purple, or (3) all of them purple (var. amoena); var. curtisii 
grows in sands near the west coast and has rough angular stems. 


The flowers of the genus Vwla have an interesting structure, and are 
well adapted to particular groups of insects, for which the petals form a 
cofivement landing-place. The front petal is spurred at the base, and into 
the spur projects a nectar-secreting appendage to each of the two lower 
stamens. The connective of all the antheis is produced at the apex iiito a 
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DOG VIOLET 
Viola canina L. { x i) 
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Perennial with short rootstock girt here and there by the persistent 
leaf-bases; branches short; leaves long-stalked, ovate, cordate at 


the base, up to about 1 jn. 
long and broad, minutely 
and thinly hairy on the 
upper surface, green or 
finely mottled below, 
crcnulatc; stipules linear, 
entire or toothed; flowers 
not scented, on longish 
stalks with a pair 
of linear bracts towards 
the top; sepals (A, xU) 
lanceolate, entire, ^ in. 
long, produced beyond 
the base into a rounded 
appendage: petals typi- 
cally pale purplish-blue 
but sometimes white, pro- 
minently nerved; 2 of the 
5 stamens (C, ''3) pro- 
duced into a large horn- 
like nectary on the back 
which protrudes into the 
spurred front petal (B, 



: 3); style (D, x3) slender, hook-like; ovary 1-locular, with 3 
parietal placentas; fruit ovoid (family Violaceae), 

Very common in various soils, flowering in spring and early 
summer; the flowers are v\ithout scent, and those without petals 
(clcistogamous) are produced all summer. ^ 


Mountain Pansy icontd.) 

membranous appendage. These overlap one another at the sides and 
embrace the style below the sugma, forming a conical chamber into 
which the diy pollen falls The stigma projects beyond this cone and 
closes the entrance so that an insect visiting the flower must first touch it 
and effect cross-pollination by the pollen collected from a flower pre- 
viously visited. In many species additional clcistogamous flowers with 
vestiges of petals are pioduced, and these often develop into fruit and 
seed ki abundance. 
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HAIRY VIOLET 
Viola hirta L. (x^) 


Perennial herb with rather slender often branched rootstock fur- 
nished with numerous much-branched fibrous roots; leaves on 
long softly hairy stalks, ovate, widely cordate at the base, rounded 
at the apex, up to 1\ in. long and li in. broad, about 7-nerved 
from near the base, shallowly crenate (crenulale), thinly hairy all 
over; hairs on the leaf-stalks, spreading or somewhat reflexed; 
stipules narrowly lanceolate, toothed, i in. long; floweis few, nod- 
ding on slender stalks as long as or longer than the leaves, scent- 
less; sepals (A, x2) 5, oblong, obtuse, 3-nerved, ciliate towards 
the middle of the margins; corolla bluish-purple, the spur (B, x 1 i) 



short, thick, and straight; antheis (C, x 21) with a broad ovate 
appendage at the apex; stigma (D. x 2) hook-Iike; ovary (H, 5) 

1-locular, with 3 placentas on the walls, fruit (b, ^ 11) a capsule 
opening by valves, hairy; seeds (G, v 3) with a long appendage, 
slightly mottled or pale straw-colourcd (family Vtalaceac), 

Found chiefly in rocky places, open woods, and fields, mainly in 
limestone districts, flowering later than the Scented Violet, Viola 
odorata L. 

The thirteen or so species found wild in Britain are not alwa>s 
easy to determine w^ith certainty, and it is a favourite genus for 
both the Mumper’ and ‘splitter’ to exercise their skill 
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WOOD VIOLET 

Viola riviniana Reichb. (x|) 
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Perennial, the slender rootstock covered with the persistent bases 
of the previous season's leaves; leaves broadly ovate, widely cor- 
date at the base, crenu- 
late, closely gland- 
dotted on both surfaces, 
long-stalked; stipules 
(A, X H) conspicuous, 
narrowly lanceolate, 
with long comb-like 
teeth on the margin; 
flowers solitary in the 
upper Icaf-axils, blue, 
stalks long, with a pair 
of narrow bracts about 
1 in. below the flow'er; 
sepaL (B, x 21) lanceo- 
late, pellalely attached 
at the base: petals 
obovate, veiny, the 
low'est produced into 
a large blunt grooved 
spur about i in. long: 
anthers (C, x 21 ) sessile, 
the connective pro- 
duced at the apex; 
ovary fD, >21) with 3 
placentas on tlic walls, 
and a stout oblique style; capsule (F, U) splitting into 3 boat- 
shaped parts which spread hori/onlally and bear the rounded 
smooth seeds (F, a 31) in the middle (G, grooved spur, x^). 

The genus Viola belongs to the family Violaceae^ which is 
mainly found in tropical regions. There it is chiefly represented 
by trees and shrubs, so that those who have only seen our British 
species can have a very poor idea of the family as a whole. That 
IS the reason the family is included amongst the woody plants, 
Viola being a very highly evolved member of the family and 
largely herbaceous, though there are several woody exotic 
species. 
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SWEET VIOLET 
Viola odorata L. ( x^) 


Perennial with a short rootstock covered with the persistent bases 
of the old leaf-stalks and stipules, giving it a knotted appearance; 
runners (A) freely produced; leaves all borne on the main shoot 
(all radical) on long stalks, the latter covered with very short de- 
flexed hairs; leaf-blade ovate to almost orbicular, widely cordate 
at the base, rounded or very bluntly triangular at the apex, aver- 
aging about li-U in. long (sometimes up to 3 in. when growing 
in shade), crenate on the margin, very shortly pubescent on the 
upper surface and also below, but mainly on the nerves; stipules 



broadly lanceolate, finely toothed; flowers sweetly scented, axil- 
lary, on stalks mostly exceeding the leaves, the stalks wiih a pair 
of opposite l^racts about half-way up (sometimes not quite oppo- 
site), glabrous or at most very slightly hairy; sepals oblong, ob- 
tuse, with narrow thinner margins; petals bluish- purple or some- 
times white, the lowermost with a blunt round spur at the base; 
anthers forming a ring around the ovary, the connective produced 
at the apex; ovary 1 -locular, with the ovules on 3 placentas on the 
walls; capsule (B, x 1^) opening by 3 boat-shaped valves, thinly 
hairy; seeds (C, x2i) along the middle of the valves, smooth, 
attached by a short spongy stalk (D, cross-section of ovary) 
(family Violaceae), 

The Sweet Violet h well known to most people, though there 
are scyeral species closely related to it. It newel's in early spring- 

184 



HEARTSEASE 
Viola tricolor L. f M J ) 
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A very variable species divided by some botanists into several; 
usually grows in cultivated ground or rarely in pastures or river 
shingles; distinguished 
from other native 
violets by the mixture 
in the flower colour, 
though this is not con- 
stant, and by the leafy 
much-divided stipules ; 
leaves spoon-shaped or 
ovate-elliptic, on long 
stalks, crenate, very 
shortly pubescent; 
flowers axillary, the 
stalks longer than the 
leaves, usually a mix- 
ture of purple, white, 
and yellow, usually the 
upper petals tinged or 
tipped with purple; 
sepals oblong-lanceo- 
late, about i in, Jong, 
green; lower petal (A, 

' spurred at the 
base; anthers (B, 3) 

with produced connec- 
tive; ovary (D, 4) 

1 -locular, with ovules 
on the walls (H, x6); 
capsule (F, i) i in, long, smooth; seeds (G, <2) like little 
brown eggs (family Violaccac), 

This species of Viola has usually large, brightly coloured 
flowers, the lower petal of which is produced at the base into a 
spur in which the nectar is secreted. The anther of each of the two 
lower stamens is provided with a ncctar-secieting process which 
projects into the spur of the lower petal. An insect probing for the 
nectar touches the stigma and deposits on it pollen from another 
flower. In addition to the ordinary flowers, some species possess 
flowers which do not open and have only rudimentary petals^ but 
whicjji produce fertile seed. These are called clcistogamous flowers. 
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MARSH VIOLET 
Viola palustris L. ( x J) 


Perennial herb with a creeping rootstock covered with the re- 
mains of hard scale-like leaf-bases and a tangle of fine roots; 
runners very short and few; leaves few in a bunch at the end of 
the rootstock, on slender stalks, fjuitc glabrous, the blade almost 
orbicular except the deeply cordate base, averaging 1 \ -2 in. diam., 
thin, very ohscurely and distantly crenate on the margin, in a 
dried state with minute brown markings on the lower surlace; 
stipules broadly lanceolate, acute, fringed with glands ; llowcis not 
scented, on slender stalks longer than the leaves, the stalks bearing 



a pair of opposite oi neatly opposite bracts below the middle; 
sepals oblong, obtuse, glabrous; petals pale blue, with purple 
streaks, the lowermost with a short and very broad spur; anthers 
(A, x6) forming a cone around the ovary (B, <8), their lops 
orange-coloured; ovaiy not hairy ; capsule (D, s 3) also not hairy, 
splitting into 3 boat-shaped pails with the seeds along the middle 
of each (C, cross-section of ovary) (family Vro/aceac). 

This species grows in a different habitat from that of the Sweet 
Violet (see fig. 137), being partial to spongy bogs and swampy 
places in woods. It is very widely distributed in noithern latitudes 
all around the northern hemisphere, and is common in Scotland 
and Eire, but less so in England and Wales. Like the Sweet Violet, 
it also produces flowers without petals and stamens (cleisto- 
gamous flowers.', but both kinds bear fruits and seeds. 
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SEA HEATH 

Fraakenia laevis L. (X^) 
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Woody perennial, prostrate, with purplish shoots up to 2 ft. long, 
rooting and bearing numerous narrow heather-like opposite 
leaves, these thick and broadly linear, with the margins much re- 
curved and often completely hiding the lower surface; no stipules; 
flowers (A, V 2) sessile among tlie upper leaves, pink with a yellow 
eye; calyx tubular, with 4-5 teeth; petals (B, x3) long-clawed, 
limb spreading; stamens (C, x 6) 6, alternating with the petals and 
often unequal in length; ovaiy (D, x6) 1 -locular, with 3 parietal 



placentas (E, a 10) : capsule opening by valves with the very small 
seeds attached to then centre (family Fttinkeniaccac), 

f ound only on the coasts of the south-eastern counties from 
Lincolnshire to llampshne ; widelv distributed into Asia. Tt grows 
at inter\ciis along the Kent coast. 1 have my.sclf seen a small 
stretch of this plant at Pcgwell Bay, betw^een Sandwich and Rams- 
gate. the pretty little pink flovveis nestling at the lop of the short 
crowded hcath-like leaves. 

Fnmkniioveae is a very small family of 4 geneia and about 70 
species, most of which belong to Frankcnia. It is usually placed 
next to CatyophvUaccac, but is probably most closely related to 
Violaccue and Tamiincaccae. 

Although the petals with a scale attached to the claw recall 
those of some Caryophyllaccae^ the ovary is very different, having 
the ovules arranged on the walls (parietal) instead of on the 
central axis as in Catyophyllaceac. 
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TAMARISK 
Tamatix galiica L. ( x^) 


Evergreen shrub or small tree up to about 12 ft. high found grow- 
ing naturally only at the seaside; branches slender, crimson or 
puqjlish; leaves very small and scale-like, sharply pointed, about 
in. Jong, overlapping; flowers (A, x 3) pink or white, very small 
and crowded in slender catkin-like racemes up to H in. long, these 
collected into panicles; flower-stalks short, each with a pointed 
bract at the base; sepals 5, narrow, glabrous: petals (B, \5) 5, 
free, oblong; stamens (C, x7) 5, free, the anthers with somewhat 
divergent lotes; ovary (D, x 10) slightJ> stalked, ovoid with 3 free 



styles, l-locular with 8-9 erect ovules attached at the base (E, 
X 10); fruit (F, x 5) a capsule opening by 3 valves; seeds (G, y 6) 
crowned by a tuft of cottony hairs (family Tamaricaceae), 

A very common plant on sandy and marshy sea-coasts of the 
Mediterranean, extending up the Atlantic coast to Spam and 
France, but considered to be introduced around the south and 
south-eastern coasts of Britain; flowers in early summer, and is use- 
ful as a wind-break and sand-binder. It Is very ornamental on many 
parts of our coasts with its rich deep verdure and its delicate red 
branches clothed in July with elegant spikes of pale rose-coloured 
flowers. It grows from cuttings as freely as those of the willow. 

This family is also a small one of 4 genei a and about 100 species. 
Most of these are found wild on steppes, deserts, and sca-shorcs of 
Mediterranean countries and central Asia. 
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MILKWORT 

Polygala vulgaris L. ( x |) 
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Small perennial with tufted base, and numerous spreading or as- 
cending branches up to 1 ft. long; leaves alternate, narrowly lan- 
ceolate to linear, entire, 
glabrous or nearly so; 
lower leaves shorter 
and broader; flowers in 
slender terminal race- 
mes, with a small bract 
at the base of each 
stalk; sepals fA, / 2) 

5, the two inner 
(‘wings') much lar- 
ger than the outer, 
obovaie and veiny and 
resembling petals: pe- 
tals (B, yl\) united 
with the slamens, 
bright blue or pink, the 
lowermost tipped with 
a deepl.v lobed crest; 
stamens (B, > 

united into 2 bundles 
with 4 anthers in each 
and opening by a ter- 
minal pore: style (C\ 

X 3) gaping at the top; 
fruit (D, compressed, bioadly obovaie, margined with a 

narrow wing, notched at the top; seeds (h. >,6^) hairy, with a 
large caruncle (family Polvgalaccac), 

The flowers vary much in colour, and the chief means of attract- 
ing insects are the two large lateral petal-like sepals, the petals 
mainly serving to protect the stamens and pistil. Pollination mech- 
anism is very interesting. The style has a spoon-shaped process 
near the slignia, which is a sticky hook -shaped protuberance. The 
anthers are so placed that when they shed their pollen it falls into 
this spoon, where it is stored while the stamens w ither. An insect 
probing for nectar secreted at the base of the flower first encoun- 
ters the pollen in the spoon and then the stigma, but it is not until 
the proboscis of the insect has been smeared with sticky matter 
from the stigma that the pollen adheres to it and is then carried to 
another flower. 
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WHITE BRYONY 
Bryonia dioica Jacq. ( xi) 


Rootstock thick and tuberous, often branched; stems climbing 
over hedges and bushes, rather fleshy; tendrils arising by the side 
of the base of the leaf-stalk, usually unbranched, spirally twisted; 
leaves dotted on both sides with short sharp bulbous-based hairs, 
deeply divided into 5 or 7 lobe»* these again atigular-IobuJaie, 
widely cordate at the base, mam nerves radiating from the top 
of the leaf-stalk, the latter shorter than the leaf, llowers unisexual. 



the males (A, x U) on one plant, the females on anotlier (dioe- 
cious); males few in axillary stalked races, the females (D, x ]) 
2-4 on a very short common stalk, smaJIei and less conspicuous 
than the male; male calyx-lobcs 5, very small and narrow; corolla 
(B, X J) yellowish green, 5-Iobed, up to J in. diam., wKh oblong 
nervose lobes; stamens 5, two pairs joined together, the fifth 
separate, anthers wavy; ovary ((", xj) below the calyx; style 3- 
Jobed; berries (E, x|-) red or orange, about i in. diam., with 
several fiattish seeds (family Cucurbitaceae), 

This plant is not found in Scotland and Eire. The fleshy tuber- 
ous rootstocks have caused poisoning to tliose who have eaten 
them in mistake for turnips or parsnips. The berries are poisonous. 
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LIME-TREE 
Tifia curopaea L. ( x^) 
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Large handsome tree up to 120 ft. high; leaves alternate, stalked, 
rounded-ovate, pointed at the apex, heart-shaped at the base, 


sharply serrate, hairy 
below particularly in 
the axils of the nerves 
(A, X"4); flowers (B, 
> few in an umbel, 
pendulous on a long 
stalk ptovided with a 
large narrow veiny 
bract and adnate to it 
in the lower half, 
sweet-scented and rich 
m nectar; sepals 5, not 
overlapping in bud; 
petals 5, grecnish- 
while; stamens (C, 
^ 3) numcious, short- 
ly united at the base 
into clusteis; ovary 
(D, xJi) globose, 
hairy, with a long 
slender style and ra- 
diate stigmas; fruit 
a small globose nut 
with I or 2 seeds; 
pollination bv honey- 



bees which cling to the stamens and stigmas (family Tihaceae), 
This tree is now known to be a hvbnd hclw'ccn 7. corciata Mill. 


and T. platyphyllos Scop , and it is probably the only hybrid upon 
which a genus has been founded. The wood has been extensively 


used for carving, tiiinery, toys, etc. Tiha is still included in the 
Pharmaceutical Codex, though it is now' larely used in medicine. 
The drug consists of the diied flowers of this and other species 
with their attached brads, which are collected when fully ex- 
panded. These arc stored in well-closed containers and protected 
from the light, and should not be used after more than twelve 
months from the date of collection. As a domestic remedy it is 


given in the form of a fresh infusion. 
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SMALL-LEAVED LIME 
TUia cordata Mill. ( x J) 


Tree up to 100 ft. high and 20 ft. in girth; branches dark brown 
or purplish, zigzag; leaves long-petiolate, rounded-cordate, 
rather abruptly acuminate, usually about in. long and broad, 
rather sharply serrate, daik green above, bluish or glaucous-green 
below, glabrous below except ftlir tufts of orange-brown woolly 
hairs in the axils of the nerves, especially at the junction with the 
petiole (A, x i^); flowers (B, >1) 5-7 in a small erect umbel with 
a large veiny bract adnale to the stalk in the lower half; sepals 5, 
valvate, elliptic; petals (C, : H) 5, free, oblanceoiale, 3-ncrved, 



about twice as long as the sepals; stamens (D, x2) about 30; 
anther-loculi divergent from the apc\; ovary fE:, v2} 5-locular, 
stelJate-tomentose, 5-locular (F, x<l); style glabrous; fruit (G, 
X J) subglobose, shortly beaked, \ in. diam. (family Tiltaccae). 

Distributed through tlire greater part of Eui ope and in the Cau- 
casus, extending north in Russia to lat. 62". 

A native of Britain, ranging from Cumberland southwards. It 
is supposed that Lyndhurst in the New Forest owes its name to 
the prevalence of this species there in ancient times, and Lime- 
hoyse in London was originally called Limehurst, meaning a 
grove of treewn Saxon times. 
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DWARF MALLOW 
Maha neglecta Walir. { y -) 
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Procumbent annual of roadsides and waste places; stems hairy; 
leaves on long stalks, orbicular, deeply cordate at the base, 
slightly 5~7-lobed, 
toothed (crenate); sti- 
pules conspicuous, lan- 
ceolate; flowers clus- 
tered in the leaf-axils, 
on slender hairy stalks, 
small, pale blue, about 
J in. diam.; sepals 5, 
lanceolate, with an epi- 
calyx of small bracts; 
petals broadly notched, 
veiny; stamens (A, 

' U) united into a tube, 
the anthcis at lirst 
forming a cone oser 
the stigmas and curving 
away from the latter 
on opening; stigmas 
emerging after the open- 
ing of the anthers and 
cross-pollinated by in- 
sects; if this fails they 
cm I amongst the an- 
thers and may be sclf-polliaated , canvK (B, '1 ’), 10-15, hairy, 
forming a disk-likc iruit with the persistent sepals like a rosette; 
seeds (C, '' 5) kidney-shaped; flowers spring to autumn (family 
Malvaceae) (synonym Malva rotundifoUa L.). 

The chief characters of the Malva family aie that the calyx- 
lobes do not overlap each other in bud (valvaie), and that the 
stamens are united into a single column around the styles (mon- 
adelphousj. Another interesting feature is the 1 -locular anthers, 
due to the splitting of ihc connective. Altogether it may be re- 
garded as being a very highly evolved group, and some are of 
great commercial importance, such as Cotton, from the genus 
Gossypiwn. The stems of many Malvaceae are vei y tibrous, prob- 
ably an indication that they have been evolved from arboreal an- 
cestors, such as the Lime-tree family, TiUaceac, 
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COMMON MALLOW 
Malva sylvestris L. ( x f) 


Biennial or perennial herb; stems, leaf-stalks and flower-stalks 
clothed with long spreading hairs with swollen bases; leaves alter- 
nate, on long stalks, 
C 3-7-lobcd but usu- 


ally 3- or 5-lobed, 
w'ldeiy heart-shaped 
(cordate) at the base, 
lobes rounded-ovate 
and crenate-dentate, 
hairy mainly on the 
nerves; nerves radiat- 
ing from the base; 
stipules (A, xl^) 
large and pointed, 
lunged with long 
hairs; llowers several 
in a cluster, axillary, 
but orjjy one or two 
in bloom at a time; 
calyx (C, xii) of 5 
lobes with 3 addition- 
al parts (bracteoles) 
below (B, \li), ail 
fringed with long 
hairs; petals (D, 
1) 5, pale reddish- 
purple or bine, mark- 
ed with darker circles, nearly 1 in. long, unequally 2-lobed: sta- 
mens united into a column (U, > 5), each filament bearing a 1- 
locular anthei (F, x2); carpels about 10, united into a flat disk- 
like reticulate structure (G, - i V); style-branches the same num- 
ber as the carpels; fmit (II, xl^) about { m, diam.-groovcd 
between the carpels (J, > 3), strongly reticulate; seeds (K, '^4) 
flattened and with a V-shuped slit on one side (family Mulvaceac). 

Mainly in waste places and by roadsides, flowering from about 
the middle of June. The petals are marked with darker circles, 
which serve as nectai -guides, the nectar being protected by hairs. 
At first the anthers arc crowded in the middle of the flower and 
completely cover the still immature stigmas (E, x^). After the 
anthers open they curve downwards (L, x H), and their place is 
taken by the stigmas (Nf, \ 1 ]), w^hich become rccepti\'e. 




MUSK MALLOW 

Malva moschata L. ( X^) 
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Perennial herb about 1^ ft. high, stems and leaf-stalks clothed 
with slendei hairs with swollen bases; leaves alternate, on longish 
stalks, divided nearly to the 
base into several segments 
these again deeply and 
irregularly Jobed, thinly 
hairy below or nearly 
glabrous; a form with 
nearly undivided (Ihoiigh 
toothed; leaves is called 
var. h( UTi^phyUa, stipules 
(A, < 5) lanceolate, fringed 
with hairs, fiowers in a 
bunch at the top of the 
stem and lateral shoots; 
stalks loriger than the 
calvx, with long haiis; 
calyx (B, / 1 } divided into 
5 broad lobes, with 3 
additional parts (braclc- 
oles) towards the base of 
the lube, all clothed with 
long slender hairs; petals 
rose-coloured or 1 ai ci> 
pure white, about 2 in. 
diam.; stamens united into 
a column (C, ;I), each 

filament bearing a 1-locular anther, carpels I) about 15, 

united and arranged in a circle; style branches as many as carpels; 
iiuit(F, > I.] ) consisting of a low ring of about 15 united carpels 
with a hump in tlie middle, the carpels softly hairy (C, cross- 
section of ovary) (family Malvaceae), 

The arrangement for cri»S5*-polIinaiion in the flowers of this 
species is the same as for M sylvestns Cfig. 147) In most of the 
Malva family, Malvaceae^ the stamens are united into a column 
in the middle of the flower, the anthers being peculiar in that they 
are 1-locular. This is due to the splitting of the connective and 
hlament resulting in the separation of the 2 loculi. Another good 
spotting feature is shown by the calyx, the lobes of which are 
valvaic in bud, i.e. they do not overlap one another. 
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SEA LAVATERA 
Lavaiera arborea L, ( x J) 


Tall erect shrub up to about 5 ft. high; branches round in section, 
softly tomentose, becoming glabrous; leaves alternate, rounded 

^ in outline, pal- 

mately 5-9- 






m 


mately 5-9- 
TO lobed, up to 

about 8 in. 
diam., lobes cre- 
softly to- 

li men lose on both 

■" II /r*- surfaces with 

^ hairs 

stalks often 

iL■^ ■> (villi' stipules 

r'Cv^nH \\\ \j/ ovate-lanceolatc, 

air ;i“hcr large: 

h /W- \ flowers in 

fascicles in the 

^;| upper leaf-axils 

' '" ’ li ' Vi \ collected into a 

^'■*“ L ' v® W' '""8 

ilorescence; 

bracteoles 3, forming an involucre below the calyx, ovate; calyx 
5-lobed, tomentose; petals iB, >, U) 5, pink with crimson at the 
base, obovatc, nerved with purple, pubescent at the base, stamens 
(C, x7j numerous, united in a column; styles 5; fruit (D, x 1) 
surrounded by the three bracteoles and peisistent calyx, depressed 
globose, composed of 7-3 reticulate carpels; rxeds (E, x2^) 
kidney-shaped, smooth (family Mah'accae), 

A very local species chiefly on the south and west coasts of 
England and south Scotland and Tire, doweling in summer; dis- 
tributed around the coasts of south-west Europe. 

A second native species is L. actica L., found near the coast 
in west Cornwall, the Scilly Isles, and Jersey, an annual or 
biennial more herbaceous than L. arborea^ the epicalyx not 
enlarging in fruit and the carpels of the latter smooth or nearly sp. 
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MARSH MALLOW 150 

Althaea officinalis L. ( x^) 

Perennial herb up to 3 ft. high, densely covered all over with soft 
stellate hairs (A, x 3); leaves alternate, stalked, ovate-pentagonal, 
lobulate and coarsely 
toothed, 3''4 in. long, 
and as much broad, 
strongly 5-(7-) nerved 
from the base, very 
densely hairy (lorncn- 
tose) on both sides; 
stipules very narrow, 
nearly | in. long, but 
soon falling off; tloweis 
on short axillary bianch- 
lets forming a leafy ob- 
long panicle; epicalyx of 
sever al (7-10) na i row 

bracteolcs shoitei than 
the 5-lobed calyx (B, 

<]): petals pale pink, 
veiny, about 1 in. long; 
stamens (C, vJ) united 
in a column with the fila- 
ments free above; an- 
thers 1 -locular; ovary of 
J 5- 20 carpels, with a co- 
lumnar style and as many 
stigmas; fruit (D, \1) 

disk-Iike, about i in. 
diam., with a ’hole’ in 
the middle (family Ma!~ 

\aceae). 

Grows in marshes, es- 
pecially near the sea-coast, flowering in August and September; 
extends to western Asia and north Africa, introduced into North 
America. 

Nectar is secreted between the bases of the petals and the bottom 
of the calyx, the ilowers being protandrous. The nectar is protected 
from rain and small insects by haiis on the petals. Automatic self- 
pollination takes place if insect visits iail, the stigmas curving 
back among the anthers that have not yet lost all their pollen. 
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151 PALE FLAX 

Linum bienne Mill. ( X^) 

A biennial or perennial herb; stems 1-2 ft. long, slender, glabrous; 
leaves allcrnatc, short and narrowly lanceolate, acute, glabrous; 

no stipules; flowers few in 
lax cymes with leaf-hke 
bracts, the oldest in the 
middle of the forks and 
soon ripening into fruif: 
sepals (A, x2l) 5, elliptic, 
sharply and abi \ iptly point- 
ed, 3-nerved; petals (B, 
A I]) 5, pale blue or pale 
mauve, obovatc, shortly 
clawed at the base, about \ 
m. long; stamens tC, x2)5, 
the h laments united ar ound 
the base of the oxaty; an- 
theis heart-shaped at the 
base, ovary (D, x 3) ovoid, 
with 5 free undivided styles, 
5-locular (b, ^ 5), with the 
loculi partly divided into 
two; ovules 2 in each locu- 
lus; capsule (F, xl) 10- 
tooihed at the top, seeds 
(G, 3) elliptic, 4 in. long, 

sinning (synonym Jjnum 
auyjisli folium Huds ) fam- 
ily Linuccac). 

Mostly in limestone dis- 
tn’ets, but not found wild 
m Scotland; extends to 

southern Liiropc and western A.sia 
The pointed sepals distinguish if from L.pcnmne, which is also 
a perennial, the remainder of the British species being annual. 

Linaceac is a small family of about 150 species, about 90 of 
which belong to Linum. Only the two British genera {Linum and 
Radioia) and two otheis are herbs, the remainder being tropical 
trees, shrubs, and climbers. 

These herbs, then, almost without doubt, have been derived 
from woody ancestors, though the same cannot be said of some 
otlier herbs such as Buttercups. 
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PURGING FLAX 
Linum catharticum L. ( x §) 
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A small delicate erect or subdccumbent annual in meadows, pas- 
tures, and heaths especially on calcareous soils and sandy dunes; 
stems very slender, 
glabious; leaves oppo- 
site, without stipules, 
the lowermost short 
and elliptic, the upper 
oblanceolate, pale 
glaucous-green, 1- 
nerved; flowers (A, 

2i) very small, 
arranged in lax ter- 
minal cymes, each on 
a slender stalk: middle 
flowers maturing first, 
and already in fruit 
beibie upper ones 
bloom; sepals (B, 

' 3) 5, with a few 
short gland - tipped 
hairs on the upper 
half of the margin; 
petals (C, x3) 5, 

while; stamens (F, 

\ 5) 5, united in the 
lower part into a 
cupular tube around 
the base of the ovary; 
styles 5, free, with head-like stigmas ; capsule (F, x5) withiftie 5 
cells divided by a membranous partition, each with a singi(i(fi^ed 
(G, x4); related to the f!a\-plant, Limim usitatissimum L-. Il^at 
differing from this and othei native species by the opposite leavei 
and liny white llowcis (fuiniiy Linaccac), 

The slaminai tube secretes on its outer side five diops of nectar 
from live small fiat pus situated in the middle of the filaments. 
The five petals are inserted a little above the nectar pits, giving 
access to the nectar. The anthers are at the same level as the stig- 
mas but at first remote from them, so that cross-pollination may 
take place. Failing this self-pollination is brought about by the 
flowers closing in the evening and pressing the anthers against the 
stigm4. 
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153 ALL-SEED 

Radiola linoides Roth, (xj) 

A diminutive annual, much branched from the base, the branches 
repeatedly forked and thread-like, glabious; leaves opposite, ses- 
sile, very small (at most I in. long), ovate; in the middle of each 
fork a single older flower on a short slender stalk; remainder of 
the flowers (A, x 3) bunched logcthlfr into a cyme at the top of the 
branches, very small; sepals 4, with 2-4 small teeth; petals (B, 
x6) 4, soon falling olf; stamens 4, alternate with the petals; 
anthers 2-locular, opening by slits lengthwise; ovary of 4 rather 
loosely united carpels (C, . 6>, with 4 free st> ies ; capsule ( D, 5) 



opening at the lop, witiiout unvccntial column, each carpel open- 
ing on the inner side by a li'mgiUKiinal slit and with 2 seeds, the 
latter (E, > 6) olxnoid, pale brovMi, shming (family Linaceac), 

One of the smallest of British annual plants, gi owing in damp 
sandy and gravelly places, flowcung from July to August. It may 
easily be mistaken foi a small member of the C '(iryopfiy/iaceuc\ but 
cap be recogni/.ed cspcciailv by the 4-iocuiar ovary (in Caryo^ 
phyllaceuf the ovary is 1 -locular), and the seed'^ have no reserve 
food material (endosperm). 

The genus Rudiola is inonotypic, i.c. it is represented by only 
one species, thoiigii it is \ci> widely distributed It ranges from 
nortlicrn Luiopc to the island of Madeira, and is even found in 
the mountains of tropical Africa, and eastward into Asia The 
correct name ajpcording to international rules is used here, but in 
most British botanical books it is called Radiola millegrana Sm, 
Bentham remarked that R. linoides was an earlier name, * but very 
inapplicable M 
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DOG’S MERCURY 154 

Mercurkt/is perennis L. (female plant, y J) 

Rootstock slender, creeping, the roots covered with fine hairs; 
stems unbranched, erect, up to about 15 in. high, covered with 
short stiff spreading 
hairs; leaves stalked, 
opposite, each with a 
pair of stipules at the 
base of the stalk, elliptic 
to oblong - lanceolate, 
more or Jess acute at the 
apex, rounded at the 
base, toothed (cicnate) 
on the margin, thinly 
hairy on both surfaces; 
flowers unisexual, the 
male and female nn 
separate plants (dioe- 
cious), arianged on 
slender axillary common 
stalks as long as or 
longer than the leaves; 
male flowers (A, 5) 

small and gieen, in clus- 
ters on the stalk; calyx 
2-3-iobed; no petals; 
stamens 9-12, radiating 
from the middle of the 
flowci ; anthers rounded; 
female flowers (B, ^5) single or paned on the common stalk; 
calyx as in the male; no petals; ovary 2-lobed, covered with stiff 
bristly hairs, with 2 spi ending stigmas; fruit (C, - 5) a 2-lobed 
capsule, biistly hairy, each lobe with a single pendulous warted 
seed (D, x 8) (family Euphorbtaccac). 

This grows in woods and shady places, fiowei mg in early spring 
before the leaves of other plants arc fully developed; a second 
native species is M. annua L. {\\gA55), an annual, with branched 
stems, and the female flowers sessile or shortly stalked in the a^ils 
of the leaves. As in the nettle, the pollen from the male flow^ers is 
carried to the female by the wind. The anthers aic at first yellow, 
but afterwards the cells diverge and scatter their pollen and be- 
come a beautiful indigo blue colour. Dog’s Mercury is poisonous 
to stocJk. 
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155 ANNUAL DOG^S MERCURY 

Mercurialis annua L. ( xU 

Annual and mostly as a weed in cultivated oi waste ground; 
stems glabrous, with a thick rib running between the nodes and 

between the leaf-stalks; 
leaves opposite, stalked, 
each with a pair of sti- 
pules, lanceolate, rather 
incgularly crenate, glab- 
rous; stalk with a pair 
of minute glands at the 
top {A, xi); flowers 
unisexual, mostly each 
sex on a different plant 
(dioecious), sometimes 
the two sexes mixed ; 
male flowers (B, x2) 

numerous, clustered on 
long-stalked axillary 
spikes; sepals 4, ovate; 
no petals; stamens (C, 
' 6) several, with 2 di- 
veigent rounded loculi; 
female flowers sCvSsile or 
shortly stalked, axillary, 
solitary or 2 or 3 together on separate stalks; sepals as in the 
male; no petals; ovary 2-locular, covered on the shouldeis by 
conical warts, each lipped by a hair; fruit (D, 2) slightly 2-lobcd, 

tuberculate; seeds brown, reticulate (family Euphorbiaccuc). 

Though rather a tioublesome weed, this plant has an interesting 
structure, the flowers being of one sex only and usually confined 
to different plants, and the leaf-stalks have a pair of glands (extra 
floral nectaries) at the apex. 

A characteristic feature of the stem is the thick rib which tra- 
verses the internode between each pair of leaves. The two halves 
of the anther (loculi) arc quite separate on the filament, and open 
by a slit across the top. The pollen discharged fiom them is con- 
veyed from the male to the female by the wind (ancmophilous). 
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KEY TO BRITISH SPECIES OF 
EUPHORBIA 

(those maikcd with an * not native) 

A. Glands of involucre rounded on the outer margin; B, Prostrate mari- 
time plant with opposite unequal leaves with minute stipules; seeds 
smooth . . . peplts. BB. More oi less erect stems, the lower leaves alter- 
nate: no stipules. C. Leaves not toothed: D. Leaves very narrow and 
sharply pointed, quite glabrous, willow-like, fruits with long horn-like 
tubercles, seeds smooth . . ccralocarpa* . DD. Leaves more or less ob- 
long and rounded at the apex, rounded or nai rowed to the base, often 
pilose: t. Ovary and fruit densely pilose, the latter not waned; seeds 
smooth . . . iotatlonles^ . FF. Ovaiy and fruit waited but not pilose; 
seeds smooth F. Leaves narrowed to the base (oblanceolate); glands 
green, at length purple . . . dutch*, FF Leaves broad and rounded at 
the base (oblong) * G Fruit shortly warlcd or nearly smooth . . pilosa 

GO. Fiuit densely clothed with cyhndnc warts; glands yellowish, at 
length brown . . , hvbcma. C'C. Leaves toolbcd. H. Leaves more or 
less obovaie, fruits smooth, seeds pitted . . . hclioscopta. HH Leaves 
oblong, oiien pointed, fruits moic or loss warted; seeds smooth* J. 
Fi Lilts subglobose, with hcmisphcrica) wails.. plaDphyllos. JJ. 
Fi Lilts 3-sidcd, wari> cylindiical or conical . . siricta. AA. Glands of 
involucre crescent-shaped, with the points turned oulwaids (like a new 
moon). K. Floral leaves not united to each orhei ; L. Umbel of 5 or 
more lays: M Umbel ot 5-6 rays: N. Umbel veiy compact; seeds 
smooth or slightly waned . . . pataiais NN. Umbel spreading. O. 
Leaves cniiie; seeds pitted . . scf^ctahs* GO. Leaves toothed at the 

top . . . poitlandk'o MM l/mbel of 6 8 oi moie lays; seeds not pit- 
ted: P. Leaves bioader above the middle, nai rowed to the base. . 
csula. PP Leaves bioadcr below or aboul the middle, broadish at the 
base . . . vin^aia*. I^PP I eaves acicular . . . evpan^sias*. LL. Umbel 
of .3-4 rays* Q. Tall veiy glaucous biennial with large fiuits; seeds 
wrinkled . . larhvth, QQ, Low green annuals. R Stem-leaves broadly 
obovaie, pctiolate; seeds pilled; tiuils triangular, the angles with a 
double ridge . . pcptu\ RR Stem leaves linear, seeds at most slightly 
wnnkled . . KK. 1 loral leaves ot' each pair more or Jess 

united; seeds smooth, fruit at most finely pustulate . . . amy^dalotdcs. 
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HAIRY SPURGE 
Euphorbia pilosa L. ( x 4) 


Perennial herb up to U ft. high, softly hairy all over; leaves (A* 
X 1) alternate, sessile, oblong-lanceolate, about 2-2 V in. Jong and 



4 in. broad, 
with several la- 
teral nerves; no 
stipules; leaves 
below the umbel 
forming a whoil 
sometimes shor- 
ter than the 
stem leaves; 
umbel usually 
of 5 rays with 
a few axillary 
bi anches below 
it, peduncles 
about 1^-2 in. 
long- involucre 
(B, X 4) gla- 
bious or hairy, 
margined with 4 
transversely el- 
liptic entire 
glands; male 
flowers (C, 

10) fews fe- 
male flower a 
single glandular- 
warlcd ovary 
iD, x4}; cap- 
sule glandular- 
warteJ to al- 
most smooth; 
seeds (E, x 5) 
smooth (family 
Euphorhiaccae). 

In damp 


woods and a- 


mongst bushes on shady banks, only in Somerset, in early sum- 
mer, raie; distributed cast to Siberia and south to Algeria. 
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SUN SPURGIP^ 157 

Euphof'bia ht^ioscopict L. i) 

Annual up to about 1 J ft. high, with milky juice; stems unbranch- 
cd or with 2 weaker branches at the base, rounded, with a few 
weak spreading hairs in the upper part, leaves spirally arranged, 
few and scattered, broadly spoon-shaped (spalhulatc), glaucous- 
green, shortly and rather unequally toothed only in the upper half, 
about 1 111 . long: upper 5 leaves in a whorl and forming ring of 
bracts similar to the leaves but broader and rounded at the base, 
toothed only in the upper half : stalks of flower-clusters 5, opposite 
the bract- leaves, wiih a lew slender spreading hairs, bearing at the 



top 3 leaf-like bracts, one smaller than the other two; secondary 
branches repeat the above desciiption but with smaller bract- 
leaves and surrounding the flower-clustcis (inflorescences) (A, 

2): glands of the involucre bioadly elliptic, green; male flowers 
(B, ’'.6) scxeral; female solitary m the middle of the males but 
sharply bent away from them; ovary green, 3-lobcd and 3-locular 
(D, < 2), smooth; fruits (C, x5) 3-lobed, seeds tF, x 8) broadly 
obovoid, closely reticulate (family LiiphoHnacecw). 

Crrows in Helds and w'asle places, frequently as a gai den-weed; 
it is widely distributed in the northern hemisphere and is intro- 
duced into Noilh America; one of the most easily recognized of 
the Spurges, the involucre of leafy bracts forming a pretty pattern 
with an equal number of rays, the w'hole ensemble glowing with 
yell(»wish-grecn. 
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158 C^ER SPtJRGE 

lathxrU%* ix^) 

■ -i^SL 

A tall very clean-looking annual or biennial full of milky juice, 
with a simple upright main hollow stem covered with ‘bloom’ 
like that of a grape which readily rubs off, often crimson towards 
the base; leaves opposite, sessile, increasing in size upwards, the 
lower soon becoming leflexed, about 1 in. long, the uppermost 
pair spreading and about 4 in. long and 1 in. broad, pale below, 
darker green above, with numerous faint looped lateral nerves; 
topmost leaves forming a whorl of 4, each with a flowering shoot 
in its axil; flowering shoots 4, one usually shorter than the others, 
each with a pair of broadly lanceolate leafy sessile bracts in the 
middle of which is an involucre, with a pair of lateral shoots, 
which in turn have a pan of shoots bearing pairs of biacts with 
an early matured involucre m the middle; involucie (A, >' 3) ses- 
sile, bell-shaped, the lobes with jagged tips; glands (B, >.8) out- 
side and between llie lobes almost erect, broadly Y-shaped with 
rounded lops, fleshy; male (C, xS) flowers (each consisting of 
one stamen) numerous (25-30), with crcam-yellow anthers; fe- 
male flower fa single o\ar\) stalked and earned above the males; 
ovary (D, x5) 6-lobed, with a purple line between cacli lobe, 3- 
Jocuiai; styles 3, free, lather deeply 2-lobed: ovule solitary and 
pendulous in each loculus, ft iiit (h, x j ) a large 3- lobed wrinlv led 
capsule: seeds (F, x 3) bioadly ellipsoid, wMth a crenulate caruncle, 
wrinkled when lipe (family Luphoibuicciw). 

A native of woodlands, where it is rare, but sometimes found 
on waste ground and in or near gaidcns, as far north as southern 
Scotland. The fruits (capsules) have been used as a substitute for 
capers (real capers are the flower buds o^Cappaiis ^pwo^a L.), but 
they are very bitter It flowers in early summer and is the only 
British species of the genus, besides E. pcplis. w ilh oppi>sitc leaves 

This IS the tallest of the British species of Enphorhia, sometimes 
growing to about 4 ft, in height and easily recognized because 
of its deep sea-green foliage here and there tinged w'lth purple. 
Its green flowers are produced in June and July and are sutTi- 
cientiy large to enable the student to understand the siiucturc of 
the individual inflorescences of this remarkable genus, notes on 
which will be found at the end of the de'>cnption of hg. 160. 
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1» P#rTY SPURCt 

pcpbts I* (v ;) 

Annual, erect or ascending, usually branclied from the base, up to 
about 1 It high glabrous m ail its parts, stem leafy, the lea\es in- 
creasing m sue up- 
wards, alternate, obo- 
\ate, with slender 
‘italks, the upper ones 
becoming opposite, 
•sessile, flowers (A, 
2i) very small, sur- 
loundcd and almost 
hidden bv the broad 
upper leaves each 
apparent flowei con- 
sists of a cup-likc in- 
volute (B, ^3) of 
united biacts bcaimg 
conspicuous cicscent- 
shaped gt^nds (C, 
3^) on the margin, 
each glaiid w ith a long 
tail at each end male 
llowers (D, 7) con- 

sisting ot a single sta- 
men jointed in the 
middle, with 2 round- 
ed anthci lobes open- 
ing aci OS') the middle, 
female flower (h, 7) 

composed of a >jndco\ai\ '■uppoitcdon a siatk m the middle ol 
the male flower^ ovarv decplv 3-lobcd, with 3 shoil biiid stvlcs 
3-loculdi with 1 ovule in each compartment Iruil a 3-lobcJ cap- 
su'e, splitting into ^ lobes, each lobe containing a single grey seed 
(F, 4i) deeply pitted on the Kick and with two laigc elongated 

cavities on the innci face (family Itipborhiacem ) 

The glands of the involucre secietc a shallow layer of exposed 
nectar, pollination mainly by flies, bettlcN and wasps a common 
weed in cultivated and waste places, seeding very lapidly, it 
flowers during the whole summer and autumn, a tincture and a 
liquid extract of the whole plant have been recommended for 
asthma and bronchial catarrh. 



208 




DWARF SPURiSE 1190 

Eupkprbia ^xigua 

Small glabrous annual with a slender taproot and elect or ascend- 
ing stem often branched from the base, mostly in cultivated and 
waste places, and flowering nearly the whole year; leaves alter- 
nate, sessile, gradually increasing in size upwards, linear to linear- 
lanceolate, the upper ones more rounded at the base than the 
others and forming whorls of 3-5 at the base of the flowering 
branchlets; apparent floweis (A, x 5) consisting of a short top- 
shaped cup margined by fleshy elliptic glands (B, x8) between 



\shich arc two short awl-shaped lobes: stamens veiy few, short, 
each repiesenling a male flower: anthers loiinded, opening across 
the top (C\ ' 5): ovary shortly stalked within the cup and repre- 
senting the female flowci , styles 3, spicading, 2-lobed; fruit (D, 
' 4; 3-lobed, opening into the 3-JocuIj, each of which contains a 
single transversely wai ted seed (F, '4) (family LuphorbUiceae). 

There aie several species of this genus in our islands, interesting 
because the apparent flower is really an aggregation of several 
males and one female, girt by an involucre of bracts margined by 
glands. Good characters for distinguishing the species are to be 
found in the shape of these glands and in the seeds, some of which 
are vtarted or wrinkled, or deeply pitted, 
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CYPRESS SPURGE 
Euplwrb^ cyparissias L. ( x 

Perennial with rather woody stems, bushy with densely leafy 
lateral branchlcts and full of milk-like juice; leaves rather like 
those of a pine tree (aciciilar), ir-l in long, veiy narrow and 
glaucous-green, with a single mid-nerve; no stipules; main stem 
ending in an uinbel-hke inflorescence below which younger 
bunches of flowers develop later; ‘flowei's’ (A, x 3) consisting of a 
pair of ovate, pointed bracts, wiihin these a cupular involucre 
bearing on its margin 4 >oung-moon-shaped yellow glands (A. 
x3); male Ihnvcis each consij'ting of one stamen Jointed in the 



middle (B, >'3-1;), and two rounded anther-lobes; female flowei m 
the middle, shortly stalked, and reduced to an ovary (C, ^4) with 
3 loculi and 3 shortly 2-Jobed styles; fruit (D, / 21) 3-lobcd, each 
lobe containing a single seed (L, a 3U, with a caruncle at the 
base (family Euphorbiaccov). 

Regarded as an introduced species from the continent of 
Europe, but well established among the native vegetation in dry, 
hilly pastures in many localities. 

The seeds of our nati\e species of Euphorbia are interesting, and 
afford very distinctive specific characters. 


210 



PORTLAND SPURGE 
Euphorbia portlandica L. (x^) 
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A dwarf perennial with many spreading branches, the latter 
rough below with the leaf scars; leaves (A, B, x25) alteinate, 
narrowly oblanceolate to obovate, toothed near the top, less than 
1 m. long; bracts below the mam umbel ovate-cordate; glands on 
the involucre (C, x2V) 4, half-moon-shaped; male flowers (D, 
A 6) few, female flower stalked, the ovary and capsule iinely 



warted (F, F, x 24 ) ; seeds (G, x 5) w^ih a lai ge ellipsoid caruncle, 
smooth (family Euphorhiaccae), 

A coastal species extending north as far as Ayr in Scotland; 
local in sandy and rocky places, found also in France, Spain, and 
Portugal. 

The plant used fni the first description of a speci®^ is called by botan- 
ists the type speaincu^ and llie locality in which it was found is known as 
the ciaisical Jocahtv {locus dassuu^). Very few spa'ics of flowering 
plants, however, were founded on specimens collected in Britain, be- 
cause most of our wild flowers weic first described fiom specimens col- 
lected* on the continent of Europe. {Conid. on p. 212.) 
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WOOD SPURGE 
Euphorbia amygdaloides L. (xi) 


Perennial, rather woody at the base, up to about 2 ft. high, often 
with several sterile shorter shoots at the base; stems green to 
crimson, exuding a milk-hke juice w'hen cut or bruised, softly 
hairy (pilose); leaves (A, x I ) crowded towards the upper part of 
the flowering stem, giadually mergei^ into smaller broader bracts, 
narrowly oblanceolatc and rather similar to those of a peach tree, 
about 3 in. long and \ m. broad, softly liaiiy below and on the 
margin; main stem terminated by an umbel of 5-0 rays bearing 
successive pairs of yellowish green involucres (E, x 21) composed 
of 2 united bracts, below the terminal umbel single peduncles in 
each leafy bract, each main involucre with 2 smaller stalked 
involucres; cyathiiim pilose within, bearing on the margin 4 
crescent-shaped glands with convergent horns; male flowers tC\ 
V 10) (each consisting of a single stamen) few; ovary (D, x5) 
(female flower) stalked; capsule (F, x2) 3-lobed, finely pu^lulate; 
seeds (F, \6) smooth, grey tfamjly Euphoi hiucecic). 

Ill shady woods and hedges, flowering in spring; locally some- 
what common throughout F'ngland and Wales, but lare m Lire 
and not found in Scotland, extends to the Caucasus imd soiitli to 
Algeria. 


Portland Spurge (amid.).-- 

Euphorbia port landu a has the di.stinction of having been fust collected 
on Portland Bill in Dorset. It was originally named by the famous Eng- 
lish botanist John Ray, who called it ‘Tithyinalus mantnnus minor, 
Porllandicus’. and he stated that it was ‘found in 1711 by the Reverend 
Mr. Stoncstreet in the narrow neck of Land which joyns Portland to 
Devonshire*. 

In his celebrated Species Plantautm (Species of Plants), the Swedish 
botanist Lmnueus in n53 reduced the name to two woids, Euphorhui 
portlandica^ after the custom which he did so much to establish, and his 
description reads as follows* 

‘Euphorbia umbclla quinqucfida* dichoioma, invoiuccllis cordalis, 
foliis lineari-lanceolatis obtusiusculis acuminatis reflcxis * - ‘Habitat in 
Angliae Devonsebire’, giving a sign that indicated the plant is a perennial. 

* Translation for very young readers: ‘Euphorbia with a five-rayed 
umbel; branches in paiis, little involucres cordate; leaves linear- 
lanceolate, rather obtuse, acuminate, reflexed’. 
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BLUE PHYLLODOCE 
Pkyllodoce caerulea (L.) Bab. ( X J) 


Small wiry shrublet, densely leafy; lower part of stems rough with 
the persistent bases of the leaf-stalks; young branchlets often 
purplish, shortly glandular; leaves (A, x2) very crowded, alter- 
nate, shortly linear, about \ in. long. 1 -nerved, finely toothed on 
the margin, otherwise smooth, the imdrib prominent below and 
finely rugose, the short petiole persistent; flowers pink to pur- 
plish blue, clustered in the leaf-axils in an umbel-like inflores- 
cence; pedicels slender, 1-1 ^ in. long, reaching 2 in. in fruil, crim- 
son and shortly glandular; calyx (B, x2) deeply 5-lobed, lobes 
glandular-hairy outside; stamens {C, y3J) 10, fiee from the 
bell-shaped 5-toothed coiolia; filaments nearly glabrous; anthers 



narrowl> oblong, opening by 2 terminal pores, without appen- 
dages; ovary (D, v?) 5-Iocular, with numcious ovules on axile 
placentas; style columnar, stigma lobulale; fiuit (h, > 21) an 
elect capsule opening by the partitions fscpticidally); seeds very 
small, margined (family Ericaceae), - Synonyms Bryanthm 
cacruleus (L ) Dippcl; Menzicski caerulea Sm. 

A very' rare species, in Britain found only on mountain heaths 
in Perthshire, Scotland, at about 2400 ft. altitude, flowering in 
July and August; widely distributed through Arctic Europe, 
northern Asia, and in North America. 

Phytlodoce is a small genus of 6 or 7 species distributed in 
North America, norihern Europe, and northern Asia, all being 
low evergreens with heath-like foliage and attractive flowers,* 
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MARSH- ANDROMEDA 
Andromeda polifolia L. ( xj) 
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A low shrublet up to 1 ft. high; old branches dark coloured with 
split bark; young branches glabrous; leaves evergreen, alternate, 
nearly sessile, oblanceolate, mucronate, 
up to li in. long and -J in. broad, dark 
green and shining above, very glaucous 
below and densely papillous, lateral 
nerves spreading, the margins strongly 
recurved; flo^\ers in a bunch at the end 
of the shoot, drooping, each stalk with 
a large ovale leathery biact at the base; 
no bracteoles on the stalks; calyx (A, 
xi) deeply 5-Jobed, lobes triangular; 
corolla pale pink, ovoid-globular, 1 in. 
long with 5 short recurved lobes, glab- 
rous; stamens (B, x7) 10, included in 
the tube, lilamenis hairy, anthers with 2 
long curved hoi ns on the back at the 
top; ovary (C, x5) 5-locular with 

several ovules in each loculus on 
an axrle placenta; style undivided, 
persistent in fruit: capsule (D, 3) 

opening by 5 slits down the middle 
of the chambcis (E, :'3); seeds (F, 
x9) scveiai, brown, smooth (family 
Et icaceac). 

Grows in peat-bogs in central Eng- 
land, southern Scotland, and in Eire, 
flowering during summer; widely dis- 
tributed around the northern hemi- 
sphere; lecogni/cd by the very glaucous 
lower surface of the leaves, the hunched 
pink flowers, and by the fruit, which 
opens by slits into the loculi (loculicidal 
dehiscence). 

The genus Andromeda is named after the mythical daughter of 
Cepheus and Cassiopeia, who, when bound to a rock and exposed 
to a sea-monster, was deliveied by Perseus, ft^embraccs only two 
species, the one here shown, and A. ^laucophylla Link, which 
grows wild in the eastern United States of North America. Its 
leaves are white-tomentose beneath and the pedicels are shorter. 
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ST DABEOC’S HEATH 
Dabeocia cmtabrica (Huds.) (x3) 


Low shrublet: branches with 
gland-tipped hairs; leaves al- 
ternate, elliptic to oblong- 
lanceolate, green and with a 
few gland-tipped hairs on the 
upper surface, covered with 
white, later yellowish, woo'Iy 
hairs below; flow ers pendulous 
in a slender terminal raceme, 
densely covered with sticky 
gland- tipped hairs; bracts 
linear, half as long as the 
pedicel; pedicels and calyx- 
lobes ( A , \ 5) covered wi th long 
gland-tipped hairs; corolla 
deep pink or crimson or some- 
times white, ovoid, nearly \ in. 
long, contracted be|pw the 4 
short recurved lobes; stamens 
(B, x4) 8, anthers brown- 
piiiple, opening by pores at 
the top; ovary (C, x 3) 4-locu- 
lar, with numerous ovules on 
axile placentas (D, /4); fiuit 
(L, s2) opening by the par- 
titions (seplicidal); seeds 
minute (synonyms Dabeocia 
{Dahoccia) polijolia and Men- 
zii sill po/i folia Sm ) (family 
Ericaceae) 

This IS an interesting rc- 
picscntalive of the Lusitanian 
flora in Britain, ll is found 
in Lire (in the counties of 
Galway and Mayo). A very 
closely related plant* (re- 
garded until recently by botan- 
ists as the same species) is 
found in the Azores Islands. 

* Dabeocia azonra Tutin and 
Waiburg. 
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SCOTCH HEATHER of LING 167 

Callwia vulgaris (L,) Hull (xf) 

A small shrublet sometimes up to 2 ft. or so high, but usually 
dwarfer. much branched; branches softly hairy with very short 
hairs; leaves opposite, 
arranged in 4 rows on 
the young shoots, very 
small, produced at the 
base belovv the point 
of insertion, softly hairy 
or at length glabrous; 
flowers (A, x3) ar- 

ranged in leafy lacernc^, 
small, each subtended 
by a Jew triangular 
bracts fringed with 
bans, sepals 4, coloincd 
pink like the corolla or 
very raicly while, dry' 
and scarious; coioiia 
(B, \ 3) deeply 4-Jobcd, 
much shorter than the 
calyx; stamens 8; an- 
thers (C, \4) >\ith 2 
tails at the base, open- 
ing by a long pore-like 
slit; ovary (D, / 4) 

depressed - globose, 
hairy; style .stout, pio- 
truding beyond the 
calyx; fruit a small cap- 
sule opening by slits between the loculi ; often dominant on moors 
with acid soils, and very common in Scotland; flowers from July 
to early September (tamily KrUaceae). 

The Scotch Heather »s a vciy valuable bec-plaiit, heather honey 
being gjcatly prefeired by some people. Beehives are a familiar 
sight on heather moors, to which they are transported before the 
heathei floweis open in late summer. Nectar is secreted by eight 
little swellings between the stamens at the base of the fiower. 
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168 CROSS-LEAVED HEATH 

Erica teitalix, L. (x|) 

A low shrublet branched from the base; branches pubescent; 
leaves (A, >;4) in whorls of 4, rather densely arranged, shortly 

stalked, rathei \ariable 
ill Width from narrow 
With the margins rc- 
cuTved to the midrib 
to broader and mark- 
edly papillous below 
(B, A 5), furnished also 
With rather long stiff 
hairs; flowers droop- 
ing in a terminal um- 
bel-like cluster; stalks 
bearing a leafy bract, 
sepals (C\ x4) oblong, 
linely hairy and w'lth a 
tcvv bristly hairs; coiol- 
la(D, < U) Jjibular but 
iiano\Ncd to each end, 
shortly 4-lobecl ; sta- 
mens 8, the anthers (F, 
N 2i) with 2 long ap- 
pendages at the base; 
ovary (E, x2) truncate 
at the top, pubescent; 
style a little longer than 
the corolla ; fruit with a 
very thin shell; often grows with the common heather but much 
less abundant, flowers in late summer (family Ericaceae). 

Pollination jg by bees. Tlie flowers arc nodding or pendulous 
and the nectar is secreted in a blackish aniuiiar ring around the 
base of the ovary. As the blackish sticky stigma occupies the 
mouth of the corolla or beyond it, an insect visitor hanging on to 
the corolla and piobing foi the nectar must first touch this, some 
of the sticky substance adhering to the proboscis. When it probes 
into the flower the anthers arc shaken by the insect touching the 
horn-like processes at ilieir base and the pollen falls on its head, 
adhering to the part made sticky. It is thus carried to another 
flower, when the process is repeated. As the proboscis of the 
honey-bee is rather short it commits burglary by using the hole 
made by other bees. 
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BELL HEATHER 
Erica clnerca L. ( x 

A low woody iindershnib, much branched from the base; stems 
very shortly hairy; leaves (A, x I J) usually 3 in a whorl, often 
with short shoots in their 
axils, very shortly stalk- 
ed, short and needle-like, 
acute, the margins re- 
curved and meeting to- 
gether on the lower sur- 
face; flowers (B, ^ m in 
interrupted clustei s in the 
upper part of the shoot 
and borne on short 
shoots; sepals h near- 
lanceolate, acute, keel- 
ed, with nariow mem- 
branous margins ; cor olla 
reddish purple, ovo>d m 
outline, about 1- hi 
long,gapingatthemouth 
and with 4 very small 
lobes; stamens (C‘, ' 5) 

8, inscited below the 
ovary and free from the 
corolla ; anthers included 
in the corolla - tube, 
opening by poies, with 
two toothed appendages 
at the base; ovary (O, 

X 5) globose, style sliorlly exserted Horn the corolla, with a term- 
inal head-like (capitate) stigma; capsule enclosed in the corolla- 
tube, with numerous minute seeds (family Ericaceae). 

This species flowers in summer and autumn, and covers large 
tracts of moorland country often in company with E telraltx L. 
(fig. 168) and the common healhei, Calhuui vitli^aris (L.) Hull 
(fig. 167). 

The nectar is secreted arounil the base of the ovary and the 
flowers are pollinated by insects as described under Erica tetralix 
(fig. 168), the bells being often perforated by humble-bees. 
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170 TKAILTNG LOISELEURIA OR AZALEA’ 
Loisehuria procumbcns (L.) Dcsv. ( x i) 

Much-branclied shrublet with procumbent stems and branches, 
the older parts rough with the scars of fallen leaves; leaves (A, 
x4) evergreen, opposite, numerous, and crowded on the younger 
crimson-tinged glabrous shoots, oblanceolate and tapered to a 
thick stalk, with a grooved midrib, above, and a very prominent 
thick midrib below, with the margins thick and strongly recurved, 
pubescent between the midrib and margins ; flowers (B, x 4) about 
3 at the ends of the short branchlets; stalks with 2 -3 leafy bracts 
at the base; caly^ (D, x 2) deeply 5-lobcd, lobes ovate-lanceolate, 
glabrous; corolla rose-pink, campanulatc, 5-Jobed to the middle. 



stamens (C, x 7) 5 , inserted on the disk surrounding the bottom of 
the ovary ; anthers opening by slits lengthwise , ovary ( D, 2) 2 -3- 
locular, with numerous ovules on large axile placentas (F, x 12); 
style with a disk-hke 3-lobed stigma; fruit a dry capsule, red, 
valves shortly split at the lop, calyx persistent ffamily Lricaccac), 
“ Synonym Azalea procumbcns L. 

Often forming a dense carpet in moorland and rocky places up 
lo nearly 4,000 ft in Scotland, to which it is confined in Britain; 
in Europe south to the Pyrenees. 

This is the only species of the genus which Linnaeus first 
assigned to Azalea, the latter now merged in Rhododendron. Loise- 
leiiria differs from RhodoiUmdron by the opposite leaves and the 
anthers opening by slits lengthwise and not by poics. 
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STRAWBERRY TREE 
Arbutus unedo L* ( X i) 


171 


Evergreen small tree or shrub with green ish-crimson branches 
finely puberulous when young; leaves alternate, shortly stalked, 
ovate-elliptic to oblong, more or less toothed, 2-3 in. long, thick, 
shining above; flowers in drooping terminal panicles; bracts small 
and thick, ovale; sepals 5, overlapping, ovate, thick, slightly hairy 
on the margin; corolla (B, y \i) greenish-white or tinged with 
pink, ovoid, shortly 5-lobed, about \ in. long; stamens (A, y 2i) 
10, Iree from but included in the corolla; anthers (C, x4) opening 
by terminal pores and with two horn-like appciidagcs at the back; 



ovary (D, x2J) scaled on a thick disk, 5-Iocular, with several 
ovules in each loculus (F, < 3); truil (F, x J) a red beiry, globular 
and densely warted all over, somewhat resembling a strawberry, 
hence the common name (family Ericaceae). 

This tree is found wild only in south-west Eire, where it flowers 
in autumn. It is of great interest to botanists, being one of a num- 
ber of plants which grow naturally only in the syoulh-westem parts 
of our islands as well as in Portugal or Spam. They represent the 
‘Lusitanian element' in our flora. The Strawberry tree occurs 
right around the Mediterranean as fiar east as Asia Minor, and it 
is also found in Morocco. 
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RED BEARBERRY 
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi L. ( x^) 


Low shrub wiih procumbent branches and ascending branchlets; 
branches covered with blackish flakey bark, branchlets shining, 

brownish green; winter- 


m 






bud-scales more or less per- 
ifl fu sistent; leaves (A, >14) 

/n li/ evergreen, crowded, oblan- 

ceolate, rounded at the 
A p apex, about 1 in. long, thick 

/n Vi leathery, shining on 

^ 1/1 surfaces and finely 

reticulate, the miargins 
f \'« if \ covered with short hairs 

y/ ^""'4 young; flowers (C, 

^ ir mm -1) drooping in shoi t ra- 

cemes at the ends of the 
W nv blanch lets; bracts ovate, 

s^( thick, about as long as the 

ihick flower-stalks: sepals 
(B, \24) 5, ofeilappiPg, 
B ^ lounded, fringed with very 

ll f short hairs: corolla ovoid, 

L yr*, about I in. long, contracted 

' below the 5 broad lobes; 

// ( \'”/ / LmM" stamens (D, x7) JO, con- 

\Cjf? // 3 k\ ^ ^ cealed m the corolla, fila- 

\w// ^ IV mcnls slightly hairy; am- 

AW^ ij jj ihcis opening by terminal 

pores and with 2 slender 
curved shortly hairy appe-ndages hanging from behind the apex; 
ovary (E, > Uj free fiom the calyx and surrounded by a thick lo- 
bulate disk, 5-locular, with 1 ovule in each loculus: style shorter 
than the corolla, undivided; fruit (F, ' IJ) a led shining berry 
about i in. diam. (family Ericaceae) 

Flowers in spring and is found only in moorland country in the 
north of England, Scotland, and Eue. 

Elsewhere it is widely distributed aiound the cooler paits of the 
northern hemisphere reaching as far south as New Mexico and 
northern California m North America. 

The berries ot‘ this plant are small and round, but they are 
mealy and too dry to be really pleasant, though they provide 
trommon food for moorland birds. 
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SALAL, SHALLON 
Gaiiltheria shalion Pursh ( xi) 
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Evergreen shrub naturalized in woodlands, forming a dense 
mass of stems and spreading by underground suckers; young 
branches reddish and bristly with gland-tipped hairs; leaves 
alternate, ovate-rounded, rounded or slightly cordate at the base, 
abruptly and shortly pointed, up to 3^ in. long and 2J in. broad, 
closely crenulate, reticulate, with about 4-5 pairs of lateral nerves, 
glabrous; howers (A, x li) in terminal often paired racemes with 
a cluster of bud-scales at the base ; bi acts ovate-ell iptic, persistent ; 
pedicels about -k in. long, glandular-hairy; calyx (B, x2i) white, 
5-lobed, glandular outside; corolla pinkish- white, o\oid, about 



■i in. long, nnely bnstly with gland-tipped liau'S, shortly 5-lobed; 
stamens (C, x2) 10, slightly attached to the base of the coiolla; 
filaments flattened, ciliate, anthers opening by terminal pores, 
with 2 deeply divided bristles behind the apex, ovary (D, >^5) 5- 
lohed and 5-l()cular, with numerous ovules on large axiie pla- 
centas; style slightly 5-fjd; fruit a juicy top-shaped berry enclosed 
by the persistent hairy calyx, dark purple, becoming black, with 
numerous minute seeds (family Ericaceae), 

A native of western North America, naturalized in moist shady 
woods, and useful among Rhododendrons, etc , as a cover for 
game; it appears as if wild in the New Foiesl, Leith Hill in Surrey, 
and dthcr places. 
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MARSH LEDUM 
Ledum palustre L. ( x +) 


Small erect shrub; branches densely covered with rust-coloured 
hairs; leaves (A, xlj) alternate, crowded, broadly and shortly 
linear, loosely covered with small sessile glands on the upper sur- 
face when young and very green, the margins much recurved and 
between them the lower surface densely rusty-hairy; stalk short, 
hairy; flowers white, arranged in a terminal umbel-like raceme 
from a winter bud as in Rhododendron; biacts large, obovate, 
rusty-hairy, and glandulai; pedicels slender, J in. long, rusty- 
pubescent; calyx very small; petals (B, /2\) 5, free, obovate- 
elliplic, veiny; stamens (C, ylk) 10, free from the petals; lila- 
ments sightly pilose near the base; anthers oblong, opening by 2 
joundigiiljpres at the top; ovary (D, x4) superior, 5-Jocu1ai (F, 
x7), ovules numerous on axile placentas; style neaily 

twice as ibng as the ovary ; stigma capitate, lobulalc ; fruit ( F, x 3) 
a septicidal capsule opening fiom below up\\ards; style per- 
sistent; seeds (G, x5) numt'ious, linear, with a tail at each end 
(family Ericaceae), 

Doubtfully native and probably naturalized in pejt bogs and 
boggy swamps in Scotland; circumpolar distribution in the noi th- 
em hemisphere. 

Ledum is a genus of three species which grow wild in the colder 
regions of the northern hemisphere. Ledon is the Greek name for 
Cistus (Rock Roses/. L palustre was introduced into cultivation 
in this country as long ago as 1762. Another species, L. groen- 
laridicurn Oeder, is known as Labrador Tea, and is a native of 
Noith America and Greenland. It isa very hardy and pretty shrub 
with white flow'ers and is the most commonly cultivated species in 
gardens in this countiy, flow'enng from the end of April until 
June. The third species, L, glajululosum Nutt , is confined to the 
western United States, and has failed to establish itself in cultiva- 
tion in Britain. 

The genus is quite closely related to Rhododendron, but is a 
more primitive type of the family Envaceae because the petals are 
free and not united into a tube as in Rhododendron. 

The family Eticatcae is related to the Tea family, Theaceae, 
through a smaller family CleiJuaccae, formerly included in the 
Ericaceae. In Clcthrnceae, however, the petals are free and not 
united into a tube as in most of the Ericaceae, a feature they have 
in common with Thcaceae. In all of them the stamens are inserted 
below the ovary (hypogynous) and are not attached to the corolla. 
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175 BILBERRY, BLUEBERRY, WHORTLEBERRY 

Vaccinium myrtillus L. ( x|) 


SmaU much branched erect glabrous shrublet up to about 1 ft. 
high; branchlets somewhat flattened but distinctly angular or 



almost winged; leaves 
deciduous, alternate, 
ovate-elliptic, very 
shortly stalked, minute- 
ly toothed (crenulate); 
flowers (A, > U) soli- 
tary in the leaf-a\ils, 
shortly stalked, pendu- 
lous; calyx combined 
with the inferior ovary, 
not lobed; corolla 
greenish and tinged with 
red, with a globose tube 
and short lobes; sta- 
mens (B, viJ) twice as 
many as corolla-lobes, 
free from Ae corolla; 
anthers (C, x3) with 
two longish horns at the 
back; ovary inferior; 
style stout, undivided; 
fruit (D, v]^) formed 
of iJie ovaiy and calyx 
united together, a glo- 
bose berry, blue-black 


and covered with a glaucous bloom like that of a black grape; 
seeds (E, <4) with a long slender embryo (family VucciHiaceue), 
Grows on mountain and hilly heaths and w^oods often with 
heather, berries an important food for grouse and used locally 
for tarts and jam. The flowers aie without odour, but are rich in 
nectar. This is secreted around the base of the style. The corolla 
hangs more or less downwards and only bees with a proboscis 
long enough to reach to its base are able to act as pollinating 
agents. When a b^ inserts its proboscis into the corolla it strikes 
against the horns on tlie back of the anthers, causing the pollen to 
fall out on to the visitor's head. When visiting another flower this 
is likely to be brushed against the stigma, which projects beyond 


the mouth of the corolla. 
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RED WHORTLEBERRY, COWBERRY 176 

Vaccinium vitis-^idaea L. ( X 4) 

A shrubJel with wiry procumbent stems rooting towards the base, 
younger parts minuteJy hairy; leaves evergreen, alternate, shortly 
stalked, obovatc to nar- 
rowly elliptic, rounded to 
slightly tapered to the 
base, rounded at the top, 
averaging about J in. long 
and 2 m. broad, rather 
thick, slightly dentate, 
with 3-4 pairs of lateral 
nerves, glabrous above, 
sparingly but minutely 
setulosc below; floweis 
(A, xH) in a short ter- 
minal curved or drooping 
bracteate raceme; bracts 
broad and boat-shaped, 

J in, long, calyx (B, > 3) 
of 4 ovate sepals borne on 
top of the inferior ovary, 
corolla white or pale rose, 
broadly tubular, 4-lobcd, about I in. long; lobes ovate, spreading; 
disk large and encircling the base of the style ; stamens (C, x 6) 8 ; 
lilaments hairy; anthers prolonged into Jong tubes at the apex 
With a hole at the top; ovary (D, a 5) inferior, 4-)ocular; style un- 
branched, exserted; berries about the size of red-currants but 
much darker in colour (family Vaaimaceae). 

Found on moors and heaths in the northern parts of Britain and 
Lire, flowenng in early summer; widely distributed across the 
northein liemisphere; m some parts valued for its edible berries. 
The curious specific name refers to Mount Ida, a celebrated moun- 
tain in Anatolia, Asia Minor. The daik red berries make an 
excellent jelly, considered to be far superior to that of red cur- 
rants for eating with game or venison. In Sweden they are much 
used with I oast meat. 

The family Vacciniaceae^ to which Vaccinium gives its name, is 
very closely related to Ericaceae, from which differs mainly in 
the inferior ovary, i.e. the ovary is below instead of above the 
calyx. The family is very numerous in South America. 
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m CRANBERRY 

Oxycoccus quadripetalus Gilib. ( xi) 

Tiny much-branched shrublet with very slender wiry creeping 
branches and very line roots; leaves (D. x 1 J) alternate, shortly 

stalked, ovate, rounded at 
the base, about i in. long, 
thick, shining above, paler 
and glaucous below, with 
markedly recurved mar- 
gins; flowers (A, xJJ) soli- 
tary or often paired or up 
to 4 at the ends of the 
branchlets, on slender 
shortly hairy stalks about 1 
in. long and bearing a pair 
of bracteoles (B, x5) just 
below the middle; sepals 
(C, xlj) 4, bioadcr than 
long, fringed with very 
short hairs; corolla deeply 
divided into** 4 rehexed 
lobes, pink, ovate-triangu- 
lar; stamens (E, x5) 8, 
erect around the slender 
undivided style; filaments 
thick, setiilose on the mar- 
tails and opening by holes 
(pores) at the top; ovary (F, x3) below tlic calyx (inferior), 
^locular, with about 3 ovules m each loculus, ascending from the 
base; fruit (G, x24) globose or pear-shaped, at first pale gieen, 
soon becoming red or speckled with brown, 4-locukir (synonym 
Vaccinium oxycoccus L ) (family Vaccimaceae), 

Grows in bogs and marshes on moors, often creeping amongst 
Sphagnum moss, in Scotland, the English Lake District, and 
Wales, becoming rarer farther south; also in Fire 

Oxycoccus IS usually included as a subgenus of Vaccinium. 
There are only three species, one of which, O. microcarpus Turez,, 
is found in bogs in Scotland from Perth to Inverness and widely 
distnbuted like O. quadripetalus; the third is O. macrocorpits 
(Ait.) Pers., which is introduced and naturalized here and there. 
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SMALL WINTERGREEN lH 

Pyrofa minot L. (x^) 

Rootstock perennial, decumbent, bearing long narrow chafiy 
scales amongst the leaf-stalks; leaves crowded towards the base 
of the stem, long-stalked, 
broadly elliptic to nearly 
orbicular, minutely tooth- 
ed on the margin, glabrous, 
very laxly veiny and with 
4-6 pairs of divided lateral 
nerves; flowers in a short- 
stalked raceme; bracts as 
long as the pedicels; calyx 
deeply 5-lobed; petals 5, 
while or pale pink, quite 
free, rounded ; stamens 
(A, x4) 10, not on the 
corolla; antheis opening 
by pores; ovary (B, xl V) 
depressed-globose, 5-locu- 
lar, With numerous ovules 
on axile placentas; style 
short, straight, with a 5- 
lobed stigma; fruit (C, 

D, X U) a 5-lobed cap- 
sule, opening by slits into the chambers, with the persistent style 
much shortei than the fruit; seeds (E, enlarged) numerous, very 
minute, shortly tailed at each end (family Pyrolaceae). 

Distinguished from other species by the style, which is shorter 
than the corolla and much shorter than the capsule (fruit); in 
woods and moist shady places mostly in Scotland and northern 
England; rare rn Eire; flowers during summer. 

Some species of Pyrola do not secrete nectar, and this is one of 
them. Instead, however, the 5 stigmatic lobes exude a sticky fluid 
which appears to be licked by insects before they search for pollen 
and thereby bring about cross-pollination. 

The Pyrolaceae was formerly often included in Bricaceae^ 

but is now generally regarded as distinct. As in Ericaceae^ the 
anthers open by pores, and the pollen-graing’are in tetrads. A 
striking feature of the fruit of Pyrola is that the margins of the 
valves are connected by web-like threads. 



229 



179 


LARGER WINTERGREEN 
Pyrola rotundifolia L. ( x i) 


Perennial herb with a very slender creeping rootstock; stems un- 
branched, up to 1 ft. high; leaves towards the base of the stem 



long-stalked, shaped like 
broad spoons, elliptic-or- 
bicular, entire or slightly 
toothed, 1-2 in. long and 
nearly as much broad, 
with 3-4 pairs of branch- 
ed lateral nerves, gla- 
brous; bracts narrow; 
fl(^wers drooping; sepals 
5, linear, about \ as long 
as the while corolla-lobes, 
the latter 5, greenish- 
white, free nearly to the 
ba.Nc; stamens (A, 8) 10, 
anthers opening by tei- 
niinal pores; ovary (B, 
\8) 5-locula^, with nu- 
merous ovules on axile 
placentas* fruit (C, x 3) a 
5-locular capsule, opening 
by sills lengthwise into the 
chanibeis. the persistent 
style longer than the fruit ; 
seeds (D, X 3) numerous, 
minute, shortly tailed at 
each end (family Pyro- 
laceae). 

A less common species 
than P. minor L. (fig. 1 78), 
and at once distin- 
guished from It by the 
style being longer than the 
corolla and longer than 
the fruit. The flowers, 
though slightly scented, 


are devoid of nectar. The style is at first directed downwards, so 
that the line of fall of the pollen from the porous anthers is well m 
front of the stigma; later the style bends upwards, so that auto- 


matic pollination may take place. 
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ONE-FLOWERED WINTEROREEN 180 
Moneses uniflora L. ( x i) 

Perennial herb with slender creeping rootstock; leaves in whorls 
of 3 or 4, stalked, rounded but very spoon-shaped together with 
the winged stalk, at most about } 
in. diam., tinely crenate, glabrous; 
flowers about J in. diam., solitary, 

(very rarely 2) on a long stalk (up to 
4 m. long), drooping, with a single 
elliptic bract towards the top (above 
the ruddle); sepals (A., x2) 5, 
rounded, closely denticulate ; petals 
5, white, slightly united at the base, 
broadly obu\'ale, veiny; stamens 
(B, X 3) 10, with large anthers, each 
lobe of which is broadly produced 
at the apex and ends tn a circular 
pore; ovary 5-locukir; style thick, 

Vr'ith a thick deeply lobed stigma; 
capsule depressed-globose, opening 
by sills down the middle of the 5 
loculi; seeds (D, x 12) elongated, 
reticulate (family Pyrohccac), - 
Synonym Pvrola uniflora L, 

A very raie plant, in Britain 
found only in Scotland, floweiing 
in June and July; ciicumpoJar in 
distribution. 

I’hc family Pyrolaccw was for- 
merly included in Eficaceac, but is 
now generally treated as distinct 
Theie are about eleven gcneia and 
about forty species, all in the boreal 
and temperate regions of the 
northern hemisphere. They are herbs oi low shiublets, sometimes 
parasitic and without chloiophyll, and are more advanced than, 
but clearly derived from the same slock as, the Ericaceae, 

When the flowers of this plant are visited by insects, owing to 
their drooping position, they brush lirst agaijist the stigma and 
directly afterwards against the anthers, which sprinkle the visitor 
with pollen and which they carry to another flower. If cross- 
pollination fails, however, self-pollination takes place when the 
floww becomes less pendant. 
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YELLOW BIRD*S-1SIEST 
Monotropa hypopitys L. ( x^) 


A saprophyte associated with mycorhiza on the roots of certain 
trees, chiefly beech, pines, and willows; stem simple, 6-9 in. high, 

covered with large slightly 
: overlapping yellowish scales 
^ about \ in. long, glabrous or 
slightly hairy, especially in 
the upper parts; no proper 
leaves: flowers pale yellow, 
arranged in a terminal brac- 
teate nodding raceme 2-3 in. 
long; bracts (A, X2) boat- 
shaped, toothed on the mar- 
gin; sepals (B, \2) and 
petals in the terminal flower 
5 each, in the lateral flowers 
only 4 of each; petals (C, 
x2) erect, pouched at the 
base and dentate at the top; 
stamens CD, ‘ : 4f as many as 
the petals; anthers opening 
outwards by a tiansverse 
slit, the lower half disk-likc; 
ovary (E, > 6) deeply 4- or 
5-lobed; style as long as the 
ovary, lobulate; fruit CG, 
> 2) a capsule opening by 
slits lengthwise in the middle 
of the chambers; seeds (H, 
X 10) tailed at each end, le- 
liculate (family Munotro- 
paccac). 

This family, represented 
by a single species in our 
flora, which is widely distri- 
buted in the north temperate zone, was formerly included in the 
Heath family, Ericaceae, to which it is no doubt related through 
Pyrolaceae, Nectar is secreted at the base of the ovary and lodged 
in the fleshy base of the petals, which are shallowly pouched. In- 
sect visitors first touch the stigma, making their head or proboscis 
sticky with stigmafic fluid to which pollen adheres and is carried 
to another flower. 
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LAPLAND DIAPENSIA 
Diapensia tapponica L. ( X^) 


182 


Densely tufted woody perennial forming small clumps; leaves 
thick and leathery, crowded along the short shoots and often 
forming rosettes, spathulate, in. long, l-nerved above, gla- 
brous, becoming recurved; flowers single m the middle of each 
rosette of leaves, stalked, the stalk with 1 or 2 large bracts with 
thin margins and usually 3 similar bracts below the calyx; sepals 
(A, X 2) 5, free to the base or nearly so, greenish yellow, broadly 
oblong, slightly jagged across the top, about i in. long; corolla 
(B, \ I) white, widely tubular, longer than the sepals, 5-lobed 
nearly to the middle, Jobes rounded; stamens 5, inserted below 
and between the corolla-lobes: filaments wide and flat; anthers 
cordate, exserted; ovary (C, x2) superior, 3-Jocular (D, x3J); 
style stout, slightly 3-lobed; ovules numerous on axile placentas; 



fruit a capsule (E, xl^), opening into the loculi (ioculicidal); 
seeds (F, x6) several, obliquely quadiangulai (family Diapefh 
i^iaceae). 

Occurs in aictic and alpine subarctic regions of the northern 
hemisphcie, but not in the mountains of central Europe; un- 
known in this country (except under cultivation) until July 1951, 
when It was discovered at about 2,500 ft. in the mountains of 
Inverness, Scotland, growing amongst stones and gravel, in 
flower in June and July.* If truly native, and so far there is no 
evidence to the contrary, this remarkable discovery added a 
family not hitherto represented in the flora of Britain. 
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183 ST JOHN’S WORT 

Hypericum perjoratum L. ( x -|) 

Perennial with short runners and erect glabrous 2-ridged stems up 
to li ft.; leaves opposite, sessile, ovate-oblong, 3-nervcd from 

the base, entire, marked 
with transparent dots 
and sometimes a few 
black spots below (A, 
3); flowers in a ter- 
minal leafy cyme, the 
oldest flower terminating 
the main and lateral 
shoots; sepals 5, lanceo- 
late, entire, marked with 
a few gland-dots or glan- 
dular lines; petals (B, 

' 2), twice as long as 
the sepals, free, many- 
nerved and margined 
with glands; stamens 
(C, x2i) numerous, 
shortly united into 3 
bundles; anthers (D, 
^ 7) rounded, tipped by 
a globular gland; ovary 
superior (E, x3), with 3 
slender free styles, 3- 
locular, with numerous 
ovules attached to the 
central axis (F); fruit (G, ' 2) divided into 3 segments, marked 
with glandular globules outside; seeds (H, x3) finely reticulate; 
flowers in summer and autumn; (H, cross-section of stem show- 
ing ridges) (family Hyper icaccae). 

St John’s Wort is easily recognized by the opposite, entire (not 
toothed) leaves, which if held up to the light show a number of 
small transparent dots, and by the stamens being united into 
bundles or phalanges as they aie called. There arc no stipules. 
'JThere are many handsome garden plants among the numerous 
species of this widely spread genus. The 3 spreading styles are 
placed between the bundles of stamens and the anthers do not 
touch the stigmas, so that cross- and scll-pollination depend on 
insect visitors. 
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UPRIGHT ST JOHN^S WORT 
Hypericum pulckrum L. (xi) 


1«4 


Perennial with slender erect glabrous rounded stems; leaves (A, 
X 1 i) opposite, sessile, ovate, cordate at the base, rounded at the 


apex, m. Jong, those on 
the lateral shoots much 
smaller, with transparent 
glands towards the mar- 
gins; flowers rather few 
in a loose oblong cyme, 
the lower stalks the longest, 
usually 3-flow'ered ; sepals 
(B, \1) 5, obovatc, fringed 
with sessile black glands; 
petals (C, xH) yellow, nar- 
rowly obovate, about i in. 
long, margined with sessile 
black glcinds; stamens (D, 
" 2) shortly united into 
bundles; anthers red; ovary 
(E, x2J) glabrous, 3-locuIar, 
with 3 slender styles ncaily as 
long as the stamens; rniit a 
capsule wrapped in the per- 
sistent petals; seeds (F', ';?) 
narrowly oblong, finely pit- 
ted (family Hvpvncaccac), 

This species fa\ours dry 
woods, and open heaths 
and waste land, llowering m 
summer; it is widely dis- 
persed over Europe. 

Different theories are held 



by botanists as to whether the bundles of stamens so common in 
this family are due to fusion or to branching. In most British text- 
books they are described as being fused, thus implying that their 
ancestral types had free stamens. This view is held by the present 
author, because the fusion of stamens is a common tendency in 
many families, and he sees no reason for an exception to be made 
for the family Hypericaceae. 
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19$ CREEPING ST JOHN’S WORT 
Hypericwn humifusum L. ( xi) 

Low decumbent, much-branched herb, sometimes forming dense 
spreading tufts; rootstock, perennial, but sometimes flowering in 
the seedling stage; stems slender, green or suffused with dull crim- 
son, rounded and without ridges, glabrous ; leaves (A, x 2) sessile, 
opposite, broadly elliptic, rounded at each end, pale glaucous- 
green, glabrous, with about 3 pairs of transparent nerves and with 
numerous transparent dots, besides a few black glands below 
along the margin; flowers in short, loose, leafy cymes; pedicels 



suffused with crimson; a jiair of small Icaf-likc bracts below each 
flower; sepals (B, x 3) 5, shortly united at the base, unequal-sized, 

2 larger than the others, all slightly toothed and with here and 
there a small black gland; petals (C, x4) 5, free, rich cream-yel- 
low, With streaks of red outside, about 5 mm, long, with a few 
small black glands on the margin; stamens (D, x 5) about 15, in 

3 bundles; ovary (E, x5, F, x7) 3-locular; styles 3, between the 
bundles of stamens; fruit a capsule wrapped in the dry persistent 
petals and by the sepals (family Hypericaceae). 

This pretty little plant grows m a variety of places, stony heaths, 
and bogs, fields, and waste places, sometimes on lawns; it flowers 
from early summer until the autumn. The flow'crs do not open in 
unfavourable weather, and automatic self-pollination then takes 
place. 
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TUTSAN 

Hypericum androsaertium L. { X J) 


186 


A glabrous shrub; stems and branches pale green and often tinged 
with crimson, with 2 narrow wings running down between the in- 
sertion of the leaves; leaves opposite, spreading, sessile, ovate, not 
pointed, rounded at the base, averaging about 3 in. long and 2 in. 
broad, green above, paler below, the margin sometimes tinged 
with crimson, nerves running parallel with the margin; flowers 
few in terminal cymes, the middle one opening first, usually 3 on 
each branch; sepals m bud tinged with crimson, 5, unequal-sized, 
usually 2 smaller than the others, gland-dotted, not toothed ; petals 



5, forming a fruit-Jil.c body in bud, at length spreading, yellow; 
stamens (A, xU) numerous, united into 5 bundles; ovary (B, 
X 1 J) globose, with 3 free iccuned styles; ovules numerous on 3 
placentas on the walls of the o\'ary (C, y 3); fruit a black berry, 
globose, partially 3-locular (family Hypencaceac). 

Found m woodlands and hedges in the south of England and 
the west of Scotland, local and lathcr rare, flowering in summer. 
A useful plant for shady places in the garden. 

The curious name, Tutsan, is a corruption of toute-saine (heal- 
all) and lelers to the many curative piopeiUcs the plant was once 
supposed to possess. 



187 IMPERFORATE ST JOHN’S WORT 
Hypericum duhium. Leers (xi) 

Perennial herb with erect 4-angled stems (A) up to 2 ft. high; 
leaves opposite, sessile, elliptic, or oblong-elliptic, rounded at the 

base, 1-1 \ in. long and up 
to 1 in broad, glabrous 
except for a few black dots 
around the margin (B, 
x^J), the main nerves 
mostly ascending from the 
base; flowers numerous m 
a terminal leafy corymb; 
bracts leafy; sepals 
(C, x2) 5, oblong, a little 
toothed towards the apex, 
nerved lengthwise and mi- 
nutely doited; petals (D, 
>1) 5, yellow, narrowly 
obovatc, veiny and with 
a few unequally Jong 
resinous lines here and 
there; stamens (H, x3) 
numerous in 3 bundles; 
anthers (F, 'v9) with a 

large black gland behind 
the apex; ovary (G, x IH) 
3-Jobed, 3-locular, with 3 
free styles and numerous 
ovules on axilc placentas 
(H, x2); fruit a 3-valved capsule, sti caked with glandular lines 
(family Hypcricaceae). 

Recognized from the rather similar H. perforatum L. nig 183) 
by thc4-angJcd stems, and from H, quadranyiiiliim L. by the blunter 
sepals; flowers in summer and autumn. 

Generally spread over England, southern Scotland, and Eire, 
but not so common as H. perjoratnm. 

Hypericum is the ancient Greek name of obscure meaning. 
There arc over two hundred sjvecic^, mostly in temperate and 
subtropical regions of the northern hemisplrere. All have opposite 
or whorled leaves without stipules, and often dotted with trans- 
parent glands; a feature of the flowers are the stamens united at 
the base into bundles. 
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HAIRY ST JOHN*S WORT 

Hypericum hirsutum L. (x^) 


188 


Erect, narrowly branched perennial herb up to about 2 ft. high, 
softly hairy all over, especially the stems, the latter not angular; 


leaves (A, xl) oppo- 
site, sessile or nearly so, 
connected by a crim- 
son line at the base across 
the stem, ovate-lanceo- 
late, rounded at the apex, 
the largest about 2 in. 
long and I in. bioad, veiy 
shortly and thinly hairy 
on both surfaces, with a 
few ascending nerves, 
gJa nd-dotted ( glands 
seen best if held up to a 
bright light); Howeis m a 
leafy terminal panicle; 
bracts and the 5 sepals 
similar and margined 
with large black glands 
(B, x2), the sepals (C, 
> li) ribbed; petals (D, 
X 1) 5, pale yellow, mute 
than twice as long as the 
sepals; stamens (L, \4) 
in bundles of about JO 
each; ovaiy (F, A2i) 
glabrous; styles 3, slen- 
der; fruit (G, r 2) .split- 
ting into 3 parts; seeds 
numerous, very small 
(family Hyper icaceae). 

Flowers in summer in 
woods, and is locally 
abundant; distributed 
from Europe to western 
Asia. 
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189 MARSH OR BOG ST JOHN’S WORT 

* Hypericum elodes L. ( x i) 

Aquatic or semi-aquatic perennial herb with often unbranchcd 
leafy shoots up to about 1 ft. long; stems softly pubescent; leaves 

(A, X 1) opposite, gradu- 
ally increasing in size up- 
wards, sessile, rounded, or 
broadly elliptic, entire, 
averaging about 1 in. 
diam., about 7-nerved 
from the base, softly pu- 
bescent on both surfaces; 
flowers few, arranged in 
an axillary cyme towards 
the top of the shoots, the 
petals spirally twisted in 
bud (B, X 2) : bracts small, 
margined with glandular 
teelli; sepals (C, x3) 5, 
narrowly ovate, margined 
with shorfty stalked 
glands; petals 5, yellow, 
nearly 3 times as long as 
the sepals, finely nerved; 
stamens (D, \4) united 
into 3 separate bundles; 
ovary (E, y4) 3-locular, 
with 3 fiee styles and nu- 
merous ovules on axile placents (F, x 10) (family Hyprricaceae). 

Flowers in summer in bogs, ditches, and pools on wet moors; 
locally common; widely distributed in Europe. The flowers have 
a very strong and disagreeable odour, especially noticeable in hot 
weather. 

The species is easily recognized by the shaggy downy hairs on 
the stem and leaves, and from the fact that il grows in swampy 
places. 

The base of the yellow petals bears a split scale which probably 
secretes nectar, and above these scales, between the bundles of 
stamens, there are small tongue-like bifid glands, probably modi- 
fied stamens, which may also secrete nectar. In the bud stage the 
petals are spirally twisted, as shown in fig. B. 
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HOLLY 190 

Ilex aqnifolium L, ( x |) 

An erect much-branched evergreen tree or large bush; stem 
smooth, dark green; leaves alternate, shortly stalked, ovate or 
elliptic in outline, but 
often rather deeply lob- 
ed, the lobes ending in a 
sharp prickle, often the 
upper leaves of a tree 
quite entire, leathery m 
texture and dark green ; 
flowers (A, y i\) in 
small axillary dusters, 
shortly stalked, some- 
times unisexual; calyx 
of small short lobes; 
petals white, obovate, 
united at the base into a 
very short tube (B, 

X H); stamens as many 
as the petals and in- 
serted between them on 
the inside of the tube; 
no disk; ovary 4-locu- 
lar, with one pendulous 
ovule in each division; 
stigmas 4, forming a disk-like plaic on the top of the ovary; fruit 
(C', > j) a red berry enclosing 4 little stones each containing a seed 
(C, ylk) (family Aquifoliaceac). 

The common Holly should be the least troublesome tree to 
identify, as it is so well known in connexion with Christmas fes- 
tivities. Few people, however, are familiar with the flowers, which 
are produced in spring. The wood of the holly is very hard and 
is the lightest in colour of our native timbers. It is therefore valu- 
able in marquetry work. Bird-lime may also be made from holly 
bark. Holly is much used as a hedge plant for it bears cutting 
extremely well, and there arc many beautiful holly hedges in 
Britain. J have myself found the branches very effective in re- 
moving soot from the chimneys of my bungalow. The well-known 
Mate or Paraguay tea is obtained from a South American species 
of this genus, Ilex paraguemis St Hil, 



1 ( 1 ) 
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m CROWBERRV 

Empetrum m^rum L, ( xi) 

A low decumbent much-branched shmblet; older branches rough 
with the persistent bases of the leaves; leaves (A, x 3) crowded on 

the shoots, evergreen, 
thick, scarcely i in. long, 
flat on top, the edges 
rolled back and exposing 
only the midrib below; 
flowers (B, C, x3) poly- 
gamous, axillar>, sessile; 
sepals 3, free, narrowly 
oblong; petals 3, free, 
oblong -obovatc, glab- 

rous; stamens 3-4, alter- 
nate with the petals; 
anthers extrorse; ovary 
superior, globose, 3 -bi- 
locular (D, '.5); stigmas 
6 01 more, ladiating; 
ovule soljtarf in each lo- 
culus, erect; fruit (Fi, x ]) 
a small black bcrry-like drupe, containing several I -seeded stones, 
seeds with a narrow embryo and copious endosperm (family hni- 
petraceae), " 

Common on mountain heaths and in bogs, especially in north- 
ern Britain; generally distributed in the colder parts of the 
northern hemisphere. 

The genus is characten/ed by its heathci-Iike <ei icoid) habit and 
by its rolled leaves, which show a deep furrow on the lower sui- 
facc. The margins are rolled back so closely that they nearly touch, 
and they are locked together by numerous hairs. The actual lower 
surface of the leaf is ihu:^ quite hidden and is clothed with 
glandular hairs. 

Tlie flowers of this species have as a rule been described as 
polygamous, i.e. bisexual and unisexual flowers on the same or on 
different individuals of the same species I'here are many such 
plants scattered through several families in different parts of the 
world which have this characteristic. J. Lange in 1880 called the 
plants with purely bisexual flowers E, nigrum forma hermaphro- 
dita. This seemed sufficient, but Hagerup in 1926 raised this form 
to specific rank and called it E. hermapkroditum, and he has been 
followed in the latest Flora, 
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SPINDLE TREE tft 

Euonymus europaem L< ( x |) 

A shrub up to about 6 ft, high, much branched, with short twiggy 
branchlets, leaves deciduous, opposite, rather small at flowering 
time, but increasing in fruit to about 3 in long and H in. broad, 
elliptic, acutely and gradually pointed, closely but obscurely 
toothed (crenulate), glabrous, lateral nerves about 7-8 pairs, 
looped and branched within the margin ; flowers in little axillary 
cymes, about 3 flowers on each common stalk, the middle flower 
(B, ' opening first, yellowish green, sepals 4, green, rounded; 



petals 4, oblong, o\ei lapping in bud (A, 2) , stamens (C, X 3) 4, 

inserted on a thick disk, anthers facing outwards, ovary hidden m 
the disk, with a short undivided style, fruits (D, x|) usually 4- 
lobed, red to pink, opening into the lobes, the seeds covered by a 
yellow fleshy anl (family Cclastraceae) 

The Spindle Tree is poisonous in all its parts The wood is hard 
and used for making butchers' skcweis, and it makes, excellent 
artists’ charcoal In addition to the flowers shown, unisexual ones 
also occur, with vestiges of the opposite sex. (5ross-poIlination is 
effected by insects, the anthers, which face outwaids, opening be- 
fore the stigmas are receptive. Nectar is secreted m the fleshy disk 
sur^unding the base of the style. 
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193 MISTLETOE 

Vhcim album L* ( x i) 

ShrubJet parasitic on various trees ; stems woody, repeatedly forked 
like a catapult, very brittle and easily broken at the joints; leaves 

opposite, rather obliquely 
oblanceolate, lounded at 
the apex, narrowed to the 
base, about 11-2 in. long, 
and up to 1 m. broad, 
thick, 3-5-nerved length- 
wise; flowers very small 
and inconspicuous, uni- 
sexual, the males ^ 3) 
on one plant, the females 
(B, x3) on another (di- 
oecious), almost sessile in 
the forks ot the bran- 
ches; males few together 
in a cup-shaped fleshy 
bract; calyx not evident; 
petals 4, caLliMith an an- 
ther attached to Us face, 
the anthers opening by 
several small pores; fe- 
male flowers with the 
calyx united to the ovary 
and not apparent; petals 
very small; stigma sessile, tr uit (C, v ]) a while semi-transparent 
globose berry containing a single seed (family Lonuuhaccac), 
Common in southern and western England but becoming raie 
further north; fruits ripe at C’hnstmas; widely distributed intc> 
Asia. 

Clusters of Mistletoe, w'ith their forked branches, pale yellow 
green leaves and dear white berries may often be observed in 
winter-time perched on deciduous trees, especially in the southern 
counties of England, often on Poplar and Lime trees. The small 
yellow flowers appear from March to May. At no time rn its 
life is the Mistletoe nourished by the soil, but derives all its food 
from the tree on which it grows. It is therefore truly parasitic and 
not just epiphytic. 
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BASTARD TOADFLAX 
Thesium humifusum DC. (xD 


194 


A perennial herb with a woody rootstock; stems annual, procum- 
bent or ascending, ribbed, glabrous, up to 1 ft. long; leaves alter- 


nale,linear, l-nerved,upto 
1 in. Jong, glabrous; flow- 
ers (A, X 5) small, in ter- 
minal sometimes 1 -sided 
racemes; stalks about i in. 
long, with 3 leaf-like 
brads at the top; calyx 
above the ovaiy (su- 
perior), of 5 ovate-tri- 
angular greenish-yellow 
sepals not overlapping in 
bud, each with a pair of 
infiexcd lobes towards the 
base; no petals; stamens 
5, opposite the sepals; 
ovary inferior (below the 
calyx), 1 -Jocular, with 2 
pendulous ovules on a 
long basal placenta (B, 
x6); Iruit (C, '^'41 a small 
green nut crowned by the 
calyx, rcticuJately nerved; 
seed (D, x 3) solitary (fa- 
mily Santalaccae). 

J'ound in chalky mead- 
ows and pastures in the 
southern counties of b ng- 
land, growing on the roots 
ol various other plants 
and not easy to detect; 
llowers all the summer; 



widely distributed from Fin ope to Asia. It is the only British 
lepresentative of an otherwise mi»stJy tropical and subtropical 
family, very abundant in southern Africa. 


This plant bears a great superficial resemblaiiice to Sclerantfius, 
a genus belonging to the J'amily lUecehtGceae, lit the latter, how- 
ever, the leaves are opposite and the ovary is free from the calyx. 
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tp ALDER BUCKTHORN, BLACK ALDER 
Frm^ula alnus Mill. < x|) 

A shrub; branches alternate, without thorns, hairy when young; 
winter buds not covered with scales; leaves broadly elliptic to obo- 

vate, rounded at the base 
triangular at the apex, 
li-2 in. long, entire, 
glabrous above, pubes- 
cent on the nerves below 
when young, lateral 
ner\es about 7 pairs, 
fine, looped within the 
margin and with tine 
cross nerves; stipules 
soon falling off; flowers 
(B, xli) bisexual, sev- 
eral in each Jeaf-axil; 
stalks hairy; buds (A) 
angular; sepals 5, united 
in the lower half, ovate, 
valvatc iri^bud; petals 
5, small and narrow, 
embracing the 5 sta- 
mens, one opposite each 
,petal: antliers 2-locular, 
facing and curved in- 
wards; ovary (C, n 2) 
in the base of the calyx 
and surrounded by nec- 
tar, 3-locular; style undivided, fruit (D, ' U) globose, black 
when ripe, about i in. diam. (synonym Rhamnus fian^ida L.) 
(family Rhamnaccae) 

Compared with the drawing of Rhamnus cat hart ica L., shown 
in fig. 196, it will be seen that the species described above differs 
in having bisexual flowers, with 5 sepals, 5 petals, and 5 stamens. 
On account of these differences the Alder Buckthorn is now often 
referred to a separate genus, Frungnla. 

The anthers are ripe bcfoie the stigma of the same flower is 
receptive, so that cross-pollmation is effected when insects visit to 
suck the nectar, which is secreted within tiie base of the calyx and 
around the ovary. 
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BUCKTHORN 

Bhanmus catkartica L. (tnale flowering shoot, x|) 


t% 


Shrub with numerous spreading branches, the branchlets often 
ending in a short stiff thorn; leaves deciduous, elliptic or ovgte- 
elliptic, increasing in size when the fruits develop (A, X|), 
pu^scent on the nerves below to glabrous or nearly so, shorfty 
toothed (serrulate) on the margin; flowers green, unisexual, 
dioecious, borne in clusters at the base of the young shoots, the 
males (B, x 2J) on slender stalks (pedicels); sepals 4, united into 
a tube at the base, lanceolate, 3-nerved; petals (C, x3i) 4, very 



small and narrow, inserted at the mouth of the calyx-tubc, each 
with a stamen opposite; stamens longer than the petals; anthers 
facing inwards (introrse); ludimcntary ovary at the base of the 
calyx- tube; female flowers with rudiments of stamens and smaller 
petals; ovary (D, x 3), with a 3-4-lobed style and 1 erect ovule in 
each loculus; fruit (E, x *) black, about the size of a pea (family 
Rhamnaceae). 

Owing to the two sexes being separate, cross-pollination by in- 
sects is essential; the fact that each sex possesses rudiments of the 
other shows that tlie ancestral slock of this sp^ies had bisexual 
flowers, as are found in the related gtnm Franj^ula (fig. 195). The 
wood makes excellent gunpowder and charcoal, and the berries, 
which are poisonous, produce sap green for watercolours. 
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197 SEA-BUCKTHORN, SALLOW-THORN 
Hippophac rhamnoides L. (Xi) 

A sJirub or sitiall tree rather like a willow but covered all over with 
sUvery scales (lepidote): axillarj/ shoots mostly ending in a stout 

spine; leaves alternate, 
linear or linear-lanceo- 
late, entire, glabrous or 
thinly scaly above, densely 
so below; flowers dioeci- 
ous (male and lemalc on 
sepal ate plants), the males 
(D, yl) in axillary clus- 
ters resembling catkins, 
the female (A, x 2) soli- 
tary; male flowers very 
small, consisting of a 
calyx of 2 small segments 
and 4 stamens with 
oblong anthers; female flowers crowded, the tubular calyx 
minutely 2-lobed at the top becoming juicy, blown or yellow, 
berry-like (Ai, x2j around the tiue fruit (B, :'2);^tylc short, 
exserted (family Elaea^naccae). - C, vertical section of seed, \'3. 

A maritime plant confined to the coasts of some of the eastern 
counties, flowering in spring: extentls into Russian Asia and in 
Europe as far iiorth as the Baltic. 

When growing wild on sea cliJfs and sand hills, this species is 
usually a small thorny- branclied sliiub But wdicn cultivated it 
sometimes becomes a lice with a thick woody trunk up to 20 ft, 
hi^ with numerous irregular branches 

Most members of the Llacagnus family, to which the Sea-Buck- 
thorn belongs, are clothed wulh peltate and star-shaped hairs. The 
peltate hairs consist of a large number of narrow ray-cells spread- 
ing from a central core or shield. 

The roots of the Sea-Buckthorn arc long and straggling and 
assist in binding the loose sea-sand in which it flourishes. The 
leaves resemble those of some willows and are silvery white which 
makes the bush very ornamental. Though the flowers are small 
and inconuspicuoas the fruits are of a bright orange colour when 
ripe and remain on the bush most of the winter. In parts of Europe 
they are used to make jelly, though in some districts they are 
considered to be poisonous. 
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MAPLE 

Acer campestre L. ( X J) 


198 


Tree with a rounded head with dense dark green foliage, often in 
hedges and then sometimes bushy : leaves opposite, the base of the 
stalks meeting around the branchlets; stalk slender; blade cordate 
at the base, divided nearly to the middle into 5 (rarely 3 or 7) lobes, 
lobes entire or slightly lobulate, pubescent beneath especially at 
the base of the radiating main nerves ; flowers in cymes terminat- 
ing short lateral hranchicts, greenish, the lateral male (A, x 2), the 
terminal flovscr female (B, - 2); sepals usually 5, narrow, and not 
very difleient fiom the petals and inseited around a fleshy ring- 



like disk; stamens about 8, niscrled wiihm the disk w^hich is 
covered with minute drops of nectar* ovary rudimentary in the 
male flower, spreading within the disk in ihc female and 2-locular; 
styles 2, divergent, fruit (C\ ^ separated w'hen ripe into 2 parts, 
spreading horizontally, each produced into a large veiny thin wing 
(‘key’); seeds 1 or 2 in each part; found wild as far north as the 
Tyne, extending in Luropc eastwards as far as the Caucasus; the 
wood IS beautifully marked and, when available, is employed for 
furniture and veneers, and turned mlo bowls, cups, etc.; a second 
species, A. pscudo-plutaHN,s L., the Sycamore or J^lane Tree (fig. 
199), IS introduced, and reaches a height of about 100 ft., has more 
toothed leaf-segments, slender pendulous racemes, and the ‘keys' 
of the fruit are less spreading; the timber is valuable (D, cross- 
sectiOB of ovary, x 4) (family Accraceac). 
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W : SYCAMORE, PLANE TREE 

Ac€)r pseudoplatanus L* ( X i) 


A tree with a thick stem up to 100 ft. high and 20 ft. in circumfer- 
ence; bark fissuring and scaling off in large strips from old trunks; 
leaves opposite, 5-lobed, with as many nerves radiating from the 
base, loi^s toothed on the margins; no stipules; flowers (A, x2) 
small in loose oblong pendulous racemes; sepals 5, overlapping in 
bud ; petals 5, as long as the s?pals; stamens (B, x 2) about 8, in- 
serted on a large fleshy disk below the ovary; anthers rounded; 
ovary (C, x 2) with 2 lateral humps, 2-locular, each loculus with 2 
ovules suspended from the inner angles; style 2-lobed, lobes 
spreading; carpels (D, x 1 ) winged, the two wings more or less 
forming a right angle and separating when ripe into two parts 
(‘keys’); seeds 1 or 2 in each carpel, without endosperm (family 
Acemceae). 

Not a native tree but extensively planted and an often con- 
spicuous feature of the landscape; grows wild from the Pyrenees 
east to the Caspian Sea, The wood is light in colour and moder- 
ately hard, and the timber is valuable, especially as a veneer. It has 
been used for making large i oilers for cotton-dyeing and washing 
machines, dairy utensils, mangles, brushes, toys and turnery, and 
for bobbins and many other articles. It reaches itst greatest size in 
the more hilly parts of England and Scotland, and is not affected 
by frost. 

It is often found in hedges and frequently planted near houses, 
affording during summer a bioad and pleasant shade with its 
spreading leafy Doughs; gales usually leave it unbatmed, even 
near the sea. 

The tree is very attractive when in young leaf in early spring 
with the green foliage emerging from the small pink scjilcs which 
have protected them during the winter. In autumn the reddish 
winged seed-vessels and the fading leaves give colour to many a 
landscape. 

In a wild stale the Sycamore is remarkably constant in foliage, 
only one well-marked geographical form being known, var. v/V- 
hsa^ with leaves pubescent all over the lowei surface and the fruits 
more or less densely hairy with broadei wings. Elwes and Henry, 
authors of those gi eat books. The Trees of Great Britain ami Ire- 
land^ describe no less than 19 varieties which occur in cultivation. 

In some parts of Britain this tree attains a very great size, some 
over 100 ft, hi^ and as much as 17^ ft. in girth, with a clear bole 
of some 30 ft. 
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PRIVET 

Ligiistrum vulgare L. (x^) 


A much-branched shrub with slender whip-like branchlets; leaves 
opposite or nearly so, shortly stalked, lanceolate to oblong- 
eUiptic, rounded or tapered to an acute point, more or less acute 
at the base, entire, glabrous and with very obscuic nerves; no 
stipules; flowers (A, '<2) scented, crowded in pyramidal panicles 
at the ends of the branchlets; lower bracts somewhat leafy, upper 
small and awl-shaped (subulate^ ; calyx cupular, minutely toothed ; 



corolla white, shortly tubular wiih 4 or rarely 5 obovate lobes, 
stamens (B, k 3) 2 or rarely 3, inserted in the corolla-tube but pro- 
truding from It; ovary (C, / 3) superior, 2-locular, with 2 pendu- 
lous ovules (D, X 5) in each loculus; style undivided, with an ob- 
long stigma ; fruit a purple-black globose berry (H, x - 5 ) about i in. 
diam., 2-Jocular, loculi 1-2-seeded (family Olcaceae). 

Grows in hedges and woods, especially on chalk downs, extend- 
ing into western Asia, often employed as a hedge. 

Nectar is secreted by the ovary and stored in the base of the 
corolla-lube. 
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ASH 

Fraxinus excelsior L. ( x }) 
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A tall handsome tree with elegant deciduous foliage; branches 
opposite; leaves opposite, pinnate, with 3-5 pairs of opposite leaf- 
lets, these lanceolate 
or ovate-lanceolate, 
acute or pointed, 
toothed (serrate), and 
with an odd terminal 
leaflet rather Jai ger 
than the others; no 
stipules; flowers bi- 
sexual or unisexual, 
opening in spring be- 
fore the leaves, ar- 
laiiged in opposite 
clusters (A, < in 

the axils of the leaves 
faflen from the pre- 
vious year's shoot; 
clusters surrounded by 
a few woolly scales; 
flower -stalks very 
short but elongating 
in fruit, no sepals and 
no petals; male flow- 
ers (C\ > 3) With 2 
stamens; anthers ellip- 
tic; ovary 2-locu)ar, 
with a shoit thick 
style and 2-lobcd stig- 
ma and often with 2 abortive stamens, fruit fD, J-) a capsule 
produced at the lop into a wing, m all about ! J in. long i E, vertical 
section of seed, \2) (family Oicaccac), 

The flowers of the common Ash aie pollinated by the wind and 
the large fleshy stigmas mature a few days before the anthers. The 
pollen IS mealy and freely blows about. 1 he wood of the Ash is a 
valuable, \'ery lough timber, and used for many purposes. The 
branches, w^hen split and steamed, are easily bent into various 
shapes and are employed in conjunction w^itb willow, etc., for 
making the handles and framework of trug-baskets for the garden 
and farm. The Olive, O/ea europa L,, from which Olive oil is 
obtained, belongs to this family, as also the Lilac (Syringa). 
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m PERIWINKLE 

Vmca minor L. (x^) 

Pei«snni4l with creeping root^ck and trailing glabrous shoots 
rooting at the lower nodes, leaves opposite, stalked, the stalks 

connected at the base 
bv a rim, ovate or ovate- 
clliptic, rounded at the 
base and apex, with 5-6 
pairsof spreading looped 
ner\es less prominent 
below, glabrous and 
shining, stalks flattened 
above and minutely hairy 
on the m£<rgins, flowers 
about 1 to each shoot, 
axillary , stalks 1 in or 
more long calyx (A, 
X deeply 5-iobed, 
lobes not overlapping, 
oblong, coiolia blue, 
tubular, limb about H 
in dia<n , divided into 5 
ohliqucl> obovate lobes 
with a narrow nm a\ 
the base, the lobes (A, 
1^) twisted to the lelt 
in bud, the tube inside 
behind the stamens 
coseied with down- 
wardly directed white 
hairs, stamens (B, V 5, on the coiolla and alteinate with the 
lobes, anthers with hair> tips, and 2 sepaiaie loculi , ovarv ( D, \V 
laterally 2-Jobed, style (C, x3) wulened at the top into a bioad 
nm, crowned by a dense tuft of white hairs, fruit (E, ^1) com- 
posed of two divergent parts (family Apocynaccae) 

The ‘Periwinkle’ is ot strong sentimental interest to the writer 
and was one of the earliest of which he leai ned both the common 
and Latin names It rhymed with that favourite 'bedtime story’ 
m the peaceful days of Queen Victoria, which was chanted into 
the ears ot children by devoted mothers, ‘Twinkle, twinkle, little 
star’’ If for no other reason, then, it finds a place in this book 
Note the corolla-lobes are twisted to the left and not to the 
nght as shown in fig A 
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WOODRUFF 283 

Aspemla odorata L. ( x J) 

Perennial with a slender creeping rootstock growing mainly 
among dead leaves under the shade of trees; stems erec^ 
unbranched, angular, 
smooth; leaves in 
whorls of 8 (rarely 
fewer or more, com- 
posed of indistinguish- 
able leaves and leafy 
stipules), oblancctilate, 
up to about in. long, 
mucronate at the apex, 
a few very short stiff 
hairs on the margin 
and below; below the 
whorls a ring of very 
minute bristles; flowers 
(A, 3i) 111 a terminal 

loose cyme, white; 
calyx very minute, above 
the inferior ovary (B, 

;s6); corolla soon fall- 
ing off, 4-Iobed, about 
i in. long; stamens 4, 
alternate with lobes; 
fruit (C, v3) globular, 
covered with tine hook- 
ed bristles (family Rii- 
biaceac). 

The whole plant has a sweet hay-Jike scent ; not likely to be con- 
fused with A. cynanchica L., which grows in dry pastures, warm 
banks, and stony or sandy places, and which has only 2 or 4 much 
narrower leaves to each whorl, and smooth fruits. The Woodruff 
is intolerant of strong light and dies out immediately the tree- 
canopy is removed. 

The abundant nectar is concealed at the bottom of the corolla- 
tube and insects searching for it brush against the anthers above 
the entrance, transferring pollen from one flower to the stigmas 
of another. As in Cleavers (fig. 208), the fruits readily adhere to 
the fur or skin of animals and are transported from place to place. 
Even considerable parts of the plants may be dragged by means 
of the rough margins of the leaves. 
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FIELD MADDER 
Shcrardia arvensix L. ( X }) 


A small annual, very much branched from the base; branches 
bristly with^tiff short hairs; leaves usually 6 in a whorl, sessile, 
lanceolate, entire, acute, shortly bristly on both surfaces, especial- 
ly on the nerves below and on the margin; flowers (D, x4) in a 
cluster (B, x2) at the end of the shoots and sunounded by an 
involucre (A, x 1 ) composed of the upper leaves more or less 
united at the base; calyx shortly 4-Iobcd, adnale to the ovary, 



the lobes becoming more distinct in fruit; corolla violet oi pink, 
on lop of the ovary, tubular, 4-lobed, lobes valvule in bud (C, 
X 4); stamens 4, exserted, inserted between the base of the lobes; 
ovary inferior; style surrounded by a fleshy disk; fruit (F, verti- 
cal section) crowned by the leafy calyx-lobes (family Rubiaceae). 

This is a typical cornfield weed, and is seldom found elsewhere. 
The flowers are gynodioecious, the bisexual being somewhat 
larger than the females. In the former the stigmas are often recep- 
tive at the same time as the anthers open at the same level, when 
automatic self*pollination takes place. The nectar is secreted by a 
fleshy disk surrounding the base of the style. 
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S^AMP BEDSTRAW 205 

Galium uligincmm L, ( x J) 


Perennial herb with very slender 
quadrangular stems and branches 
loosely covered with minute re- 
curved prickles (A); leaves (B, 
x4) 6-8 in a whorl, narrowly ob- 
lanceolate, acute, about I in. long, 
with a prominent midrib and 
small recurved prickles on the 
maigin; flowers (C, x3i)fewin 
small axillary cymes: ovaiy in- 
ferior, 2-lobed; calyx obsolete; 
corolla white, 4-Iobed, with a 
very short tube; lobes triangulai': 
stamens 4, alternate with the 
lobes; style with 2 rounded stig- 
mas; fruit (D, A 4) 2-lobed, finely 
granular all over the surface 
(family Rubiacrac), 

To be looked for in marshes, 
where it is locally common ; 
widely distributed in north and 
central Europe and Asia; floweis 
in summer. 



K (I) 
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ERECT BEDSTRA.f^ 

Galium erec^^ Huds. (X^) 



Perennial herb with 
erect or subcrect (not 
nailing) stems, usually 
quite smooth; leaves (A, 
: 2) in distant whorls of 
6-9, broadly linear to 
narrowly oblong, about 
:}-! m long, shatply point- 
ed and with very small 
forwardly directed teeth 
on the margin; midrib 
without teeth; flowers (B, 
' 2]) in shoit axillary 
cymes, these forming nar- 
row oblong panicles with 
whoilcd leaves gradually 
reduced in^si'c, ovary in- 
ferior, 2-locular; styles 2, 
united at the base; calyx 
obsolete; corolla with a 
vciy short tube and 4 
spieading ovale triangular 
lobes, stamens 4, exsert- 
cd, fruit (C, \2) 2-lobed, 
with very few prickles 
( fa m 1 iy Rnhiaccac). 

firows in pastilles and 
in waste places, widely 
distil hutcvl in western 
Asia and north Africa. 
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GREA# HEDGE BEDSTRAW 207 

i 

Galium moll^j^ L. ( x V) 


Perennial ; stems up to about 4 ft. high, erect or trailing* obtusely 
4-angled, smooth or rather softly hairy; leaves uSilgHy 8 in a 
whorl (half really sti- 
pules), narrowly oblance- 
olate, rounded to a very 
sharp tip, minutely bristly 
on the margin, otherwise 
glabrous; flow'd s numer- 
ous in leafy cymes, the 
ultimate branches of the 
cymes bearing 1 or a pair 
of leafy bracts; pedicels 
about as long as the 
bract; calyx reduced to 
a meic line on top of the 
ovary; corolla white, 4- 
lobed, lobes spreading 
from the base, ovalc- 
lanceolatc, acute, sta- 
mens 4, inserted between 
the corolla lobes; a nec- 
tar ifeious ring around 
the base of the two 
stvles, these with round- 
ed stigmas; fiuit small 
and smooth or nearly so 
( I amily RubUweew). 

Unlike the CJca\ers or 



Goosegrass, (iahuni aparuie L., desciibed in fig. 208, this is a 
perennial, and the sterns are not* as in that species, provided by 
iiook-likc hairs It grows in hedges and woods, and has a wide 
reinge into western Asia. 

The anthers are mature befoic the stigmas are receptive. At 
lust the stamens arc erect, while the 2 hcad-likc stigmas arc close 
together, as shown in tig. A (x^). After the anthers have shed 
their pollen, the filaments bend awray beiw^ecn the Jobes of the 
corolla, as shown in lig. B ( ' 3), when the styles diverge into the 
position previously held by the anthci's. Thus Cross-pollination is 
easily brought about by visiting insects. 


259 



208 


CLEAVERS tw^^GOOSkiiASS 

Galium amarine L. ( x |) 


A slender gambling annual several feet long, clinging to bushes 
and hedgeai t>y means of short recurved hook-likc hairs on the 

angles of the stems, the 
margins and midrib of 
the leaves; leaves (A, 
> |) and stipules 6-8 in 
a whorl, indistinguish- 
able from one another, 
linear or lincar-oblan- 
ceolate, tapeied to the 
base, up to 2 in. or so 
long, ending in a long 
slender sharp point, 
midrib and margins 
covered with shoii, 
sharp hard lecurved 
prickle-Jike hairs; flow- 
ers (B, K 1 1) very small, 
borne small leafy 
clusters (cymes) in the 
axils ol the upper 
leaves, soon develop- 
ing into fruit; calyx 
completely reduced ; 
coioila \ery shoii, with 
4 spreading lobes which 
do not overlap in bud; 
stamens 4, inserted be- 
tween the corolla-lobes, anthers small, on rather short liiaments; 
ovary inferior, 2-locular and 2-lobed, covered w'lth hooked hairs, 
each lobe (C, 2^) with a single ovule attached to the central axis; 

styles 2, free to the base, each with a single rounded stigma; fruits 
(D, x2) divided into 2 rounded lobes, each densely covered with 
hooked bristly hairs; seeds solitary m each half. 

The common name Cleavers alludes to the persistence with 
which the plant clings by means of the small hook-like hairs on 
the stems and leaves and bristly fruits. The family Rubiaceac, to 
which this plant belongs, is mainly found m tropical regions; it 
includes the quminc-producing Cinchona, and the Coffee plant. 
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tA£>Y’S BEDSTRAW 

^ ' 

Galium vd^mn L. ( x J) 


2d9 


Rootstock woody, short and creeping; stems slender/ascending* 
often much branched from the base, up to about 1 high, cov- 
ered with minute re- 
flexed hairs; leaves in 
whorls of 6 to 8 (half 
of them stipules and 
half leaves, but these 
indistinguishable), 
linear or needle-Jike, 
acute, with recurved 
slightly rough mar- 
gins, often with a 
short leafy shoot in 
their axils; flowers 
(A, x5) numerous m 
an oblong panicle, 
each cluster in the 
axils of a whorl of 
small leaves, and each 
ultimate cluster has a 
whorl of small leafy 
bracts ; flower-stalks 
smooth; calyx veiy 
minute on lop of the 
inferior ovary; corolla 
yellow, 4-lobed, the 
lobes spreading from 
the extremely short 
tube; stamens 4, in- 
serted between the 
coiol la-lobes; anthers 
oblong; at the mouth 
of the tube 2 fleshy 
disk - like bodies ; 
ovary inferior, 2-Jobed and 2-K)Cular, with 1 ovule in each lobe; 
style with 2 branches and a head-like stigma to each; fruits (B, 
X 10) slightly 2-lobed, smooth (family Rubiaceac). 

This species flowers more or less the whote summer in clumps 
on banks, dunes, and pastures; the flowers smell strongly of 
cumarin and pollination is brought about mainly by the feet of 
inserts crawling among the flowers. 
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MARSH B^DSTRAW 
Galium paittitre L. ( x i) 


V-'i- 


a3 


Perennial with weak stems slightly rough on the angles; leaves 
(including ^ similar stipules) often 6 in a whorl, sometimes 4, 
^ ^ ^ narrowly oblanceolate, 

narrowed lo the base, 
\ ^ blunt at the apex, about 

4 in. long, glabrous except 
/ . ‘ the slightly rough mar- 

/ 1 -nerved; flowers 

(A, x5) in lax leafy 

S I 't 'y-4' panicles, each 

PV 1' \ / Ci' Anal cluster with a pair 

j ' bracts at the 

' ■'X ' ^ base; stalks thread-like; 

^ \... i . X ovary below the corolla 

(inferior), 2-locular; 
f, ' calyx completely reduced 

, I .■^4’'* (fcally encircling the 
I , "" ovary); coiolLi white, 

, r, ! / ^ v cry short.^-Iobed, lobes 

ovate, not overlapping 
" ^ _ I 'i' f in bud; stamens 4, alter- 

nale with the lobes ; styles 
^ /'I., . 2, withaioundedsligma; 

' / ' X ;1 fiLiU (B, v2) deeply 

f 2-lubcd, lobes rounded, 

A 3' J L ^ almost smooth (family 

'A ' Rithiaccac). 

As implied bv ii«c specific name, tins plant usually grows in 
marshy and w^et places, sometimes quite in the water; it flowers 






during the summer months. 

The student who has seen only the Bnlish examples of the 
family Rubiaceac can have only a very imperfect idea of the family 
as a whole. Among many others it includes the Gardenia, the 
Coffee plant. Ipecacuanha, and the Quinine tree {Cinthona). All 
the British genera belong to the tribe Gaheae, distinguished from 
the otheis by the stipules being leaf-like and not distinct from the 
true leaves. 1 he leaves of Ruhiacvac aie ncvci lobed, not even 


toothed, and the stipules arc between (intci-) or within (inlia-) the 
leaf-stalks. 
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CROSSWORT 

GaHum cruciat^h.) Scop. ( x }) 


211 


Perennial with creeping rootstock; stems weak and slender, up to 
2 ft. long, trailing, quadrangular, angles rounded, loc^ly covered 
with long bristly white 
hairs, green but tinged 
with crimson just above 
the leaves; leaves (A, - 1 ) 
in whorK of 4, 2 being 
real leaves and 2 leafy 
<;tipules exactly similar, 
elliptic lanceolate, nar- 
rowed to the base, not 
pointed, 3-nervcd from 
the base, bristly hairy on 
both surfaces; llowers 
(B, N 2) few in a 3-forked 
cluster from each real leaf 
with 2 or 3 leafy erect 
bracts on the top side at 
the base of tlic flow'cr- 
Malks, the outer Hoveis 
bisexual (C, /4), the 

inner mule (U, r4); 

calyx not evident; coiolla 
yellow, of 4 petals united 
at the base, spreading; 
stamens 4, between the 
cor<»Ila-lobes; ovarv be- 
low the corolla (inferior), 

'vilh a 2-lobed style, 2-locular, smt'Olh; fruit (b, "O) globose, 
the stalk soon detlexed (family Ruhiucvac) 

Grows in woods and hedges, but rare in Eire; extends to 
Siberia. It is not easy to explain in simple words the rather com- 
plicated and quite fascinating morphology of this species. For 
boianica! examination purposes il is as well to know that only 2 
of the leaves in each whorl aie real, the others being leafy stipules 
resembling them in every respect except that they have no buds in 
their axils such as the real leaves ha\e. And the flowers are of 2 
sexes, the outer being bisexual and producing ■the fruit, which is 
soon deflexed, the inner males and soon falling off. They smell like 
honey, and are pollinated mainly by means of the feet of insect 
visitops crawling about amongst them. 
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212 MADDER 

Ruhia pere^ina L, (xi) 

A stragglinj? perennial herb often trailing over other bu&hcs and 
hedges> anni^d on the angles of the stems and leaf-margins with 

very sharp recurved 
teeth (A, x3); stems 
sharply angled or al- 
most winged; leaves 
( including precisely 
similar stipules) 4 or 
6 in a whorl, very 
shortly stalked, lan- 
ceolate to elliptic, 
narrowed to each 
end, 1-2 in. long 
and about ^ as 
much broad, with 
numerous recurved 
teeth on the margins 
and midrib, not visi- 
bly nerved below; 
floweis* (C, A 5) 
gieenish, numerous, 
small, in loose axil- 
lary cymes with very 
small awl-shaped 
bracts; calyx (B, 
X 5) completely re- 
duced; corolla usu- 
all> 5-lobed, the 
lobes much longer 
than the very short 
tube, sharply pointed, the points inflexed in bud (B, x 5); stamens 
5, inserted on the corolla and cxscited; ovary inferior, 2-locular 
(D, x4); style 2-armed: ovule 1 in each loculus, erect; fruit (E, 
X 1) a small black slightly 2-lobed berry (family Rubiaceae). 

Flowers during summer and confined to the southern counties 
of England, Wales, and Eire, mostly near the coast; south to 
north Africa. A particularly interesting feature is that the leaves 
and stipules are indistinguishable from each other, except that the 
leaves may have a bud or an inflorescence in their axils. - 
Drawn by Olive Tait. 
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VERVAIN 213 

Verbena offidnalis L. { xi) 

Perennial with a woody rootstock; stems 4-angled, sparingly 
clothed with very short bulbous-based hairs; leaves opposite, con- 
nected at the base by a 
slight ridge, oblanceolaie 
in outline but deeply pin- 
natcly Jobed and coarsely 
toothed, shortly hairy on 
both surfaces and with 
almost sessile glands; 
flowej s (A, X 1 \ ) an anged 
in axillaiy and terminal 
glandular spikes; bracts 
lanceolate, pointed; calyx 
with 5 narrow lobes, pube- 
scent; corolla (B, 
pale violet, tube slightlv 
wider above the middle, 
with white hairs at the 
mouth ; lobes 5, spreading; 
stamens 4, included in the 
tube below the hails; 
anthers rounded; disk 
flesh> below the ovary; 
ovary (C, x5) superior, 

4-Joculni (D, * 7), each 

chamber with 1 erect 
ovule; fruit of 4 granular nutlets (family Vcthenaccae). 

This is the only representative in the British flora of this large 
and mainly tropical family, which is here regarded as a parallel 
group with the Dead Nettle family, Jxibiutac, Nectar is secreted 
below the ovary, and protection against unbidden guests is pro- 
vided by a ring of v/hite hairs at the mouth of the corolla-mbe. 
Lither cross- or self-poll ination may take place. 

To the Verbena family belongs one of the hardest- wooded and 
most valuable trees in the world. This is the Teak tree, Tectona 
grandis, which grows wild m the forests of Burma and provides 
one of the major industries in that country. 
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CORAL PAEONY 

Paeonia ntascula (L.) Mill. ( x }) 


Perennial herb with tuberous rootstock and fleshy roots; lower 
leaves twice divided into three (bitemate), leaflets ovate to elliptic, 
shortly pointed, up to about 5 in. long and 3 in. broad, laNly reti- 
culate below; flowers solitary on a stout stalk up to about 4 in. 
long; sepals 5, partly leaf-like and unequal in size, glabrous; 
petals b-'-S, free, spreading to about 4 in. across the whole flower, 
bright red, obovate to nearly xounJed, with wavy margins; 



stamens f A. U) \cry numerous, witli oblong an t!ic is opening at 
the side; carpels 3-5, free, \eiy densely woolly, spreading in fruit 
(B, xj); seeds black, at first euclo.scd in a scarlet ani (family 
Rammculaccac). - Synonym Paeoma coralfiNu Rcl/. 

This species was supposed to have been introduced and to ha\e 
become naturalized on the island of Steep Holm in the Severn 
Estuary, where it is now very raie; a natne of south Europe from 
Spain as far as the Near East. Paeonia is regarded by some mod- 
ern botanists as a separate family fiom Rauiiuculaccac. 1'hc 
segregation of some large, unwieldy and unnatural families into 
smaller units has often much to recommend it, but it can be car- 
ried to excess, sometimes leading to the dedassifuation of a genus 
CM* group of genera from their close relatives. To my mind 
Paeonia is better classed with the Hellebores in Rantwculaceae, 
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STINKING HELLEBORE 215 

Hdh'borus foetidus L. ( x^) 

Perennial herb up to about 2 ft high; lower leaves long-stalked, 
pedately divided into about 10 narrowly lanceolate lobes, these 
serrate except towards the base; leaf-stalks gradually broadened 
at the base; flowers globose, diooping, green tipped with purple, 
several in a terminal panicle with large leafy 3-Iobed to entire 
bracts; flower-stalks mealy-pubescent; sepals broadly obovattc, re- 
maining connivent (creel) until the fruiting stage; petals (A, y 3) 
small and hidden by the sepals, tubulai, w'lth a jagged top; 
stamens (3, y l }) numerous, free; anthers ellipsoid, opening at 



the side; carpol\ (C, : 1 1) usually 3. licc, each with a longish 
cur\ed style and scvcial ovules, fi uits dehiscent, obliquely oblong, 
opening by the inner (adaxial) margin, seeds (D, x2) obovoid, 
with a basal aril (family Ranwiculaceac). 

Found in stony places, mainiy in woods in chalky districts, 
flow'cring in eaily spring The second native Biitish species, H. 
viiidis, occurs m similar situations, and ditfers by its few'cr flow'ers 
with widely spreading sepals. 

The Christmas Rose of our gardens is Helleborus niget L., 
which opens its large nodding w hite flowers in the depth of winter* 
The conspicuous part of the flower is the calyx, which is white to 
attract the few insects about during the winter, the real petals 
being ^nodified into tubular nectaries. 
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216 WINTER ACONITE 

Eranthis hyemalis Salisbury ( x J ) 

Perennial herb with a short underground rootstock; leaves (E, 
xi) appearing after flowering, long-stalked, circular in outline, 

deeply divided into 
numerous oblong seg- 
ments, glabrous; flow- 
ers appearing before 
the leaves in very 
early spring, solitary 
on a longish stalk, 
closely subtended by 
a Jeaf-like involucre 
deeply cut into oblong 
segments; this func- 
tions as a calyx and 
protects the flower on 
emerging from the soil, 
often through the 
snow; sepals yellow, i e- 
sembiin^ petals, i-J in. 
long, marked with nu- 
merous nerves; petals 
(A, x2) green horn- 
like structures much 
shorter than the sipals; stamens (B, < 21 numerous ; carpels (C, D, 
x2) about 5, free, becoming stalked in fruit and splitting on the 
upper side, transversely nerved, with several seeds (tamily Ranim- 
adaceae). 

Naturalized in some parts; native of western Europe; of great 
interest, the ieaf-like involucre functioning as a calyx, the sepals 
resembling petals. 

The actual petals are scarcely recognizable as such, being re- 
duced to hom-like structures (see fig. A) with an oblique mouth 
in which nectar is secreted. The carpels also are much reduced in 
number compared with many other members of the family, being 
usually only iive. 

The flowers close in dull w'ealher and open in sunshine, their 
stamens and carpels maturing at the same lime, so that insects 
effect cross-pollination. In cloudy weather self-pollination may 
take place in the closed flow'er. 
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GLOBE-FLOWER 
TroUins europaeus L. ( x^) 
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Perennial up to about 2 ft. high; basal leaves on very long 
hollow stalks broadly sheathing at the base; blade palmately 
divided into about 5 main 
segments, those in turn 
deeply lobed and coarsely 
toothed, glabrous, mam 
nerves parallel and lighter 
green (almost trans- 
lucent), upper leaves 
nearly sessile, with a 
broad almost membra- 
nous base; flowers soli- 
tary, terminal, in. 

diam ; sepals (A, .v 1 ) 

10-15, overlapping and 
crowding logethei into a 
depi cssed-giobosc mass, 
rich cream-yellow, the 
outer tinged with green 
and toothed on the m^ir- 
gin; petals (B, : 2) 

almost hidden among the 
stamens, linear, with a nectary above the base; stamens (C, x2> 
numerous, anihers with a distinct connective; carpels (D, x4) 
numerous, beaked on the ventral (anterior) side, with about a 
do/en ovules; seeds several, angular (family RanimcuJaccac). 

This IS a very lovely wild flower which should not be picked 
(see p. xiii); wild flowers aie much more pretty growing in their 
native habitat, and few last for any length of time in a vase; there 
are plenty of garden flowers for home decoration! 

In the Globe-flow er it is not the petals but the large rich cream- 
yellow sepals which serve as the means of attraction to insects. 
They are folded together into a sphere, and hide the small narrow 
petals, w'hich bcai an unprotected nectariferous pit near the base 
(fig. B). If cross-pollination is not effected by insects, automatic 
self-pollination is inevitable, as the outer of the numerous stamens 
lie above the stigmas. 

Trollius IS more frequently seen in gardens (•often double forms) 
than in the landscape, though it is not uncommon in moun- 
tainous places in the north of England, as well as in Wales 
Scotland, flowering in June and .Tuly, 
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218 BANEBERRY, HERB CHRISTOPHER 

Actaea spicata L. (xO 


Perennial herb up to 2 ft. high, with leaves like some of the family 
Umbelliferae, these tnternatc or triternate-pmnate (see drawing). 



leaflets rounded to 
broadly wedgc- 
shai)ed at the base, 
c'vale to rounded- 
elliptic, very coarsely 
and sharply toothed, 
thin and nearly gla- 
biOLis except on the 
nerves; flowers (A, 
vl) while, tipped 
with violet, ill a ter- 
minal raceme, often 
V iih a small extra 
raceme at the base of 
the main peduncle; 
bracts spreading, ob- 
long^ lanceolate, 
acute; pedicels at 
length curved, \ in 
long; sepals 4-6, 
imbricate, ttee, obo- 
vate. petals 4-h, spa- 
ihulate, clawed, as 
Jong as the sepals ; sta- 
mens (B, I i) about 
15, \cry conspicuous 
in flower, filaments 
broadci lowaids the 


apex; carpel (C, '> 2) 1 , green, sessile, with a broad sessile stigma; 
fiTiits (D, '/2) ellipsoid, bcrry-like and bliic-black, with several 
brown seeds in 2 i ows (family Raniuu ulacenc). 

In ash-woods on limestone in only two oi three of the northern 
counties of England; extends eastwaid to Siberia and China. 

There are no nectaries, the flowers providing pollen for insects 


attracted by the whitish sepals, petals, and stamens. 

The rhizome of this species was formcily officinal and known 
to pharmacists as RacliK Chrisiophorianuc. It was used for skin 
ifi^ses and asthma. 
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COLUMBINE 

Aquikgia vulgaris L. ( 
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Perennial herb up to about 2 ft. high; basal leaves on long stalks, 
the stalk broatily sheathing at the base and very strongly nerved, 
softly hairy: blade divided 


into 3 separate Jeallcts 
(ternate), the leaflets again 
deeply 3-lobed, the lobes 
with 2 or more rounded 
teeth, glaucous-green and 
softly pubescent below; 
flowcjs *'A, section, : I) 
few in a terminal panicle, 
the flrst-opcneJ flower 
soon fruiting; sepals 5, 
coloured; peials 5, blue or 
dull purple, each extended 
at the base mio a curved 
liorn-like spur, stamens 
(B, 6) numerous anther 

lixed at the base; stami- 
nodcs (C, 6) seveuki 

Vvjlhin the fertile stamens, 
membranous, as long as 
the body of the carpels, 
the latter 5, fiec, with 
scveial ovules; st>lcs 5, 
free; carpels in fruit (D, 
' 2) recurving on open- 
ing; seed (b, F, ' w ith 
a small embryo and rich 
m endosperm (lamily /vV 
niniculai cw). 

Local in open wood- 
lands and usually ui cal- 
careous soil, bjt in some 



places escaped from gardens. It is distiibiiled from the Atlantic 


Islands east to Siberia, and is naturali/ed in North America, where 


It IS known as Blue-hells, Lady’s shoes, Capon’s- tail, CockVfoot, 
and Snapdragon. 
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MARSH MARIGOLD 
Caltha palustris L. ( x i) 
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Perennial, often forming extensive tufts; rootstock thick and 
tuber-like, growing in marshy places by the side of brooks and 
streams; leaves (A, x J) mostly from the rootstock, on long stout 
stalks, suborbicular, deeply cordate at the base, with radiating 
nerv^ crenate on the margin, glabrous; stem leaves becoming 
sessil^'i^wards and clasping the stem; flowers (B, x \) large and 
showy sepals 5-6, bright yellow and petal-like; no petals; sta- 
mens (C, x5) numerous, in several series; anthers rather large; 
carpels (D, x2; t\ x3) several (about 6-10), free, laterally com- 
pressed, narrowed to the small stigma; seeds (F, >4) constricted 
in llie middleXfamily Ranunculaceae). 

As there are no petals the sepals serve to attract insects which 
visit the flower for the nectar. This is secreted in u shallow depres- 
sion on each side near the base of the carpels, and it is interesting 
that it should be found in this position because in the related 
Buttercups {Ranunculus) it is concealed in a small pit at the base 
of the petals. It often happens that when an organ has been modi- 
fied, reduced, or dispensed with during the couise of e\ olution an- 
other is modified to function m its stead. The plant is injurious to 
stock, which usually avoid it, especially al flowdting time during 
spring and early summer. 

Easily mistaken for a buttercup, but recognized by the single 
whorl of petal-like sepals, and by the numerous ovules (and seeds) 
in each carpel; the stems, if cut across will be found to be hollow. 

In the large egg-yolk yellow flowers - which spread out m the 
sunsliine to about 2 in. across - nectar is so abundant that the 
drops from adjacent nectanes run together. The anthers dehisce 
outwardly, favouring cross-poll ination. In France and the 
Tyrol stocks with purely male flowers have been observed. 

The name Caltha was first employed by Tournefort for a species 
of Calendula {Compo sitae), but later it was used by Linnaeus 
for the Marsh Mangold, which was the only species known to him 
There are now about 40 species of the genus, scattered through- 
out the cooler parts of the world, but mostly in the Southern 
Hemisphere, especially New Zealand and in the Andes of South 
America, where some very peculiar and distinctive kinds are 
found. 
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LOVE IN A MIST 
Nigella damascena L. (x \) 


Annual up to 1 J ft. high with a long straight taproot; stems erect, 
strongly ribbed, glabrous ; leaves alternate, the lowermost crowded 



and stalked, bi- 
pinnatclydjvided 
with linear acute 
lobes, the upper 
ones sessile and 
gradually small- 
er, forming a 
‘misty’ whorl 
around the flow- 
er ; sepals 5, large 
and like petals, 
blue and veiny, 
wiihawhileclaw; 
petals f A, ' 3) 8, 
much modified 
inloncctanesand 
2-lipped, 
inner lip with a 
flap, outer with 2 
lobes with an 
eye-like process 
at the base of 
each, the mar- 
gins with long 
slender hairs; 
stamens (B, 3) 

fan jy numerous, 
anthers oblong, 
greenish yellow; 
carpels (C, 3) 

united, with free 
spreading styles. 


each loculus with 


several ovules; fruit (D, x.^) bladder -like, broadly obloiig-ellip- 
soid to subglobose, gaping by slits at the top; seeds black and 


transversely ribbed (family Ranunculaccae). 

An escape from gardens in waste places or in cornfields, 
flowers ace pollinated by bees, the large brightly coloured sepals 
serving to attract them. 
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LARKSPUR 222 

Delphinium ajacis L. (xj) 

Erect annual herb up to 2] ft. high, with a deep straight taproot; 
leaves alternate, shortly stalked or sessile, deeply divided to the 
base into long narrow 
segments, very softly and 
shortly hairy ; flowers 
blue and white or red- 
dish, in a terminal ra- 
ceme or panicle with 
leaf-like bracts; pedicels I ^ 

softly hairy, usually 1 

shorter than the flowers; ;:V 

bracts gradually reduced j i i 

upw'ards to short subu- ^ I I 

late stiuctuies* sepals w 

(B, '' 2) 5, terminating 
below in a long curved 
hollow spur; petals (A, 

2) 2, united into 1, 
pi'oduced into a spur 
w'lthin the calyx; sta- 
mens (C, ' 2) about 1 5, 
with thin flattened fila- 
ments and elliptic an- 
thers opening at the 
side; caipcl (O, ':2) 1, 
softly pilose* with nu- 
mcious oMiles in 2 rows; 
style short and gin hi ous ; 
fruit (E, / I) a follicle 
splitting down one side containing several seeds transversely 
plaited (tamil> Ranuncu/accue). 

A native of the eastern Mediterranean region and long culti- 
vated in Europe and often a common weed in coniticlds, flowering 
with the corn and later. 

In Delphinium nectar is secreted at the bottom of the long spur 
and is concealed so deeply that it can only he reached by humble- 
bees with a Jong proboscis. The sepals take the place of the petals 
as the chief means of attracting insects. 
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223 MOUSETAIL 

Myosurus minimus (L. (x^) 

A small inconspicuous annual with a short bare taproot and a 
bunch of side roots; leaves all basal, linear but widest towards the 

top, up to 3 in, long, glab- 
rous, 1,-ncrved ; flower* 
stalks about as long as 
the leaves, usually several 
to each plant, becoming 
hollow in the upper part; 
sepals (A, - l i) 5, oblong, 
prolonged downwards 
from the base into a spur; 
petals (B, ^ H) 5, green- 
ish-yellow, very narrow. 
With tubular claws and 
spreading limb: stamens 
(C, \ I i) few, anther club- 
shaped: carpels (D, 3) 

very numeious on a long 
slender axis up to 2 in. 
long in fruit, ciowded and 
spirally arranged (family 
Raufwculacecw). 

In moist, sandy or gra- 
velly places, flowering in 
spring; widely distributed ; 
nectar is secreted on 
the small greenish-yellow 
petals: either cross- or 
self-pollinalion may oc- 
cur, the visitors being 
minute flies oi midges. 

Students should compare the floral structure of this tiny herb 
with that of a Magnolia flower. The general arrangement of the 
parts is very simiku , hut, m the present writer’s opinion, this is not 
an indication of close relationship, but due to parallel evolution 
from remote and separate ancestral stocks. 

Owing to the shape of the floral axis in the fruiting stage, it is 
commonly called in France Queue cle Soutis, and by countr> folk 
in Germany, Das Mauseschwauzihcn^ by the Spaniards, Cola 
cle Raton, and by the Italians, Cora di Sorcio. 
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BULBOUS BUTTERCUP 224 

Ranunculus bulbosiis L. ( \|) 

Stem swollen al the base like a small corm (A); whole plant hairy; 
basal leaves on long stalks, broad and deeply lobcd, lobes again 
lobulatc or coarsely 
toothed (dentate); 
stem leaves scarcely 
stalked, deeply and 
more regularly di\jd- 
ed into narrow lobes, 
flowers sol Italy on 
long, grooved stalks 
< pedicels), sepals 5, 
green, rcflexcd in the 
open flower; petals 
(B, x-J) 5, bright yel- 
low and shining, 
broadly obovate, wifii 
a nectar ■ secreting 
scale above the base, 
stamens (C, 21) nu- 

merous, inserted be- 
low the numerous tree 
carpels (D, ' 6), each 
of winch IS tipped by 
a small stigma, spirally 
arranged on a conc- 
like axis; each ripe 
carpel (L, '' 3) contains a single seed 

As in most other butteicups, the petals have a shining surface, 
which acts as a looking-glass to lasecis visiting the flowers to 
gather the nectar stored in a pit at ihcir base. 

These plants belong to the family Ranunculaccac, named after 
the largest genus Ramuiculus, all herbs (except some species of 
ClematisX and regarded as representing a primitive group of 
flowering plants, in which all the parts of the flower are free 
among themselves and from one another. Two other buttercups 
are very common; both differ from the one illustrated in having 
spreading (not reflexed) sepals; the Meadow Buttercup, R. acris 
L , produces no runners, is sometimes as mudi as 3 ft. high, and 
has a rounded (not grooved) flow'er-stalk, whilst the Creeping 
Buttercup, R. repens L., gives off runners which root at the nodes 
and^evelop into new plants, and the flower-stalk is grooved, 
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MEADOW CROWFOOT 

Ranunculus acris L. ( v i) 


Perennial with very short rootstock; basal leaves on long stalks 
with sheathing hairy bases, more or less orbicular in outline, 

usually 5-lobed nearly to 
the base, the lobes again 
deeply divided and lobu- 
late With rathei narrow 
acute divisions, softly 
hairy on both surfaces, 
iinely mealy below; stem 
leaves giadually merging 
into bracts and becoming 
stalklcss (sessile) and 
divided into 2 or 3 seg- 
ments; tlowers about 
1 m. diam., on Jong stalks 
forming a lax panicle; 
stalks not grooved, but 
covered with very short 
appies^ed hairs; sepals 
IB, ^2) 5,^spreading in 
the open flower but not 
becoming reflexed (as in 
R, hulhostis), yellowish- 
green, covered with 
lathci long hairs; petals 
(C, ' .f) 5, broadly claw- 
ed. shining except for a large patcli at the base, with a scale in 
front of the nectary and hiding ? dark spots (( , j); stamens 

(D, y i) nunieious; carpels (L, \3) numerous, with recurved 
stigma; fiiiil a hunch achcncs, not hairy (glabrous) (A, llowcr 
bud) (family Ramuiculacrcu'). 

Rather like R. hulhosus (hg. 224), but the stern not swollen at 
the base and the sepals arc spreading and not rcllexed as in that 
species. 

The bnght-ycilow very glossy petals arc very conspicuous, and 
attract hover flies, small bees, and other insects, which collect the 
nectar protected by a scale at the base. As the stigmas mature be- 
fore any of the anthers open, they are easily brushed with pollen 
from oldei flowers, and by the time the anthers aie open the car- 
pels are already swollen and the stigmas shii\ciied. 
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SPEARWORT 

Ramwculus fJawnmIa L. (x p 
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Perennial of short duration or annual growing in marshes and wet 
lields and beside lakes and ponds; stems decumbent at the base 
and then erect, up to 
about Hft high, with 
few ascending blan- 
ches, glabrous and 
closely ribbed: radi- 
cal leaves on long 
stalks with broad 
sheaths at the base, 
elliptic-lanccolatc, 
rather blunt, slightly 
dentate with very 
distant teeth on the 
margin, with 3-5 as- 
cending subpara lie! 

ncr\es; stem-leaves 
becoming sessile on 
the bioad membian- 
ous sheathing base, 
lanceolate to almost 
linear, becotning en- 
tire as they merge 
into bracts, nerves 
parallel to the mid- 
rib; flowers few, and 
forming lax corymbs, 
the older llowcrs in 
the middle of each fork; sepals remaining erect, rounded with a 
few minute hairs outside; petals (A, ^ 1 1) bright yellow, shining, 
obovale, with a nectariferous pit just above the base; stamens 
numerous (about 35); carpels (B, 3) numerous and free, with a 

very short stigma, in fruit forming a globose head, each carpel 
witli a short hook-like point and a flat membranous margin on 
one Side (family Rwmncularcac). 

A few of our Bntish buttercups have undivided leaves which at 
most arc very slightly toothed, and with more or less parallel 
neives as in some Monocotyledons, such as in the Alisma family, 
Alismataccae (see figs. 714-717). Indeed they are quite closely re- 
lated to the family mentioned, w'hich forms a link between the 
Dici^yledons and Monocotyledons, 
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227 GREAT SPEARWORT 

Ranunculus lingua L. ( x J) 

Perennial in marshes and ditches; leaves all borne on the rather 
thick quite hollov^ green stems, linear-lanccolatc, with faint nerves 
running parallel with the entire margins, closely covered above 
with minute grey spots, minutely hairy below with short appressed 
hairs, tip blunt and porc-Iike; base of leaves sheathing and almost 
circling the stem, sheaths membranous on the margin; flowers 
very handsome, about 2 in. diam., few in a loose panicle: middle 
flower the oldest, long-stalked: sepals 5, forming a 5-lobed de- 
pressed mass in bud (A, x 1 ), spreading, deeply and widely pouch- 
ed in the middle (B, xl}), yellow tinged with green, scarcely 
hairy; petals (C, xl) rich crcam-yellow, widely obovate, 1 in. 
long, with a nectariferous pit at the base, very glossy all over; 
stamens (D, 4) numerous, anthers opening at the side; carpels 

free, very numerous, forming a globose mass and arranged on an 
oblong receptacle (E, x6), not hairy: ovule i (G, x 10), ascend- 
ing; fruitlets (achenes) (F, 10) glabrous (fainilv Ranwiculaccac). 

This IS one of the mOvSt beautiful species of Buttercup in the 
British flora, the rich cream-yellow flowers being quite 2 m. 
diameter. The flower-buds arc very distinctive, rounded 
pouched sepals giving a lobcil or angular appearance, with here 
and there the tip ol‘a petal emerging from the tight flower-pack. 
Jn the bud stage the wonderful gloss on the petals is scarcely 
noticeable. The stigmas are receptive before the anthers open, 
cross-pollination being effected by flies, which usuallv alight on 
the stigmas, dusting them with pollen from anothei flower. 

Flower-lovers in numerous countries can enjoy the sight of this 
lovely plant, which has a w4de range from Hire eastward into tem- 
perate Asia and as far south as the i Iimalayas. 

This IS the most handsome of our native buttercups, with 
flowers as much as 2 in. in diam. It is a local plant of matshes and 
fens from Caithness southwards, and in Eire and the Channel 
Islands. A broad-leaved form of R ffanwtula may easily be mis- 
taken for it, but this has much smaller flowers. 

The student should note the great similarity of this species and 
R. flammula and members of the Ahsmatacear, figured and de- 
scribed in volume Ti (tigs. 7j4~717). They seem to be connecting 
Jinks between the Dicot>Iedons and Monocotyledons, as pointed 
out under fig. 226. 
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228 CELERY-LEAVED BUTTERCUP 
Ranunculus sceleratus L. ( X 1) 

Annual up to about 2 ft. high or more, in wet places and ditches, 
rfsembJing Celery; roots fibrous; stems thick, hollow, ribbed, 
much branched ; lower leaves variously 3-Jobed to the middle or to 
the base, long-stalked, upper leaves gradually becoming sessile 
and finally unlobed and bract-like but green ; leaves rather fleshy 
and bright green and glossy; flowers (A, x 1) in bud very shortly 
stalked, together forming a lax leafy panicle; buds globose, slight- 
ly hairy; pedicels at length up to about 1 in. long, slightly grooved 
on one side, thinly hairy; sepals (B, ^ 4) 5, soon reflexed and fall- 
ing off, oblong, ycJlowish-green; petals (C, x4) 5, yellow, spread- 
ing horizontally, broadly elliptic, about i in. long, shortly clawed 
at the base, and with a circular pit-like nectary, glossy except at 
the base; stamens (D, x6) about 20; carpels (F, xU) very 
numerous, arranged on a conical axis which elongates in fruit up 
to about I in. long and bearing the little fruits (F, x7) (achenes) 
each containing a single seed (family Rammculaccaf). 

Highly poisonous, and especially dangerous to cattle; even if 
not fatal it causes a falling off m the milk supply. Among its 
French names are Mort aux Vaches and Met be scirdowquc. All 
parts arc acrid, blistering the mouth and skm, an3 it has been 
used by beggars to induce sores. In the United Stales, where it is 
introduced, it is called ‘Cursed CrowfooFI 

The flowers are relatively small, but numerous on each plant, 
collectively forming a leafy panicle, the stalks of those with lipcn- 
ing carpels elongating considerably. I'he stigmas aie receptive in 
advance of the ripening anthers in the same flower, so that cross- 
pollination IS brought about by many short-tongued insects, 
which seek lire nectar secreted in an open pit at the base of each 
petal. As the anthers open, their stalks bend away from the car- 
pels, but should cross-polJinaiion not lake place the pollen of 
fading anthers may reach the stigmas. 

It flowers in June and is one of the most acrid of the Crowfoots. 
In former times it was in frequent use as a blister. C arrying it by 
hand may cause inflammation and it should not be brought into 
contact with lender parts of the skin. Considering the size of the 
plant, the flowers ate rclathcly very small 
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CREEPING BUTTERCUP 

Ranunculus repens L ( X i) 

Perennial >Mth numerous long rather stilt-likc roots, stem decum- 
bent at the base, giving off long runners which root at the nodes 
and produce new plants (vegetative reproduction), basal leaves 
With broad membranous sheathing stalks, the latter covered witli 
long fine hairs, blades divided into 3 distinct parts, each part 
stalked and again divided nearly tp the midrib, each division very 
coarsely toothed, teeth with hardened tips, stem-leaves also with 
membranous sheathing bases, but smallei in size sparingly cov- 
ered with rather biistl> hairs, flowers 2 4 to each shoot, the open 



flower on a longer furiowcd stalk (A, ^1) than those in hud, 
about 1 m diam , sepals (B, \ 1 1) 5, soon lulling o<T, elliptic, with 
long hairs on the back, petals (C, 1 ! ) ^ golden >cliow, shining 

above except a bioad paUh at the base and with a 'arge wedge- 
shaped scale covering the nectar, stamens (D, 2) numerous, 

facing outwards, carpels (I 4) numcious, iiee, arranged in a 
globose mass, with curled stigmas, ovule solitai>, attached at the 
base, fiuitmg carpels (F, 2) not haiiy, sharpK beaked (family 

Ranuncitlaceae) 

Grows in waste giound and by roadsides, flowering from late 
May until August, leadilv recognized by ihc shape of the basal 
leaves, the early deciduous (falling off) sepals, and the grooved 
flower-stalk The nectar at the base of the petal u hidden by a 
scale (C, ^ U), and the stigmas are matuie before the anthers open 
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GOLDILOCKS 43d 

Ranunculus auricomus L. ( x 

Perennial; basal leaves very variable, long-stalked, kidney-shaped 
and irregularly and coarsely toothed, or deeply 3-lobcd; stem- 
leaves sessile, cut nearly 
to the base into 5 seg- 
ments, the lowermost 
with narrowly wedge- 
shaped stalkedsegmenls, 
the upper with linear 
irregularly lobed seg- 
ments, bright green, 
glabrous below but very 
minutely pubescent 
above; floweis terminal 
and axillary, on slender 
stalks; sepals 5, or some- 
times 4 where oniv 1 
petal, mixed with green 
and yellow, more green 
when there are all 5 
petals, petals (C, \ U) 

5, or sometimes fewer 
or absent, and then the 
sepals more yellow', 
shining on the uppei 
surface, with a nectanfeious pit at the base; stamens (D, x3J) 
numerous ; carpels (F, ' 3^) shortly stalked, numerous, conspicu- 
ously beaked, shortly pubescent (family Ranimculaccae), 

This is very variable with regard to the presence or absence of 
petals; sometimes there is only one petal (A, and then the 
sepals are more or less half green and half yellow. In a large batch 
growing in the grass at Kew I found only a very occasional flower 
with a petal, all the others being without petals (apetalous) (B, 

' §), and then the sepals nearly completely yellow. The apetalous 
condition therefore approaches very near to Anemone^ which is 
also without petals, the function of these being carried out by the 
sepals. Goldilocks seems to represent an intermediate and indeter- 
minate stage between the two genera Ranunculus and Anemone^ 
and shows clearly how' the latter genus has been evolved. 
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231 HAIRY BUTTERCUP 

Ranunculus sardous Crantz ( x f ) 

An erect annual, but mostly much branched from the base and 
resembling a perennial, softly hairy all over, though less hairy 

states occur; basal 
leaves (A, xj) with a 
broadly sheathing stalk, 
the sheath fringed with 
long hairs; stalks also 
fringed with hairs ; blade 
divided into 3 separate 
parts, each part again 
very coarsely toothed 
or lobulate to about the 
middle, softly hairy all 
over; stem-leaves grad- 
ually becoming sessile 
upwards and forming 
leafy bracts, deeply 
divided, flowers num- 
erous, ihe first opening 
soon fruitiiife whilst the 
remainder are still in 
bloom; stalks scarcely 
grooved; sepals 5, 
clothed with very Jong 
slender haiis in bud (B, 
5^ U), becoming sharply 
rcflexcd as the flower 
opens (C, xj); petals 
(D, > 1) pale yellow', 
glossy, the nectary at the base covered with a rounded scale; 
stamens (E, ' 2) about 25- 30; carpels numerous, m fruit (F. ^ 2) 
compressed and rounded, with a row or 2 of small tubercles within 
the margin (family Raniwculaccae). 

This species may easily be mistaken for the more common 
Ranunculus buthosns L., having, like that species, reflexed sepals, 
but it IS an annual and the carpels are flattened with 1 or 2 rows 
of small tubercles within the margin. In R, bulbosus the carpels 
have no tubercles. 
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SMALL-FLOWERED BUTTERCUP 
Ranunculus parviflorus L, ( x-J) 


232 


Biennial with spreading basal leaves and several more or less de- 
cumbent branches, thinly covered with long line hairs; stalks of 


basal leaves long and 
sheathing at the base, 1- 
IJ in. broad, lobed to 
about the middle, the 
lobes with few coarse 
teeth; nerves radiating 
from I he base, floweis 
rather few, the upper 
ones opposite the leaves 
on stalks reaching I in. 
in fiuit; sepals (A, ^ 

5, narrowly elliptic, 
hairy; petals (B, ^ 4) 
yellow. With a nectary 
at the base, \ariable in 
numbei, mostly 2, some- 
times 5 or lower, occa- 
sionally absent; stamens 
(C, \4) 8-d, often 5; 
carpels (D, , 3) numer- 
ous, soon developing 
into fruit and I hen com- 
pressed with a broad 
margin and the two 



surfaces covered with 


hooked tubci'clcs (famii> Ranuncuhrccnc). 

This is a very interesting species, the morphology and ecology 
of which have been studied in detail.* 1 he species seems to repre- 
sent an advanced type in which the petals lend to be reduced from 
the normal number five (in the genus) to one, or they may be 
absent altogether. The normal floweiing period of this species 
extends from April to June. An interesting feature is that each 
of the flowers is borne on the mam axis opposite to a leaf. The 
number of stamens vanes from 8 to 1; when the number of 


petals IS high the number of stamens tends to be low . 


187 




233 HUNGER-WEED, CORN BUTTERCUP 

Ranunculus arvensis L. ( x^) 

... - a . . — — 

An erect annual with nUher thick roots; 'kerns up to li ft. high, 
branched in the upper part, and very slightly hairy in the upper 
part; basal leaves deeply pinnately lobed, the lobes broader than 
those of the stem leaves, with a few rounded teeth; stem leaves 
with narrow linear segments; flowers small, the lower developing 
into fruit before the others have faded ; stalks clothed with reflexed 
hairs; sepals (A, a 3) 5, spreading, hairy; petals (B, x3) 5, pale 



yellow, with a wedge-shaped scale over the nectary at the base; 
stamens (C, x5) rather few; carpels (D, a1\) few, free, in fruit 
compressed and covered with sharp-pointed warts and with bristly 
margins (family Raminculaceae). 

A common weed, and often abundant in neglected cornfields, 
flowering and ripening its seed with the corn. It is a regular com- 
panion of Foofs Parsley, Venus’ Comb, and other similar fol- 
lowers of the plough, and it often appears in stackyards. Tt proves 
a pest to farmers because it gets bound up with the straw in har- 
vesting, being tall when growing in the shelter of the corn. The 
prickly fruits are unique among our native buttercups, and are 
readily spread by means of the hooked tubercles. 
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IVY-LEAVED CROWFOOT 234 

Ranmculus hederaceus L. ( x 



In muddy places in iSfeches or floating in water; stems rooting at 
the nodes; leaves opposite or alternate^ kidney-shaped, shallowly 
5-7-lobed, widely heart-shaped at the base, on long stalks, rather 
fleshy and glabrous green, with a half-moon-shaped darker patch; 
stalks expanded at the base into a broad membranous sheath; 
flowers (A, x 1 J) solitar>' from near the axil of the leaf-stalk, 
about in. diam., rather long**stalked, but the stalks shorter 
than those of the leaves and recurving in fruit; sepals 5, green. 



shorter than the petals, petals 5, white, 3-5-nervcd; stamens (B, 
N 6) few (about ID); carpels free fiom one another, several, blunt 
and becoming transversely reticulated in fruit (C, > 10) (family 
Ranimcuhceae), 

This species is rather intermediate betw'ecn the Field and the 
Water Buttercups, but the leaves are never finely divided, as in the 
latter. It also shows some relationship with the Lesser Celandine, 
Fkwia verna Huds, dig. 236). 

The anthers of the 8-10 stamens shed their pollen on the stig- 
mas when the flower opens, and self-pollination is eflective; after- 
wards the stamens move outwards. Nectar sparingly secreted in 
a pit at the base of the petals. 
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235 LENORMAND'S WATER CROWFOOT 
Ranunculus lenormqndii Scbultz (x i) 

Aquatic floating herb or creeping in the^ud with soft fleshy 
branches giving off numerous fine roots at the nodes, each node 
with a large rounded membranous stipule and with an extra- 
axillary pedicel ; leaves Jong-stalked, rounded or kidney-shaped in 
outline, cordate at the base, 3-54obed, 1 in. diam., lobes 

rounded and often emargmate, glabrous; stipules very conspicu- 



ous; pedicels about 1-1 jr m. Jong, recurved in fiiilt: sepals (A, 2) 

5, oblong, erect: petals (B, y2) 5, much longer than the sepals, 
white, 5-ncrved, without a scale at the base; stamens (C\ > 2) 10- 
8; receptacle glabrous; carpels (D, ^ 3) numerous, in fruit trans- 
versely wrinkled (E, ::6) and with a nearly central curved beak 
( f am ily Ranunculaceae ) . 

Sometimes locally common in streams from central Scotland 
southwards, and in Hire; extends soulli to northern Spain and 
Portugal. 

Though it grows both in the water and in the mud, tliere are no 
dissected leaves as in olhei water buttercups, all of which have 
white flowers- It shares this leaf-character with R. lutarius and R. 
hederaceus. 


290 



LESSER CELANDINE. PILEWORT 236 
Ficaria verna Huds. ( x f ) 

Known to nearly evcigi'^ountry child, and often used as a test of 
the liking for butter by the amount of reflection from the shining 
petals on the skin below the chin; one of the first spring flowers 
(Febiiiary-May) and frequently included with the true buttercups 
m the genus E^nuncuhis, but recognized here as a separate genus 
because of the apparently opposite unequal-sized leaves, only 3 
(instead of 5) sepals, and more than 5 petals; remarkable in the 
family by the fact that the \oung plantlet (embr>o) hasonly 1 seed- 



leaf (cotyledon); the shoit pciennial lootstock beais numerous 
finger-like tubers (A, \ i); frequently small rounded bulbils (B, 
' i) in the axils of the leaves, especially m plants growing in very 
shady places ; lowest leaves (C, \ J) long-stalked, glossy, broadJy- 
Iriangulur, all with wavy margins; llowers star-like, solitary, axil- 
lary, closing in bad or dull weather; petals (D, \ 1|) about 8 or 
more, an outer whorl ofS alternate w’lth the sepals, an inner whorl 
of 5, if more than these within the 5, broadly lanceolate, bright 
yellow and shining, with a dull dccpcr-col cured ncctar-secretmg 
base, bleaching with age, stamens numerous; anthers (F, x4) 
opening at the sides; carpels about 20-25 (El, x U), free, with a 
subterminal sessile stigma not receptive until most of the anthers 
have shed their pollen, each carpel containing a single ovule at- 
tached at the side (E2, x2; (family Ranwwidaceae) (synonym 
Raniyiculus ficaria L.). 
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237 PHEASANT’S EYE 

Adonis annua L, ( x 

Erect annual herb up to H ft. high; stem li^e-branchcd, glabrous 
or nearly so; leaves alternate, the lower stalked, the upper sessile, 

all deeply 2-3 times pin- 
nate into narrow sharply- 
pointed segments, glab- 
rous; flowers solitary at 
the ends of the stem or 
shoots, stalked; sepals (A, 
\2), free, purplish, rather 
unegual, some 3-loothcd; 
petals (B, v2) 6, free, 
deep red, with a purple 
mark at the base, obo- 
vate, closely nerved; sta- 
mens (C, X 3) 10-1 5, free; 
carpels (O, >2) numer- 
ous, free, with a short 
oblique stigma and 1 
pendulous ovule (C, x4); 
fruiting caipfts (F, x 1) 
loose on the elongated up 
to about I in. long axis, 
wrinkled- reticulate when 
dry (synonym Adonic 
aiitunwalL L.) (family 
Ranunculaccati ) . 

A very beautiful flower in iaic summer with vivid red petals 
which serve to attract insects, though there is no nectar Either 
cross- or self-pollination takes place. It grows in corntields and 
gardens or on waste ground. Named after Adonis, a youth be- 
loved ot Venus, who at his de.ilh was changed into u flower. 

The genus Adonis is closely related to the Buttercups {Ranun- 
culus)^ the absence of a nectary from the claw of the petals being 
the chief difference This may seem trifling, though it is of great 
biological importance in connexion with the visits of insects. 

It is a genus of nearly 40 species, mostly European, but some 
in eastern Asia south to the Himalayas and in North Africa. 
Only a few are in cultivation, a striking species being A. amurensis 
from Manchuria and Japan, with large golden yellow, rose or 
bright red-striped flowers about 2 in. across. 
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YELLOW MEADOW RUE 
Thalictmm flavum L. ( x J) 


‘ 238 


- A 


Herb up to 3 ft. high,^rith a perennial rootstock; stem stout, hol- 
low, furrowed; leaves alternate, twice pinnate, expanded into a 
large toothed sti- 
pule at the base 
and embracing the 
stem ; leaflets about 
2-3 pairs and a 
terminal one, shap- 
ed more or less like 
a nan AW spade 
and deeply 3-lobed 
in the upper haif. 
ihe lobes ascend- 
ing, nerves radiat- 
ing from the base, 
prominent below 
and reticulate; 
flowers (B, 8) in 

a terminal dense 
panicle with leafy 
biacts gradually 
1 educed in si^c up- 
wards; pedicels 
ciect in liow'ei ; se- 
pals (A, <0) 5, 

yellow, free, veiny ; 
petals absent; sta- 
mens (C, '12) 

several, yellow, 
with slender free 
li laments and nar- 
row anthers with a 
rather broad con- 
nective ; carpels 
several, sessile, 
obliquely ovoid, with a large sessile stigma, ovule 1; fruiting 
carpels (D, x6) about 3-5 with several abonne ones between, 
ovoid, strongly ribbed ( E, x 7) and tipped by the persistent stigma 
(family Ranimculaccac). 

In moist meadows and along ditches in Europe and north 
Asia^ flowering in summer. 
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PASQUE FLOWER 
Anemone pulsatilla L. ( x J) 


Perennial herb with thick rootstock covelred in the upper part 
with the fibrous remains of the leaf-stalks; old flower-stalk (A) 
usually persisting during the next season's growth, erect; leaves in 
bunches on the rootstock, stalked, deeply divided to the third 
degree into narrow acute segments and finely pilose with long 
weak hairs; stalk sheathing towsirds the base and closely nerved; 
flowers appearing with the leaves, at first inverted, at length 
spreading or erect, single on each stalk which bears below the 
middle a much divided sessile leafy bract covered with long silky 
hairs; sepals (B, \ i) mostly 6, blue-violet, ovate-lanceolate, Ij- 
14 in. long, covered with long hairs on the outside; no petals; 
stamens (C, >> 8) numerous, the outermost very short and trans- 
formed into globular gland-like neclaiies (D, x4); carpels (E, 
X 8) numerous, free, silky, with slender thread-like styles; fruiting 
carpels (bunch of achenes) (F, xl) much like those of the 
'‘Traveller’s Joy’ (Clematis vitolha L.) with long persistent silky 
hairy styles (synonym PuhattHa vulgaris Miller) (fviniily Ranim- 
culaccac). 

This species, and others which are not found w^Id in Britain, are 
regarded by some botanists as a distinct genus, P/f/sutill(f, chiefly 
because the outer stamens are transformed into stalked gland-like 
nectaries. In Anemone proper there are no nectaries. 

The large, coloured sepals attract insects, mainly ncclar-sucking 
and pollen-collcoting bees, w^hich serve as pollinators, while ants 
steal the nectar. In the first flowering stage the stigmas are already 
receptive, and they remain in this condition for 2~4 days, during 
which the numerous stamens are opening and shedding their 
pollen. Neciai is secreted by the outermost stamens which are 
converted into stalked head-likc stiuctures. As the stigmas project 
far above the longest stamens, insects first come into contact with 
them and effect pollination if they have already visited another 
flower. 

One of our most lovely native plants, and a glorious sight w'hen 
in full flower in chalky pastures and downs fully exposed to the 
sun; confined to England, but ficquently grown in gardens from 
continental stock; widely distributed from Europe to Sibeiia, 
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WOOD ANEMONE 
Anemone nemorosa L. (x|) 


Perennial with slender black rootstock, flowering in and near 
woods in early spring before the trees become leafy; leaves 2-3 



from the rootstock, 
long-stalked, divided 
to the base into three 
parts, each part nar- 
rowed to the base 
and deeply lobed and 
coarsely toothed; 
flowering stem soli- 
tary, bear mg a single 
terminal flower (A, 
and a whorl of 
3 leaves towards the 
top like the root 
leaves but smaller 
and shortly stalked: 
sepals usually 6, glab- 
lous, ^pctal-like and 
white or mauvish 
pink to purple-blue; 
no petals; stamens 
(H, , 2^0 numerous; 
li laments slender; an- 
thers fixed at the base, 
short: carpels (C, 

1 4 ) free, hair>'. beak- 
ed; seed solitary in 
each carpel; easily 
distinguished from 
the much rarer A. 
puisatilla L (Pasque 


flower), which has silky-hairy sepals and the carpels ending in 
featbeiy beaks like Clematis (family Ranunculoccac). 

There are no nectaiies in the Wood Anemone, but insects of 


many kinds visit it for the sake of its pollen. The absence of petals 
is perhaps best explained by assuming thai they have been dis- 
pensed with during the course of evolution and their function, that 
of attracting insects, has been taken over by the sepals. These, in 
addition, protect the pollen by the flower bending over at night 


and during wet weather, so that they do double work. 
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TRAVELLER’S JOY, OLD MAlsI’S BEARD 241 
Ciematis vitalba L. ( X I ) 

Large slender climber, spreading over trees, shnibs, and hedges 
by means of the twisted Jcaf-stalks; branches softly pubescent, 
tough; leaves opposite, 
without stipules, pin- 
nate, leaflets usually 5, 
ovate or ovate-lanceo- 
late, 3-nervcd from the 
base, entire or with a 
few coarse teeth, hairy 
on the nerves; flowers 
with a hawthorn-like 
odour, in loose axil- 
lary panicles, at the 
end of short axillary 
hranchlets; sepals 4, 
not overlapping m bud 
(valvate) \^hite or 
greenish white, sofily 
hairy outside; no pe- 
tals; stamens numei- 
ous, outer opening 
tirst and bending away 
from stigmas; carpels 
numerous, on a short 
axis, free, \ery con- 
spicuous in fiuil, form- 
ing a dense white mass 
with long silky hairs, 
the style elongated into a tbtead-iike tail; seed solitary (family 
Ranunculaceac). 

There is no nectar, but the pollen provides food for insect visi- 
tors. This species may cause injury to stock if eaten in quantity; 
the branches arc useful for making light baskets. It is usually very 
common on calcaieous soil, particularly on the North and South 
Downs in the south of England, flowers during summer, and is 
easily distinguished from other wild British plants by its climbing 
habit, opposite pinnate leaves, loose axillary panicles of flowers 
with a coloured calyx but no petals, and the bunch of hairy long- 
tailed fruits. It is widely distributed in central and southern 
Europe as far cast as the Caucasus. 
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242 WH[|TE WATER-LILY 

f^mphaea alba L. ( x i) 

Aquatic perennial with thick fleshy rootstock; leaf-stalks round- 
ed. with 4 large and several smaller intercellular spaces with inter- 
nal hairs (K, xl^); leaf-blade floating on the water, rounded, 
deeply cordate, with several radiating nerves; flowers on long 
stalks, lying on the surface of the water, white, not scented, 3-4 
in. diam.; sepals (A, y\) 4, greenish-white; petals (B, C, xi) 
numerous, white or tinged with pink dowmwards, the outer broad- 
ly lanceolate and gradually transformed into stamens (D-G, x J) ; 



carpels about 20, united into an ovaiy with spreading united yel- 
low Stigmas, each ending in an incurved lich crcam-yellow appen- 
dix ; ovary (H, x-l) with as many loculi as stigmas, with numerous 
ovules on the walls (.1, J); fruit a pulpy berry, ripening under 

water (family Nymphaeaceae). 

In lakes, ponds, and backwaters, flowering from June to Sep- 
tember; widely distributed in the temperate northern hemisphere. 

Although clearly related to the Buttercup lamily {Rcmuncula- 
ceae)y the Water-lily family, Nymphaeaceae^ shows a consider- 
able advance in some parts of its floral stiucture. Its more primi- 
tive features are the scarcely perceptible difterence between the 
sepals and petals; the latter are numerous and grade into the also 
numerous stamens. « 
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BRANDY BOTTLE, YELLOW WATER-LILY 243 

Nuphar lutea (L.) Sm. 'Ck-J) 

In lakes, ponds, and ditches; rhizome creeping; submerged leaves 
on rather short stalks, very thin, floating leaves rather leathery, 
deeply 2'lobed at the base, lobes contiguous, blade in outline 
broadly obovate, with a wide midi ib and many slender side-nerves : 
Jcaf-stalk thick and fleshy, flattish on the upper surface; flowers 
shortly exserted from the water on long stalks, broadly cup-shaped, 
2-2i in. diam,; sepals 5, green and yellow outside, yellow inside, 
thick and fleshy; petals (A, 1) 12-15, broadly obovate- wedge- 

shaped, about i in. long and broad, closely and strongly nerved; 



stamens (B, 1) numeious, in about 6 rows, facing inwards (in- 

ti orse), curving outwards as they ripen; anther-lobes sepaiate, 
connective produced and ver> blunt (<runcatc); ovary (C, x4) 
ovoid, style short, thick, lop composed of about 15 united stig- 
mas ladiating from the middle, fruit (E, ovoid, with numer- 
ous seeds (F, >1) (D, cross-section of ovary, xV) (family 
I^ymphncaccac ) . 

The name ‘Biandy Bottle’ is given to this plant probably in 
reference to the shape of the fiuit (E, /\ \ and not because of the 
flower-scent. The radiating stigmas recall those of the poppy 
capsule. 
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244 ALPINE BARRENWORT 

E0fjedium aipinum L. (X:J) 

Perennial herb up to about 1 ft. high with slender creeping root- 
stock covered with loose brown bark; leaves often single, erect on 

wiry stalks, thrice di- 
vided, each division 
with three leaflets or 
sometimes up to 7 
leaflets, these ovate, 
cordate at the base, 
acute at the apex, 
with 5 main nerves 
ascending from the 
base, sharply toothed 
on the margin, paler 
below and almost 
glaucous; joints of 
the stalk swollen and 
bearing a few slender 
hairs; flowers in a 
slcndgr open panicle 
borne on the stem 
below the leaf; axis 
and blanches W'lth 
long gland-lipped 
bans (A, \ 3); bracts 
ovate - lanceolate, 
<ihoit; pedicels slen- 
der, glandulai , se- 
pals (G, / 3) 4, 

giecnish red, half as 
long as the 4 red 
boat-shaped petals, 
opposite each of whicii a yellow tubular nectary (H, ' 3); stamens 
(C, x3) 4, rather shorter than the petals; anthers opening by 
valves, with produced connective; ovary (D, 4) ot 1 carpel, w ilh 

about 6 ovules in 2 series up the middle (Fi, x 4); fruit (F, x 1 1) a 
follicle with 2 unequal valves (family Berber klaceae). 

A native of southern Europe, introduced and found in damp 
places in woods, flowering from March to May. The blood-red 
petals serve to attract insects, the broadly tubular yellow nec- 
taries secreting the nectar. The anthers open by valves which arc 
characteristic of the family. 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN OR OREGON GRAPE 245 
Mahonia aquifoHum Nutt, (x^) 

Shrub up to 6 ft. high, without spines except on the margins of the 
leaves ; leaves leather>% clustered at the ends of the shoots, pinnate 
with an odd terminal stalked leallet and 3-4 pairs of leaflets, 
these opposite, sessile, ovate to rounded acute, with numerous 
very sharply pointed deltoid teeth; lateral nerves much branched 
and forming a fine network with the veins; flowers (A, x2) in 
racemes clustered at the ends of the shoots, with ovate bud-scales 
at the base; bracts ovate, acute; pedicels longer than the bracts; 
sepals (B, x 3) and petals (C, ^ 3) yellow, the latter distinguished 
by a pair of nectaries towards the base; stamens (D, \ 5) 6, facing 
inwards, the anthers opening by flaps (valves; the filament with 



a large tooth on each side near (he top; ovary of I carpel (E, x 3) 
with about 6 ovules on the wall near the base; fruit (F, ^ a dark- 
blue 1-seeded berry like a small grape and with a similar ‘bloom' 
(family Berhcrkiaceac). - Synonym Bahais (iquifofiwn Pursh 
A native of western North America, from Vancouver Island 
southwards, and much pianicd as an ornamental shrub in 
British gardens, often found as an escape in woodlands, flowering 
in early spring. The stamens are sensitive to touch and move to- 
wards the stigma, striking the head of the visiting insect duiing 
the process, and depositing a load of pollen which they carry to 
another flower. The anthers open by valves or flaps (see fig D), a 
character common to the family as a whole. 
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246 BARBERRY 

' Betberis vulgaris L. f x §) 

A shrub up to several feet high in hedges and copses; wood yel- 
lowish in section ; branches of two kinds, of long and short shoots, 
the long shoots ribbed and bearing 3-forkcd. pnckle-hke, modi- 
fied leaves (A, x li); short shoots in the axils of these bearing a 
tuft of normal leaves, and with the persistent stalks of the pre- 
vious years’ leaves at the base, leaves ^poon-shaped-obovate, 
stalked, very veiny, and with fine sharp teeth on the margin; 
flowers (B, >^'4) in pedulous racemes, each raceme apparently ter- 
minating each short shoot; bracts very small; stalks as long or 
longer than the flowers; sepals usually 9, scarcely distinguishable 
from the 6 petals m 2 row's, but the latter with a pair of nectaries 
near the base (C, v (O); stamens 6. moving towaids the middle 
when touched; anthers opening by flaps tD, a 6), as m the Laurel 
family; ovary (E, x 12) w'lth a few basal ovules; fruit (F, - 1) an 
orange-red oblong-elliptic berry, with a broad blackish stigma (G, 
section of seed) (family Bctbcruhiceac). 

This bush fell into great disfavour when i( was discovered that 
it was a host for the accidiosporcs of the Rust of w'hcat, Puccima 
graminis, and for that reason the species is not nearly so common 
as formerly. ^ 

The make-up (morphology) of the Barberry is of great interest, 
and can be best understood when compaied with the Oregon 
Grape, Mahonia (tig. 245). In the latter genus, which js the more 
primitive, the leaves arc pinnate with an odd terminal leaflet, and 
they are evergreen, whilst the llower-clustcrs (mfloTescence) arise 
from the axil of a scale of the vvinier-bud which terminates the 
long shoot. In Bcrhef ts, however, the leaves are always simple and 
usually deciduous, but they are jointed at the base, which shows 
that they arc really a compound leaf like Mahonia, but reduced to 
a single leaflet; and the infloiescence w at the apex of a shoit 
shoot, which arises in the axil of a leaf-lhorn. 

Honey is produced in abundance m swellings on the petals and 
is eagerly sought by bees. As soon as they touch the Iviwcr part of 
the stamen, the latter moves towards it, and showers the pollen on 
the head of the insect, which tiansfeis it to the stigma of another 
flower. The movement of the stamens may be observed by touch- 
ing the anther of a newly opened flower w ith the lip of a pencil. 
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ASARABACCA 
Asarum europaeum L. { X 


a 


Perennial herb with slender creeping rootstock and a very short 
stem clothed with long many-cclled hairs; leaves few, usually 2 

(or 4) paired 
on each stem, 
long-stalked, 
k idncy- shaped 
rounded, 
deeply cordate 
’l at the base and 

i 5-nerved, en- 

jj ^ ^ tire, slightly 

*i ^ ^ hairy on the 

\ /^\\ \ stalks 

4 I 'J I clothed with 

\L^'/{h] \ I I long hairs as on 

I |i!lj.U \ the stem; flower 

M . 1 y i between 

m Iff the leaf-pairs, 

3 stalked; calyx 

p *Ja persistent, bell- 

shaped, tubu- 
lar, deeply 3- 

lobed, 5-4 in. long, brownish and hairy outside, dark-purple in- 
side; no petals; stamens (B, » 4) 12, m 2 lows, the filaments pro- 
longed into a point above the anther; ovary (C, /6) inferior, 6- 
locular (D, 6) ; style with a 6-lobed stigma ; ovules numerous on 

axile placentas; fruit rather Jeather>% bursting irregularly, hairy, 
seeds (E, x 8) with a waited caruncle up one side, and minute em- 
bryo in abundant endosperm (family Aristohchiaccac), 

A rather rare plant in Britain and found in shady places in 
woods and on hedgebanks, flowering in May ; distributed in south 
and central Europe to Asia Minor and east to Siberia. 

Most members of the family occur in tropical and subtropical 
regions. 

The calyx (perianth) of Asarum curopaemn at first upe.is by 
fissures between the three lobes, and these serve as entrances for 
the small flies seeking access to the interior of the flower. The 
stigmas are close below' these three fissures and the insects pass 
over them and deposit pollen from previousiy visited flowers. 
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BIRTHWORT 

Arlstolochia clematitis L. (x4) 


248 


Perennial herb with erect ribbed zigzag stems; leaves alternate, 
stalked, very broadly ovate, deeply cordate at the base, slightly 
notched at the apex, up to 
5 in. long and broad but 
usually about 2-\ in., en- 
tire, glabrous, more or 
Jess glaucous below; no 
stipules; flowers usually 3 
or 4 in each leaf-axil, 
stalked, bud (A, 
aculc; calyx modified into 
a corolla-hkc tubular 
slnicluie with a globular 
base, narrow tube and an 
ovate oblique notched 
limb, pale greenish-yel- 
low; stamens (C, . 2) 6, 
the anthers adnatc to the 
short columnar style be- 
low the 6-iobed stigma; 

(warylD, x4) infenoi, 6- 
locular; fruit (b, . 1) a 
globose, 6- locular capsule 
about 1 in diani.,see(l (P', 
triangular, flat (fa- 
mily Aristohcluaveae), 

An escape from garden*; 
found here and there cunongst old rums in the south and east of 
Lngland; nutixe of southern buropc. 

The flower is a tiap for small insects, [t is at first upright and 
the tube 1 *= furnished w'lth downwardly-diiected hairs (B, x 1) on 
the inside, which allows tiny flies and gnats to enter but prevent 
them from creeping out again. The stigmas are lipe before the 
anthers of the same flower so that if insects have visited an older 
flower in which the anthers have opened they eftect cross-pollina- 
tion. The anthers then dehisce and the flower, until now upright, 
bends downwards, and the hairs closing the tube shnveJ so tliat 
the exit is no longer barred to the little prsoners. Completely 
covered with pollen, they emerge and tutnsfer it to a newly open- 
ing flow^cr. 

♦ 

M (1) 
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249 FIELD POPPY 

Papaver rhoeas L. ( x -J) 

Annual, erect, up to about 2 fi. high, clothed with stiff spreading 
bristly hairs; lower leaves deeply pinnately divided, the divisions 

again deeply cut or 
coarsely toothed (ser- 
iate); flowers solitary 
oh long stalks, nodding 
in bud and covered by 
two bristly hairy sepals 
which fall off as Ihe 
flower opens (A, x-j); 
petals 4, overlapping 
and crumpled in bud, 
rich scarlet with a black 
eye at the base; sta- 
mens numerous, wUh 
slender 1i laments, ovary 
really 1 -locular, but the 
placentas (B, ex- 

tending from the walls 
nearly to the middle, 
bioadly top-shaped 
with a diskdike top 
from the middle of 
which radiate the 8 -12 
sessile stigmas; capsule 
(C‘, ' 1) more or less 

globose, crowned by the 
disk-like stigmas and opening beneath them by as many pores; 
seeds (D, • 8) numerous, kidney-shaped, reticulate (b, vertical 
section of seed, xS) (family Papavermeae). 

The common Poppy flowers all summer and is often very abun- 
dant in cornfields, frequently colouring the landscape Jt is poison- 
ous to stock in a green condition. There are no nectaries. Al- 
though the stamens aic already mature in the bud stage and pollen 
from them fails on the alieady receptive stigmas, this self-pollina- 
tion is ineffective, and later on cross-pollination is brought about 
by insects visiting the flowers for the pollen itself, as theie arc no 
nectaries in the flowers of the whole family. 

Another feature of the family is the very fugitive nature of the 
sepals in many species, which usually fall off as the petals expand. 
The petals arc usually crumpled in bud, 
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PALE POPPY 

Papaver argemone L. (xi) 
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Annual herb up to about 1 ft. high, usually branched &cmi the 
base, covered all over with erect bristly hairs; leaves twice deeply 
divided into narrow lobes, 
the hairs on the surfaces 
Jong and weak; flowers, 
several on each branch, on 
long slender stalks; bud 
(A, xl) obovoid, of 2 
sepals which soon fall off. 
spanngiy bnsily outside; 
petals 4, about 1 m. long, 
obovate, pale led, often 
with a Jaigc dark blotch 
at the base; stamens (H, 

4) numerous, the fila- 
ments dark crimson and 
dilated above the middle; 
ovaiy biistly-hairy; cap- 
sule (C, xJi) naiiowly 
oblong, ;! in. long, 
crowned by 5 sessile stig- 
mas With a window- like 
opening below each of 
them; seeds (D, 7) 

cur\ed, ellipsoid, reticu- 
iate(fami ly Fapawt aveac ) . 

A cornfield weed much less common than the Field Poppy 
{.Pnpaver t hocus L , fig 249), and leadilv distinguished from that 
species by the swollen filaments of the stamens and the very 
narrow bristly fiuit with only 5 sligmas. 

It IS the smallest of the British poppies. Poppy capsules are 
interesting, as they open by little holes near the top through which 
the seeds escape w hen blown about by the w ind. A similar mode of 
opening is found in the genus Campanula (see figs. 494- 504). 

Four of the poppies winch grow' wild or naturalized in Britain 
arc shown in this book. There are other two, P. duhiinn L., the 
Long-headed Poppy, and P. kroqii Lamotle, known as Babing- 
ton’s Poppy, both of them with glabrous (hairless) capsules, 
those of the former gradually n.irrowed from near the lop, the 
latter suddenly narrowed only neai the base. 
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251 LONG-HEADED POPPY 

Papaver dublum L. ( X i) 

a narrow carrot-like root, up to about IV ft. high; 
leaves tA, xf) up to 1 ft. long, pinnately divided almost to the 

midrib, the lobes again 
deeply cut into oblong 
segments, loosely covered 
with long bristle - like 
hairs; stems leafy in the 
lower part, also bristly- 
!iair> : fiowers salmon- 
red, U-2 in. diam , on 
long slender stalks; se- 
pals 2, falling off as the 
flower opens (B, <|), 

egg-shaped, i in, long, 
loosely covered with long 
hriatle-likc hairs; petals 
4, veiny; stamens nu- 
nicious, tlieir stalks and 
anthers dark purple; no 
nectary ovary longer 
and narrower than in the 
Field Poppy (fig. 251), 
narrowed to the base, 
smooth, 1 -locular with 
6-12 intruding placentas 
(C, ^'3) and numerous 

o\ulcs, stigmas about 
6-12 radiating on the flat 
top of the ovary; fiuit (D, - 5) tapered to the base (narrowly 
obconic), capped by the ladiating stigmas and opening by "win- 
dows’ between each rib, seeds (E, \ 8 ) numerous, deeply pitted 
(family Papaveraceac) 

Glows in old quarries, in fields, and amongst rubbish-dumps. 
Like the Field Poppy, it is poisonous to stock, and remains so if 
mixed with hay. It is readily recognized, especially by its fruit, 
which is long and nan owed to the base, with fewer stigrnatic rays 
(usually about 8) than in the Field Poppy. As in the latter, there 
are no nectaries in the flower, insects visiting them to c<»llect the 
pollen for food. 
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OPIUM POPPY 

Papaver somniferum L. ( X J) 


2S2 


Erect annual up lo 3 ft. high, glabrous except for the Mpies on 
the flower-stalks; lower leaves oblanceolatc in outline »d nar- 
rowed to the 


base, gradually 
becoming sessile 
upwards and 
cordate-aujicLi- 
late, all pm- 
nately lobulate 
and coarsely 
toothed, vei7 
thin; flowers 
large, blui^^h- 
whjte, the petals 
with a large 
purple blotch at 
the base; sepals 
2, glabrous or 
with a few bristly 
hairs at the top, 
soon falling oiT; 
petals rounded- 
obo\ate with 
crinkly maigins; 
stamens (A, y 3) 
numerous: 
ovaiy globose, 
shortly stipilale, 
I -locular, 9-10 
intrusive placen- 
tas bearing nu- 
merous ovules; 
capsule shortly 
stipitatc, glo- 
bose, smooth, 



capped by a 

plate-like 9-10-rayed stigrnaticdisk, with as many holes below the 


disk from which the small pitted seeds escape (family 
Flowers from July onwards; a native of southern Europe and 


much cultivated; naturalized, especially in maritime districts and 
in the Fens of East Anglia. 
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WELSH POPPY 

Meconopsis cambrica (L.) Viguicr ( x |) 


Pereiuipperb with yellow sap: rootstock stout, branched; stems 
slender, %ip to about ft. high, glabrous or with a few slender 

bustles; basal leaves pin- 
nately divided, long- 
stalked, segments lanceo- 
late, narrowed to the base, 
coarsely toothed, glab- 
rous or nearly so; stem- 
leaves becoming nearly 
sessile upwards, also pin- 
nately divided; flowers 
terminal, solitary on long 
slender stalks, nodding in 
bud (A, ?-); buds ovoid, 

thinly bnstly-hairy ; sepals 
2, soon falling off; petals 
/J niucli ciumplcd m bud 
(B, K orange-coloured 
on opening, changing to 
chrome-yrtlow, whole 
flower nearly 2 in, in 
diani.* stamens (C, - 6) 
numerous; anthers small, 
, yellow; ovary (D, xJi) 
narrowly ellipsoid, green, glabrous, 1 -locular with 5 placentas on 
the w'aIJs (F, \ 3 ), ovules numerous; style short, thick, wath 5 
grooved rjeflesed stigmas (E, y 3 ); fruit (H, / I4) a capsule open- 
ing by short valves below the persistent style; seeds (J, x 8) small, 
rugose (family Fopawmeeae) 

A very interesting plant because of its Atlantic distiibution, be- 
ing found only in the western mountainous parts ot our islands, 
growing in moist shady glens from Devon north\\ards thioiigh 
Wales to Westmorland, up to 2,000 fi. altitude; it is also wild in 
Eire and is naturalized in some parts of Scotland. On the whole it 
favours calcareous soil. LIsewhcrc it occuis in Ailantic Europe, as 
far south as the central Pyrenees. 

This species is the type of the genus Mcconopsh^ and the lirst 
specimens (j'roin Wales) were described by Linnaeus, who called 
them Papaver cambnaim. 
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HORNED or SEA POPPY 
Clauciiim flavum Crantz. ( x ^ ) 

A strong-growjilg annual on sandy or pebbly sea-shores, glau- 
cous; basal leaves (A, < i) thick, stalked, up to I ft. long, deeply 
pinnately lobed, the 
lobes increasing in si/e 
upwards, these again 
coarsely toothed, loose- 
ly coveied below when 
young with short haus; 
stem - leaves sessile, 
ovate, less deeply lob- 
ed; lloweis shortly 
stalked, the lower ones 
forming wcll-dcvclopeil 
fruits whilst the uppei 
aie still open; sepals 
2, falling off earlv, 
with a few crisped bans 
outside; petals 4, jef 
low, about li m. long; 
stamens numcious: 
ovary linear, with 2 
sessile stigmas, fruit 
elongated and slender, 
curved, up to 1 ft. long; 
the large petals fall off 
the second day after 
opening, and the stig- 
mas dcvch>p before the 
anlhcis open and pro)oct beyond them, thus pievcnting sclf- 
polhnation; theie arc no nectaries (synurijin Guiucuwi Iiitcitm 
.Scop.) (familv Pupavcuacac), 

Although this ]daiu belongs to the same family as the Field 
Poppy (lig. 249), to winch its (lowers bear some general resem- 
hl.'incc, though they aie yellow, its fruits are quite dilTerent, and 
are more like tho^e ol some ot the Ciucifcr lamily {Cnidfcrac), 
Indeed, the elongated fruits arc the mo^t conspicuous feature of 
the plant and mature very early. Theic are several connecting 
Jinks between the Popp}' and the Ci ucifer families, the latter being 
a more recent or highly evolved group. 
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VIOLET HORNED POPPY 
Rocmeria hybrida (L.) DC. ( X^) 


Annual^licrb up to about 1 ft. high; branches few, sparingly 
setose-pilose; basal leaves soon withering, stalked, the stalks 



expanded and 
ciiiate at the 
base, the blades 
twice deeply 
divided into nar- 
row bluntish 1- 
nerved lobes 
tipped by a 
slender bristle; 
upper leaves ses- 
sile but divided 
like the lower- 
most; flowers 
single at the 
ends of long 
pedicels, violet- 
purple with a 
large deeper 
coloured basal 
blotch; buds (A, 
:S) nodding, 
setose; sepals 2, 
falling off on 
opening; petals 
4, crumpled in 
bud; stamens (B, 
2) numerous, 
with purple fila- 
ments: ovary 1- 
Jocular, with 
numerous ovules 
on nerve-like 
parietal placen- 


tas; stigma (C, x 1) sessile, ?-4-lobcd , fruit a Iineai capsule, open- 
ing by as many valves as stigma-lobes, thinly setose; seeds (D, 6) 

broadly kidney-shaped, pitted-reticulate (family Papaveraceae), 
Formerly more common in cornfields m eastern England, but 
now a rare weed; a native of central and south Europe. 
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GREATER CELANDINE 

ChcHdonium majus L. ( x^) 


256 


Perennial; rootstock thick, fleshy, full of yellow juice which turns 
reddish when broken; leaves glaucous below, irregularly pinnate. 


the segments elliptjc or 
obovate, coarsely 
toothed and often lo- 
bulate at the base on 
one side and resembling 
stipules; flowers in a 
loose umbel on a long 
common stalk (pedun- 
cle) opposite the leaf 
( leaf-opposed) ; calyx 
minute; petals 4, >el- 
low, soon falling; sta- 
mens (A, X n ) several , 
ovary linear, with a 
scry short style and 
small head-Iikc >tigma; 
fruit (B, ' .f) cylindri- 
cal, smooth, up to 
about 2 in. long, seeds 
(C, ' 2|) with a large 
crest on one side; flow- 
ers all summer and 
gi ows on roadsides and 
in waste places often 
near houses and occa- 
sionally in neglected 
gardens; flowers re- 



main closed dunng dull weather, and the anthers then open in 
bud and ctfect self-pollination; open flowers are pollinated by bees 
collecting pollen; no nectaries , iujcc of root leputed to cure warts; 
injuiious to slock. 


This species is rather dilTcrcnt fiom other members of the 


Poppy family (Papavvtaccae) to which it belongs, but is not likely 
to be confused with any other in the British flora because of the 
position of the flower cluster (inflorescence), whose stalk is placed 
opposite to a leaf. Only one or two other common herbs share this 
striking feature, namely the Fumitory {Fumariaceae) (fig. 258) and 
Coronopus didymus (Cruci/crae) (fig. 307). The fruits are similar to 
those of some Cruciferae, 
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CLIMBING CORYDALIS 
Corydalis clavicidata (L.) DC. (x^) 


A very delicate slender herbaceous annual climber; leaves twice 
pinnate; leallets borne on a slender common stalk which ends in 
a branched tendril, narrowly elliptic, very thin, narrowed to the 
base, rounded to a sharp point at ibe apex, about \ in. long, finely 
lined with nerves parallel with the midrib and margin; flowers 
(A, x2j whitish, with a dark lilac hood, few, boine on a slender 
common stalk opposite the leaves (leaf-opposed), white or tinged 
with yellow; bracts (B, 7 3) small, broadly oblong or ovale; 
flower-stalks very short; petals 4 in 2 pairs, 1 of the outer petals 
with a short round spur at the base; stamens (D, x 2) in 2 bundles. 
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the middle anther 2-locular. the side anthers l-loculai; ovarv 
(P, x4, J-, 7) with 2 ovules on the placenta on the walls (parie- 

tal); style single; fiuits lew, oblong, beaked, sligntly constiictcd 
between the seeds, about i in. diam , black and shining, with a 
small crest at the point of attachment (family Fumat iacciw). 

Widely distributed but rarely common, in hilly districts; rare in 
Eire; flowers in summer, and easily recognized by the climbing 
habit with tendrils, and the leaf-opposed common flower-stalk 
(peduncle). 

The stamens arc at first shorter than the style, the stigma being 
concealed in the dark lilac hood of the inner upper petal. Into this 
hood the pollen is discharged and self-pollination may lake place. 
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FUMITORY 2Si 

fumaria officinalis L. (xi) 

Annual, glabrous all over, pale green, often forming a dense 
spreading tuft up to a foot or two in diameter; leaves bipinnate, 
the ultimate segments 
often coarsely 3-tooth- 
ed or lobed; flowers 
(A, x2) in slender ra- 
cemes opposite the 
leaves (leaf - opposed) 
or terminal, the lower 
often developed into 
fruits before the uppei 
have finished; stalks 
short, in the axil of a 
small bract; sepals (B, 

4) 2, white or colour- 
ed, toothed; peUls, 4, 
dull purple, with dark 
coloured tips, in two 
pans, the outer two 
united at the base, the 
upper with a large 
pouch at the baise; fila- 
ments (C, x2l) united 
into a sheath; ovary 
<D, x2i^) 1 -locular, 

with two placentas and 
two ovules on the walls; fruit (L, 2) a I seeded nut, nearly 

globose (family f 'umanaccac). 

This plant is not likely to be confused with any other except 
species of the same genus, which are very difficult to distinguish 
among themselves- The genus may be at once recognized by the 
position of the common stalk of the flowers (peduncle) which is 
placed opposite to a leaf (leaf-opposed). Attention is also drawn 
to this same character in the Greater Celandine (tig. 256) in the 
Poppy family, and Cotonopus didymiis (lig. 307) m the Crucifer 
family Allhougli nectar is secreted in the pouch of the upper 
petal, the ffowers are self-pollinated. 
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1S9 STOCK, GILLIFLOWER 

Matthiola ineana R. Br. { xj) 

Hoary herb covered all over with short soft star-shaped whitish 
hairs {A, X 5); leaves narrowly oblanceolate, ihe lowermost up to 

6 in. long and 1 in. broad, 
slightly notched at the 
apex, faintly nerved ; 
llowers mauve, fading to 
purple or red, few in a 
terminal raceme; sepals 4, 
tomentose; petals (B, 1 ) 

4, with a long claw and 
broad obovate limb; sta- 
mens (C, X J ) 6, 4 long and 
2 shtiricr; anthers cord- 
ate at the base; ovary lin- 
ear with numerous ovules ; 
stigma U-shaped, sessile, 
frml(D, xi)4“5in Jong, 
compressed , short ly hairy : 
seeds numerous, 

compressed, orbiculai, 
with a narrow white wing 
(lamily Cnuifetae). 

Rare on sea clifl’s in 
southern England and 
Wales; extends from the 
Canary Islands to Asia 
Minor 

The Howeis are sweei!> 
scented like cloves. The 
Jong nai row claws of the 
petals arc closely clasped 
by the sepals forming a 
tube sometimes half tilled 
with nectar which arises from swellings at the base of the shoitci 
stamens. 

The anthers of the four long stamens are situated just below the 
opening of the flower and open by slits w'hich face inwards; the> 
are nearest the stigmas and serve for self-pollination. The anthers 
of the shorter stamens serve for cross-poJIinalion for the pro- 
boscis of an insect trying to reach the nectaries will be dusted by 
their pollen and transferred to another flower. 
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MARITIME MALCOLMIA 260 

Malcolmla maritima (L.) R. Br. ( x^) 

Annual herb up to about I ft. high, but sometimes spreading and 
much branched from the base, covered all over with adpressed 
stellate 4'armed or 2-armed hairs; leaves grey-green, alternate, 
spathulate to oblanceolate, the lowermost sometimes with 1-2 
teeth on each margin, remainder mostly entire, very thin and 
loosely covered with 4 -2-armed hairs (A, x4); flowers few in 
terminal racemes; sepals (B, x 1) 4, two with broader hyaline tips, 
all covered with adpressed medifixed hairs; petals (C, xli) 4, 
long-clawed, bilobed, mauve with darker veins, claws greenish; 
stamens (D, '2) 6, 4 longer and 2 shoiter; anthers rounded to 
sagittate at the base, produced at the apex; ovary (E, x2) linear. 



vv/th several ovules, closely beset wjih meddixed hairs; style long; 
fi Lilts (F, > i) lineal, about 2 in. long, with a slender sharp beak, 
not flattened, covered with closely adpressed hairs (G, 3) (family 

Critciferae). 

A favourite garden annual, native of the sea-coasts of southern 
Europe, sometimes found on shingle beaches. 

An interesting feature about the flowers of this species is that 
the erect stiff pointed rows of bristles on the ovary prevent an in- 
sect from probing for nectar concealed around the base of the 
ovary except in such a way that its proboscis and head touch the 
pollen-covered anthers and the stigma. The flowers are also said 
to bj self-fertile. 
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261 DAME’S VIOLET 

Hesperis matromlis L. ( X }) 

Erect annual herb up to 3 ft* high, with simple or slightly branched 
thinly setose-pilose stems; basal leaves more or less forming a 

rosette, soon withering, 
petiolate, oblanceolaie, 
very slightly toothed and 
thinly setulose; stem- 
leaves shortly stalked, 
lanceolate to oblanceo- 
lale, distinctly dentate, 
those towards the flowers 
about 3 in. long and 1 in. 
broad, thinly pubescent 
with mostly 2-forked 
hairs; flowers fragrant 
in the evening, violcl- 
piirplc; pedicels about as 
long as the flower, shortly 
setulose; outer of the 4 
sepals po^iched at the 
base (A, x2); petals (B, 
.2)4, more than twice as 
long as the sepals, with a 
tooth on each side to- 
wards the base, veiny; sta- 
mens 6, 4 long and 2 
shorter ; anthers very 
large (C\ x2); ovary (D, 
2) elongated, with a ses- 
sile slightly bilobed stig- 
ma; fruit i}\ >' \ ) about 3 in. long, loruiosc, oi>ening by 2 nerved 
\alves and shortly beaked, seeds (F, ' 3) compressed, narrowly 
elliptic, dark brown (family Cmcifcntt ). 

A native of central and southern Lurope and northern Asia; 
in Britain only as a garden escape and sometimes found in waste 
places and by roadsides, llow'enng in early summer. The large 
vioIct-purplc flowers gne off a strong odour of violets, especially 
in the evening. Two large green fleshy nectaries surround the 
bases of the shorter stamens, the nectar collecting on each side of 
the flower between the insertion of the filaments and the base of 
the ovary. 
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GARLIC MUSTARD 262 

Alliaria officinalis Andrz. (flowers and leaves, xf; fruits xf> 


Erect annual or biennial up to about 3 ft. high, often crowded to- 
gether, and when rubbed giving off a strong smell of garlic; stems 
and leaves glabious 
or nearly so; lower 
leaves on very long 
stalks, these decreas- 
ing in length up- 
wards; leaves broadly 
ovate triangular, \ciy 
widely cordate at the 
base, triangular- 
pointed al the apex, 
very coarsely toothed 
(dentate); mam 
nerves 3-5 fiom the 
base: (lowers small 
and w'hite, in terminal 
and lateral racemes 
though at liist form- 
ing a close cluster - 
like corymb; sepals 
(A, '"2) soon falling 
off, giecn, oblong, 
loundcd at the apex, 

4-5-nerved; petals 
(B, h}) narrowly 

obovate, white: sta- 
mens (C, yA) 0, 4 long and 2 short, ovary (D, - 3) with a very 
short bilid style and several ovules; fiuits on very short stout 
spreading stalks, about 2 m. long, ncaily cylindiical, very narrow 
and with a prominent niidulc nerve on eacli valve; seeds (L, x2) 
with a broad curved stalk, black, oblong-cllipsoid, flattened on 
one side, lined (striate) lengthwise (synonym Sisyinbiium alliaria 
Scop.) (family C'nicf/ciar). 

This plant grows in colonies under hedges and in shady w'aste 
and cultivated places, flowering in spring; easily recognized by the 
distinctive shape of the leaves, the very short and stout fruit stalks 
and the striate seeds. The nectaries are placed at the base of the 
two short stamens, secreting on their inner sides, and filling the 
space between the filaments and ovary. 
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HAIRY ROCKCRESS 
Arabis hirsuta (L.) Scop, (xf) 


Stiff, erect biennial or annual with an unbranchcd stem or rarely 
with one or two weaker stems in addition, up to about 1 ft. high; 



basal leaves forming 
a rosette, spreading, 
spoon-shaped or ob- 
lanceolate, narrowed 
to a broad-based stalk 
entire or with a few 
teeth, clothed with 
rather stiff forked 
hairs (A, xl5); 

stem-leaves sessile and 
half encircling the stem 
oblong-lanccolaie, 
rather coarsely toothed 
only in the lower half 
or entne; flowers small 
in a small terminal 
Limbel-ffkc cluster but 
the axis elongating in 
fruit; sepals (B, x4) 
3-nerved; petals (C, 
/ 4) white, nearly 
twice as long as the 
sepals; stamens (D, 
6, 4 long and 2 
shorter, ovary (E, 
' 4) elongated, with 
numeious ovules and 
a sessile slightly 2- 


lobed stigma; fruits (F, x^) very narrow, erect, with numerous 
flattened seeds (G, x 3); flowers in summer and grows on wails, 


banks, and rocks (family Cruafctac), 

Nectar is secreted only on the inside of the bases of the two 


short stamens. If cross-pollination is not brought about by insects, 
self-pollination takes place from the anthers of the longer stamens, 
which are on the same level or above the stigma. A good spotting 
feature for this plant is the hairy covering of the leaves which is 
composed of stiff forked hairs. Similar hairs are found in Erophi/a 
(fig. 296), and star-shaped hairs in Capp'd la (fig, 300), whilst in the 
wild Wallflower (fig. 271) they are T-shaped. * 
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ALWNE ROCKCRESS 
Arabis alpina L. ( X 
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Low-spreading perennial with decumbent slender knotted stem; 
leafy branches short, soAly haiiy; leaves (A, xl) spoon- 
shaped, coarsely 


toothed, about 
U in. long, 
rather thick, 
densely covered 
on both surfaces 
with stalked 

branched (stel- 
late) hairs (B, 
JO), flowering- 
stem-leaves ear- 
ed (auricuJate) at 
the base, sessile, 
oblong, coarsely 
toothed, hairy 
like the others, 
flowers in a lax, 
simple or a little 
branched ra- 
ceme, the lower 
fruits well de- 
veloped while 
the uppermost 
flow'ers are still 



in bloom; stalks 


spreading at an angle 01*45 I in. long, glistening green and not 
hairy (glabrous); sepals (C, >'M) 4, the outer pair larger and 
deeply pouched at the base, grecnish-ycilow; petals (D, xU) 


white, spoon-shaped, with a broad claw ; stamens (E, v li) 6, 4 
long and 2 shorter; ovary (E, x H) narrow, soon elongating in- 
to the slender undulate fruit (G, seeds (PI, 2) rounded, 
smooth (family Cnwiferatf). 

In Britain found only in the Isle of Skye, on the west coast of 
Scotland, where it should not be disturbed; otherwisfC distributed 


in the alps and arctic regions of Europe, Asia, and North America. 

The hairy covering {indumentum) of the leaves of this plant is 
very distinctive, being composed of densely packed hairs which 
are stalked and branched at the top like a star as shown in fig. B, 
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TOWER MUSTARD 
Turrit is glabra L. ( X J) 


Erect biennial herb with un branched stem and basal rosette of 
leaves, the latter withering during the fruiting period; stem some- 
times tinged with violet, 
slightly hairy towards the 
base with simple or 2- 
forked hairs; basal leaves 
like those of a Dandelion 
with scattered foiked hairs 
(1% X 10) on both surfaces; 
stcm-lca\es sessde, lanceo- 
late, aunculate at the base, 
ciUiic, glahious, or very 
slightly hairy; flowers in 
a terminal raceme; stalks 
slightly longer thantheflow- 
eis: sepals (A, :\2) half as 
longasihe petals, glabrous; 
petals (B, x2) yellowish 
oi greenish ^hite; stamens 
(C, X 5) 6, 4 long and 2 short, 
the longer as long as the 
petals; nectaries 6, forming 
'a closed ring aiound the 
liiaments; stigma disk-like, 
subsessile; fruit (D, > 
up to 2i in. long, linear, 
erect, on stalks 1 in. long, 
opening by valves from the 
base with a very distinct nerve up the middle, seeds (E, x4) in 2 
rows, comprcsscii, with angular margins (family Ct ucifcrav), - 
Synonym Arabis pet Joliata Lam. 

A very dislinclne plant flowcimg Horn May to June; widely 
distributed aiound the north temperate zone. 

There aic four nectaries in this flower and they may unite to 
form a ring. The anthers of the four long stamens touch the stigma 
with their lower ends, while those of the shorter stamens do the 
same with their tips, so that automatic sclf-pollmaiion is clfecled 
by either. 
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CUCKOO FLOWER, LADY’S SMOCK 266 
Curdamine pratensis L, ( xf) ‘ 

Perennial with very short rootstock, oflen bearing small fleshy 
scales or tubeis; stem erect, up to about 1 ft. high; leaves pinnate, 
the basal with broader 
leaflets than those fur- 
ther up the stem; leaf- 
lets of basal leaves in 
5-7 pairs, elliptic to 
obovate, the end one 
larger and more 
rounded, those of the 
stcm-lcdvcs becoming 
linear in the upper- 
most leaves; flowers 
(A, /I) corymbose 

but cluster slightly, 
elongating as the lower 
ones grow into fruits; 
sepals 4; petals 4. 
white to mauve; sta- 
mens (B, 2) 6, 4 long 

and 2 short, the an- 
thers rather large and 
attached at the back 
near the base; ovary 
elongated, with a short 
stvle and head-like stigma; fruit (C, 1 }) about 1 in long, divided, 

into two by a thin partition; seeds m a :>ingle row in each loculus 
(family O ucijet ac). 

I’his delightful little plant is always a great favourite because it 
IS one of the first to flower in spring, soon foi'owing ihc Primrose. 
It usually grows in little colonics in moist *ncadows and bv the 
sides of small streams and biooks. Although little used it may be 
eaten as a salad in the same way as the ordinary Watercress dig. 
273), T here aic four nectaiies, two larger at the base of the short 
stamens, and one smaller ouIskIc each pair of long stamens. The 
nectar collects in the pouched bases of the sepals, and the pouches 
of those opposite the two short stamens Vv^ith the largci nectaries, 
are proportionately larger than the other two. 
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267 FLEXUOUS BITTERCRESS 

Cardawine flexuosa With, (xf) 

Annual, samctimes much branched at the base, glabrous or with 
a few scattered stiff hairs on the stems and some of the leaves; 

basal leaves forming 
more or less a rosette, 
pjnnately Jobed into 
vSeparate pairs of leaf- 
lets, these more or less 
obovate and oblique 
at the base, the ter- 
minal one larger and 
lounded - obovate; 
flowers (A, > 4) very 
small, in slender axil- 
lary and terminal ra- 
cemes; sepals lanceo- 
late; petals narrow 
and erect, white; sta- 
mens 6, 4 long and 2 
short, ♦he longest as 
long as the petals; an- 
thers small and round- 
ed ; ovary (B, > 6) cy- 
lindnc, as long as the 
petals, with a nearly 
sessile disk-like stig- 
ma; fruits (C, <li) 
erect, in a slender ra- 
ceme with a zigzag 
(flexuous) axis, in. long, undulate with the impiession of about 
a dozen seeds on each face, without nerves; seeds (D, x 8) com- 
pressed, brown, slightly leticulale, with a distinct radical on one 
side (family Cruciferae). 

This plant is scarcely recognizable as being related to the much 
more handsome Cuckoo flower or Lady’s Smock, Cardamme 
pratensia L., shown m fig. 266. It is a much more delicate plant 
and grows on moist or shady banks, and in waste and cultivated 
places, and is very widely spread in temperate regions. The name 
of the species refers to the flexuous or zigzag growth of the stem 
and the axis of the raceme, especially when it is in the fruiting 
Stage. 
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HAIRY BITTERCRESS 

Cardamine hirsuta L, ( x^) 


2C8 


A rather dark green annuaJ, on moist or shady banks, and in waste 
and cultivated places thioughout temperate regions, usually about 
6 in. but some- 
times nearly a foot 
high, glabrous (in 
spite of the spcciiic 
name) or very 
slightly hairy; 
lower leaves form- 
ing a loose rosette, 
pinnate, with a 
few lOLiiulcd 
stalked lateral leaf- 
lets and a broader 
rounded or kid- 
ncy-shaped end 
leaflet, a lew stem 
leaves with ralhei 
narrower ami 
smaller Icallcis, 
flowers veiy small, 
white, few, in Icr- 
mmal racemes, 
soon dexelopine 
into fruit <A, > 1): 
petals about twice 
as long as the 
sefiikils; stamens 
often only 4; 
ovary linear, with 
a sessile stigma, 
fruits (B, .2) on 
slender stalks up to -i in. long and remaining erect, usually about 
1 in. long, the valves not keeled, seeds brown, compressed, almost 
square in outline, smooth (family Cruciferae). 

This species has a very unsuitable specific name, for it is only 
slightly hairy and certainly not hirsute^ which means covered with 
iiairs. When botanists were free to choose W'hat they considered to 
be tlie most suitable name, this one would have been objected to, 
especially by R. A. Salisbury, who gained notoriety in this prac-- 
lice garly last century. 
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LAR(5E BITTERCRESS 

Cardamine amara L. ( xi) 


Perennial herb with slender rootstock, and with creeping offshoots 
rooting at the nodes; stems and leaves glabrous; leaves borne on 



the flowering stems, pin- 
nate, with usually 3 pairs 
of leaflets and a large ter- 
minal leaflet, all these 
more or Jess elliptic or 
rounded, with wavy or 
\eiy obscurely toothed 
margins, the lateral leaf- 
lets sessile or nearly so, 
the end one shortly stalk- 
ed ; flowers in terminal 
and axillary racemes; 
sepals (A, xZJ) oblong, 
with thin margins: petals 
(B, 2\) 4, somewhat 

spreading, typically white 
hut soinelypes pink (\ar. 
cruhe^cens), veiny; sta- 
mens {C, \()) (\ nearly 
egual in length, the an- 
thers purple-red; ovary 
(D, x3) shortly stalked, 
with several ovules on 2 
parietal placentas; style 
short; fruit (b, v I;)) 
linear, flat, crowned Jf^y 
the persistent style, the 
valves without a nerve up 
the middle; seeds in a 
single row in each paiti- 
tion (family Crnci ferae). 

Glows in wet meadows 
and along brooks and 
streams, floweiing in 
spring and early summer. 


Recognized from the more common Canlamitw pratensis L. 
(hg. 266) by the slender rootstock throwing otf creeping offshoots, 
weaker zigzag stems, fewer leaflets, and usually pure white petals 


with purpJe-red anthers. 
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BULBIFEROUS BITTERCRESS 
Cardan tine bidbifcra (L*) Crantz ( x^) 


270 


Perennial herb with a very pale (nearly white) creeping root$tock 

(R) bearing a lew thick o\ate scales toothed at the top: stem erect 

but weak, up to 2 ft. 

high; leaves alter- ^ ^ 

nate, scattered, usu- ( \ -x ft 

ally with a dark U \ 

Violet bulbil (A) in ^ . i ~ 

the axil, the lower f' • r 

stem-leaves fcrn-like v' l’lir* 

and pinnate with 2-3 V j;M }/ \ '|LiP 

pairs of leaflets and .j f hff 

an odd terminal one, ^ 
gradually becoming /vVik 

reduced to a single / ' '"^1 / 

leafy bract: leallets | ’! »/' ^ (!:/ ') 

nairovvly and obli- H. * i 

quely oblong, tlic a J 

teiminal oblanceo- ^ -.'l />.. V'\ ^jr 

late, Jill slightly ; 

toothed, very mi- ^ / jj ^ !'/(>.' ' '''/ 

nutcly hairy on the , /V 7 \ i i*' ' 

margin, bright green "• . "Vr. (1^ i 
above, paler below; ‘/a^ 'v,\ 

Howe.; (B, XU) few. . ■ • • - • ;// \ \ y.r- .V „ IC 

mau\c, in a short ^ '/ \/ j? 

raceme; sepals 4. \ * 'J/ 

Tounded at Hie base, -/.I 

purplish or greenish; /' 

petals (C, xlj) 4, y/ f ‘ j 

lilac or almost white, ^ 

stamens (!>, : 2^) b, 4 longer and 2 shorlci , the longer with a pair 
of small green nectaries between them at the base, the shorter with 
a larger single nectary opposite the base; ovary oblong (E, x2); 
style short, Iruit (F, \ i) rarely if c\ci pioduced in Britain, com- 
pressed, about \\ in. long, 3-4-iCcded, beaked by the persistent 
style; seeds (G, ' 2) broadly oblong, smooth (family Cfttdjrrac). 
- Synonym Dvnunia hulbifcra (L,). 

One of the most mtcrcsiing plants in the Bnush flora and con- 
fined to Bucks, Herts, west Middlesex, Kent and north Sussex; 
otherwise distributed from south Norway and Denmark east to 
Petrograd and south to the Caucasus, Persia, and Italy. 
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271 WALLFLOWER 

Cheiranthus cheiri L. ( x f ) 

Pierennial with woody stems and several branches, more or less 
covered on these and the leaves with 2-‘armed appresscd hairs 

(A, >:5); leaves lan- 
ceolate to linear, nar- 
rowed to each end, 
entire; flowers sweet- 
scented in a lax termi- 
nal and sometimes 
axillary raceme, the 
lowermost forming 
fruits whilst the up- 
permost are still in 
bud; sepals <B, x2) 
4, narrowly lanceo- 
late; petals fC, > 2) 
4, pale yellow to deep 
red, spoon-shaped, 
gradually narrowed to 
the base, veiny, sta- 
mens 6, 4 long and 2 
short ; anthers (D, 
U) rather large, 
fixed at the base, ovary 
(E, ^ 3) covered with 
short reflexed hairs, 
witli a short stout style, 

mas; fruit (F, y J-) narrow, flattened, divided by a thin partition, 
about in. long; grows freely on old walls or rocky railway 
cuttings, and near houses, either wild or escaped from cultivation; 
flowers in spring (family Cruciferac). 

A good spotting feature for this plant when not in flower is the 
character of the hairy covering on all parts. This is composed of 
2-armed hairs with a veiy short stalk in the middle, the two lips 
of the arms being free. These peculiar hairs have thus the appear- 
ance of lying flat on the surface. There arc only two nectaries in 
the flower, one at the base of each of the two short stamens. The 
anthers completely close the entrance to the flower. The four 
upper antheri touch the stigma with their lower ends, w'hile the 
two lower ones do so with their tips. Either cross-pollmation or 
self-pollination is possible. 
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TREACLE MUSTARD 272 

Erysimum chciranthoides L. ( X i) 

Erect annual up to ft. high, more or less branched in the upp&r 
part; stem angular, loosely clothed with minute appressed medi- 
fixed hairs (A, x 3) ; leaves 
lanceolate, tliin, slightly 
and distantly toothed, 
iinely pubescent with 3- 
armed hairs (Al, x3) on 
both surfaces; flowers nu- 
merous in racemes which 
soon elongate and the 
lower develop into fruit; 
stalks longer than the 
flowers but shorter than 
the fruit: 2 of the 4 sepals* 

(C, > 2i) with hooded 
apex showing particularly 
]nbud(B, X 2), pubescent; 
petals (D, xli) pale yel- 
low, claw equal to the 
elliptic limb: stamens (L, 

' 3) 6, 4 long and 2 shor- 
ter; ovary (F, x2) angu- 
lar, with 2 nearly sessile 
stigmas; fruits (G, 1) 

nbbed-angular, i in. long, 
with a very short beak, 
seeds (H, ^6) smoiUh, 
brown (family Cruci- 
fer ac). 

Found chiefly in cultivated and waste ground; probably intro- 
duced from Europe, from which it ranges to eastern Asia; intro- 
duced into North America. 

Other names for this species are *Wormseed Mustard’ and 
‘Wallflow^cr Mustard'. According to Syme the seeds of this plant 
were at one time given to children as a vermifuge, and were said 
to be very effective. The plant formed an ingredient in the so-called 
Venice treacle and many rustic medicines. 
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273 TETRAPLOID WATERCRESS 

Nasturtium microphyllum Reich b. (x|) 

Stem much branched, creeping in mud or floating in shallow 
water; leaves alternate, pinnate, the end leaflet largest and ovate 

to orbicular and slight- 
ly toothed, the other 
leaflets gradually 
smaller downwards, 
g!a brous ; flow'erssmall, 
forming a corymb in 
the upper part, those 
I'f the mam shoot ma- 
turing first and of the 
lateral shoots lalei ; 
sepals 4; petals (A, 
' 3) 4, w'hitc, broadly 
spoon-shaped, cntiie; 
stamens (B, ^3}) h, 4 
long and 2 short; an- 
thers attached near the 
hase;^ ovaiy ((\ ' 4) 

soon elongating into 
fruit, with a short style 
and 2 stigmas; fruits 
(D, X I nearly I in, 
long; seeds (F, v 7) 
globose and finely 
])Ulcd, the embryonic 
root lying against the 
edge of the seed-leaves (cotvicdon'>t (family Cniciftrac), 

Howard and Manlon (Ann. Bot n. scr. 10. I (1946)) have 
shown that two distinct species w'cie confused under the name 
‘Nastuilium ofFjcmale R. Br the true one, a diploid with slioit 
fruits and seeds in a double lovv, and the other, to be called W 
microphyllum (see Airy-Shjw, kew Bull , 1947, 39). j tctraploid 
with longer fruits and nccJs in a single row My drawing icpic- 
sents the latter. 
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CREEPING YELLOW CRESS 274 

Rorippa syWestris (L,) Besser ( x i) 

Perennial herb up to 1 J ft. high with rather weak zigzag angular 
and ribbed stems clothed with minute reflexed hairs; rootstock 
thick and ncadj' while, 
creeping; leaves alternate, 
pinnate, with about 4 
pairs of leaflets and a ter- 
minal leaflet, these mote 
or less iobed oi coarsely 
toothed (dentate), bright 
giccn and not hairy; flow- 
eis (A. ;.2) lu terminal 
lacemes, at first rather 
crowded but the mam axis 
soon elongating in fruit, 
stalks in. long (m fruit); 
buds glabrous; sepals (R, 

A 4) 4, green, cIlipUc; 

petal'* (C, / 2) 4. rich 

crcam-vellow, clawed, 
twice as long as the calyx, 
stamens ( O, \ 2) 6, 4 long 
ami 2 a little shoi (ei ; nec- 
taries 4, separate, very 
deep giecn ; ovary (L, ' ' 2) 
cvlindnc, stigma slightly 
2-lobed, ovules nu mel- 
ons; fruit (F, ^cl) curved, 
spieading, nairow. { m. 
long; seeds (G, x 8) blown 
and very minulcly pitted 
isynonyin NiiMnUium I\c\frc R, Br ) (lamil> Cruri/erac), 

Found usually m moist ground by slieains and brooks, but 
sometimes in neglected gardens, flow'enng in July and August, 
Widely distributed fiom Europe to eastern Asia, and introduced 
into North America. 

Other names are Water Rocket and Wild Nastuitium Rorippa 
IS usually classified as a section of the Watercress genus Nastur- 
tium, mainly because of its yellow flowers and relatively shorter 
pods. Genera of the iamily Cma ferae arc mostly veary similar to 
one another and separated by slight difleiences, which in other 
families would be coiisideicd to be not more than specific. 
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275 ICELAND WATERCRESS 

Rorippa islandica (Gcder) Borbds (x^) 

Perennia] growing in muddy places by ditches, etc.; basal leaves 
withering as the plant develops; stem-leaves auriculatc at the base, 
Jyrately-pinnately iobed almost to the midrib, lobes rather un- 
equal, the top 3 more or less merged together into one, all the 
lobes coarsely toothed, glabrous; flowers numerous on axillary 
and terminal leafy shoots, very ^on producing fruits whilst a few 
at the top are still in bloom; stalks slender, as Jong as the fruit; 
sepals (A, X 6), elliptic, rounded at the apex ; petals (B, ^ 6) 4, 
white, narrowly obovatc, clawed; stamens (C, x6) 6, 4 long and 



2 short; anthers elliptic; ovar\ (D, x4) ellipsoid, with a short 
style and 2-lobed stigma; fruit (E, x \\) narrowly oblong, almost 
round in section, containing numerous small pale brown closely 
beaded seeds (F, x 6) (synonym Nasturtium palustre (Lcyss.) DC } 
(family Cntciferae), 

This is quite a common plant which is described in most Floras 
and lists under tlic name Nastiutium palustre DC. The latest classi- 
fication, however, assigns it to a separate genus, Rorippa. It has 
also been called Radicula, and if it could speak it might modify 
this word a little to abuse the botanists who ha\c changed its name 
so often. 
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WINTERCRESS 
Barbarea vulgaris R. Br. ( x f ) 
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Perennial, with stiff erect stems up to 2i ft. high, branched in the 
upper part; lower stem leaves deeply pinnately divided, the ter- 
minal lobe much the 
largest and more or less 
obovate or elliptic, the 
other lobes quite small: 

.stem leaves sessile and 
markedly eared (auii- 
culate) at the base, 
more oi Jess deeply 
lobed or toothed; la- 
cemes forming a pani- 
cle, the branches of 
which elongate in fruit; 
llower-buds (A, ^4) 

with two short horns 
at the apex, glabrou^, 
sepals B, x3) 4, ob- 
long, obtuse, faipllv 
3-neivcd; petals 
'3) 4, narrowly ob- 
ianceolate; stamens (O, 

7) 6, 4 Jong and 2 
short; ovaiy cion 
gated, with a short 
style; fnnts (L, xJi) 
very narrow, wavy, 
more or less erect, about 
I in. long, beaked by tlie persistent style: seeds (F, a 4) several, 
very finely and cloudy pitted (family Crucifera* ). 

Glows on roadsides, in hedgebanks, and by c'anals, flowering in 
spring and summer ; a very closely related but less common species 
IS B. strlcta Andrz., distinguished by ns hairy buds. 

Wmlerciess was formerly called Herb St Barbara, hence the 
Latin name of the genus. In Sweden it is boiled and eaten. 

There is a small fleshy green nectary on each side of the short 
stamens, and these are often united into a semicircular ndge. 
There is also a larger elongated tooth-like nectary outside and be- 
tween the bases of each pair of Jong stamens and corresponding 
to the short stamens which have disappeared. The latter secrete 
muc|) less nectar than those at the base of the short stamens. 
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277 FRENCH ERUCASTRUM 

Erucastrum gallicum (Willd.) O, E. Schulz (x J) 




Annu^jCor biennial herb; stems erect, more or less hairy with 
downwirdly directed hairs; leaves alternate, pctiolate, half clasp- 
ing the stem at the 
base, deeply and 
rather irregularly 
pinnately lobed, 
lobes with rounded 
lobules, with very 
scattered bulbous- 
based hairs on botli 
skies; flowers in a 
terminal corymb- 
like raceme soon 
elongating when in 
fiujt, a few' of the 
lower pedicels sub- 
temled by a reduced 
leaf; pedicels longer 
than the flowcis; se- 
pals 4, erect, with a 
few slender hairs (m 
thcupjlbr part; petals 
(A, <2^)4, obovate, 
long-clawed ; sta- 
mens (B, '^3) 6, 4 
longer and 2 shorter, 
anlhcis attached 
above the base; 
ovar> (C, X 2) linear, 
with a short style 
and broad capitate 

stigma; fruits CD, xj) li in. long, ascenuing on stalks about 
•i m. long, 2-va!ved, the vahes with a distinct median nerve, 
seeds (E, x, 5) numerous, compressed, elliptic, brown, minutely 
pitted-reticulate (family Cruciferae). - Synonyms Sisymbrium 
erucastfum Poll; S. gallic um Willd. 

In waste ground especially ncai ports; a native of w'est and 
central Europe, A second introduced species occurs in similar 
places, with bright-yellow petals and the fruit distinctly stalked 
(stipitate) above the scar of the fallen calyx, and of which the 
sepals are spreading and not erect as in Eruscatrum gallicum. 
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HEDGE MUSTARD 278 

Sisymbrium officinale (L.) Scop, (x^) 

Erect tough annual up to about 1 4 ft. high, with green stenHsome- 
times tinged with crimson, clothed with very short hairs. I&econv 
ing rather zigzag 
with age; lower 
leaves deeply and 
veiy irregularly 
pinnately lobed, 
the lobes rather 
unequally toothed ,, 
or lobulatc, thinly ^ 7 
and very shortly 
bristly hairy on 
both surfaces; 
flowers very small, 
yellow, in short 
racemes terminat- 
ing the branches, 
which elongate 
gicatJy in fruit, 
forming a leafy 
panicle: pedicels 
very short; sepals 
(A, x6) 4 , ob- 
long. thinly hairy ; 
pelals (B, ^6) 

spoon - shaped, 
with a long slen- 
der ciaw': stamens 
(C, ^ 8) 6, 4 long 
and 2 shorter; 
anthers attached 
in the middle; 
ovary (t>, .-10) 

very nariow, pulx^sccni, the stigma nearly sessile, and bilobed; 
fruits ir, ^'2) remaining parallel with and close to the elongated 
axis of the inflorescence, about -1 in, long, sharply pointed, pube- 
scent or at length glabrous: valves with a prominent kecl-likc mid- 
rib; seeds (F, X 8 ) rounded but with a flat top (family Cruciferae). 

A weed in waste places and by the roadside, widely distributed 
into Russian Asia; flowers in summer; readily recognized by its 
elongated spreading branches. 
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279 TUMBLING MUSTARD 

Sisymbrium ahissimum L. ( X 

Erect Wual, up to about I \-2 ft. high ; basal leaves pinnately 
divide*© the midrib, lobes opposite, spreading, lanceolate in 
outline, coarsely and irregularly toothed, with a larger lobe on the 
lower margin near the base, loosely clothed with long vStiff hairs 
on the midrib and nerves, especially below; upper leaves among 
the flowers also deeply divided into narrow entire segments, glab- 
rous or nearly so; flowers m panicles, fruits being developed be- 
fore the upper flowers have opei^ed ; buds (A, x li) ellipsoid, with 
a pair of humps (like a purse) at the top ; sepals (B, x 3) narrowly 
oblong, the outer 2 horned below the apex: petals (C, x3) 4, 
white, veiny; stamens (D, v 3) 6, 4 long and 2 short; anthers (D, 
X 3) long, sagittate at the base; ovary (E, 3) elongated, cylmdnc, 

stigma sessile; fruits (F, Jong and very slender, cyhndnc, 
glabrous (synonym Sisymbnum panmmicum Jacq.) (family 
Cruciferae). 

This is an alien in the British flora, and is a native of the con- 
tinent of Europe and Asia. After the First World War it became 
very abundant in the battlefields of France and Belgium, and is 
spreading rapidly in Britain 

The family Cruciferac is one of the most homogeneous or 
natural and very easily recognized. This is because the members 
of the family are all herbs with radical or alternate Tbaves, without 
stipules, there are 4 sepals and 4 petals, and associated w ith them, 
with a very few exceptions, 6 stamens, 4 of which are always 
longer than the other 2. This condition is described in botanical 
language as tetradymmous - a rather formidable wotd to which 
some readers might take exception, and which 1 ha\e not em- 
ployed in the descriptions. 
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280 FLIXWEED 

Sisymbrium sophia L. ( xi) 


Erect aiSlual up to ft. high; stems minutely hairy with stellate 
hairs, flexuous; leaves 2-3 times pinnate fiom the base, up to 



about 3 in. long, seg- 
ments lanceolate or nar- 
rowly oblong, glabrous 
or very finely pubescent 
with woolly stellate 
hairs; flowers very 
small in terminal ra- 
cemes, these elongating 
to about 1 ft. long in 
fruit, many of the latter 
ripe before the upper 
flowers are finished; 
sepals (A, v 5) 4, ob- 
long-lanceolate, glab- 
rous: petals (B, X 10) 4, 
yellow, spoon-shaped, 
much shorter than the 
sepals; stamens (C, x8) 
6, 4 long and*2 shorter; 
ovary (1>, x 6) narrow, 
with 2 sessile stigmas; 
fruit (E, x2> I in. long, 
slightly curved and a 
little torulose, with a 
distinct midiib down 
the middle ot the 
valves; seeds (F, x 10) 
ellipsoid, brown, 
smooth (synonym Dcs- 
curauiUi sophia (L.) 
PrantI) (family Ctuci- 
Jcfuc). 


Found in waste 


places and sandy fields, chiefly in eastern Britain; flowers in 


summer. 
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WALL CRESS 

Arubidopsis thaliana (L.) Hcynh. ( x f ) 


281 


Slender erect annual sometimes branched from the ba^; leaves 
in a basal rosette, petiolate, oblanceolate, dentate esJjecialJy in 


the low^er half, 
sprinkled on 
both surfaces 
with stiff sim- 
ple or 2-3-arm- 
ed hairs (A, X 8); 
stem-leaves very 
few and sessile; 
branches ending 
in a bunch of 
flowers, the 
main axis elon- 
gating as the 
fruits soon 
ripen; sepals 4, 
elliptic; petals 
(B, -4) 4, 

white, narrowly 
obovate, claw- 
ed, faintly ner- 
ved; stamens 
(C, >'4) 6, 4 
long and 2 
short; anthers 
ovoid, short; 
ovary (D, 4) 

elongated, with 
numerous ovu- 
les, and a neaily 
sessile stigma; 
fruits (F:, \Ji) 
about in. 
long, on spread- 
ing stalks, 1- 



nerved ; seeds (F, v. 4) numerous and very small, rounded, smooth, 


brownish (synonym Sisymbrium thafianum (L.) Gay) (family 


Crucifcruc). 

This species is locally abundant, and is foutid in light sandy 
held*, on walls and rocks. It is widely distributed. 
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BLACK MUSTARD 
Bg^assfca nigra (L,) Koch, (x^) 


Annual ^ip to about 4 ft. high, glaucous-green all over, especially 
the branches, not hairy (glabrous); leaves alternate, lower stalked, 

more or less obovate or 
broadly elliptic, with 
one or two much small- 
ei or very small extra 
lobes on the edge of 
the deeply channelled 
stalk, wavy-toothed on 
the margin, paler be- 
low; leaves smaller up- 
wards and entire as 
they become bracts at 
the base of the branches 
bearing the flowers; 
these few in racemes; 
buds (A, xl) 4-hump- 
ed at the top; sepals 
(B, nIJ) spreading in 
flower, a little longer 
than the #laws of the 
lemon-yellow petals (C, 
X 1); stamens (D, x 1 i) 
6, 4 long and 2 short; 
anthers becoming 
curved, arrow-shaped at 
the base; ovary <E, x m narrow, containing several ovules in- 
serted on the walls; fruits (F, 1) parallel with the flow'er-axis, 

about i in. long, beaked by the persistent style, 4-angled by the 
4 ribs, a nb up the middle of each valve; seeds (G, x4) dark 
brown, closely and minutely pitied (family Crudfcrac). 

To be found in hedges and waste places, sometimes on sea- 
cliffs; frequently an escape from cultivation, it has the appear- 
ance of a maritime plant because of the clean glaucous-green 
colour of the stems. The bright-yellow flowers of this species have 
a strong odour of coiimarin. There are 4 green nectaries, of which 
2 are on the inner side of the short stamens, and the others be- 
tween the insertions of the long stamens. Insects effect cross- 
pollination. Self-pollination may also be brought about when the 
Bowers are bent by the wind, as the anthers of the long stamens are 
at the same level and close to the stigma. 
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WHITE MUSTARD 28? 

Sinapis alba L* ( x i) 


Annual, up to about 3 ft. high; stems bright green, with a narrow 
hollow centre lined with a layer of white, ribbed, and with a few 
short reflxed bristles; 
leaves alternate, stalk- 
ed, lyrately and pin- 
nately divided to the 
stalk, the lobes in- 
creasing in size up- 
wards, the upper much 
the largest and 3-lobed 
to about the middle, 
margins* coarsely and 
irregularly toothed, 
bright green, glabrous 
except for short bris- 
tle-hairs here and there 
on the nerves; flowers 
numerous in slender 
racemes, the oldest at 
the base and well into 
fruit before the upper- 
most have opened; no 
bracts; sepals (A, 

4, half-spreading, 
very narrow, ycllowish- 
gieen, j in. long; 
petals (B, X 1) lemon-yellow, neaily i in. long, with a long broad 
claw ; stamens (C, x 1 j 6, 4 long and 2 short ; ovary (D, x 1) elon^ 
gated, covered with bristly white hairs; .'>tigma large and fleshy, 
bilid; fruits (E, <]) scattered along the elongated axis, stalks 
spreading, about \ in. long; lower part 3-6- or rarely 1-2-seedcd, 
bnstly, the upper part prolonged into a flat beak about J in. Jong; 
seeds (F, >:2) rounded, straw-coloured, the size of a very small 
pea (family Cruciferac). 

The golden-yellow' flowers, which exhale an odour like that of 
vanilla, are very similar to those of the Black Mustard {Brassica 
nigra) (fig. 282), and there are 4 nectaries. Automatic self-pollina- 
tion is prevented, however, for the anthers of the long stamens 
turn their pollen-covered sides outwurds away from the stigma. 
The anthers of the shorter stamens face inwards. Honey-bees and 
hovec-flies visit the flowers. 
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284 CHARLOCK, WILD MUSTARD 

h Sinapis arvensis L. ( X 


A coarse-growing annual weed up to 2 ft. high, often spread 
amongst corn in great quantity; stems clothed with a few stiff 

whitish hairs, lower 
leaves shortly stalked, 
upper sessile, obovate- 
elliptic, coarsely toothed 
or lobulate and toothed, 
with several spreading 
forked lateral nerves, 
with a few stiff hairs 
mainly on the neives; 
flowers yellow, showy, 
at lirst in a congested 
raceme which soon elon- 
gates as the fruits deve- 
lop, some of whicii are 
nearly ripe by the time 
the topmost flowers 
open: flowei -stalks very 
short; sepals 4, spread- 
ing anti #8000 falling 
otf, petals (A, > Ij) 

spoon-shaped w^ith slen- 
der claws; stamens 6, 
4 long and 2 short; an- 
thers rather large, arrow- 
shaped at the base; 
o\’ary smooth or hairy; 
fruits (B, > about M 
in long, the upper part 
composed of a stout beak, the lower part smooth or hispid with 
reflexed hairs, containing about 10-12 seeds, the latter black and 
finely pitted-reticulalc (family Cmciferac), 

A common cornfield weed which when in flower in any quantity 
gives quite a colour to the landscape. The sepals spi ead hon/on- 
tally so that the nectar is exposed, but the flowers are so crowded 
that insects find it more convenient to reach it in the ordinary way 
by thrusting their proboscis between the stamens. If cross-pollina- 
tion is not attained, self-pollination is effected by the stigma push- 
ing up between the anthers. 
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HOARY HIRSCHFIELDIA 2SS 

HirschfieliUa incam <L.) (xff 


Perennial herb up to 14 ft. high; basal leaves glabrous or hairy, 
lyrately pinnate, the end lobe obovate and often 3-lobed, dentate 
or subentire, up 
to 9 in. long, the 
stem leaves be- 
coming smaller 
and bracl-like; 
floweis yellow 
in lax panicles 
of racemes, the 
branchi’is much 
elongating jii 
fiuit with the 
fruits more or 
less parallel and 
close to the 
branch ; sepaK 
(A, x2) oblong, 
obtuse, glah- 
brous; petals (B, 

/2) spathulate, 
long-clawed ; 
stamens (C, 

2) 6, 4 long 
and 2 short; 
ovary (D, 2) 

linear, with 2 
sessile papilloiis 
stigmas; fruits 
(!’, ^2) tciint- 

nalcd by a I - 
seeded beak , 

seeds ( F, 4) shoi t(y oblong, closely pitted (family Cruciferae). - 
Synonyms BmsMca aUpfeisa Bojss. ; Sinapis incam L, 

In waste places often around docks and near the sea, flowering 
during summer, producing mature fruits whilst still in flow'er; 
extends to souihein Europe. - Drawn by Olive Tait. 
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286 TALL WALLFLOWER CABBAGE 
Skynchosinapis $mcastrum (L.) Dandy ( x -J^) 

Annual or biennial herb about 1 ft. high, with a narrow taproot* 
the stem often with a few bulbous-based bi istles towards the base; 

basal leaves up to 
about 6 m. long, 
pinnateJy divided, 
the lobes irregularly 
dentate, glabrous ex- 
cept for long slender 
bristly hairs on the 
midrib below and on 
the petiole; stem 
leaves smaller, with 
narrow sometimes en- 
tire segments; flowers 
^ in branched racemes, 
rather large; sepals 4, 
longci than the pedi- 
cels, with thicker tips; 
petals pale yellow, 
long-clawcd with a 
broad ve^ny limb; sta- 
mens 6, 4 longer and 
2 shorter; anthers 
large, >ellow, ovaiy 
glabrous; style half as 
long as the ovary, 
fiuits spreading, 2V-3 
in long, valves ribbed 
on the back, with a 
thick acute beak (A, 
I) about ^ as long as 
the fruit body and containing 1-3 seeds*, fiuil-staJks about i in. 
long, seeds (B, x4) numerous, daik, rounded, deeply pilted- 
reticulatc (family Cmcifcrae), - Synonyms Brass tcella erucastrum 
(L.) O. E. Schultz, Brassica chriranthus Vill. 

An introduced plant in waste places in south and eastern Eng- 
land and m south Wales; native of south-west and central Europe 
as far east as Italy. 
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WALL OR SAND MUSTARD W 

Diplotuxls muralis (LiJi^DC. (x^) 

* 

Annual herb with a dense basal rosette of spreading leaves^ aro- 
matic when bruised; leaves spoon-shaped-oblanceolate in outline, 
up to about 6 in, long, deeply pinnately lobed, the lobes with wavy 
or slightly toothed margins, glabrous or with a few stiff hairs; 
flowering stems up to about 9 un. high, few-flowered, the main*^ 
stalk with a few bulbous-based reflexed stiff hairs (A, x 3); sepals 
(B. \ 2) 4, 2 of them hooded at the apex, not hairy ; petals (C, x 2) 
4, yellow or tinged with crimson (when dry), obovate-spoon- 
shaped, veiny; stamens (D, y 2) 6, 4 longer and 2 shorter; ovary 



(t, x2) glabrous, wiih 2 almost sessile rounded stigmas; fruit (F, 
^ J) developed while the upper flowers are still opening, 1 
long, with a distinct midnb up the mddle of the valves ; seeds (G, 
5) numcious, rounded, smooth, greenish-brown (synonym 
Brass tea muralis (L.) Boiss.) (family Ct ucifcrac). 

Grows in fields and in cultivated and waste places, flowering all 
the summer, common in southern and central Furope. 

This plant has a disagreeable smell when rubbed. It is distin- 
guished by the fruits with numerous seeds and the stems clothed 
with a few bulbous- based hairs, which are directed downwards. 
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2m AWLWORT 

Subutai^ aquatica L.(xi) 

Tiny aquatic or terrestrial annual or biennial herb up to about 3 
in* high, with white fibrous roots; leaves small and sedge-like, 

somewhat fleshy, erect, 
linear-subulate, entire, 
glabrous; stem leafless, 
2- 8-flowered ; pedicels 

longer than the very small 
flowers; sepals 4, elliptic, 
erect, green, margined 
with white, all equal and 
not pouched at the base; 
petals 4, white, oblong, 
boat-shaped to narrowly 
obovate, about twice as 
long as the calyx; stamens 
(A, x4) 6, with about 
equally long filaments and 
ellipsoid anthers; nectar 
stored in an annular ring 
below the pvary; ovary 
(B, x4) globose-cllipsoid, 
the base immersed in the 
receptacle : stigma ses- 
sile, disk-Iikc and with a 
ilng-like margin; fruits 
(C, ^ 3) oblong-elliptic, 
about i in. long, valves with a faint middle nerve; seeds 2-7 in 
each partition, pendulous, elliptic, brown, punctate (family 
Cruciferae), - D, embiyo ( \ 4). 

A genus with a single species circumpolar in the northern hemi- 
sphere, south to the eastern Pyrenees; in Britain only from north 
Wales northward, in lakes and pools or near them, flowering in 
late summer and autumn. 

When under water the flowers do not open (clcistogamous), 
and more seeds are set in the fruits than in the chiismogamous 
form living on the shore. Tn the submerged flowers there are large 
papillae on the stigma which receives the pollen directly from the 
anthers near by. 
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SCURVY GRASS 
Cochleaha officinal^Ju. ( xi) 


289 


A fleshy annual or biennial up to about 1 ft, high; lower leaves 
on long stalks, rounded-ovate, widely cordate at the base, about 
2 in. wide, sometimes 
larger and more or 
less pentagonal, 3-5 
nerved from the base, 
with undulate or cre- 
nate margins; stem- 
leaves sessile and eared 
(auriciilate) at the 
base; flowers (K, x2) 
in short corymb-like 
racemes collected into 
a leafy panicle; sepals 
(A, v2) 4, oblong- 
elliptic; petals (B, x4) 
w'hite, oblong, broadly 
clawed; stamens 
(C, 5) 6, 4 long and 

2 shorter; anthers 
(D, F, 7) attached 
at the back above the 
base; ovary (F, 3) 

broadly ovoid, with a 
short thick style and 
capitate stigma; fruit 
(G, H, long-section, 

2) broadly ellipsoid, 
i in. long, openly 
reticulate, beaked Ijv 
the short persistent 
style, the valves falluig away and leaving the white mernbrane- 
like false septum ; seeds (J, \ 8) few, much curved, w'lth a caruncle, 
and closely pitted all ovei (family Cmcifcrav), 

Scurvy Grass is common on many mudd> sea-shores and on 
damp maiilime clifls, especially wheic water trickles down. The 
flowers open from May to July, and are followed by the short, 
nearly globular fruits. The common name is derived from its 
former antiscorbutic use, and it was well known to the early 
voyagers as a remedy for the disease which in olden days deci- 
mat6d ship’s crews on long voyages. 
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096 ENGLISH SCURVY GRASS 

Cochk^m angUca L. { x^) 


A low, rather fleshy annual or biennial, with semi-decumbent or 
ascending stems, glabrous all over; basal leaves on long stalks 

winged upwards to 
wards the wedge-shaped 
base, the blade more or 
less rhomboid and with 
a few coarse teeth or 
lobules on each margin, 
the 2 or 3 pairs of 
lateral nerves much 
branched and looped 
well within the margin; 
stem-leaves gradually 
smaller and be- 
coming more sessile 
upwards; flowers white, 
in slender terminal ra- 
cemes, fruiting towards 
the base before the 
upper flowers have fin- 
ished; sepals (A, x2) 
4, narrowly obovate ; 
petals (B, /2) ladle- 
shaped, with a truncate 
top and short claw; 
stamens (C, >' 2) 6, 4 
long and 2 shorfei ; 
anthers attached in the 
middle; ovaiy ovoid, 
with a short style and a hcad-hke stigma: fruits (D, x li) on 
spreading stalks about \ in. long, broadly ovoid, A in. long, re- 
ticulate, beaked by the short peisistent style; seeds rounded, 
brown, minutely warted all over (family O uciferae). 

Grows in muddy salt marshes and amongst stones of embank- 
ments by the sea and by the shores of tidal rivers, flowering tn 
spring and early summer. 

Cochiearia is a genus of about 25 species distributed in Europe, 
Asia and North America ; 6 species are found in Britain, the two 
included here and four others, mostly growing in mountainous 
districts. 
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HORSE RADISH 
Amoracia iapathifolia^jSb, ( X i) 


Perennial with a stout par- 
snip-like rootstock, very 
sharp to the taste; basal 
f radical) leaves large, on 
long stalks, the base of 
the stalk embracing the 
stem; blade more or less 
elliptic, rounded at the 
apex, some decurrent at 
the base, usually bluntly 
and inegularly crenate, 
but sometimes deeply and 
very irregularly divided : 
stem leaves gradually ses- 
sile, linear and only ob- 
scurely toothed; racemes 
on long axillary peduncles 
and all forming an oblong 
leafy panicle, the flowers 
at first closely bunched to- 
gether, the lower stalks 
long and very slender; 
flow’er-buds broadly ellip- 
soid, glabrous; sepals 4 
(A, x5) unequal, o\aie- 
elliplic, green; petals 4 
(B, x2\) white, ovate- 

lanceolate; stamens 6 (C, 
..5), 4 long and 2 short; 
anthers ovoid; ovary (D, 

6) ellipsoid, crowned 
by a fat sessile stigma; 
fruits (E, xj) not ripen- 
ing in Britain (synonym 
Cochlcaiia armoraciu L.) 
(family Cruci ferae). 

Horse Radish is always 
associated with the roast 
beef of Old England, and its 
roots find a place in nearly 



everf kitchen garden. It is also naturalized in many places. 
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SMALL ALISON 
Atyssum alyssoides L. (x^) 


Annual herb branched from the base* covered all over with whitish 
stellate hairs (B, > 8); taproot with numerous thread-like root- 



lets; lower part 
of stems leafless; 
leaves (A, x 1) 
alternate, linear- 
oblanccolate, 
without visible 
ner\es except 
for the midrib; 
flowers (C, x3) 
in terminal ra- 
cemes; sepals 
boat-shaped, 
covered with 
stellate and fine 
simple hairs; 
petals (D, \5) 
yellow, linear, 
contracted 
abtJV'c the middle 
and slightly bi- 
lobed at the 
apex, about 1-i 
times as long as 
the sepals; sta- 
mens (F, 5) 6, 

the shorter fila- 
ments with 2 
long setae at the 
base, anthers 
very small and 


coidate; ovary 


(F, X 5) orbicular, compressed, w'ilh 2 ovules in each partition; 
style very short in the T-shaped groove at the apex; fruit (G, 3) 

with persistent sepals at the base, coniptessed, orbicular, covered 
with short stellate hairs and with 2 seeds in each division bulging 
out the middle, seeds (H, x 4) with a narrow hyaline wing (family 


Cruel ferae), - Synonym Alyswm calycinum L. 

An introduced plant in fields and arable land ; native of Europe 


and western Asia. 


350 




HOARY BERTEROA 
Berteroa incana (L.) IX^. ( x -J-) 


293 


Erect annual herb with lather woody stems crimson towards the 
base, clothed all ovei with stellate hairs mostly with unequal- 
Jengthed rays; stem- 
leaves sessile, nar- 
rowly lanceolate, 
grey-green, entire, 
about 2 in. long, 
covered with stellate 
hairs (A, xl5); 

flowers racemose- 
corymbose; pedicels 
longer than the 
flowers, covered 
with stalked stellate 
hairs with one arm 
longer than the others 
(B, Xl2); sepals 4, 
hair as long as the 
petals, pilose with 
stellate hairs; petals 
(C\ x4) 4, white, 
deeply bilobed and 
clawed; stamens (D, 

> 4) 6, 4 longer and 
2 shoiter, the li la- 
ments of the shorter 
with a large tooth 
on one side; anthcis 
ellipsoid; ovary (1:, 

5) ellipsoid, dense- 
ly stcllatcly hairy; 
style as long as the 
ovary ; ovules several ; 
fruit (F, ^2A) ob- 
long-eilipsoid, tipped 
by the persistent longish style, compressed, covered with very 
short stellate hairs; seeds (G, <6) compressed, rounded, veiy 
minutely w’arted (family Crudftrae), - Synonym Alyssum incanum 
L. 

A native of dry places in cenlial and southern Europe and 
nortft Asia; often found in Britain along railways and roadsides. 
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SWEET ALYSSUM 
Lobularia rmritima (L,) Dcsv. ( xi) 


Dwarf herbaceous to rather woody perennial plant up to about 
1 ft. high, covered all over with grey adpressed hairs attached by 

their middle (bifur- 
cate) (A, x8); leaves 
(B, X2) scattered, 
linear to narrowly lin- 
ear-oblanceolate, en- 
tire, up to 2 in. long, 
covered, especially 
when young, by grey 
hairs as described 
above; flowers (C, 
5) white, scented 
like honey, in slender 
terminal racemes, the 
lower flowers soon 
developing into fruit; 
pedicels -J in. long; 
sepals (D, x7) 4, 

spreading, elliptic, 
hairy outside; petals 
(E,x 7) 4, more or less 
orbicular and clawed : 
stamens (F, x 7) 6, 4 
longer and 2 shorter; 
anthers rounded; 
style short; fruit (G, 
x4) compressed, 
dehiscent, orbicular- 
elliptic, slightly hairy, 
with 1 compressed 
seed (H, x4) in each 
loculus (family Cruci- 
ferae), - Synonym 
Alyssim maritimum 
(L.) Lam. 

Naturalized on wails and waste places near the sea; much 
grown in gardens as an edging; very abundant around the Medi- 
terranean and in the Atlantic Islands. 

A favourite garden plant, best known under its common pame 
of Sweet Alyssum. 
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HOARY DftABA 2!W 

Draba incana L. ( X -J) 


Perennial or biennial herb growing amongst rocks on mountains; 
annua! rosette of leaves spreading, oblanceolate, about f in. long, 
slightly toothed, all the 
stems and leaves covered 
with simple and stellate 
hairs; stem-leaves crowded 
and overlapping, sessile, ob- 
long-lanceolate, up to 1 in. 
long, with 2-4 spreading 
teeth on the margins, 
densely covered with hairs; 
flowers small and white in 
a terminal cluster which 
soon elongates in the fruit- 
ing stage; sepals (A, x^) 
oblong, 3-nerved, slightly 
hairy; petals (B, x3t)ob- 
long-spoon-shaped, shortly 
clawed ; stamens (C, x 5) 6, 

4 long and 2 shorter; ovary 
(D. x31) with sessile 

stigmas; fiuit (E, xi) 
oblong, about i in. long, 
glabrous, valves fiat, be- 
coming slightly twisted 
aftcropening(family Cruci- 
ferae). 

f'ound only m the hills 
and mountains of northern 
England, north Wales, 

Scotland, and in Eire. 

Besides the species shown above, there are th^-ee others found in 
Britain: D. aizoides L., the Yellow Whitlow Grass, with glabrous 
leaves except on the margin, D. rupcstris R. Br., the Rock Whit- 
low Grass, with hairy leaves and the flowering stem leafless or 
nearly so, and D. muralis L., the Wall Whitlow Grass, leaves 
densely hairy below and broadly ovate and clasping the stem. 
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296 WHITLOW-GRASS 

Erophila verm (L.) E. Mey. ( x |) 

Dwarf annual flowering in early spring and lasting only a few 
weekvs; leaves all in a dense rosette and spreading on the ground, 
oblanceolate to ovate or oblong, slightly toothed, clothed with 
stalked star-shaped hairs (A, xlO); (lowering stalks (peduncles) 
several from the leaf-axils, leafless, up to a few inches high, the 
lower flowers developed into fruits before the uppermost open; 
flowers very small; sepals (B, x 10> 4; petals (C, x4) 4, white, 
deeply divided into 2 paits; stamens (D, >:8) 6, 4 long and 2 
shoit; anthers attached near the base; ovary (E, y5) ellipsoid, 



with a sessile comb-likc stigma: fruits, on long slender stalks, 
about i in, long, compressed, divided by a thin partition, con- 
taining numerous minute seeds (G, < 10) on stalks of varying 
length (family Crnci/erac), (In many botanical books this plant is 
called Draba verna L.) 

The observer will notice (hat in this plant and several others 
nearby the stamens arc described as being "4 long and 2 short’; 
this arrangement is called tetradynamous, and is characteristic of 
all the Wallflower family Cfucifcrac; other constant features are 
the four sepals and four petals arranged in the form of a cross, 
hence the l^dn name of the family. 
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ALPINE PENNY CRESS 
Thlaspi alpestre L. ( X j) 
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Biennial or perennial herb forming clumps; stems simple, erect 
or ascending, up to 9 in. high in fruit; basal leaves (A, x2) long- 
petiolate, spathulate-obovate, the blade about I in, long, glab- 
rous, with very faint nerves; stem-leaves few, sessile and sub- 
cordate at the base, ovate to lanceolate ; ilowers (B, x 4) numerous, 
the lower opening iirst and soon developing into fruit, the upper 
ones when still in bloom forming a small close corymb; pedicels 



1 in. long in fruit; .sepals (C, x4) erect; petals (D, x 5) white or 
pinkish, oblanccolatc-spathulatc; stamens (E, x5) 6, 4 long and 

2 short; anthers drying black; ovao (E, : 5) compressed, the 
style distinct but shorter than the ovary; fruits spreading about 
i in. long, winged at the top, the wmgs forming a wide notch, 
style persistent, the valves falling away from the paitilion; seeds 
6-8 in each loculus, brown, smooth (family Oaciferae). 

In mountain pastures in limestone distiicts, flowering during 
summer; extends to southern Sw'eden and south to the Himalayas, 

Besides this species and the Field Penny C ress shown in tig. 298, 
there is one other species, T. pcrfoluitioti L., much less common 
and confined to limestone soils from Oxford to Gloucester and 
Worcester. It is an annual with ovate- cordate amplcxicaul leaves 
and yellow anthers. 
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FIELD PENNY CRESS 
Thtaspi arvense L. (xj) 


Erect ^abrous annual up to about 1 ft. or 1 5 m high, each branch 
ending m a raceme of small flowers, most of these becoming al- 
most mature fruit whilst the uppermost are still in bud; lower 
leaves narrowed to the base but soon withering, upper leaves 
gradually becoming sessile and ear-shaped (aunculate) at the base, 
from oblanceolate flower ones) to oblong (upper ones), rather 
irregularly and distantly toothed (ofejusely dentate); flowers more 



or less corymbose at the top, the axis beai ing young fruits soon 
elongating; sepals (A, x6) 4, green and faintly 3-neived, petals 
(B. x6) white ; stamens (C, x 7) 6, 4 long and 2 a little shorter, 
ovary (D, x5) compressed, slightly winged, elliptic, notched at 
the top with a very short style; fruits orbicular, thin and flat- 

tened contrary to the thin partition between the two halves, not 
quite the size of a farthing, deeply notched at the top and broadly 
wmged ; seeiME, x 7) 5 or 6 in each loculus, obovoid, dark brown, 
surroundcdlSy sever^ ribs (family Cruciferae). ^ 
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SHEPHERD’S CRESS 
Teesdalia nodicaulis (L.) {I» Br. ( x|) 
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Usually a tiny and neat annual with a rather long taproot, but 
sometimes up to H ft.; Jeaves spreading in a rosette forming a 
circle 2-3 in. diam., deeply pinnately lobed, the largest lobes to- 
wards the end» the terminal lobe broad and rounded, glabrous or 
nearly so, except the stalks; flowers very small in a dense duster 
at the end of a long common stalk (peduncle) from one to several 
to each plant; sepals (A, x6) 4, triangular, green with white tips; 
petals (B, x6) 4, white, narrowly oblong-oblanccolatc, outer 
longer than the inner; stamens (C, x7) 6, 4 long and 2 shorter; 
iilaments with a very white scale at the base; anthers ellipsoid; 
ovary (D, x6) nearly orbicular, glabrous, with a sessile stigma; 
2 ovules in each loculus (E, a 9); fruits (F, x 3) lather compressed, 



nearly orbicular, slightly winged, about I in. diam.; seeds (G, 

10) 2 in each half, loundcd, with a narrow crest at the base 
(family C / iici ferae). 

At first the raceme of liny flowers is congested, but it lengthens 
as the fruits develop, and in vigorous specimens is 2 in. or so, ex- 
cluding the stalk ; it growls in sandy and gravelly places and flowers 
from Apnl.to June. 

The outer petals are larger than the others, as in some Umbeilh 
jerae, and the inflorescence at first resembles that of the same 
family. As the outer flowers fade m turn, however, the axis of the 
inflorescence lengthens out into a raceme. There are 4 nectaries, 
and, failing cross-pollination, self-pollination is eifccted by the 
long stamens. 
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SHEPHERD’S PURSE 

Capselia hu^-pastoris (L.) Medik. ( x|) 


Annual, common weed in cultivated and waste places, flowering 
nearly all the year round, clothed with star-like hairs (A, x 10); 

taproot slender; radi- 
cal leaves in a rosette, 
pinnately lobed or en- 
tire, tapered to the 
base; lower stem- 
leaves oblanccolate, 
entire or toothed, up- 
per ones clasping the 
stem with ear-like 
base; flowers very 
small, in a slender 
terminal raceme which 
elongiites during flow- 
ering; lower flowers 
already fruiting whilst 
the uppermost are still 
in bud; sepals 4; petals 
(B, x6) 4, white, 

spoon - shJped ; sta- 
mens (C, ‘ 6) 6, 4 long 
and 2 short, anthers at- 
tached in the middle; 
ovary (D, > 8) ellip- 
soid; style short with 2 
stigmas; fruit very characteristic (E, \2), narrowly obtriangular, 
shortly 2-lobed at the top, wedge-shaped to the base; seeds (F, x 5) 
several in each of the two divisions (family Crucijcrac). 

For our purposes we may regard the Shepherd’s Purse as con- 
sisting of one rather variable species, though critical students of 
the British flora are able to recognize more than one. A good spot- 
ting character is the star-shaped hairs. It is noteworthy in this 
highly evolved and most successful type of plant that either cross- 
polhnation or self-pollination may occur, and that the latter is 
effective. Cultural experiments made in England showed that 
there was no appreciable difference in the size of plants grown 
from seed produced by crossing compared with those from self- 
pollinated stock. 
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ROCK HUTCHINSfA 381 

Hornungia petraca (L.) Rchb. ( xj) 

A small annual herb up to about 4 in. high, branched from near 
the base; stem and branches very minutely hairy, witli star-shaped 
hairs; leaves pinnate, mostly basal, shorter than the racemes, 
with several narrowly obovate side-lobes and a slightly larger 
terminal lobe, glabrous; flowers numerous in short slender ra- 
cemes, white; sepals 4, nearly erect, equal at the base; petals (A, 
X 10) very small, equal, entire; stamens (B, x 10) 6, with slender 



tilaments and rounded anthers; lilaments with a small nectary on 
each side of the two shortei stamens; fruits (C, x5) broadly 
elliptic, about ,'o in. long, compressed at right angles to the 
partition, purplish, reticulate; seeds (D, x 10) ? in each half of 
the fruit, compressed, not margined or winged (family Cruci- 
ferae), - Synonym Hutchinsia petraea (L.) R. Br. 

A rare species found amongst limestone rocks in western 
Britain; extends to Asia Minor and north Africa; now excluded 
from the genus Hutdimsiu because of the presence of mucilage in 
the seeds. 


359 



302 


BITTRR CANDYTUFT 
Iberis amara L. ( x-J) 


Annual berb, up to about 9 in. high, with spreading branches; stem 
slightly ribbed, the ribs with very short hairs; leaves scattered along 

the stem and branches. 



sessile but very much 
narrowed to the base, 
narrowly oblanceolate, 
up to in. long, with up 
to three short blunt lobes 
on each side, glabrous or 
very slightly hairy ; flowers 
(A, x2) white, tinged 

with pink or purple, 
nearly i in. in diam., 
arranged in coiyrabs; se- 
pals 4, rounded; petals 
(B, 3]) 4, unequal in 

size, the two towards the 
outside of the cluster 
much larger than the 
inner two, leaking the 
flovvei ‘irregular’, en- 
tire, with short claws; 
stamens (C, x3i) 6, 4 
long and 2 shorter; fruits 
(D, A 3) compressed at 
Tight angles to the parti- 
tion, appearing winged, 
reticulate, produced be- 


yond the actual tip into 
short triangular points, style persistent; seeds (E, ^*21) solitary 
in each half of the fruit, rather compressed and slightly winged 
around one side (family Crueijerae), 

Sometimes fairly common on chalky soils of hills and in corn- 
fields, especially in the southern counties of England. 
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SMITH’S CRE|» 
Lcpidium smithii Hook.' ( X J) 
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Perennial herb branching from the base, up to nearly 2 ft. high in 
fruit; stems and leaves softly pubescent all over with short hairs; 


basal leaves (A, x-i) on 
long stalks, oblancco- 
lale, entire or slightly 
toothed, up to 6 in. long 
including the stalk; stem 
leaves numerous and 
often closely set, sessile, 
eared (auriculate) at tlie 
base, lanceolate, some- 
what acute, 1-U in. long, 
varying from nearly en- 
tire to rather sharply 
toothed; flowers crowd- 
ed in oblong terminal 
laccmes which in fruit 
elongate to about 4 in,; 
axis, flower-stalks, and 
sepals hairy; petals (B, 

2) white, clawed; sta- 
mens (C, X 2) 6, the fila- 
ments without appen- 
dages; anthers violet; 
fruit (D, x3) short and 
elliptic, in. long, 

compressed laterally (i c. 
in the opposite plane to 
the partition), the side.s 
winged upwards and 
forming a notch with the 
peisistcnt style overtop- 
ping the notch; seed 
solitary in each partition 
(family Cruciferae). 

Grows in pastures and 



waste places and by roadsides, flowering in spring and summer; 


confined to western Hurope. 
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PEPPEIWi|[ORT. FIELD CRESS 
Lepidium campestre (L.) R. Br. (x i) 


Annual or biennial up lo about 
taproot, softly and very shortly 1: 



term mithridatc was used foi 


5 in* high, with a long slender 
ry all over; lower leaves form- 
ing a loose rosette, withering 
away in fruit, spathulate-ob- 
lanceolate, entire to pinnati- 
lid; stem-leaves narrowly ob- 
tong-lanceolate, sessile and 
eared (aunculate) at the base; 
racemes few, forming a panicle 
at the top of the plant, at llrst 
short and dense, soon elongat- 
ing, with the fruits maturing 
in the lower part whilst the 
top is still in flower; pedicels 
spreading; sepals (A, x5) 
oblong, rounded at the lop; 
petals absent; anthers (B, 
X 6) yellow; ovary (C, X 6) 
broadly elliptic, notched at 
the top and with « very short 
style; fruits (D, a 2) numer- 
ous, somewhat compressed, 
ovate in outline, with a wing 
on each side from near the 
base upwards, minutely 
iluky, seeds (E, <3) oblong- 
ellipsoid (family Cntciferae), 
The fruits are very charac- 
teristic, and with their stalks 
resemble a small ladle-spoon. 

In some books this plant 
is called 'Mithridate Pepper- 
won'. In old pharmacy the 
composition of many ingredients 


which were regarded as a universal antidote or preservative against 
poison and infectious disease. It grows in hilly fields and in cul- 


tivated and waste ground. 
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HOARY CRE&g 305 

Cardaria draha (L.) Dw. ( x 4) 

Perennial; stems simple, up to about 1 ft. high or more, with 
prominent angles, not hairy (glabrous), or very slightly so; 
leaves alternate, sessile, ob- 
long or oblong-elliplic, 
deeply eared (aunculale) 
at the base, rather rounded 
to the subacute apex, very 
minutely hairy on both 
surfaces, with short un- 
branched hairs, pale green 
and slightly shining, re- 
motely and shortly toothed: 
flowers (A, ^ 3) in racemes 
bunched together in the 
axils of the upper leaves 
and forming a corymb; 
leaves gradually reduced to 
bracts at the base of each 
raceme; pedicels slender, ^ 

spreading, up to i in. long; ij 

sepals (B, '-'5) 4, almost 
equal-sized, not pouched 
at the base, pale gicen svith 
while margins ; petals 
(C, x5) 4, white, spoon- 
shaped, i in, long, with a 
Jong slender claw; stamens 
(D, > 5) 6, 4 long and 2 ( 
shell; anlhcis ellipsoid; V 
ovary (Ei, * 5) narrow'ly \ 

ovate, compicssed, with 1 i 

ovule in each loculus IjC 
(F, 5); style short, stigma head-like; fruit (G, x2) compressed 

at right angles to the partition, broadly ovate, reticulate, not 
winged, seed (11, ' 3) solitary in each loculus, flattened, elliptic, 
smooth, blown (synonym Lepuhum draba L.) (family Cruciferae). 

Grows in waste places and by roadsides, and widely distributed 
in central and south Kurope, and into Russian Asia; it flowers 
during spiing and early summer. 
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306 WOAD 

tinctoria L. (x J) 

Tail erect herb; stems clothed here and there with a few long weak 
spreading hairs; basal leaves long-stalked, oblong-clliptic, gradu- 
ally narrow to the base, 
the blade about 4-5 in. 
long and up to 2 in. 
broad, undulate on the 
margin, bristly hairy 
especially on the stalk; 
stem-leaves gradually be- 
coming sessile upwards 
and ear-shaped (auricu- 
late) at the base, oblong- 
lanceolatc, glaucous ; 
flowers (A, x 2) small and 
numerous in a terminal 
panicle with leaf-like ear- 
shaped bracts; sepals (B, 
x3) 4. elliptic; petals (C, 
' 3) yellow, narrowly obo- 
vate, broadly clawed; sta- 
mens (D, X 3t 6, 4 longer 
and 2 shorter; anthers 
elliptic; ovary (E, x5) 
obovoid, compressed, 
with a sessile stigma; 
fruit (F, V I) pendulous 
on slender stalks, com- 
pressed, oblong- 
oblanccolate, cmarginate 
at the apex, not opening, containing a single seed (G, x 3) (family 
Cruciferae). 

On cliffs in chalk pits and m cornfields, flowering in summci ; 
widely distributed m the northern hemisphere. 

This plant is of interest because it v/as used by the natives of 
Britain to colour their bodies when the country was invaded by 
the Romans. Until recent times it was much cultivated in Lincoln- 
shire for dyeing doth. Easily recogni7ed, especially by the fruit 
which does not open but is broadly winged, notched at the apex 
and usually with only a single seed, although there are two ovules, 
one of Which fails to develop. 
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WART CRESS ^ SBFt 

Coronopus didymus (L,) S&iiith ( x J) 

Annual with numerous spreading or ascending branches, often 
sprinkled with a few slender hairs; leaves deeply pinnately divided 
into 3-5 pairs of narrow entire or slightly toothed lobes, glabrous 
or nearly so; flowers (A, x5) very minute, white, arranged in 
loose leaf-opposed racemes which at first arc contracted, but soon 
elongate in the fruiting stage; stalks slender and soon spreading; 
sepals 4, boat shaped ; no petals ; stamens 2, between the two lobes 
of the ovary; anthers rounded; ovary (B, x6) 2-lobed, with a ses- 
sile minutely 2-Iobed stigma in the middle; fruit (C, x4) divided 



into 2 rounded coarsely reticulate lobes readily separating from 
the central axis (synonym Senehieta didvnia (L.) Pers.) (family 
Ciudlerac), 

Tills IS doubtfully native, but is \ery common in waste and 
cultivated ground and spreads rapidly; remarkable in the family 
in having only 2 stamens instead of the usual 6 with 4 long and 2 
short. The second species found in this country, r, procumbens 
Gilib., is really native, and is a coarser plant with shorter racemes 
of fruits which are not notched at the top, and is coarsely wrinkled 
and warted, even horned; a sketch of the fruit (D, x4j^ 0fthis 
species IS inset at the top left-hand corner of the figure. 
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SEA KALE 
Cramhe maritima L. ( x i) 


A maritime plant on sandy and shingly coasts; perennial, with 
fleshy rootstock; branches spreading from the root; leaves few, 
large and fleshy, up to nearly 1 ft. long, ovate-triangular in outline 
but with wavy and irregularly toothed margins, very glaucous; 
flowers (A, x2) arranged in a panicle of racemes; llower-stalks 
(pedicels) up to li in. long in fruit; sepals (B, x2) 4, soon falling 
off; petals (C, xli) while, rounded, shortly stalked (clawed), 
spreading, the ‘staik’ at first yellow^ish-green, then violet-red, 
stamens 6, 4 longer and 2 shorter, the longer stalks (filaments) 
with a tooth near the middle (D, x2); ovary (F, x2) with a 
sessile 2-fid stigma; fruit (F, / 1) composed of a lower very short 



stalk-like portion, and an upper broadly ellipsoid reticulate part 
containing a single globose seed (family Cnuifcrae) 

Well known to gardeners, w'ho force ii m the dark in green- 
houses ui early spring; the etiolated growths arc eaten as a deli- 
cacy. It was at one time an object of special icgard m the d w'ellings 
of south coast fishermen, w'ho climbed the clifis or hung by 
means of lopes in order to collect the tender shotits as they 
emerged from tltc sand and shingle in spring. 

The flowers smell like honey, and at the base of each pair of 
lonj^Wg^amens is a large green nectary, to which a drop of nectar 
c!in^:Tbe stigma is already mature in the bud before the anthers 
open, and occupies the middle uf the newly-opened flower, 
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WILD RADISH 309 

Raphanus raphanistrum L. ( X f ) 

Annual or biennial up to 2 ft. high: stems with stiff bristly spread- 
ing hairs; leaves deeply pinnately lobed, the tei minal lobe much 
the largest, obovate 
rounded, irregularly 
dentate, often with 
darker tipped teeth, re- 
mainder of lobes smaller 
and spreading, oblong 
or lanceolate, all loose- 
ly clothed with bristly 
hairs ; upper stem-leaves 
becoming narrow and 
entire or nearly so; 
flowers few, in a termi- 
nal raceme, large and 
showy; sepals (A, 1;) 

4, about \ in. long, 
with a lew bristle^ to- 
wards the apex; petals 
(B, xU) large, .} in, 
long, broadly spathu- 
late, either white with 
coloured veins or pale 
yellow or lilac; stamens 
4 long and 2 short, an- 
thers (C, <4) large, at- 
tached above the base, 
ovary glabrous; style 
very short ; fruit ( D, 1) with a long beak, not opening, contracted 
between the few' (4-7) seeds (sometimes only 1-2-sceded and then 
not jointed ), the latter (F, 'I } rounded and finely reticulate (family 
Cr ua ferae). 

A common weed of cultivation and w'aste places, flowering in 
summer and autumn. 

There are lour nectaries in the flower, two on the inner side of 
the short stamens, the other two between the long stamens. Auto- 
matic pollination lakes place, but is ineffective, the long seamens 
projecting beyond the stigmas, and the shorter on the 
the anthers turning their opened sides towards the stigma. 
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SEA ROCKET 
Cakile mOrifima Scop, (xi) 


A fleshy annual much-branfched from the base, branches slightly 
angular; leaves alternate, half clasping the stem, fleshy, deeply 
lobed, lobes narrow and mostly obscurely toothed, slighty paler 
beneath; flowers (B, x li) in terminal and leaf-opposed racemes 
which elongate in fruit; stalks shorter than the flowers; buds (A, 
X 2) crowded together, their lip^ covered when young with weak 
hairs which fall off ; sepals 4, neaily equal, green ; petals (C, x 2) 4, 
very pale mauve, veiny, the blade about i in. long; stamens (D, 
X2; 6, 4 longer and 2 shorter; ovary (E, x 1 k) green, with a sessile 



slightly 2-lobed siigma; fruit (P, J) vvitli a shoit thick stalk, at 
first narrow and entire, when npe separating transversely into 2 
parts, the upper half falling away and containing I erect seed, the 
lower half persistent and with 1 ovule which rarely ripens into a 
seed (family Cn4ci/mie). 

Common in maritime sands and salt marshes all around Britain, 
and in Europe generally and western Asia; flowers from June to 
the autumn. 

C^ih is a small genus of four species, three of which inhabit 
maaipnae shores, the fourth being found only in the deserts of 
central Arabia. The fruits of this genus are very distinctive, being 
composed of two unequal 1-seeded joints. 
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RUGOSE -RAHStit^ . ' 

Rapixmm rugQsum ^L) All. ( x ' 

Annual or biennial herb; stem erect, up to 2 ft. high, full of soft 
white pith, slightly ribbed, sparingly dothed with short down- 
wardly direct^ setose 
hairs; lower leaves with 
a large ovate blade and 
with auricles on the 
petiole, wavy-toothed, 
upper leaves becoming 
unlobed and narrow but 
toothed, all with a few 
simple sliort hairs or 
nearly glabrous; flowers 
in lax panicles of ra- 
cemes, soon developing 
fruits along the branches 
with the terminal part 
still in bloom; pedicels 
a little shorter than the 
flowers; sepals 4, glab- 
rous; petals (A, x3) ^ 

4, citron-yellow wath 
darker veins paling to 
white, long-clawed, 
blade obovate; stamens 
(B, X 3) 6, 4 longer and 
2 shorter; ovary (C, x 3) 
shortly stalked, shortly 
hairy; fruit (D, x2^) 
more or less parallel 

with the axis, composed of 2 joints, lower joint stalk-like, upper 
part ovoid, ribbed and setose-pilose (family Cruciferae). 

An introduced weed of arable and waste land, native of the 
Mediterranean region but widely spread in many countries. 

Two of the four nectaries in the flower are situated on the inner 
side of the bases of the shorter stamens, and their nectar collects 
in the pouched bases of the sepals. The other two nectaries are 
smaller and like papillae, and they lie outside and between each 
pair of the longer stamens and secrete very little nectar. 


0 ( 1 ) 
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M2 HARE’S EAR 

Coringia orientalis (L.) Dumoft, ( X 

Annual or semibiennial up to 2\ ft. high; taproot whitish; stem 
erect, unbranched or nearly so, terete, glabrous; basal leaves few; 

stcm-ieaves glaucous- 
green, sessile, amplexicaul 
and obtusely cordate- 
auriculate at the base, 
oblong, rounded at the 
apex, up to 4 in. long and 
2 in. broad, about 7- 
nerved at the base, entire, 
decreasing in size up- 
wards; flowers (A, xli) 
few in terminal corymb- 
like racemes, these soon 
elongating during the 
fruiting stage with the 
uppermost flowers still in 
bloom; pedicels nearly as 
long as the flowers ; sepals 
4, narrowly oblong to 
broadly lineaH*, the outer 
shortly pouched at the 
base; petals fB, x2jr) 4, 
about \ in. long, Jong- 
clawed, yellowish or 
gicenish- white; stamens 
(C, x2i) 6, 4 longer and 
2 shelter ; anthers cordate 
at the base; ovary (D, 
k1) linear, with very 
shoi t thick style and capi- 
tate stigma; fruits (E, 
xj) erect, about 3 in. 
long, 4-angled and 4-ribbed, glabrous; seeds (F, x3) ovoid, 
closely pitted, dark brown (family Cruci ferae), - Synonyms 
Erysimum onentalc Crantz; E, perjoliatum C'rantz. 

On waste ground and on cliffs by the sea or by railways, intro- 
duced; native of southern Europe, north Africa, and western 
Asia. ► 

An entirely hairless plant with very distinctive stem-leaves 
which are clasping and cordate at the base. 
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EASTERN BUNIAt' 3l|> 

Bumas i^rientalis L. ( Xi) 

Herb, usually biennia!, up to 4 ft. high; root carrot-shaped; stem 
erect, often purple at the base, branched above, with scattered 
subsessile glands and 
when young with 
slender white hairs; 
basal leaves (A, and 
B, X i) lyrately lobed 
and with remotely 
toothed margins, 
lobes spreading or 
slightly refle\ed, with 
scattered stellate 
hairs on both sur- 
faces, upper leaves 
gradually becoming 
sessile, lanceolate, 
and less lobed to 
merely toothed 
with scattered glands 
on the margins ; 
flowers in corymb- 
like panicles, bright 
yellow, the branches 
subtended by narrow 
Icaf-like bracts; pedi- 
cels twice as long as 
the flowers; sepals 
(C, x3) 4, narrowly 
oblong, glabrous; 
petals (D, x3> H 
times as long as the 
sepals, veiny; sta- 
mens ( ff , X 3) shorter than the sepals, 4 longer and 2 shorter; ovary 
(F, X U) oblong, with 2 ovules; style subsessile; fruit (G, x H) 
ovoid, sometimes with an oblique constriction in the middle, beak- 
ed by the persistent style, veiny and glandular (family Cruciferae). 

Native of continental Europe; a casual in arable land and on 
river banks in Britain, spreading into grasslands on downs. 

Another species of this small genus occurs^ in Britain, also 
introduced; this is Bunias erucago L., distinguished by its fruits, 
which have four crested wings and a much longer persistent style. 
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'^4 oitD'OP PtEASdSL^' 

Cumeiina scaiva Crantz (xi) 

Bm annual herb up to 2^ ft, high, sometimes branched from the 
base; stem thinly covered with Y-shaped hairs^ becoming glabrous 

upwards; lower 
leaves (A, x^) 

oblanceolate, re- 
motely dentate; 
lower stem leaves 
narrowly oblanceo- 
late, narrowed to the 
base, upper leaves 
becoming narrower 
but with distinct ears 
(auncuJate) at the 
base, all thinly cover- 
ed with star-shaped 
or Y-shaped hairs 
(B) , flowers small, 
yellow, in a terminal 
raceme, often the 
fruits fully developed 
before » the top 
flowers open; pedi- 
cels slender, nearly 1 
in. long in fruit; se- 
pals (C, X 3) 4, ellip- 
tic, with thin mar- 
gins; petals (D, x3) 
4, spoon-shaped, 
clawed; stamens (E, 
x3) 6, 4 Jong and 2 
shorter; anthers cor- 
date at the base; 
ovary (F, x3) shortly stipitate, glabrous; style nearly as long as 
the ovary, stigma terminal; fruit (G, x 2i) obovate, slightly com- 
pressed parallel to the thin membranous partition (H, x2^), 
valves hard and rather brittle, with a distinct median nerve; seeds 
(J, X 6) elliptic, compressed, brownish (family Cnwiferae), 
Introduced add sometimes found as a weed amongst farm and 
garden crops; native of eastern Europe and western Asia. 
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DVEit*S MtGNOJtETTE 31S 

Rps^da luteola L. (x|) 

Biennial or annual, with a hard stiff often utlbranched stem; 
leaves linear to lanceolate, entire but with rather wavy mairgins, 
giat^rous, pale green or 
almost glaucous, no 
stipules; flowws (A, 
y 2) yellowish green, ar- 
ranged in stiff terminal 
spike-like racemes, nu- 
merous, bracts nar- 
rowly lanceolate, short- 
er than the flowers but 
conspicuous in the bud 
stage, sepals 4, small, 
petals 4 or 5, very un- 
equal, the upper ones 
(B, y5) divided into 3 
or 5 lobes and with a 
2-lobed scale at the 
base, the others nar- 
lower, 2-lobed oi entire 
(C, >5), stamens (D, 

^ 4) se\eral, inserted 
below the ovary on a 
glandular disk, ovary 
of 3 carpels, early gap- 
ing at the top and 
exposing the ovules 
arranged on the walls, 
truit (E, x4) wide open 
at the top, lobulate around each tin> shining seed (F, x 6) (family 
Resedaceae) 

A peculiarity of the genus Rc \cda is that the capsular fruit opens 
at the top long before the seeds are matuie Even the flower itself 
IS not closed in the bud stage, and it quickly withers Nectar is 
secreted at the back of the broad erect disk behind the ovary and 
the expanded claws of the posteiior and middle petals protect it 
from rain and unwelcome visitors 1 he plant is common in waste 
places and grows up to 3 ft high, employed as a yellow and green 
dye-plant for cotton and woollen fabrics, similar to and closely 
related to the Sweet Mignonette of gardens, Reseda odorata L. 
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S16 WATERWORT 

Elatine hexandta (Lapierre) DC, (xi) 


Very snjiall glabrous aquatic or semiaquatic annual, the semi- 
aquatic form with smaller more spoon-shaped leaves than the 
aquatic form shown in the drawing, leaves opposite, entire, about 
*V m. long, neiveless, stipules \ery minute; flowers (A, x5) axil- 
lary, solitary, very distinctly stalked, sepals 3, ovate, spreading; 
petals 3, rose-coloured, obovate, a little longer than the sepals; 
stamens 6, with short filaments and 2-locular anthers; ovary 
superior, depressed-globose, 3-locular, styles 3, free and spread- 



ing; ovules numerous on axilc placentas, fi uit (B, > 8) a 3-va1ved 
capsule, with several grub-like slightly curved seeds (C, ^ 20) 
beautifully ribbed and transversely sti lated (lamily Fhtinaceae) 

Widely distributed in Europe (including the Azores), in ponds 
and muddy places, flowering in summer A second species, I 
hydtopiper L , much less fiequenl, is also found in Britain, this 
differs from the one here dcsciibed by its sessile flowers, 4 petals, 
8 stamens, and 4 styles, and fewer seeds in each loculus of the 
fruit 

The anthers open inwardly and shed their pollen diicctl> on to 
the three stigmas which spiead over the wide surface of the ovary. 
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KNOTTED PEARL WORT 317 

Sagina nodosa (L.) FenzI. f x|) 

A small tufted perennial, often flowering the first year; stems slen- 
der, decumbent to erect, thin and wiry, sometimes scarcely 
branched, glabrous; leaves opposite, the lower linear or needle- 
like, acute, the upper ones much smaller and mostly with a little 
cluster of smaller ones m their axils; no stipules; flowers (A, x H) 



few, sometimes only one open at the end of each branch or stem; 
stalks slender; sepals (B, >:6) 5. broadly elliptic, rounded at the 
apex, shorter than the 5 naiiowly obovate white petals (C, x4i); 
stamens 10; anthers short and rounded, ovary (D, x7) smooth, 
with 5 rather large styles and papillous stigmas, 1 -locular with the 
ovules attached to the central axis; fruit splitting into 5 parts; 
seeds very minute (family Caryophyllaceac). 
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318 PROCUMBENT PBARLWORT * 

Sagina procumbens L. ( x J) 


A tiny tufted perennial, flowering from the seedling stage; stems 
short and slender, spreading; leaves in a dense rosette, linear or 

needle-like, with a 
very sharp point, 
smooth or min- 
utely hairy on 
the margin, the 
stem leaves op- 
posite and con- 
nected by a mem- 
branous sheath at 
the base; no sti- 
i 'Wi pules; flowers (A, 
1 ^ axillary 

and solitar>% and 
C terminal, soon 
developing into 
fruit; stalks slen- 
der, several limes 
longer than the 
leavdfe; sepals 4, 
broadly elliptic, 
sometimes tinged 
with crimson on 
the margin; petals 4, very small, or absent; stamens 4, opposite 
the sepals; ovary (B, x 8) ovoid, with 4 short hairy styles, 1 -locu- 
lar, with the ovules attached to the central axis; fruit fC, x4-ji) 
splitting into 4 parts; seeds (D, x20) very minute (-J mm.), kid- 
ney-shaped, brown, closely pitted ; flowers from spring to autumn 
(family CaryophvIIaccae), 

This little plant has become very much reduced both in stature 
and in its petals, which are cither completely absent or are very 
minute. Their function has been assumed by the sepals, which aie 
sometimes tinged with crimson on tire margin, thus rendering the 
flower a little more conspicuous. As mentioned under Anemone, 
when one set of organs becomes reduced or dispensed with, an- 
other is adapted to perform its function. 

There arc four small nectaries at the base of the filaments. The 
stamens are mature at the same time as the stigmas, and automatic 
self-pollination takes place. The flowers remain closed in dull 
weather. * 
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APETAiOUS or ANNUAL PEARLWORT 319 
Sagina apetala Ard. (xf) 

A tiny annual with numerous branches from the base, forming a 
flat tuft; branches almost thread-like (filiform), glabrous; leaves 
opposite, awl-shaped (subulate), very acute, with membranous 
margins united at the base and fringed with hairs like a comb; 
flowers (A, B, x 6) usually 2 or 3 at the top of each shoot, on very 
slender thread-like stalks; sepals 4, free, green, ovate-elliptic; 
petals none or veiy minute; stamens (C, x 12) 4, opposite the 



sepals; anthers lounded, the loculi separate; ovary (D, x 10) ses- 
sile, ovoid, glabrous, crowned by 4 short stigmas, 1 -locular, with 
numerous ovules on a central placenta (F, > 20); seeds (G, x 16) 
minute, closely w^arted (family Caryophyllaceae), 

It needs a strong lens to examine the very small flowers of this 
tiny plant, which might be mistaken for Liniim catharticum L, <fig. 
1 52) or Radiola linoidesRoXh, (fig. 153), both of which have petals, 
however, and belong to quite another family, Linaceac; in Radiola 
the sepals are also 4, but they are united in the lower half. 
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320 


FRINGED PEARLWORT 

Sagina ciliata Fries ( x^) 


A vefy small and exceedingly delicate matted annual 2-3 in. high 
wth slender thread-like stems sparingly clothed wjlh short gland- 
tipped hairs: leaves opposite, connected at the base by a thin 
sheath fringed with long hairs (A, x 2), linear, with a very sharp 
point (awned); flowers (B, x3) terminal and axillary, very nu- 
merous, on thread-like stalks clothed more or less with short 
gland-tipped hairs; sepals 4, oblong-elliptic, hooded, with a few 
gland-tipped hairs outside; petals absent; stamens 4, wkh thread- 



like filaments and rounded anthcr-iobes; ovary ' 3) with 4 
very short styles and a fiee-central placenta bearing numerous 
ovules; capsule (D, x 3; a little longer than the sepals, opening by 
4 valves; seeds numerous, minute, brownish (family Caryophyl- 
laceae). 

Grows in dry places on sandy heaths, found more or less 
throughout the British Isles, in burope generally and in north 
Africa. 

Closely related to 5. apciala 1.., from which it differs by its se- 
pals appressed to the ripe fruit and not spreading horizontally. 
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SEA PEARLWORT 
Sagina mariima Don ( X i) 


32t 


A very small densely matted annual herb up to 3 in. high; stems 
ascending, Ihread-hke^ glabrous; leaves opposite, connected at the 
base, shortly linear, blunt at the apex, rather fleshy, entire, glab- 
rous; flowers (A, x4) terminal and axillary, very numerous, on 
thread-like stalks; sepals 4, elliptic, with membranous margins; 



petals vciy short or absent; stamens ( B, ' 4) 4; ovary with 4 short 
styles and a free-central placenta bearing numerous ovules; cap- 
sule (C, x5) broadly ovoid, about as long as the sepals, which 
persist and spread slightly, opening by 4 valves at the top; seeds 
very small, biownish (family Caryopliylfaccac) 

Widely distiibuted on the sea-coasl, and on the coasts of 
But ope and northern Africa. Related to S. ciliata, shown in 
fig. 320, but with the leaves blunt at the apex and not lipped with 
a brisllc-iike point. 
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m HEATH PEARLWORT 

Sagtm subukita Pre^l ( x^) 

Ff^retinial densely tufted hetb with leaves in dense clusters; leaves 
(A, X 2) linear, with a very sharp point, connected a t the base and 

there margined 
with short gland- 
tipped hairs, flow- 
ers (B, X 3) solitary 
at the top of the 
short leafy bran- 
ches, on long very 
slender thread-like 
stalks, which to- 
wards the top and 
like the sepals bear 
a lew short gland- 
tipped hairs , sepals 
5, elliptic, petals 
(C, A 3) 5, white, 
obovate, u^ally a little longer than the sepals, stamens (D, / 3) 
10, ovaiy (t r, / 4) ovoid with 5 shoit styles* capsule ovoid, 
sessile (family Cat\oph\Uaceae) 

Grows m dry gravelly and sandy places rccogni7ed^rom several 
closely-related species by its having glandulai hairs on the leaf 
margins and flower-stalks, and 5 sepals and petals, 10 stamens, 
and 5 styles, the floweis are single on each little branch 
About nine species ot this genus occur in Britain, which aie 
difficult to detcimine because of the minUle characters by which 
they are classilied 
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THREE-NERVED SANDWORT 32? 

Arenaria trinervia L. ( x f ) 

A delicate, much-braadied, decumbent or spreading annual up 
to about 1 ft. long, much resembling the common Chickwecd(fig, 
326); stems and branches very slender, with short recurved hairs 
mainly on one side; leaves opposite, their short stalks connected 
at the base across the branchlets, ovale or ovate-elliptic, rather 
abruptly narrowed to the winged stalks, rounded to the shortly 
acute apex, with 3(“5) distinct parallel nerves from the base to the 
apex, very minutely hairy on the nerves and margin; flowers (A, 
/v 2) usually only one from the axil of each pair of leaves, on slen- 



der thread-like stalks exceeding the l?uter in length, minutely hairy 
with reflexed liairs; sepals 5, narrow, very acute, with a green min- 
utely hairy keel and white membranous margins; petals white, 
shelter than the sepals; stamens (B, x3) 10. with very slender 
thread-like filaments, and minute rounded anthers; ovary (C, x 3) 
globose, with 3 slender minutely hairy styles, 1 -locular, with nu- 
merous ovules attached to the central axis (D, x 5); fruit (E, x6) 
a 6-valved capsule; seeds (F, xl2) very small (about -jV in.), 
rounded, Tich brown, minutely and transversely grooved, with a 
white frilMike appendage at the base (family Caryophyllaceae). 
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THYME-LEAVED SANDWORT 
Arenaria serpyUifolia L. { xf) 


tlA 


A very small annual with branched stems up to a few inches long, 
covered with minute reflexed scabrid hairs (A, x 2^) ; leaves oppo- 
site, connected at the base around the stem but no stipules, ovate, 
acute, loosely covered with very short rough hairs (scabrid) 3 5- 
nervcd from the base; flowers tB, x li) in the upper leaf-axils, 
shortly stalked, very small; sepals 5, larger than the petals, hairy 
on the nerves; petals (C, x3) white, smaller than the sepals but 
rather variable in size, obovatc: stamens usually 10, anthers (D, 
X 6) rounded; ovary (E, x 6) ovoid, smooth, with 3 twisted styles, 



1-locular wiih the ovules arranged around ihcccnlial axis (E, x 8); 
fruit (F, x3) opening by 6 short teeth at the top; seeds (G, x 6) 
kidney-shaped, closely covered with bead-like waits m transverse 
rows; often grows on dry walls and in dry sandy waste places; 
flowers in summci (family Cat yophyllaccac). 

In this species the stamens and stjgmas mature simultaneously, 
and in bright sunny weather drops of nectar can be seen m the 
base of the flower. Sometimes some of the flowers are entirely 
female, and even in bisexual flowers the stamens are often reduced 
in number. Automatic self-pollination by contact of stigmas and 
anthers takes place. 
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325 


aiiA Jt-UKSLANli 
Arenaria peploides L. ( x 

Perennial with creeping rootstock; stems usually much brandted, 
rather fleshy, glabrous; leaves (A» xl) opposite, in four rows, 
sessile, ovate-elliplic or elliptic, thick and fleshy, green, with thin 
and slightly frilled margins; flowers (B, x 2j solitary in the forks 
and in the upper leaf-axils, stalked; sepals 5, green and fleshy; 
petals (C, x2) white, very small, spoon-shaped (spathulate); sta- 
mens usually 10; anthers sshort and rounded; ovary (D, x3) 
ovoid, with 3-5 short styles; fruit (F, x 1 i) a capsule opening by 
3-5 valves; seeds (G, x2J) obovoid, minutely tuberculate (E, 
ovules X 4) (family Caryophyllaceae), 



A very widely spread maiitime plant growing in sandy places 
and sometimes amongst shingle; rather outstanding, and different 
in general appearance from other species Arenaria; the petals 
are very small. In habit it somewhat resembles the Sea Milkwort 
{G/aux mantima L.) (see lig. 374), but the latter grows on muddy 
shores. The rootstock is long and slender and creeps in the sand 
or amongst the pebbles. In Yorkshire the plant was formerly much 
used as a pickle and accredited with a pleasant pungent taste. 

The species is sometimes regarded as representing a genus dis- 
tinct from Arenaria, and is then called Honckenya peploides (L.) 
Ehrh. 
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CHICKWEED 
Siellaria media Vill. ( X |) 


326 


Annual with succulent smooth stems and branches, except for a 
line of reflcxed hairs along one side; the hairs (F, x5) consist of 



one row of several cells; 
leaves ovate, the lower 
hairy on the short 
stalks; flowers (A, x3) 
scarcely stalked when 
young, but the stalk 
elongating in fruit; se- 
pals free and hairy, with 
a narrow thin border; 
petals (B, x5) shorter 
than the sepals, deeply 
2-lobed, white, usually 
only one stamen be- 
tween each, though 
sometimes the stamens 
reduced to 3 or 2; an- 
thers pmk when young; 
ovary with 3 styles; 
fruit (capsiitc) (D, x2i) 
opening by 6 short 
teeth; seeds (E, x6) 
several, closely warted, 


and curved {{dim\\y Caryophyllaccae), 

Chickweed is one of the most troublesome weeds in gardens 
and on farms, and it flowers and produces seed in a very short 
time. Nevertheless it is of considerable economic and biological 
interest, representing a high stage of evolution. The seeds provide 
food for small birds nearly all the year round. There is great eco- 
nomy in the number of the stamens, which arc sometimes reduced 
to 2. A good spotting feature is the line of hairs down one side of 
the stem, and on the leaf-stalks, and these hairs carry out a special 
function. They are readily wetted by rain and dew and retain a 
considerable amount of water. This is conducted down to the leaf- 
stalks, where some of it is absorbed by the lower cells of the hairs, 
and any surplus is passed further down to the next pair of leaves 
and so on; the same process being repeated in each case. One of 
these hairs is shown enlarged in the figure (F), the three lower cells 
being absorbent. 
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HEATH STITCHWORT 327 

Steilarm graminea L. (x^) 

Perennial; very slendei and straggling, sharply 4-angled, 
not hairy, leaves opposite, united and slightly hairy on the mar- 
gin at the base, very nar- 
rowly lanceolate, acute at 
the tip, up to about \i in 
Jong, wjth a strong midrib 
and faint parallel nerves be- 
lovi, dowers many, but very 
laxly arranged, with the oldest 
in the forks, in diam , 
stalks up to 1 i in long, 
slender, buds acute and rib- 
bed, sepals (A, ^1) 5, slight- 
ly united at the base, with 
1 prominent green nerves 
and pale membranous mar- 
gins, the outermost one with- 
out, but the others with short 
hairs on the margin petals 
(B, x2) but appearing like 
10, being dcepl> divided al- 
most to the base, white 
apreading, not twice as long 
as sepals stamens (C, 
with small brown anthers at- 
tached in the middle, ovary 
(D, / 2) 1 -locular with several ovules attached to the central axis 

(L, \4), st>les 3, with slightly swollen tips, fruit (F, > 1) a cap- 
sule, a little longer than the sepals, seeds (O, 4) orbicular, verru- 

cose (family Carvopfnllaceae) 

Grows in dry pastures, hedgebanks, and at the base of crumb- 
ling walls, flowering Horn May to August It is not always easy to 
distinguish this from the Nery similar S palustns Ehrh , which 
grows in wetter places, the latter is glaucous (more greyish), and 
has petals very much longer than the sepals, and its sepals are not 
hairy on the margin In S gramme a the petals are usually not 
much longer than the sepals 

There is a nectary at the base of each of the outer stamens. 
When the flowei opens these bend inwards and open, the 5 inner 
ones not yet being ripe and curved outwards, and the stigmas are 
notteceptive 
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328 GREATER STITCHWORT, GREAT 
STARWORT 
SteUaria holostea L. (xf) 

A perennial with weak stems in hedges and amongst bushes ; 
stems quadrangular, glabrous ; leaves sessile, lanceolate to almost 

linear, tapered to a 
sharp point, up to 
about 2i in. long, 
with minute comb- 
like teeth on the 
margin (A, x3); no 
stipules; flowers (B, 
X }) large, in leafy 
panicles: stalks slen- 
der; sepals (C, X li) 
5, lanceolate, sharply 
pointed, faintly ner- 
ved; petals fD, x4) 
nearly twice as long 
as the sepals, nar- 
rowly wedge-shaped, 
divided neaily to the 
middle fhto 2 diver- 
gent lobes; stamens 
(E, A 2) 10, nearly as 
Jong as the sepals; 
anthers broadly ob- 
long; ovary (F, x5) 
1 -locular, with the 
ovules attached to the 
middle (G. ; 4), 

ovoid-globose, glabrous, topped by 3 slender styles; fruit a cap- 
sule opening by 3 valves; seeds (J, x 3) kidney-shaped, with trans- 
veree lines of warts (family Ca/yophrllucccfe), 

Compared with the duckweed (hg. 326) this plant has narrow 
sessile leaves, mucli larger and more showy llowers and ten sta- 
mens; and the stems have not the line of hairs so characlci istic of 
the Chick weed. Three other species of this genus in Britain have 
the petals considerably longer than the sepals, and only one of 
these, S. palusifis Ehrh., is at all common. This has very narrow 
leaves and the sepals are distinctly 3-ncrved. 
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WATER STITCttWORT 329 

Stellaria aquatica (L.) Scap. ( x^) 

Perennial with weak straggly angular stems glabrous in the lower 
parts but thinly hairy upwards; leaves opposite, sessile, ovate, 
rounded tp subcordate at the base, acutely and gradually acu- 
minate, up to 2\ in. long, and 1 \ in. broad, not hairy, but becom- 
ing pustulate in the dried state; flowens about i in. diam., axillary 
but often forming terminal lax leafy cymes, with the oldest flower 
in the middle of each pair of branchlets; stalks hairy; sepals 5, 
ovate-eJliptic, pointed, about J: in. long; petals (A, x Ij) 5, white, 



obovate and deeply notched with dive genl lobes ; stamens (B, x 2) 
usually 10; ovary (C, ^,2) ovoid, l-loculai, with numerous ovules 
on a free central placenta ( D, 3); styles 5, rarely 3, free; capsule 
(E, x3j bell-shaped, opening by 5 valves, each \alve deeply bifid; 
seeds (F, x3) rounded-kidney- shaped, dense^ tubercled (syno- 
nyms Myosoion aqiiaticum (L.) Mocnch, and Malachium aquati- 
cum (L.) Fr. (family Caryophxilaceae), 

Grows in wet places along ditches and streams, distributed into 
central Asia; introduced into North America; flowers during 
summer. 
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336 MOUSE-EAR CHICKWEEB 

Cerastimt vnlgatum L. ( x^) 

Slender annual; stems with a line of denser hairs down one side; 
basal leaves stalked, upper opposite, narrowed to the base, nar- 
rowly oblanceolate, 
rather blunt, clothed 
with rather long hairs, 
1 -nerved ; flowers (A, 
X H) in lax cymes, the 
middle flower already 
well into fruit, whilst 
the upper are still open- 
ing; pedicels slender; 
sepals (B, x4) 5, green 
with membranous mar- 
gins, hairy outside; pe- 
tals (C, X 3) usually 
longer than the calyx 
but sometimes shorter 
or even absent, notched 
at the apex, white; sta- 
mens 10 or 5 or fcwei ; 
antherSptD, / 4) round- 
ed; ovary (E, x6) 

smooth, with 5 free 
styles; fruit a shining 
cylindric capsule (F, 
>13) opening by 10 
sharp narrow teeth, up 
to twice as long as the 
calyx; seeds (G, x 6) loosely waited, very variable and sometimes 
divided by critical botanists into several species; flowers the whole 
season, usually in cultivated and waste places, etc. (family Caryo- 
phyllaceae). 

Flowers of the Chickweed type of this family have much the 
same means of pollination. They are usually quite small and in- 
conspicuous and rarely crowded enough to attract much attention. 
The petals spread out in the sunshine, the nectar secreted at the 
base of the flower at the same time becoming visible and access- 
ible to insects with a very short proboscis. Flies and the less 
. specialized kinds of bees are the visitois, but automatic self- 
pollination is usually possible during bad weather. 
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FIELD CHICKWEEt> 
Cerastiimt arvense L. ( X J) 


m 


Perennial herb much branched from the base, often much matted 
toother and prostrate, the flowering branches ascending to about 
6 in. high, leafy to the top 
and covered all around 
with deflexed hairs ; leaves 
opposite, linear, entire, 
the bases touching round 
the stem, obtuse or only 
half acute at the apex, 
i-i in. long, more or less 
hairy all over, but es- 
pecially on the margin; 
no stipules; flowers about 
3-5 (rarely more) together 
in a cyme at the end of 
each shoot, rather large 
and conspicuous; sepals 
5, i in. long, oblong- 
elliptic, green with a nar- 
row membranous margin, 
softly pubescent; petals 
twice as long as the se- 
pals, deeply 2-Iobed; sta- 
mens (A, X4, B, x8) 
usually 10; ovary (C, ^ 4) 
globose, I -locular, with 
numerous ovules on a 
free central placenta (D, x6); styles 5, fiee; capsule (E, x2) 
oblique, a little longer than the sepals, opemng at the top by 10 
teeth; seeds rounded-obovoid, waited all over (F, ^ 3) (family 
Curyophyllaceae) . 

Grows in sandy fields and waste ground, flowering from spring 
to early siimniei, and found in many parts of the world. 
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332 UMBELLATE HOLOSTEUM 

Holosteum umbeUatum L. (x^) 

Annual herb usually much branched from the base; branches 
glandular-hairy (A, x 6) only towards the nodes from below, bear- 
ing only 2-3 pairs of opposite oblanceolate glabrous leaves nar- 
rowed to the base and there forming a very short tube around the 
branch; no stipules: flowers few in terminal umbels, bisexual or 
sometimes female; pedicels slendei, with membranous bracts at 
their base; sepals 5, ovate, with very narrow membranous mar- 



gins; petals (B, x3j 5, white, free, ovate and broadly clawed; 
stamens (C, x2) 5-3 or rarely 2, free, with a green fleshy nectary 
at the base of each lilament; ovaiy (D, x2) ovoid-globosc, 1- 
locular, w'llh several ovules on a free central placenta (E, ^2); 
styles 3, free; fruit (F, ,<1) a 6-lobed capsule, surrounded by the 
persistent calyx; seeds (G, x 12) broadly ellipsoid, closely waited 
(family Canophyllaceac). 

A rare plant in Britain and now found wild only in Surrey, but 
formerly in Norfolk and Suffolk: grows on wails, thatched roofs, 
and raoie rarely in sandy soil; extends into Asia. 
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SPURRY 

Spcrgula arvensis L, ( >^ f ) 


333 


A slender annual weed, branching from the base into erect or 
ascending slen\s, the latter glabrous or vei-y slightly hairy; leaves 
in clusters at the nodes 
and appearing in 

whorls, almost needlc- 
likc, i.e. very nariow, 
like those of a pine tree, 
up to about 1 in long, 
very slightly hairy; 

stipules very small and 
dry; flowers numerous 
in terminal forked cy- 
mes, the slender stalks 
turning downwards as 
the flowers mature; se- 
pals 5, ovate-clliptic, 
slightly pubescent out- 
side; petals (A, x2) 5, 
while, bioadly oblong- 
elliplic, shortly con- 
tt acted at the base, 
usually shorter than the 
sepals, not divided; 
stamens (B, JO or 
5 on the same plant; 
anthers rounded; ovary tounded, 1 -locular; styles 5; capsule (C, 

3) ellipsoid, opening from the top into 5 entire parts; seeds (D, 
‘ 4) flattened, orbicular, papillous, and with a narrow membian- 
ous maigin (family CafyopliyUacea'''^. 

Spurry is a common weed in moist fields on light soils, but in 
some parts of Europe it is grown for fodder. Sheep are very' fond 
of It, and cows fed on it are said to give good nulk. The leaves and 
seeds are also eaten by poullrv. Eormeriy in Scandinavia a kind 
of bread was made of the seeds in times of scarcity. 

Though a favourite plant with farmers on the Continent, it is 
usually regarded as a troublesome weed in this country. On this 
account in Noifolk it is called ‘Pickpursc’ and is considered by 
farmers to meiit the name. 
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SAND SPURRY 

Spergularia campestris (All.) Aschers. (X|) 


Small annual or biennial with numerous stems branching from 
the base and forming flat tufts; stipules (A, x4i) very conspicu- 
A i ous, ovate-lancc- 

^ vli olaie, membran- 

ous and white; 
. leaves opposite, 

f jf S^’tipTpedi^ 

jtttt 1 V j sepals 

T \ \ IJ clothed with 

T If gland-tip- 

IWx pedhairs(B,x6); 

n A sepals with a 

\ V / ml '///I membranous 

^ I'" uniil/// JTiargin, lanceo- 

F ^ ral; 

\c/ usually 

shorter than the 
jff€^ sepals, usually 

/f / \ \y IK rarely al- 

\ ( \ If white; sta- 

\ 1/1 ISn mens tD, /^9) 

W § it usually 10, as 

Jd H lals; anthers (C, 

- 9) attached in 

the middle; filaments Hal and broad; style with 3-5 \er> short 
lobCvS; ovary (F, ^ lo) oblong, i -locular, with the ovules attached 
to the central axis; fruit (G, x4) opening in as many valves as 
styles (3~5); seeds (H, / 15) with the rootlet (radicle) conspicuous 
on one side, minutely warted (family Catyophy llaceae). 

Grows in sandy or gravelly heaths and waste places, and very 
widely distributed in the northern hemisphere and even in Aus- 
tralia. A coastal form is often treated as a species, Spergulana 
mbina Prcsl (synonym S, marina Gnseb.). This, as is often the 
case with maritime forms of species, has thicker more fleshy 
leaves. 

Frequently only three stamens are developed. Nectar is secreted 
by a fleshy ring inside the base of the stamens. In bad weather the 
flowers remain closed and automatic self-pollination then takes 
place. < 
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FOUR-LEAVED ALL-SEED $$5 

PoJycarpon latr^phyUum L. ( X i> 

A low very much branched annual herb, often forming small car- 
pets on beaches and old walls; stem and branches glabrous, the 
latter repeatedly forked; leaves in whorls of four or opposite in 
pairs, obovate, narrowed to the base, up to \ in. long, entire, 
glabrous, very obscurely nerved; stipules (A, x li) conspicuous, 
triangular-lanceolate, with slender points, thin and whitish; 
flowers (B, x5) numerous, in terminal cymes; bracts like the 
stipules, membranous; sepals (C, x4) 5, free, green margined 
with white, with a dorsal point at the top; petals 5, free, narrowly 



obovate, white; stamens (D, >' 10) 5, free; anthers ellipsoid, ovary 
ovoid, with 3 free styles and capitate stigmas; capsule (E, x4) 
splitting from the top into 3 valves; seeds (F, 10) obliquely obo- 

void, very small, finely reticulate (family Caryophyllaccae). . 

A rare and local plant in sandy waste places from Dorset to 
Cornwall, but widely spread in many other parts of the world. 

The genera of the family Caryophyllaccae are divisable into two 
groups, those with free sepals and those with the sepals united 
into a tube. Typical of the latter group are Dianthus (Pinks) and 
Catchflics {Lychnis and Silenc). Poly car pon belongs to the first 
group, which is closely related to another small family lUece- 
hratfkacy united by some botanists with Caryopnyl/aceae. 
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WHITE CAMPION 
Lychnis alha Mill. (x-J) 


Strong-growing biennial up to 3 ft. high; stem hollow, branches 
loosely covered vvitii long pale scveral-cellcd hairs , leaves opposite 



bases connect- 
ed by a nar- 
row hairy nm, 
oblanccolate, 
narrowed to 
the apex, softly 
hairy on the 
nerves, not 
toothed; flow- 
eis dioecious 
(males (A,x?) 
on one, females 
(D, xj) on 
another plant), 
opening in the 
evening (hcncc 
one synonym- 
ous specific 
jiamc, vesper ‘ 
rifia). sweetly 
scented; calyx 
green, ovoid, 
10- ribbed, pu- 


bescent, narrowly 5dobed; petals (B, ‘ ()) 5, while, with a long 


claw and a 2-lobed hmb with a .^harp tooili-like lobe on each side 
near the base; at the junction of the claw and limb a 4-toolhed 
corona ; stamens (in the male) (C, 0) 10; anthers attached nearly 


in the middle, disk fleshv, 5-toothcd; ovary (L, > 2) bright green, 
bottle-shaped, smooth; styles 5; ovules numerous on a central 


pentagonal placenta (F, x 2i); fruit (Cj, - 0) ovoid, opening by 10 


teeth; seeds (H, x4) kidney-shaped, closely warted (synonym 
Mclandrium ulhiim (Mill.) Garcke) (family Caryophyllaceac), 
Flow'crs in the eailv summer in fields and hedgerows, the 


blooms opening in the evening and giving off a sweet scent. 
When females are found growing remote from the males, the 
floweis* not being pollinated, drop ofi' very readily. 
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RED CAMPION 
Lychnis dioica L. ( x J) 


337 


Biennial up to 2 ft. high; stems covered with long spreading and 
shorter slightly reflexed hairs, not sticky; leaves opposite, sub* 
sessile, ovate, rounded to'an acute apex, pubescent with short stiff 
hairs above and on the nerves beneath, more or less 3-nervcd from 
above the base, the younger ones often tinged with dull crimson; 
no stipules; flowers unisexual (dioecious;, Ihe mules on one, the 



females on another plant, lew together: stalks about -J in. long; 
calyx tubulai , about i m long, 5-loothed at the apex, prominently 
5-ribbcd, and with 5 less prominent iibs, pubescent, crimson- 
green , petals (A, < U) 5, deep pink, 3-lobed with a long pale claw 
and 2 toothed white outgrowths at the top; stamens (B, ;2i) 10, 
the longest opening first; anthers large, dull white; ovaiy (C, x3) 
ellipsoid, 1-lcK‘ular, with numerous ovules on thecential placenta 
(D, \ 8); styles 5; fruit (E, x2) contained in the bladder-like ex- 
panded calyx, campanulatc, opening at the lop by 10 short teeth; 
seeds (F, v' lOj numerous, kidney-shaped, clo-sclv warted (family 
Catjg)ph}ilaceci’c), 
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33S RA<^G£D ROBIN 

Lychnis flosn^uculi L, ( x f) 

«*n 

Perennial with erect rather weak steins and long internodes; 
leaves opposite, narrowly Jinear-oblanceolate, fringed with hairs 

towai'ds the base (A, 
> 4); flowers in loose 
terminal clusters 
(cymes) the middle 
flower the oldest and 
often forming the fruit 
whilst the others are 
still open or in bud; 
calyx (B, xli) shortly 
5-lobed and with 10 
conspicuous ribs; pe- 
tals (C, X li) 5, red, 
deeply cut into 4 
linear lobes, the mid- 
dle pair longest, the 
claw with two appen- 
dages near the mid- 
dle; stamens (D, x3) 
10, the 5 outer matur- 
ing firsfand then curv- 
ing outwards, making 
room for the 5 inner; 
the 5 styles mature last of all, their ends being spirally twisted; 
pollination by insects, the nectar secreted at the base of the sta- 
meas; ovary (E, ^1) 1 -locular, with the ovules on the central 
axis; capsule (F, a. 2) ellipsoid, opemng by 5 teeth, the styles often 
remaimng; seeds (G, ^IJ) stalked on the axis, kidnev-shaped, 
closely warted (H, /3) (J, cross-section of ovary, ) 2i) (family 
Caryophyilaceae), 

In this species nectar is secreted at the base of the stamens, 
which open before the stigmas are receptive to pollen. The five 
outer stamens are mature first, and their anthers as they open 
occupy the middle of the flower; after their pollen is shed, their 
filaments elongate and curve outwards, making room for the inner 
five stamens, which in turn follow the same procedure. Then the 
five styles develop and occupy the same position in the middle of 
the flower. 
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AtPINE LYCHNIS 
Lychnis ttlpina L* { x 


3 ^ 


Perennial herb with a dense rosette of shortly linear or narrowly 
spathulate leaves about 1-li in. long wjth membranous sheath- 
ing bases; flowering stems 
single to several in each 
rosette, 6-9 in. high, cloth- 
ed with 2-4 pairs of 
linear-lanceolate leaves ; 
flowers several in a ter- 
minal cluster; calyx cam- 
pan ulale, shortly 5-lobed, 
lobes triangular, becom- 
ing membranous; petals 
(A, > 2i) 5, pink, long- 
clawed, the limb deeply 
bilobed and with a bifid 
appendage at the base, 
stamens (B, x2i) 10; 
ovary (C. x2i) stipitate, 
styles 5, free; capsule 
(D, 5-lobed to about 
k of its length, lobes re- 
curved at the tip, inside 
the capsule 5 shoit pro- 
truding partitions: seeds 
(H, xl5) kidney-shaped, 
closely warted (family 
C aryoph yflac eae ) . 

A very rare British 
plant found only in a le- 
stricted area in Scotland 
and the Lake District of 
north* west England: a 
species of the Alps and 
Pyrenees and in the sub- 
arctic regions of Europe, 
western Asia, and North 
Americd, including 

Greenland. Some botanists split off this species together with 
another British one, Lychnis viscat ia L., from Lychnis^ but by very 
slender characters. 
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340 CORN COCKLE 

Lychnis githago (L.) Scop. ( xi) 

A tall coarse Stmual clothed all over with long silky hairs and 
scabrid below these; leaves opposite, linear, sessile, with a pro- 
minent midrib; flowers 
scentless, solitary on 
long nude stalks thick- 
ening towards the top; 
calyx-lobes longer than 
the petals, the tube 
strongly ribbed outside; 
petals (A, xf) spread- 
ing, red, widely notched 
at the afiex; stamens 
10, m two series; an- 
thers (B, xli) arrow- 
shaped; styles 5, free to 
the base; ovary (C, x 1 ) 
1 -Jocular, .with the 
ovules attached to the 
middle; capsuled:, x|) 
opening by 5 teeth at the 
lop, surrounded by the 
enlarged ca lyx ; seeds ( F, 
/V 3) obovoid, closely 
warled (D, cross-section 

of ovary, 1 1 ) (family Caryophyllaccae). 

Some botanists on the comment of Europe treat this cornfield 
weed as a separate genus, Agrostemma. The differences are not 
very pronounced, howevei, though this is a very striking plant 
with its long pointed calyx-lobes. The stamens and stigmas mature 
in turn, and pollination is by butterflies. The flowers appear in 
July and August, and remain open at night apd during bad 
weather. 

The roughness of the seed-coat serves to fix it in the soil. The 
seeds are poisonous and dangerous if mixed with cereals. Tliey 
give a disagreeable odour to bread and render it unfit for human 
consumption. 

Anne Pratt says of this plant, ‘This showy Cockle unfolds its 
rich purple blossom at the period when the com fields are looking 
very beautiful, when the nodding grmn iS' daily becoming more 
golden in hue, as the sunshine of July is lining it for the sickle’. 
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NIGHTFLOWERING CATCHFLY 341 
Silene noctiflara L. ( xj) 

rsjPT 

Annual up to about 2 ft. high : stem and branches very sticky with 
gland-tipped hairs (A); leaves opposite, lower tapered to the base, 
upper sessile and con- 
nected at the base by a 
rim, lanceolate, rounded 
at the base, tapered to the 
apex, up to 5 or 6 in. 
long, entire, shortly and 
softly hairy on both sur- 
faces; lateral nerves few 
and inconspicuous: flow- 
ers few' and cdtected in an 
open leafy cyrne, the old- 
est flower in the middle of 
each fork and soon ma- 
turing into fruit; calyx 
clothed with short gland- 
upped hairs and longer 
several-cellednon-glandu- 
lar hairs (H, x 5), tubular, 

5-lobed, with 10. green 
ribs; petals (B, xl) pale 
pink or nearly while, 
narrow, 2-lobed, with a 
corona inside the bend; 
stamens 10; ovary (C, 

' 2) cylindric, 1 -locular, 
with numerous. ovules on 
a free central piacenta (D, <4), stylc''. 3, hairy on the inside; fruit 
(E, X ^ ) a beU:shaped capsule opening at the top by 5 lobes; seeds 
(F, x 5) kidney-shaped, closely waned, with a curved embryo (G, 

5) (family Caryophyllaccae). 

A commtm cornfield weetl, floweiing with the corn; native of 
central Fuiope* Jhe flowers are fragiant when they open in the 
evening between 5 and ^ o’clock, and insect visitors are mainly 
moths. As the anlherj; mature long before the stigmas, self- 
pollmation is virtually texcluded. 
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342 EN<3USM CATCHFLY 

Silene mglica L. ( x J) 

- A 

Erect annual herb up to about 1 ft. high, clothed with glandular 
and non-glandular hairs; leaves opposite, connected by a rim at 



the base, narrowly ob- 
lanceolate, abruptly acute 
at the apex, the largest 
about 2 in. long, mid- 
rib very prominent be- 
low; flowers in the axils 
of leafy bracts and form- 
ing a more or less 1- 
sided raceme; stalks 
much shorter than the 
bracts; calyx (A, x2) 

campanulate, 5-Iobed, 
lO-ribbed, the ribs 
densely clothed with long 
hairs : lobes su bulate , 
petals (B, x2) 5, white, 
with long claws and a 
deeply lobed somewhat 
jagged Jiipb; stamens 10: 
ovary (C, >'2) stalked, 
1 -locular, with numerous 
ovules on a free central 
placenta; styles 3, hairy; 
fruit (E, x2) a 6-lobed 
capsule, enclosed by the 
persistent calyx ; seeds 
( \\ X 5) kidney-sbaped, 
densely covered with 
bead-like warts (family 
Carophyltaccac ) . 

Found in sandy and 
gravelly places and m 
waste ground; a native 
of Europe, introduced 
into other parts of the 


World. 
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SPANISH CATCHFLY 
Sikne otites Smith ( x i) 


343 


Perennial; stems 1-!J^ ft. high, erect, slender, sticky; leaves (A, 
X 1) narrowly spoon-shaped, lather fleshy, minutely hairy on the 


margin and midrib below; 
stem-leaves few, opposite, 
flowers unisexual, on sepa- 
rate plants (dioecious), the 
males (B, x-i) (B, >:1) 
with conspicuous stamens, 
the females (E, x^) with 
conspicuous styles, form- 
ing a loose narrow pan- 
icle; calyx (C, tubu- 
lar, shortly 5-lobed; petals 
(D, x3) very narrow and 
green, with coiled tips; 
stamens in the male 10; 
anthers attached in the 
middle; rudimentary ov- 
ary with 3 styles in the 
male; female flowers with- 
out stamens and with an 
ellipsoid ovary (G, >5) 
and 3 hairy styles; fruit an 
ovoid caspulc rupturing the 
caly X ( fa m 1 ly Cw vophyl- 
/aceae). 

Found only in a few 
eastern counties and very 
local, flowei mg in July. 

This species is pollinated 
mainly by the wind. It is 
almost completely dioeci- 
ous, with more numeious 
male flowers than female, 
while bisexual flowers are 
few. Nectar is secreted in 
the base of the flowers, the 
sticky stem preventing 
small creeping insects from 
stealing it. 
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MOSS CAMPION 
Silene acauiis L. (x 


Perennial mountain herb, much branched and forming dense 
moss-like clumps up to several inches in diameter; branches very 
short, covered by the remains of the old leaves and crowned by a 
rosette of about 8-10 spreading narrow linear leaves (A, x2) 
fringed with short teeth; no stipules; (lowers numerous in each 
clump but single on each branch, shortly stalked ; calyx tubular, 
5-Jobed, lobes ovate, obtuse; petals reddish-purple, obovate, pro- 
vided with a short scale at the base of the hmb: stamens (B, x4) 



10; ovary (C, /4) 1 -locular with free central placentation; styles 
3 ; capsule (D, x 2i) clasped by the persistent calyx, narrowly bell- 
shaped, opening at the top by 6 short teeth which become re- 
curved; seeds (E, X 6) kidney-shaped, brownish, finely transversely 
ridged (family, Caryophyllaccac), 

Found only in the mountains of nonhern Britain and Northern 
Ireland; widely distributed in mounlains of Europe, Asia, and 
North America, sometimes at high elevations in souihern and 
central Europe. 

It forms lovely dense cushions on the face of the rocks and is a 
favourite plant for growing in rock gardens. 

The flowers of this species are tiioecious, the bisexual Howers 
being protrandrous and visited by many insects. In some places 
(according to Knuth) the flowers are quite dioecious. Clumps of 
Silene acauiis often show very strikingly the effect of exposure to 
the sun, for the southern half may present a dense mass of opened 
flowers whilst the northern half remains more or less in bud. 

There are several varieties of this popular rock plant in cultiva- 
tion, var. alba with white flowers, var. aurea with yellowish 
flowers. 
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BLADDER CAMPION 

Silene cucubahis Wibel ( x f ) 


345 


Perennial branched from the base; stems glabrous or rarely pub- 
escent; leaves (A, xlj) opposite, the lower withering before 
flowering, sessile, lance- 
olate, acute at the apex, 
rounded at the base, 
glabrous or very shortly 
hairy, margins minutely 
jagged; flowers few, 
erect or drooping, in a 
loose terminal cluster, 
some male, some female 
and some bisexual, each 
sex possessing vestigial 
organs of the t»thcr; 
calyx about \ in. long, 
inflated and bladdcr- 
like, much net-veined, 
shorlly 5-lobed (B, 

X U); petals (C, x H) 
white, deeply 2-lobcd 
with a pail of small 
scales above the middle, 

3-nervcd from the base; 
stamens usually 10, with 
rather large anthers (D, 

\ U) attached in the 
middle: ovary (h, X4) 

3-locular, with 3 slender 
St vies free to the base, capsule (F, ^ :) shortly stalked within the 
calyx, globose, opening bv 6 small teeth at the top; seeds (G, 
"^6) kidney-shaped, closely co\ered with warts (family Caryo- 
plivlhiccat ) 

insect visitors are mainly moths and humble-bees, the nectar 
being concealed at a depth of nearly half an inch. Humble-bees 
often steal the nectar by perforating the calyx instead of by the 
ordinary entrance between the deeply 2-lobed petals. Another 
name for this species is Silenc inflam Smith. 
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SEA CAMHON 
Sikne maritima (Horrtem.) Witli. ( x^) 


Perennial with numerous radiating and horizontally spreading 
glabrous stems, often tinged with dull purple up one side; leaves 
{A, xl) opposite, sessile, lanceolate to ovate-lanceolatc, rather 
acute and ^ick, bright glaucous-green, slightly joined at the base, 
not distinctly nerved; flowers few to each stem, terminal, on slen- 
der stalks; calyx (B, x 3) about i'm, long, inflated, green or tinged 
with crimson, distinctly veined, shortly 5-lobed; petals (C, x 1) 5, 



white, deeply 2-lobed, long-clawed, the claw with a bifid scale at 
the top; stamens 10; anthers (D, x3) versatile (attached in the 
middle); ovary (E, xl) 4-locuIar at the base, with numerous 
ovules on axile placentas (F, x 2i); styles 3--4, free to the base; 
fruit campanulate, nerved and reticulate; seeds (G, x4) kidney- 
shaped, transversely striolate (family CaryophvHaceae), 

In some Floras this is treated as a maritime variety of Silene 
cucubaliis Wibel (fig. 345). It is very distinct in habit, however, the 
stems being prostrate and spreading. It grows in shingle by the sea 
or on the shores of maritime lochs. 
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BERRY-^BEARING CHICKWEED 
Cucuhalus baccifer L. ( X i) 


347 


A slender much-branched perennial; stems cylindric, slender, 
swollen at the nodes, covered with siiort reflexcd hairs; leaves 
opposite, connected at the base by a rim, oblanceolate, narrowed 
into a short stalk, acute at the apex, up to about 1 \ in. long, en- 
tire, shortly hairy on both surfaces, with 2-3 pairs of lateral nerves ; 
no stipules; flowers (A, x §) solitary, terminal, shortly stalked, the 
one in the terminal fork soon maturing into fruit (npe fruits and 
flowers present on the same plant); calyx bell-shaped, light green, 
i in. long, 5-lobed, minutely hairy ; petals (B, x 1) 5, pale green, 
long- clawed, spreading, the limb split into 2 lobes, each lobe with 



a whitish coronal appendage; stamens (C, ’>,3) 10, united at the 
base to the stalk of the ovar>' (gynophore); anthers attached in the 
middle (versatile); ovary ellipsoid, 1-loculai, with several ovules 
on a free central placenta (D, x3) styles 3, free; fruit (E, x|) a 
shining black ‘berry’ nearly i in. diani,, exposed from the persis- 
tent calyx and containing several black brightly shining seeds (F, 
X 3) (family Caryophyllaceae), 

Druce says of this: ‘possible native; borders of thickets and 
amid vegetation on sea-cliffs, very rare; formerly' in Isle of Dogs’. 
It IS a striking member of the family, being remarkable for its 
black berry-like fruits. Most of the flowers are bisexual, but some 
flovMers may be female only, on the same or on separate plants. 
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346 SOAPWORT 

Saponaria officinalis L. { x i) 

Perennial with several rather stout leafy stems up to 2 ft. high; 
stems glabrous; leaves opposite, connected at the base across the 

stem by a marked 
rim, ovate-lanceolate 
to lanceolate, gradu- 
ally merging into 
bracts in the upper 
parts, strongly mark- 
ed with 3-5 parallel 
nerves from the base, 
narrowed to the 
apex, vei-y slightly 
roughened on the 
margins, but other- 
wise glabrous; no 
stipules; flowers 
large and handsome, 
ariangcd in a scries 
of small cymes with 
leafy bracts, the ulti- 
mate stalks very 
short: a jictir of nar- 
row brads just below 
each flower; calyx tubular, 5-lobed, the lobes in bud forming a 
narrow beak; petals (A, x f ) pale pink or ncaily white, free, with 
a long claw^ and a broad blade notched at the top, the claw with 
a 2-toothed scale on the inside; stamens tC, x f) 10, well exserted 
from tlic petals: ovary (B, .^3) glabrous, with only 2 styles, 1- 
locular, with numerous ovules arranged on the central avis; cap- 
sule (D, x'.2) opening at the top by 4 teeth (family Caryo- 
phyilaceac). 

To be found in flow'er in summer on hanks, roadsides, and 
waste places, and it ranges fai into western Asia; common around 
villages and probably only native in south-west England. It is 
easily rccogin/cd among British members of the family by the two 
styles. The fragrant odour of the flowers becomes much stronger 
in the evening, and hawk-moths arc the chief pollinating agents, 
the nectar being secreted at the bottom of the calyx-lube. Double- 
flowered forms sometimes occur. As indicated by its common 
name, the plant was formerly used as soap, the leaves being 
boiled and macerated for the purpose. * 
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DEPTFORD PINK 
Dianthus armeria L. { x J) 


349 


j 


I \ ■ "/ 


V 


Annual 1-2 ft. high with erect stems and few branches, shortly 
hairy all over; leaves opposite at the swollen nodes, linear, 
narrowed to the base, the a ^ 

larger 2-3 in. long and , \ ^ 

about i in. broad with ^ > p r 

prominent midrib below \ (i i' ' : f- 

and fainter parallel side- r 
jieivcs; flowers in cJus- I ' > 0 '/Jl/ \ 

ters and forming a leafy \ j/ vW 

cyme; calyx (A, xli) \ \h[ / ' 

SLibleiided by nearly as ' v / \( ' 

long pointed bracts; ' \j\/ | j; 

tube J in. long, very / <• | ll 

closely parallel-nerved; . \ /;. L. i 

lobes 5, subnlalc-Janceo- v'\ ;} //\\ // .} vL?.. 

late; petals (B, xl) 5, 'A'// \ ll S' U 

with a long daw and \’L/' /'\V ^>1 / ii 

spreading dentate limb; \,\ -v ''H (! y ll 

stamens (C. \1) 10, /'Xi - \\d,; /Y ilA 
ovary (D, xl) I -locular, ' % ' '/ ' 

with numerous ovules on \, ij' - gX - 

a free central placenta '.'.l!, Wl* / >7 

(P, / 6); styles 2; cap- i, ,• / / ' 

sule (F, X H) opening at E V >' i &|// j j 

the top by 4 valves; seeds '1 ! I 1 j; 

(G, x2Jjflatlencd,ovatc, f 1 J j Rj V/ 

with a central hiluni d ! r I F V/ ' 

(iamily Cat vophvIJaccac). ^ 

Flowers during sunimei in pastures, waste places, and under 
hedges, distributed eastward to the Caucasus and noilh to Swe- 
den; introduced into North America. 

The petals aic bright red wiih clcarei spots Besides the normal 
bisexual flowers there arc some in which one whorl of stamens is 
ludimcntary, and others again tliat are purely female, the yellow 
anthers remaining enclosed in the coiolla-liibe and not opening. 
Nectar is secieled and concealed at the bottom of the tube formed 


\Dij i 




by the long claws of the petals, and is accessible only lo Lepi- 
doplera which possess a very long proboscis. 
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MAIDEN EiNK 

Dianthus deltoides L. ( x J) 


A low^growing perennial herb with numerous ascending stems up 
to 1 ft. high or long, usually once forked above the middle; leaves 

opposite, linear, obtuse 
at the apex, up to i in. 
long, 3-nerved, the two 
lateral nerves veiy close 
to the margin very 
minutely hairy; flowers 
usually in pairs, all to- 
gether forming a more 
or less flat-topped 
corymb, not scented; 
bracts 2-4, the inner- 
most pair 4-3 as long 
as the calyx, pointed; 
calyx (A, x 13) 5-lobcd, 
with numerous closely 
parallel nerves, lobes 
very acute, of unequal 
length; petals (B, xl j) 
pink or while or spotted 
with white, with a 
jagged margin; stamens 
xU) 10; ovary (D, 
xlj) stalked, oblong, 
with numerous ovules 
on a free central 
placenta (E, x 4); styles 
2: capsule opening by 
4 valves (family Caryo- 
phyllaccae). 

Grows on banks and 
in open pastures, quite 
abundant in some localities, flowering during the whole summer. 

The five outer stamens first elongiite so that their anthers pro- 
ject from the corolla-tube when they have opened, and then the 
oUier five behave in the same way. After all the pollen is shed, the 
two styles, until now twisted together within the corolla-tube, 
elongate, and their stigma-bearing ends project from the flower, 
dominating its entrance and receiving the pollen from an insect 
which has previously visited other flowers. , 
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CHEDDAR PINK 351; 

Dianihas ^srcitianapolUanus ViH. ( x J) 


Perennial herb glaucous all 
over, in dense tufts from a 
woody rootstock: leaves in a 
dense cluster, with a few pairs 
up the flowering stem, linear, 
at most li in. long, 3-nervcd, 
the lateral 2 nerves very near 
the margin; flowering stems 
with slightly swollen nodes, the 
leaves connate at their base; 
usually only one or two frag- 
rant flowers out at a time ; calyx 
(A, xl) surrounded by an 
involucre of 4 broad bracts; 
calyx i in. long, tubular, > 
lobed, very closely nerved 
lengthwise; petals (B, '/ \\) 
pink, large and showy, veiny, 
with jagged margins; stamens 
(C, X 1 \) 10, slightly exserted: 
ovary (6, x2) elongated, with 
2 free styles; capsule opening 
at the top by 4 short valves; 
seeds numerous (synonym 
Dianthiis cacsins Sm.) (family 
Carvoph yilaceac). 

Found on limestone rocks 
only in and near the Cheddar 
Gorge, Somerset; flowering in 
June and July; distributed in 
west, central, and southern 
Europe; a very interesting 
example of discontinuous dis- 
tribution. According to in- 
ternational Rules the oldest 
specific name is used heic, 
though It seems a pity that so 
lovely a species should be 
saddled with such a long 
one. 
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PROLIFEROUS PINK 
Dianthus proUfer L. ( x J) 


A stiff erect wiry annual with slender forked roots, up to 1-H ft* 
high; leaves few, opposite, linear, up to U in- long, margins more 
or Jess scabrid; flowers clustered at the top of the stems, sur- 
rounded by dry scarious broad brown bracts, opening in succes- 
sion; calyx hidden by the bracts, very narrow, faintly ribbed; 
petals (A, x2) touching each other, pink to purplish-red, oblan- 
ceoJale, emarginate, the limb 5^reading; stamens usually 10, 
emerging and opening 5 at a time: disk elongated; ovary (B, x 3) 
narrowly oblong, 1 -locular with numerous ovules on a central 
placenta (C, x8); styles 2* free to the base, shortly hairy along 
the inner side: capsule (D, x 2) almost cyhndric, 4-valved at the 
top, 1 cm. long; seeds (E, x3) ellipsoid, black, minutely and 
closed pitted (family Caryophyllaceae). - Synonym Tunica proli- 
fera (L.) Scop. 

In gravelly pastures and grassy sand-dunes in the southern 
counties often near the sea; extends from Europe to Siberia, 
north Africa, and Canary islands. 
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SIBERIAN CLAYTONIA 
Claytonia \ibinca L ( X i) 


Annual or perennial heib up to 1 ft high, lather succulent, 
quite glabrous, basal leaves on long stalks, bioadly ovate- 

rhomboid, triangu- 
Idi at the apex oi 
very slightly pointed, 
3-nerved from the 
base, up to 2 in. long 
and broad, floweiing 
stems NMth one pan 
of opposite ovate ses- 
sile leaves rathei 
smaller than the 
blades of the basal 
leaves, racemes 2-3 
at the top of each 
stem, bracts small 
and greenish, pedi- 
cels spreading, slen- 
der, up to 1 in long 
in liuit, flowers <A, 
li) like those of 
Stcllanay sepals 2, 
rounded-ovate, en- 
larging a little and 
persistent aiound the 
tiuit, petals (B, ^ 2) 
5, spreading, pale 
lose-prnk or white 
tinged with pink, 
dccpi> biJobed, sta- 
mens 5, each oppo- 
site to a petal, an- 
thers pmk, facing outwards , ovary (C, ^ 3) o\ oid, greenish white, 
style deeply 3-lobed, capsule (D, ^ 2) enclosed by the persistent 
sepals, ovoid , seeds (F, a 3) 1-3 m each capsule, usually black and 
very shiny, minutely pitted (family Portiilacaceae) 

An introduced species, native of Siberia and north-western 
Amcnca, naturalized m many places from the midlands into Scot- 
land, and here and therein more southern counties, found in abun- 
dance in some parts of the Lake District, m woods, by roadsides, 
and along the banks of streams , flowers from May until the autemn 
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PERFOLtATE MONTIA 

Afontia perfoiiafa (Don) Howell ( X J) 




Annual in cultivated or waste ground; leaf-stalks and, blades 
thick and fleshy, glabrous; basal leaves on long stalks, ovate or 
almost rhomboid, more or 
less wedge-shaped at the 
base, entire, up to about 
1 in. long and broad, 
faintly 3-nerved from 
above the base; flowering 
stems with a pair of 
united opposite leaves at 
the top, in the middle of 
which a bunch or short 
raceme of flowers is 
borne; sepals (A, x2) 2, 
green, broadly elliptic; 
petals (B, x4) 5, white, 
shortly united at the base, 
shortly clawed and nai- 
rowly obovate, minutely 
notched at the apex; sta- 
mens (C, >6) 5, opposite 
the petals (corolla-lobcs), 
ovary (D, x5) rounded, 

1 ‘locular, composed of 
3 united carpels; style 
white, columnar, divided 
into tliree curved papil- 
lous stigmas: fruit (F, a H) splitting to the base into 3 valves; 
seeds (G, x 3) black and shining, in vertical section (H, x 4) show- 
ing the much curved embryo around the endosperm (E, flower 
bud, xli) (synonym Chiytoma perfoliatct Willd.) (family Portu- 
lacaceae). 

In the latest classification of the genera of this family, this 
species is referred to the genus Montia, of which there is a second 
native species in Britain, \^ontia font ana ^ a tmy plant with spoon- 
shaped leaves, a zygomorphic corolla and only two stamens. The 
species of the genus Cfaytonia, in which M, perfoiiafa has usually 
been placed, are mostly perennials, whilst most species of Montia 
are annuals. A/, perfoiiafa has also been placed in a third genus 
lAmnia. It is a native of North America and naturalized in Britain. 
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YELLOW-WORT 
Blackstonia perfoliata (L.) Huds. (xi) 


Erect annual up to U ft. high, glaucous (like the bloom on a 
grape) all over and without hairs (glabrous); leaves opposite, 
united at^jthc base (perfoliate), each half broadly ovate and some- 
what acute at the apex, the largest up to about 2i in. from tip to 
tip, each leaf 3-nerved ; flowers in a dichotomous cyme (see draw- 
ing for this), the oldest flower m the first fork and subsequent 
forks; bracts becoming smaller tVpwards, like miniature leaves; 
calyx (A, x 1 J) divided to the base into 8 Jinear-subulate parts 
longer than the corolla-tube , corolla (B, x 1 ) bright cream-yellow, 



the 8 lobes twisted in bud to the right (A, H), stamens 8, in- 

serted on the tul^c between the lobes; anthers (C, '-'2) linear; 
ovary (D, '< 2J) I -locular, with numerous ovules on the 2 bjJobed 
parietal (on the walls) placentas (E, x 5); fnut a capsule with per- 
sistent style; seeds minute (synonym Chlota perfoliata L.) (family 
Gentianaccae). 

In some seasons this is plentiful on the chalk downs and banks 
by the sea, and is a very pretty sight, often growing in the com- 
pany of another member of the same family, Centaunam minm (fig. 
361). It IS only locally common, but is fairly w^idely distributed in 
England. It extends eastwards as far as the Caucasus. 

This very attractive plant seems to be quite independent of in- 
sect visitors, for the flowers secrete no nectar. They close at night, 
and the two thick bilobed stigmas are self-pollinated. 
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THREAD-LIKE CICENDiA 
Cicendia fiUformis (L.) Delarbre (x^) 


356 


Tiny glabrous annual, sometimes consisting of a single stem and 
1 or 2 flowers; leaves very small, opposite, united at the base, 
shortly linear, glabrous; 
no stipules; flowers (A, 
xl) terminating the 
main stem and opposite 
branches, on slender (Ali- 
form) pedicels, the ter- 
minal pedicel up to 2 in. 
long in fruit; calyx cam- 
panulate, 5-lobed, lobes 
ovate, acute; corolla (B, 

X 1 i) golden yellow, 
shortly tubular, 4-iobed, 
lobes spirally folded in 
bud; stamens 4, inserted 
between the corolla- 
lobes; anthers shortly 
exserted from the tube; 
ovary (C, x 1) ellipsoid, 

1 -locular, with numerous 
ovules on a free central 
placenta; style colum- 
nar, deciduous; fruit a 
capsule (family GcnfUina- 
ceae). - Synonym Miaocula fiitfo/tnis Holfm. & link. 

This is one of the smallest of Bi itish flowering plants which may 
be mistaken by the beginner for a member of the closely related 
family Curyophylkiccac: but its petals are united into a short tube 
and they are twisted (contorted; in bud. A very local species and 
often near the sea in some southern counties of England and 
Wales, south-west Eire, and the Channel Islands, extends to the 
Mediteiranean and Morocco and the Neai hast. 

There is only one species of this small genus in Biitain, the 
second formerly included in it having been transferred to pAandiim 
£. pusilluiii (Lam.) Criseb. It differs from Cicemlict by its pink 
corolla and bitid stigma It is found only in the Channel Islands 
and as far south as North Africa, 
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W TINY’EXACULUM 

Exaculum pusillum (Lam.) Caruci ( x^) 

K very small annual with slender thread-like branches much m- 
s^mibling some members of the Caryophyllaceae, completely gla- 
brous all over; leaves opposite, linear, narrowed to the base, up 
to J in. long, entire; no stipules: middle flower (A, x3) of the 
forked branches the oldest, on long slender pedicels; calyx 5- 
lobed, lobes spreading, oblong, apiculate; corolla (B, x3) pink, 
white, or pale yellow, tubular, tbe tube as long as the stamens 



(C, x6) 5, inserted at the mouth of the lube and exserted, alier- 
natewith the lobes; filaments shorter than the corolla-lobes; an- 
thers (D, X 9) ellipsoid, opening by slits lengthwise ; ovary oblong, 
1-locular, style deciduous, stigma 2-lobed, exserted; capsule 
opening by 2 valves (family Gentianaceae). - Synonyms Microcala 
pusitla L., Cicendia pusilla Gi iseb., Cicendia candollei Griseb 
in Britain found up to the present only in the Channel Islands 
and in the Hebrides; distributed through France and Spain to the 
western Mediterranean. 
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MARSH GENTIAN 
Gentima pneumotumthe L. ( x J) 




Perennial with thick spreading roots and stiff erect simple or little* 
branched stems up to 2ft. high, leaves opposite, sessile, lanceolate 
to linear, glabrous and 

entire, the broader with ^ 

three distinct parallel a a If I \ CVH/Vra 

nerves; flowers (B, x^) \\(l /l/J / 

axillary, the lower bran- V il >1 J 

ches 2-3, the upper axils |\ / v W l.7|^ 

with only one flowei 11 | 
though several crowded v 111 M V 

at the lop and the middle Vul m Vy 

one the oldest and soon 

withering brown, calyx Wm/ 

(A, xli) with 2 lealy u .^y yiAi:!/ 

bracts at the base, 5- fl/ 

lobed, lobes narrow and a 

w idely sepal ate from each 

othci, equal-sized, co»*olla ^ \ ’ //>v 

in. long, tinged with l\\ //V/ 

green outside but the \u \V, fjy ^ 

lobes a beautiful deep \\\ \/l 

blue, mottled with green 

spots inside and down the I v. \ 1 

tube, but not hauy, lobes i\ 

5, ovale, w ith a sharp bent ^ A /f\ ^ ^ 

tip and with a short tri- ijL / X/ 'j j h 

angular lobe between Vf ik i/ i 

each; stamens 5, the an- y < | 

ihcrs (C, / 2) comment I 

in a cone aiound the \( Ly ] 

style and fac mg outwards , | }l/W g wK \ \ | 

ovary (D, > 1) stalked A\ 3 

(shpitate), nanow, 1- A\ \f 

locular, with numeious \y \Al lip 

ov ules on the two pai letal ij U ^ IJ 

placentas (E, x2), cap- 
sule opening by 2 valves, seeds numerous flamily Genfmiaccae), 
This IS one of the few native species which has retained its 
populantv as a garden plant, and it is superior t * many exotic kinds. 
Nevertheless, it should on no account be dug up. It is locally fre- 
quej^t in moist places on heaths, but not found in Scotland or Eire. 
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FIELD GENTIAN 
Gcntiana campestris L. ( x J) 


Erect annual up to about 9 in, high with a slender taproot; leaves 
opposite, gradually increasing in size upwards, sessile, the largest 

about I in. long and 
broadly lanceolate, pro- 
minently 3-nerved from 
the base, minutely pa- 
pillous on the margin; 
flowers axillary and soli- 
tary or on short axillary 
branches; stalks up to 
14 m. long; calyx (A, 
14) leaf-like, 4-Iobed 
to about the middle, the 
two outer lobes ovate- 
lanceolate, much broad- 
er than the two inner 
linear sharp-pointed 
lobes, all minutely pa- 
pillous on the margin; 
corolla (B, xlj) pale 
blue, twjc^ as long as 
the calyx, 4-lobcd, fring- 
ed with long blue hairs 
at the mouth; stamens 
4, alternate with the 
corolla-lobes, and in- 
serted well down the 
tube; anthers facing in- 
wards; ovary (C, x2) nearly as long as the stamens, 1-locuIar, 
with the numerous ovules arranged on two placentas along the 
walls (D, ' v 6) ; stigma deeply 2-iobed ; fruit a capsule with numer- 
ous rounded seeds; flowers in late summer and autumn; in pas- 
tures and on commons mostly in limestone districts (family 
Gentianaccae). 

Nectar is secreted at the bottom of the corolla and can only be 
reached by humble-bees and Lepidoptera because of the dense 
fringe of bristly hairs at the mouth of the corolla. I’his is the most 
common of the nine species of Gentian accredited to the British 
flora, and it is not likely to be mistaken for any except Gcntiana 
amarella L, (fig. 360), which has 5 corolla-lobes, and 5 calyx-lobes 
all narrowly lanceolate, and of equal size. ^ 
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AUTUMN GENTIAN 
Gcntiana ctmarclla L, (x^) 


360 


Erect, simple or branched annual, with stiff erect branches, some- 
times only a few inches high or up to 15 in. and then very slender; 
stems often tinged with 
crimson or purple, glab- 
rous; leaves opposite, 
sessile, lanceolate to nar- 
rowly ovate, rounded 
and clasping the stem at 
the base, apex obtuse to 
somewhat acute, more 
or less 3-nerved from 
the base, entire; flowers 
few to numerous and 
crowded, sometimes so 
numerous as to form 
a leafy panicle; stalks 
variable, but up to J in.; 
long m fuiit; calyx (A, 

' 1 i) divided to the 
middle into 5 equal 
acute nariow lobes; co- 
rolla (B, >< 4) pale purp- 
lish-blue, 2-2 j times as 
long ai> the calyx; lobes 
5, with a dense fringe of 
erect stiflT haiis within 
the mouth; stamens 5, 
alternate with the corol- 
la-lobes; ovary 1-lociilai, 
with 2 rows of ovules on 
the walls; stigmas nearly sessile, bioad, remaining on the capsule 
(C, like a little tongue, the capsule about t in. Jong and split- 
ting down the middle; seeds numerous, lounded, brown and very 
minutely pitted (family Gentianaceae). 

This species is moie common in some localities (dry hilly pas- 
tures, cliffs, and dunes), but not so widely distributed as Gentiana 
campestris L. (fig. 359). In O', amarclki theie arc 5 calyx-lobes, all 
narrow and equal in size and shape. In G. campestris, however, 
there is a reduction to 4 calyx-lobes, and these .are unequal in size 
and shape, two*of them being broadly ovate and overlapping, the 
othar two much narrower ones. 
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361 CENTAURY 

Centaurium minus G^rs. ( X i) 

Erect annual, varying much in size according to situation from an 
inch up to a foot high, usually much-branched from the base; 

stems and branches 
narrowly ribbed, glab- 
rous; leaves opposite, 
often forming also a 
basal rosette, these 
spoon - shaped - oblan- 
ceolate and prominently 
3-nerved from the base ; 
stem leaves sessile, 
lanceolate to almost 
linear, with 3-paraIlcl 
nerves; flowers num- 
erous in a rather dense 
repeatedly forked cyme, 
the middle flower of 
each branch nearly ses- 
sile; bracts paired be- 
low each lateral flower; 
calyx (A,*x2) deeply 5- 
lobed, the lobes very 
narrow and keeled , 
corolla pink, lube cylin- 
dric, narrow, conti act- 
ed at the lop and then 
spieading into a 5-lobed 
limb (B, y 5); lobes twisted in bud (C, 1 ?); stamens (D, y 5) 5, 

tlte anthers large and exserted from the tube, with a short slendei 
2-lobed style as high as the anthers, and with two placentas (J% 
X 5) projecting into the middle; ovules numerous on the two 
placentas; capsule (G, >2) splitting along the placentas, with 
numerous seeds; grows in dry pastures, sandy banks, and by road- 
sides, flowering all the summer (family Gcntianaceae). - Synonym 
C. wnbellatum Gilib. 

A striking feature is the spiral twisting of the anthers after open- 
ing. The stigma is mature when the flower opens, and the anthers 
discharge their pollen in succession, at which time the style is bent 
away to one side, whilst the stamens bend to the Qther side, when 
cross-pollination may take place. Later the stigma and anthers 
become erect and self-pollination is possible. 
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BUCKBEAN 
Menyanthes trifoHata L. ( x f) 




Herb growing in water, with a creeping rootstock and dense mat 
of roots; stem rather thick, creeping or floating, covered by the 
large sheathing bases of 
the leaves, the latter 
alternate, divided into 
3 separate obovatc leaf- 
lets rounded at the 
apex and with a few 
ascending looped lateral 
nerves; sheathing base 
up to about 2 in. long, 
membranous ; flowers 
several in a raceme on 
a long stalk arising 
from below the tuft of 
leaves, each flow'er with 
a bract at the base 
shorter than its own 
stalk, the latter up to 
about 1 in. long: calyx 
deeply S-lobcd, lobes 
oblong, rounded at the 
apex; corolla (A, \ H) 
broadly tubular, 5- 
lobcd, lobes not over- 
lapping m bud (valvate), 
densely clothed on the inside with numerous white hairs; stamens 
(B, x2i) 5, alternate with tbecorc!^a-lobcs; ovary (C, x2i) with 
only 1 loculus and ovules arranged on the walls; fruit (D, E, X li) 
a capsule bursting into 2 parts; seeds (F, x2i) few, rounded^ 
slightly compressed, light brown and shining J in. diam. (family 
Men} ’an thaccae ) . 

This plant is usually classified with the Gentians 
but there are good reasons for treating il as a distinct family. In 
the Gentian family the leaves aie always opposite and the corolla- 
lobes overlap and are twasted in bud, whilst in the Buckbean, and 
its related genus Nymphoides (Umnafithcmiifn), the leaves are 
alternate and the corolla-lobes do not overlap or twist in bud, The 
flow'ers of Ihepuckbean arc mostly of two kinds, a long-styled 
and a short-styled form, with a corresponding position for the 
anthers. 



421 



363 


FRINGED WATER-LILY 
Nymphoides peltatum (Gmel.) O. Kuntzc ( x J) 

Aquatic plant with long stems creeping and rooting at the bottom 
of the water; leaf-blades floating on the surface, ovate-orbicular, 
deeply cordate at the base and slightly peltate, rather thick, un- 
dulate on the margin, pustulate when dry; leaf-stalks sheathing 
and stem-clasping at the base; flowers forming an umbel-like 
cluster with smaller leaves; pedicels up to 3 in. long; calyx deeply 
5-lobed, lobes green, \ in, long corolla (A, xi) yellow, cam- 
panulate, with 5 spreading lobes with a narrow triangular middle 
portion and denticulate margins; stamens (B, x3) 5, alternate 
with the lobes and inserted towards the base of the tube; anthers 
(B, x3) exserted; ovary ovoid (C, x21) with a style half as long; 



ovules (D, /A) on parietal placentas; fruit (H, x 1) bursting irre- 
gularly when ripe, ovoid ; seeds (F, < 4) rounded, fringed with soft 
hairs! family Mcnyanthaceae).- Synonyms Linmanthcnmmpciiatiitn 
Gmelin. L, nymphaeoidcs Link. Villarsia nyrnphcwoides Vent. 

Widely distributed from Europe to China and .Tapan, in rivers 
and ponds, flowering in July and August. The flower buds arc 
submerged, raising themselves above the surface when ready to 
open; later the pedicel bends again and the fruit develops and 
ripens under water. The flowers are of two forms, some with a 
longer style, others with a shorter style, and there ig a coi respond- 
ing difference m the length of the anthers, as in the Primrose; 
nectar is secreted at the base of the filaments. 
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WOOD or YELLOW PIMPERNEL 3M 
Lysimachia nemorum L. ( x i) 

Perennial with procumbent stems rooting at the lower nodes; 
leaves opposite, stalked, ovate, entire, up to 1 J in. long and nearly 
as much broad, 3-nerved fiom the base; no stipules; flowers soli- 
tary in the upper leaf-axils, on long slender stalks; sepals (A, x2) 
5, linear-lanceolate, acute; corolla (B, y U) yellow, with a short 
tube and 5 spreading lobes twisted (contorted) in bud; stamens 
(C, <3) 5, inserted towards the base and opposite to the lobes; 



anthers linear, attached near the ba.>e, opening by slits lengthwise; 
ovary (D, G, x3j above the calyx, rounded, 1-locular, with 
numerous ovules on a central basal placenta (E, ^4); fruit (F, 
^ 14) a capsule shorter than the sepals, and curling around on its 
stalic when ripe; seeds few on a fleshy placenta (family Primu* 
laceae). 

Grows in woods and shady places, sometimes forming a loose 
carpet amongst grasses, etc., flowering most of tlie summer, and 
in the south during late spring. 

In the egg-yellow flowers of this species the diverging stamens 
are of equal length, and remote from the stigma, which is situated 
at a somewhat lower level, preventing self-pollination for some 
tin^. 
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m YELLOW LOOSESTRIFE 

Lysimachia vuigaris L. ( x f ) 

Perentiiai with erect stems up to about 3 ft. high, growing on 
shady banks near water; leaves in w'horls, the lower 4 or 3 in a 

w^horl, the upper mostly 
in pairs, broadly to nar- 
rowly lanceolate, very 
shortly stalked at the 
base, gradually tapered 
lo the apex, slightly 
pubescent below, with 
entire or undulate min- 
utely jagged margins; 
flowers (B, x }) in leafy 
terminal panicics; stalks 
slender, pubescent, with 
small narrow bracts at 
their base; sepals 5, 
bioadly lanceolate, 
fnngcd With very short 
hairs; corolla yellow 
with a short broad tube, 
5-jobcd, ftie Jobes (A, 
\ 2) twisted (contorted) 
in bud, densely covered 
above by short glandu- 
.lar hairs; stamens ((', 
'2]) 5, opposite the 
corolla-lobes, with rudi- 
ments orfilamenis between; anthers large, filaments covered with 
short gland-tipped hairs; ovuiy (f), ^ 2i) globose, 1-locular, with 
numerous ovules arranged on the central basal placenta (E, x7); 
fruit a capsule (family PrinmJaccac). There aic no nectaries in the 
flowers, but the abundant pollen in the very large anthers is col- 
lected by certain bees which carry it in balls on their hind legs. 

The, family Primulaceae is quite well l eprescntcd in Britain with 
nine genera, Lysimachia having four species. The commonest is 
the one here described, another familiar one being the Creeping 
Jenny, L. mmniuhtria L., which ciecps on the ground, rooting at 
the nodes. The other two species, L, ihrysiflora L., with axillary 
spike-like racemes, and L. nemorum L. resembling the Creeping 
Jenny, but with long slender flower-stalks, are much less common. 
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CREEPING JENNY, MONEYWORT 

Lysimachta numnitdaria L ( x }) 


Perennial; stems prostrate, rooting at the lower nodes, with a 
broad groove alternately above and at the side between, leaves 
opposite, all spreading in the same plane, shortly stalked, very 
broadly ovate-rounded, not toothed (entire), with about 5 pairs of 
rather faint nei ves, bught green, not hairy (glabrous), no stipules; 
flowers (A (bud), B, x 3) axillary, or rarely 2 in one of the Icaf- 
axils, stalks erect, up to 1^^ in long, smooth, sepals broadly ovate- 
triangular, eared (aunculate) at the base, pale green , corolla of 



^ nearly separate petals i ch butlcrciip-vellow, about 1 in diam 
when fully expanded the lobes twisted fcontoiled) in bud (A, 

4), stamens (C, 2) opposite to the coiolla-lobes stalks (fila- 

ments) shortly united at the base, dcnsel> covered with short blunt 
hairs, anthers rounded to a shoit tii (mucroiiate) (I), \ 1); ovary 
(I , X 2) free within the stamens, l-loculai (f , >4) with numerous 
ovules around the central a\is, the latter reaching to the top of the 
chamber, fiuit a capsule opening by ^ valves seeds attached in 
the middle (G, floral diagiam) (family Pnmulu^eae), 

Beginneis may not s^c much in common between this plant and 
the common Primrose, though they both belong to the same 
larnily, Pnmulaccae 1 he best spotting feature ol this family is 
that the stamens arc inscited on and opposite to the more or less 
united petals 

This IS a charming little plant and well worth a place in the rock 
garden or a hanging basket It is scatteied throughout Britain but 
becomes rarer in the north 
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367 DOTTEt> LOOSESTRIFE 

Lyisimachia punctata L, ( x 

Perennial, stems \\-2 ft., closely ribbed, softly pubescent; leaves 
mostly arranged in whorls of 4, shortly stalked, ovate-elliptic to 
ovate-lanceolate, more or less wedge-shaped at the base, tip hard 
and callus-like, the largest about 2 in. long and 1 in. broad, not 
toothed, very minutely hairy above, more obviously so below; 
main lateral nerves about 6 on each side of the midrib; no stipules; 
flowers 2 or 3 in each leaf axil (appearing to be whorled) from near 
the base of the stem to the top; stalks about | in. long, softly 
hairy ; calyK (A, x 2}) of 5 narrow green sepals, with mostly gland- 
tipped hairs; corolla (B, x 1) bright yellow with pale dull crimson 
centre, composed of 5 spreading petals united at the base and 
closely dotted with glands on the upper surface; stamens (C, x 3) 
5, united in a tube arising from the base of the corolla and falling 
away with it; anthers opposite to the corolla-lobes, arrow-shaped 
at the base; ovary (D, xlkl l-iocular, with numerous ovules 
arranged around a central column (F, x6); style undivided; 
(synonyms L. quadri folia Mill ; L. verticillata Spreng.) (family 
Primulaceac). 

Not a native, but naturalized and often found near dwellings, 
though occasionally growing, apparently quite naturally, in woods 
nearby. The species is distributed in a wild stale ffom Austria to 
the Caucasus. 

Besides the three native species of Lysimachia shown in figs. 
364-366, there is one other native species L, ih vsi flora L. (some- 
times put in a separate genus Naumburgia) with flowers in axillary 
racemes and the lobes of the corolla nariow and short; and there 
are two other species which are naturalized besides the above L. 
putKtata\ these are L. nUata L., sometimes found near buildings 
in northern England and Scotland, a native of North America; 
in this species the corolla-lobes are not ciliate on the margins, but 
they are densely glandular tow^ards the base, and the filaments 
arc free, alternating with small staminodes ; the other introduced 
species is L. terresuh (L.) Britton, naturalized on the shores of 
Lake Windermere, a plant bearing numerous elongated bulbils 
in the axils of the naiTowIy lanceolate leaves and which rarely 
flowers. 
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368 


WATER VIOLET 
Hottonia palustris L. (x^) 


Aquatic perennial herb with a long trailing rhizome, the oldest 
part of this generally embedded in mud, with vertical aerial 
branches which may become detached by dying off of the older 
parts; leaves in a basal rosette, pinnate into many narrow lobes» 
above the leaves and at the base of the inflorescence a whorl of 
branches (A, x i) ; after fruits arc formed these separate from the 
parent plant, rest through the wikter, and form the starting points 
for new plants the next spring when they may be found floating 
and often still without roots which develop later; flowers numer- 
ous in whorls on an upright axis and with linear bracts, the stalks 
decurved in fruit; calyx-lobes 5, narrow: corolla (B, x 1) lilac with 
a yellow ‘eye’, 5-lobed; stamens 5, opposite the lobes and inserted 
in the tube; anthers (E, x5) at the mouth m the long-styled form 
(B, xl), well exserted in the short-styled form (C, xl); ovary 
si;^rior, I -locular, with a terminal undivided style (D, x4) vary- 
ing in length according to the position of the anthers (E, x5); 
ovules numerous on a basal placenta (E, x5) with a barren lip; 
fruit (F, X 1) a capsule opening by 5 vertical slits; seeds angular 
(family Primulaceae). 

Flowers in early siimmci In ponds and marshe.*^ but very rare 
in Scotland ; distributed in central and northern Europe. 

The whorl of branches at the base of the infiorescence is a very 
striking feature, and it is mostly well developed before the flowers 
open. Throughout the life of the latter, this whorl helps to main- 
tain the vertical position of the inflorescence above the water. 
After fruits are formed these branches separate from the parent 
plant, rest through the winter, and then form the starting points 
for new plants in the spring, when they may be found floating 
about, often without roots, which develop later on. The seeds sink 
to the bottom within a week. 

As may be seen from the drawings the flowers arc of two kinds, 
some with a long style and the anthers almost hidden at the mouth 
of the corolla tube, others with a short style and well-cxserted 
anthers. Thus pollen from the exserted anthers is transferred by 
insects to the stigma of the long-style, whilst pollen from the an- 
thers hidden at the mouth of the tube pollinates the stigma of the 
short style, as in Primula. Nectar is secreted at the base of the 
ovary and stored up in the corolla-tube. 
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TRIENTALE 
Trientalis europaea L. ( X^) 


369 


Perennial herb with slightl> creeping rootstock; stem single, up to 
6 in. high, bearing at the top a bunch of about half a dozen leaves, 

these broadly ob- 
lanceolale, averag- 
ing about 2 in. 
long, entire and 
with prominent 
looped ncrv^es, of- 
ten 2 or 3 smaller 
leaves on the stem 
below the larger 
leaves ; flowers one 
oi more (up to 
about 4) from the 
axils of the upper 
leaves, each with a 
slender stalk nearly 
as long as the 
leaves; no bracts; 
sep^s (A, y2) 7- 
6, narrow; corolla 
6-7 lobed, 4 in. 
diam..whiteorpaIe 
pink with a yellpw ring; stamens as many as coioJIa-lobes and 
opposite to Ihemj filaments slender; anthers short and recurved; 
ovary superior, 1 -locular, with numerous ovules on a ftee central 
placenta; fruit a capsule (B, x2) opening by 5 recurved valves; 
seeds flattened, attached in the middle (pcllale), with a greyish- 
white coat (family Prinmlaccac) 

Grows in woods, often amongst pines and birches, from York- 
shire northwards, flowering in June and July, circumpolar in 
distribution. 

Nectar is .secreted by a thick fleshy ring around the ovary. The 
stigma is receptive as soon as the flower opens, the anthers being 
still closed. The stigma soon projects beyond the anthers, when 
cross-pollination is very probable. On withering the flower closes, 
pressing the stamens against the style so that self-pollination may 
be brought about. 
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MEALY OR BJRD^S-EYfi PRIMROSE 370 
Primula farinosa L. ( x i) 


Perennial herb with short tufted rootstock and rather long pale 
roots; leaves in a rosette, very variable in size according to situa- 


tion. spathuJate-oblancco- 
late, rounded at the lop, 
up to 3 in. long and J in. 
broad, finely dentate in 
the upper part, green 
above, densely covered 
below with a whitish or 
grcenish-whitc meal; la- 
teral nerves numerous but 
obscure, forked ; common 
liower-stalk (pedunclej up 
lo 1 ft. high, mealy to- 
wards the top, bearing an 
umbel of about a dozen or 
so lovely pale lilac flowers 
with a yellow ‘eye\ bracts 
subulalc-lanceolale, \ in. 
long; stalks (pedicels) 
slender, \ in. long, calyK 
(A, >3) 5-lobed nearly to 
the middle, mealy, lobes 
narrowly lanceolate, co- 
rolla with 5 deeply notch- 
ed spreading lobes; an- 
thers either inserted near 
the middle of the lube with 
the stigma at its mouth 
(B, > 3), or just below its 
moutli with the stigma 
leaching only half way up 
the tube (C, x3); cap- 
sule a little longer than ihe 
calyx (family Primula- 
ceae). 



Mountains of northern England and Scotland; a species with a 


wide circumpolar distribution and in all the great mountain ranges 


of Europe and Asia. 
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371 PRIMROSE 

Primula vulgaris Huds. (flower and leaf, xf) 


Perennial with a rosette of bright green leaves, these oblong- 
oblanceolate, with wavy and finely toothed margins, and wrinkled 
(bullate) reticulate upper surface, very coarsely reticulate below 
and with softly hairy nerves and veins (A, x H); flowers sweet- 
scented, the stalks arising from the root, often as long as or longer 
than the leaves, softly hairy; calyx tubular, 5-ribbed and narrowly 
5-lobed, softly hairy outside; iforolla cream-ycJlow, tubular, the 
tube a little longer than the calyx, 5-lobed, the lobes (B, xf) 



twisted (contorted) in bud, deeply notched and wiili wavy mar- 
gins, suffused at the base with orange; stamens inserted either 
about the middle of the corolla-tube or within its throat, opposite 
the corolla-lobes ; anthers facing inwards ; ovary (C, x rounded, 
with a slender style either reaching only to ilic middle of the 
corolla or to its mouth; ovules numerous, arranged around the 
central axis (D, x2) of the 1-locuiar ovary; fruit a capsule open- 
ing at the top by 5 teeth (family Primu/aceae). 

The flowers are of great biological interest and vertical sections 
of the two forms are shown. Figure E ( x 1 j ) sb6ws the long-styled 
or pin-eyed form, with the stigma filling the throat of the corolla 
and the anthers attached in the middle of the tube. Figure F 
( X H) shows the short-styled or thrum-eyed form, with the posi- 
tion of these organs reversed. 
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COWSLIP 

Primula veris L. ( x |) 


m 


Perennial with a dense tuft of numerous slender roots; leaves all 
basal (radical) mostly ascending, oblong-oblanceolate to oblong- 
elliptic and often very 
abruptly narrowed into 
and decurrent on the 
stalks, finely toothed, 
very minutely pub- 
escent; common flower 
stalks several from 
amongst the leaves and 
overtopping them con- 
siderably, very shortly 
and softly hairy, bear- 
ing at the top an umbel 
ofseveral stalked, scent- 
ed tlowers, with a whorl 
of narrow bracts at the 
base of the stalks; calyx 
about } m. long, shortly 
5-lobcd, softly hairy; 
corolla cream->cllow 
usually With an oiangc 
patch at the base of each 
lobe, the tube e\pandc<l 
about the middle in the 
iong-styled form (A, 

X Ij) and towards the (op in the short-styled fonn (B, XI4); 
lobes 5, notched, stamens inserto^^ eitiier in the middle or to- 
vvards the top of the tube; ovaiy superior, I -locular (C, x 6), with 
d stvlc reaching to the middle of the coioUa-tubc or nearly to the 
(op (short- and long-styled forms icspectivel> »; fruit (D, xj) a 
bell-shaped 5-lobed capsule about 5 in. Jong, enclosed by the per- 
sistent calyx (family PnmnlaceaK ). 

The notes about the two forms of flowers in the Primrose (fig. 
371) apply equally well to those of the Cowslip, and hybrids be- 
tween them occui which have been and arc easily mistaken for 
another species, tHe real Oxslip, P clatior Schreb., which, how- 
ever IS much more rare and is found only in Hast Anglia. Nectar 
IS secreted around the base of the o\ary, and corolla-tube is 
sometimes perfdrated by humble-bees. 

Q (0 
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SOWBREAD 

Cyclamen hederifolium Ait. ( Xi) 


Rootstock a tuber up to 3 in. diam.; leaves appearing after the 
flowers, on long stalks, ovate-cordate, more or Jess angular and 



toothed, dark- 
green with a 
whitish mottled 
border above, 
often purplish or 
violet below; 
flowers white 
or pink, on long 
radical pedicels 
which become 
spirally coiled 
in the fruiting 
stage; calyx- 
lobes (A, x2) 
ovate - lanceo- 
late, acute; co- 
lolla-lobcs 5, 
sharply reflexed 
on the short 
tub?; stamens 5, 
inserted at the 
base of the co- 
rolla-tube; an- 
thers included in 
the tube, point- 
ed; ovary (B, C, 
. 3J) globose, 
1 -locular, with 
many ovules on 
a free basal pla- 


centa; s1>le short, stigma undivided, capsule globular, 5-valved, 


many-seeded, valves reflexed ; seeds angular, peltate: embryo with 


only one cotyledon (family Ptimulaceac). - Synonym Cyclamen 


curopeimi L. 

Floweis in September, local and rare but doubtfully native 
from the midlands southwards; extends to the eastern Mediter- 


ranean. 


434 



SEA MILKWORT 374 

Glaux mantima L. (x^) 

Small perennial with short decumbent branches often slightly 
fleshy, up to about 6 jn. high; loolstock creeping, rooting at the 
nodes, which bear the remains 
of old leaves; lower leaves op- 
posite, the upper alternate, 
ovate to oblong or even nearly 
linear, entire, glabrous; flow- 
ers (A, x3) axillary, neaily 
sessile, forming a leafy spike- 
like raceme, ihe upper leaxcs 
only slightly i educed in si/c; 
sepals 5, pale pink and re- 
sembling petals (which are 
absent), nanowiy obovate 
and shortly urn led at the 
base; stamens (B, > 3) 5, 
alternating w^ith the sepals 
and about as long, with 
short broadly ovoid anthers; 
ovary (C, y5) free fiom the 
calyx (supeiior), rounded 
and glabrous, 1 -locular, with 
the several ovules arranged 
on a free basal placenta with 
no dividing w'alls (D, \7); 
fruit a globose capMilc open- 
ing by valves; seeds attached 
in the middle (peltate) (family 
PnniulaceciL'). 

At first one would scareeb' 
think this could be associated 
with the Primula family, it bears little resemblance to either the 
Primrose or Cowslip. In most other families the stamens, w'hen 
equal m number to the calyx-lobes, are placed opposite to them, 
and are therefore alternate with the petals. In other Primitlaccw, 
how/cver, they are opposite the petals, and in this genus without 
petals they stand in then* place. 

The pink flowers, with their coloured calyx, rathei resemble 
those of some^pecies of Polygonum, but then the absence of 
stipules at once distinguishes the plant fiom the latter, in which 
theyiare sheathing and very prominent (see figs. 385^391). 
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375 SCARLl^T PIMPERNEL, POOR-MAN’S 
WEATHER-GLASS 
AnagalUs arvensis L. ( x ?) 

A smaJJ often much-branched procumbent annual, with branches 
from an inch or two up to a foot long, acutely angled or narrowly 
winged; leaves opposite, sessile, ovate, rounded at the base, tri- 
angular at the apex, 3-nerved from the base, minutely roughened 
on the margin; flowers (A, v 1|), usually red, axillary, solitary, 
with stalks longer than the leavifcs, the stalks recurving in fruit; 
calyx (B, x2J) deeply 5-Iobed nearly to the base, lobes lanceolate. 



very acute, with a kecl-Iikc midnb and thin whitish margins; 
corolla (C, x2t) with a very short tube, 5-lobcd, lobes rounded 
and very minutely fringed with glands; stamens 5, opposite the 
corolla-lobes and inserted on the tube; stalks (tilamenls) fringed 
with several-celled hairs (D, \IOi; ovary (L, >2^) globose, I- 
locular with several ovules arianged on a free central placenta 
which does not reach the top of the loculus (F, x3J); fruit (G. 
X H) a dry capsule splitting transversely around the middle, the 
upper part with the persistent style resembling a Chinaman’s cap ; 
seeds (H, x 6) several, triangular, and with narrowly winged mar- 
gins (family Primulaccae), * 
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BOG PIMPERNEL 
AnagaUis tenella (L.) Murr. ( xi) 


m 


A tiny creeping perennial growing in bogs and wet places chiefly 
beside brooks; stems rooting at the nodes; leaves opposite, shortly 
stalked, ovato-orb»cular, entire, minutely speckled with brown 
(showing more when dried), glabrous; no stipules; flowers axil* 
lary, often together in the leaf-pairs, on slender stalks up to 1 in. 
long; sepals (A, x2^) 5, very nariowly lanceolate, acute; corolla 
5-lobed, pale pink, tube short, the lobes twisted in bud; stamens 
(B, x4) 5, erect in the middle of the flower and held togelber by 
the very hairy filaments (C, a 12); hairs on these jointed; ovaiy 



above the calyx, 1-Jocular, with several ovules on a free centra! 
placenta, which does not reach the top of the loculus (D, x 12); 
style slender, undivided; fruit (0, a capsule opening by a 
transverse slit (family Primitlaceoe). 

Found mainly in the western counties of Britain and in Eire, 
floweiing during summer The hairs on the filaments of the sta- 
mens made a pretty microscopical object, with the cells forming 
a little chain. The interlacing of these peculiar hairs loosely holds 
together the stamens. 

If these drawings of plants belonging to the Primula family, 
Primulaceae^ be examined, it will be noticed that in the cross- 
section of the ovai*y (fig. E) no lines arc shown dividing it up into 
separate compartments, or loculi, as botanists now call them. This 
is a good spotting feature for the family, the ovary being l-locular, 
with the ovules arranged on what is called a free basal placenta 
(fig. D), whiclf does not extend to the top of the ovary as in the 
related Pink family, Caryophyllaceae (compare figs. 317-352). 
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377 CHAFFWEED, BASTARD PIMPERNEL 
Centunculus minimus L, ( xi) 


A tiny annual with several branches from the base; branches 
flattened and slightly winged, glabrous; leaves alternate, rounded- 
obovate, i-i in. long, entire, glabrous, faintly nerved, very slightly 
stalked; flowers axillary, solitary, sessile; sepals 4, linear, acute; 
corolla (A, x5) pink, composed of united petals; tube short and 
globose, lobes 4, ovate-lanceolate, acute; stamens (B, x5) 4, 
opposite the corolla-lobes, inserted at the mouth of the tube; 
filaments short, anthers 2-loculai, rounded; ovary (C, x3) su- 
perior, 1 -locular, globose, with many ovules on a free basal 
placenta CD, x9); style undivided; fruit a capsule (E, F, x4) 



opening by a circular transverse slu, the hd falling off with the 
withered corolla encircling the style; seeds attached in the middle 
(peltate) (family Primulaceae), 

In moist, sandy, or gravelly places, flowering in summer; distri- 
buted in various parts of the world. 

A beginner in the study of classification might wonder why a 
liny plant like this should be referred to the same family as the 
Primrose. This is because the petals are united into a tube wMlh 
the stamens inserted opposite the lobes, and the ovules are at- 
tached to a free central placenta, characters shared by the Prim- 
rose and other members of the family. * 
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BROOKWEED 
Samolus mlerandi L. ( X i) 


378 


Perennjal often flowering in the seedling stage; basal leaves (A, x 1) 
with longish and broad flat stalks, obovate-oblanceolatc, slightly 
fleshy, glabrous, with 
about 3‘-4 pairs of ob- 
scure looped lateral 
nerves; stem-leaves be- 
coming less stalked and 
finally sessile, at the base 
of the inflorescence ear- 
ned up on the stalk and 
bccomingaleafybracteole 
(see notes below); flowers 
(B, xli) in terminal 
racemes and terminating 
the upper bra nches , stal ks 
bearing a leafy bractcole 
near the top; calyx 5- 
lobed, gland-dotted, 
shortly joined to the lower 
part of the ovary : corol la 
(C, x2) while, of 5 

partly united petals; sta- 
mens 5, in the corolla - 
tube and opposite the 
lobes, with small, white 
subulate staminodes be- 
tween the lobes; ovary 
(D, >x 1 i) half-inferior, 
flat on top. With a short slender style, ovules numerous on a 
basal placenta, which is not carried to the top of the ovary (E, 
x3); fruit girt by the persistent calyx-lobes, opening by 5 valves 
(F, cross-section of ovaiy, 6) (family Pi imuktcvac). 

This IS an exceptional genus in the Pnmidaceae because the 
ovary is partly united with the calyx, causing the former to be 
semi-inferior. In appearance the plant is rather like some species 
of Myosotis in Bora^maccac. As the leaves become bracts they are 
carried up some distance on the flower-bearing branchlcts. 

The corolla- tube is extremely short, and there is no nectar 
secretion. Insects visits are very rare. As the anthers arc at the 
same level in \he corolla-tube as the stigma, and matfrre at the 
sEgpe time, automatic self-pollination takes place, and is effective* 
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379 SEA LAVENDER 

Limonium vulgare Mill. ( x 

Perennial with short thick rootstock; old leaf-bases persistent and 
brown; leaves basal, oblanceolate to narrowly obovate, narrowed 

at the base into a long 
stalk, almost nerveless 
except for the thick mid- 
rib below, glabrous but 
minutely pustulate on 
both surfaces, dull green; 
flowers (A, >;2) numer- 
ous and small, in re- 
peatedly forked cymes 
on a stalk up to a foot or 
sometimes more high; 
biacts small and brown, 
half encircling the stem; 
calyx (A, x2) tubular, 
shortly 5-lobed, blue and 
with crimson ribs, be- 
coming the conspicuous 
part of the flower after 
withci mg of the 5 blue 
petals (B, x2); stamens 
5, opposite the petals; 
ovary (C, x2) ellipsoid, 
1 -locular, with one pen- 
dulous ovule hanging 
from a basal stalk (D, 2); styles 5, quite free from one another, 

glabrous (synonym Staike limonumi L,) (family Plumhaginaceac), 
Widely distributed in maritime sands and salt marshes, often in 
great quantity, in various temperate regions of the world. 

A very interesting feature is that when the corolla withers the 
calyx takes on the function of attracting insects. Nectar is con- 
cealed and stored in the base of the corolla. The anthers mature 
first and after they ha ve w'lihered the styles elongate so that the now 
receptive stigmas project from the entrance to the flower. Cross- 
pollination then takes place, though self-pollination is possible. 

Sea Lavender is one of the most decorative of our sea-side 
flowers, for it retains its form and colour for many months after 
gathering. The leaves are very bright green sometimes as much 
as a fooi#long, strongly nerved and with the shitrp point bent 
backwards. 
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SEA THRIFT 
Arnicria maritima Willd* ( x^) 
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A tufted perennial, rootstock branched, covered by the remains 
of the old leaf-bases; leaves numerous, grass-Iike, and forming a 
dense rosette, narrowly 
linear, entire, obtuse at 
the apex, minutely 
hairy; flowering stems 
single from each ro- 
sette, leafless, covered 
with short soft hairs, 
up to about 9 jn. high, 
bearing at the top a 
globose head of usually 
pink or sometimes 
white flowers (A, x H) ; 
outer bracts longer 
than the others and 
elongated at the base 
and forming a rc flexed 
sheath around the lop 
of the peduncle: inner 
bracts broader and be- 
coming membranous, 
those below the flowers 
very thin and trans- 
parent; calyx (B, x2) 
tubular, of 5 lobes, 
lobes veiy narrow but 
united into a mem- 
bianous tube with the short shaip cal>\ teeth at the top, lower 
part green and pubescent; petals (C, x2) narrowly obovate, with 
narrow claws, free to the base; stamens 5, opposite to and inserted 
at the base of the petals; filaments slender, pale, anthers facing 
inwards, lemon yellow'; ovary (D, > 6) laterally 5-lobed, but with 
only one loculus and a single pendulous ovule; styles 5, free, with 
spreading rod-like hairs at the base (family Plimibaginaceae). 

Very common around our coasts in muddy and sandy places 
and on maritime rocks; also high up in some of the Cumberland 
and Scottish mountains. The most striking feature is the basal 
prolongation of the outer bracts of the involucre to form a jagged 
tubular sheathliround the top of the peduncle. 
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381 PLANTAIN 

Plantago lanceolate L., Plantago major L., and Plantago media L. 
(habit drawings much reduced, floral parts, x2) 

There arc three common species of Plantain in Britain, and 
sketches of these are shown in the drawing, the other two being 

confined to maritime 
districts (P. maritimu 
L. and P. coronopwt 
L.). Of these three the 
most common is P. 
Innceolata (A ), with erect 
or spreading lanceolate 
leaves minutely and 
distantly toothed on the 
margin with 3-6 longi- 
tudinal nerves and gra- 
dually narrowed into 
the petiole; the spikes 
arc ovoid or oblong 
and not usually more 
than an inch long, and 
the fruit contains 2 
seeds. In major (B) 
the leaves arc ascending 
and very broadly ovate 
and stalked and lined 
with 5 oi moie nerves 
according to width; the 
spike IS narrow and slender and sometimes elongates up to about 
15 in,; the fruit contains several seeils In P. media (C) the leaves 
form a flat rosette on the ground, are very broad and sessile or 
with a wide very short stalk and usually 5 longitudinal nerves con- 
verging on the apex; the spike is intermediate between the other 
two species described here, at most about 2 in. long but narrower 
than in P. lanceolate. P. media is found mainly m limestone dis- 
stnets, but the other two are very abundant in almost any kind of 
soil. A lanccolara, especially, is a very common pasture plant 
(family Plantaguiaccoc). 

The flowers of Plantains are wind-pollinated, the stamens hav- 
ing long slender flexible filaments, and the styles feathery stigmas. 
Insects visit the flowers for the sake of their pollen. 
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SEA PLANTAIN** 

Plant a^o maritima L, ( x i) 


382 


Perennial with a woody rootstock and woolly hairs amongst the 
leaves at the base; leaves up to 1 ft. long, linear and flat, 3-nerved, 


or shorter and 
almost needle- 
like and re- 
sembling those 
of Sea Thrift 
(Armcria)^ gla- 
brous and en- 
tire; flowers 
in dense slen- 
der spikes 
overtopping 
the leaves, the 
common stalk 
(peduncle) 
slightly hairy; 
sepals (A, x4) 
4, ovate; co- 
rolla (B, x4) 
shoit, 4-lobed, 
dry and mem- 
branous, lobes 
spreading; sta- 
mens (C, x3) 
4, alternate 
With the lobes 
of the corolla 
and scaicely 
exserted ; an- 
thers (D, v8) 
with a pro- 
duced tip: o- 
vary 2-locuIar, 
with 2 ovules; 
capsule (E, 



X 3) opening by a circular transverse slit; with 2 seeds (family 


Plan tagmaceae ) . 

Found mair^ly near the sea on muddy shores and m salt 
marshes, but widely distributed in various paits of the world, 
soittctimes on mountains inland. 
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383 BU<?ksI10RN PLANTAIN 

Plmtago coronopus L. ( x|) 

Pferennial with short thick upright rootstock; leaves spreading 
in a rosette, numerous, pilose, spoon-shaped or oblanceolatc in 

outline, deeply and pm- 
nately divided into nar- 
row acute lobes ; common 
stalks of spikes densely 
villous when young, and 
the spike bristly with 
sharp - pointed bracts ; 
spikes on slender stalks 
longer than the leaves} 
peduncles closely hairy; 
bracts (A, x3) obovate, 
sharply and rather long- 
acuminalc, shortly hairy 
on the margin; sepals 
(B, 3) 4, with a broad 

darker midrib and thin 
hairy margins; corolla 
(C, x3) pottle-shaped, 

4-Iobccl, thin and mem- 
branous; stamens 
(D, 4, long-exscrted 

from the corolla: ovary 
t-b, X 4) bottle-shaped, 
with a long hairy style, 
4-locular, each with 1 
ovule; fruit (F, >'2i) splitting by a ciicuiur transverse slit; seeds 
(G, x4) surrounded by a narrow white margin (family Planta- 
gimccae). 

This IS also a maritime species glowing in dry, stony, or sandy 
places, flowering in summer and autumn. 

The mode of opening of the fruits in older to set free the seeds 
is an interesting departure from the usual type found in flowering 
plants, and it is common also in the Primula family, to which the 
Plantago family is now considered to be related. This is by a trans- 
verse slit, a type described in botanical language as circumscissile» 
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SHOREWEED 

Littorella uniflora (L.) Aschcrson ( x 
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Perennial with a bunch of rather numerous stout roots; leaves 

all radical, narrowly linear, bright green, entire, up to 3i in. 

long; flowers of 

one sex, the [ 

males (A, x3) j 

on slender stalks ^ K 

up to 4 in. long, \ ff 

the females t 

(C, x3) at tlie A ra W 

base of the male . 1 T 

flower-stalks. vU\\ | JU | 

sessile and hid- | | a 

den amongst the tWfl | ' w 1/7 

bases of the | I f I // / 

leaves; male | i j j/ I 

sepals 4, oblong- | \V | | | // // 

elliptic, with | ^ \ i / 

thin margins; | '\ \ I u // 

corolla with 4 | u ^ 1 ^ / II // 

narrow lobes \ ^' '\ \ \\ I I W // 

just above the j\ \ \\ \ \\ j j jl// 
sepals; stamens p \\\ \\ \\ / |l I A' S A Ai^ 

(B. X li) 4, with U A \ Iv U L iW/ ^ I f f 

to i in. long; i | j f 

anthers large j \ \ll 

and conspicu- j mWw 

ous; female 

flower with 3-4 u \h /ll'/ 

unequal sepals, li 

an urn-shaped J 1 a- V 

corolla, and a ^ ® AU : 

small ovary 

(D, x3) with a thread-like style; fruit a hard nut with one erect 
seed (family Plantaginaceae) (synonym UttorcUa lacustns L.). 

There are two kinds of flowers, those on slender stalks being 
male, the others hidden at the base being female and revealed by 
their long threiul-like styles. Jl grows in mud and wet sand on 
margins of pools, sometimes completely submerged, flowering 
ditfing summer; widely distributed in Europe and in the Arctic. 
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PEACHWORT, RED-SHANKS 
Polygonum persicaria L. ( x 


Annual, erect or spreading, with leggy branches from the base, 
reddish; leaves alternate, lanceolate, half acute, narrowed at the 



base into a shoit petiole 
to which IS adnate the 
thin tubular stipule about 
\ in. long; stipules fringed 
at the top with slender 
bristles; lateral nerves nu- 
merous; flowers (A, x5) 
red or greenish, in often 
paired spike-like racemes 
up to li in. long; flower- 
stalks very short, subtended 
by a small fringed bract 
like a miniature stipule; 
calyx (B, x5) 5-lobed to 
the middle; stamens 5 or 
6; ovary (C, "'5) broadly 
ovoid; styles 2, lecurved; 
fruit (D, ' 4)^slightly flat- 
tened, nearly black, shin- 
ing (family Polygonaceae). 

Common in ditches, by 
roadsides, and on waste 
ground and rubbish-heaps, 
flowering in summer and 
aulLimn. 


The species of Polygofwm mc\[^dcd here (sec also ligs. 386-391) 
show in a striking way the peculiar natine of the stipule, which is a 
characteristic feature of the genus Jt forms a sheath, sometimes 
of considerable size, within the leaf-stalk, and is called an ochreu. 


Usually this is fringed with Jong hairs or bristles. 


There are no petals in the Rowers of the family Polvgonaccae, 
liut the sepals often make up for this deficiency by being coloured. 
It IS closely related to the Pink ft mily, Caryophylluccae. 
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WATERPEPPER 

Polygonum hydropiper L. ( x 1) 


A slender annual, common in wet places, stream, and pond-sides, 
and in damp gullies in woods; stems decumbent and rooting at 
the base, usually reddish 
Of green and tinged with 
red, glabrous; leaves, al- 
ternate, very shortly stalk- 
ed, the base of the stalk 
encirchng the stem and 
prolonged upwards into 
a large sheathing stipule 
(ochrea), which is trun- 
cate at the top and fring- 
ed with slendei bristles; 
blade lanceolate, fringed 
witJi very short hairs, 
otherwise glabrous; flow- 
ers in slender racemes in 
the axils of the leaves and 
at the top of each shoot, 
the short stalks jointed at 
the top; bract (A, 2) 

like the stipule in shape, 
but much shorter, and 
not fringed with bristles; 
sepals (B, >'2i) 3, green 
and pink, pustulate, no 
petals; stamens (C, x2i) 
usually 6, opposite the 
sepals; ovary (O, 2}) 

flattened, with 2-3 short 
styles; fruit (E, >21) 

black, 3-angled, pitted wlicn ripe (family Foiyj^onaceac), 

Polvgonurn hydropipi'i is called ‘ Smart- weed ’ in Canada, and 
IS listed among the ' Pesky plants’ of that country. The juice of* 
the leaves and stems contains an irritant substance that produces 
burning and itching of the skin, especially between the lingers or 
on the back of the hand. When chewed, the leaves taste as hot as 
pepper. 

The species has a wide range over the vhole of Europe and 
most of Asiatfc Russia, and Russian peasants use the fresh plant 
and other species of the genus as a poultice, gargle, etc. 
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«7 FLOATING POLYGONUM 

Polygonum amphtbium L (xj) 

Perennial with slender woody rootstock, stem erect or ascending, 
often in water, leaves stalked, \^ith a large mtrapetiolar sheath 

(ochrea) at the base, lan- 
ceolate, gradually and 
rather broadly pointed, 
rounded at the base, up to 
about 4 or 5 in long, min- 
utely and closely toothed 
on the margin, lateral 
nerves numerous, repeat- 
edly looped towards the 
margin, flowers numerous 
in rather thick spike-hke 
lacemes which aic single 
or paired at the top of the 
stem, calyx (A, xl) pe- 
taloid, pink to purple-red 
5-lobed stamens (B, x5) 
5, anthers broadly ellip- 
soid, attached near the 
middle, ovai^^ (C, \2) 
1 -locular, with 1 basal 
o V ule , style deeply divided, 
with head-Jike stigmas, 
nut flattened (family Poly- 
gonaceae) 

In ditches and ponds, flowenng during summer, when growing 
away from the water, m dried up places, etc , stems creeping at 
the base, and the leaves often haiiy 

Notes on the remarkable stipules accompanying fig 38 S apply 
also to this species Two species of the genus grow in or near the 
water - that described above, and P hydtopipct L , shown in 
pg 386 

The flowers smell like honey, nectar being secreted around the 
base of the ovary by 5 orange-yellow glands The land form (var 
terrestte Leers) possesses short hairs on the stalks secreting a vis- 
cid fluid which affords protection from creeping insects The typi- 
cal form is glabrous, the surrounding water giving access to none 
but flying insects. 
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KNOTWEED, 4CNOTGRASS 3g8 

Polygonum avtcitlare L. ( > i) 

A much-branched very wiry annual, usually prostrate, with stems 
or branches up to 2 ft long when growing amongst crops or long 
grass; leaves very variable in size, from about 4 m to li m, but 
usually the smaller size, oblong-lanceolate to oblanceolatc, nar- 
rowed to the short stalk to which are adnate the laige membran- 





ous white stipules which soon become split and jagged on the mar- 
gins, flowers (A, > 5) bisexual axilluiy, shortly stalked, few to- 
gether, pinkish, sepals (B, ^ 1) connate at the base, o\erlapping 
in bud, stamens 8, fl\e alternating with the sepals, ovary (C, x 6) 
with 3 st> les , fruits sui rounded bv the persistent calyx-lobes which 
have whitish margins, triangular, beaked, very minutely pitted- 
reticulate (family Polygomtccae) 

A troublesome weed which flower*? and fi uits nearly the whole 
season It seenft to thiivc best where most trampled upon and lU- 
tre^ed. 


449 



2»9 BLACK BINDWEED 

PolygoniM convolvulus L. ( X J) 

T"- 

An annual with a twining glabrous ribbed stem; leaves stipulate, 
alternate, stalked, rounded-ovate, very widely sagitlate-heart- 
shaped (cordate) at the base, rather long-pointed, glabrous but 
minutely rugose, especially when dried in a plant-press; nerves 
looped and branched well within the entire margin; stipules en- 
circling the stem, i in. long, nerved longitudinally; flowers (A, 



X 2J) shortly stalked in axillary clusters, obovaic in bud; sepals 
5, glabrous, green with white margins, the outer 3 remaining 
around the fruit and narrowly keeled; no petals; stamens 5, oppo- 
site the sepals; ovary with 3 styles; fruit (B, < 3) enclosed by the 
sepals, triangular, black and shining, the stalk jointed above the 
middle (family Polygonaceae), 

This plant may prove injurious to stock fed on grain amongst 
which the fruits (‘seeds') are very often mixed. Oats which con- 
tain too many of them may, by prolonged use, cause enteritis, with 
sometimes fatal results. 

It grows in waste places and in arable land and gardens. It is 
generally distributed throughout the British Isles and has a wide 
range from Europe to temperate Asia, and is introduced into other 
countries. It is sometimes a frequent and very troublesome plant 
in cornfields, its long stems twining around the stalks of wheat 
and other crops and retarding growth. * 
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SNAKEWEED, BISTORT 
Polygonum bistorta L. ( xf) 
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Perennial; stems up to 3 ft., slender; basal leaves long-stalked, 
stalks winged, crimson towards the base; blade obJong-elliptic, 
right angled at the base, 
rounded to the apex, 
about 4-9 in. long and 
up to about 4 in. broad, 
glaucous and very min- 
utely hai ry-papillous 
below; lateral nerves 
spreading; stem-leaves 
few, the lanceolate- 
cordate blade more or 
less sessile on a long 
(2 in.) tubular sheath 
produced above the 
blade; spike-like ra- 
cemes 2-2 i m. long, 
densely floweicd ; bracts 
(A, x3) membranous, 
stalks as long as the 5 
pink or rarely while 
sepals (B, \ 4) ; stamens 
(C, x5) with white ex- 
serted tilarncnts; ovary 
(D, X 5) ellipsoid, styles 
3 ; nut (E, x 3) 3-angled 
(family Polygonaccae). 

Grows m wet 
meadows and in wood- 
lands, often in bioad 
patches; widely distri- 
buted acioss the north- 
ern hemisphere. 

The bright reddish- white flowers are collected into a dense 
spike-like inflorescence, which is very conspicuous and attracts 
numerous insects. It consists of small cymes made up of two, or 
rarely three, flowers, of which one is long-styled and bisexual, and 
the other male with a short style. In each cymule the bisexual flower 
opens til St, staging from the bottom of the ‘'«pike\ Later on all 
the males open and scatter their pollen on the still receptive 
stigmas of the bisexual flowers near them. 
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VIVIPAROUS POLYGONUM 

Polygomm vmparum h (/i) 


Perennml erect herb up to uearly I ft high with a thick tuberous 
rootstock covered with the fibrous remains ot the old leaf-sheaths; 



basal leaves on long slender stalks^ 
lanceolate to oblong-lanceolate, sub- 
acute at each end, the blade up to 
in long, glabrous, with numerous 
muchr-branched side nerves; stem 
leaves few, narrowing to linear; flow- 
ers (C, ^ 3) in a slender terminal soli- 
tary spike up to 3 in long, pale flesh 
coloured, often the lower ones or all 
converted into little bulbiLs (B, x3) 
with ciimson base and green tip; 
bracts large and persistent, ovate- 
lanceolate, sharply pointed, calyx- 
segments obovale, stamens usually 
8, ovary (D, ^ 6)ivith 3 styles, fruit a 
smooth nut (lamily Polvgonaccac) 
Only m the mountains of northern 
Britain and in Fire, widely spiead in 
mountainous and Arctic regions of 
the iioithern hemisphere 
It grows on ledges of rocks and m 
wet places b> sticams This species is 
jcmarkablc for its tendency to propa- 
gate Itself by bulbils by means of 
which it increases rapidly, while it 
laiely produces peifect seeds These 
little bulbs are coloured green and 
crimson and are produced towards 
the base of the spike m place of the 
Hue flowers They proMdc food lor 
birds and small animals in the polar 
regions The flowers appear in June 


and July 

Polygonum is one of the largest genera of British flowering 
plants, there being as many as 14 native species and 3 or 4 exotic 
species aie sometimes naturalized, especially neai dwellings in 
whose gardens they arc grown. 
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,SHA.RP DOCK 

Rumex conglomeratus Murray (x^) 


Perennial; stems 2-3 ft. high, 5^.ig7ag, libbed; leaves alternate, 
stalked, lanceolate, rounded at the base, broadly pointed at the 
apex, entire or 
vcr>' faintly cren- 

ulate on the mar- ^ « 

gin, with n timer- ^ ^ 

ous looped and 
much - branched 
lateral nerves; 

stipules thin and ^ 

sheathing within 

the leaf - stalk, ® 

soon w'lthcnng, ^ 

and leaving only 
a circular scar 

around the stem; /i 

flowers (A, ■ i) f 

bisexual, arrang- ^ 

edina leafy pyra- ♦£_ 

midal panicle, 

clustered in little 7 

groups along the V0\ 

branches with (' '1 )b 

here and there / -^l 

a leafy bract; ![ J 

stalks jointed /^] y 

between the mid- . 

die and the base, /i * 'y Tli J ^ 

the basal part (''yl\ y M I 

persisting like i'^./ Ij 

little pegs; se- l/A,' \Ia J 

pais 6, not tooth- ^ ^ 

ed, the 3 outer very small, the 3 inner larger and erect around the 
fruit, in the latter state each with a large elliptic swelling (tubercle) 
in the lower half (C, x 3); fruit (B, x 3) a glossy triangular nut 
(family Polygonaceae). 

Tills species may be recognized by the leaves never being arrow- 
shaped at the base, by the entire (not toothed) sepals, which are 
not cordate (h^rl-shaped) at the base, and b> the swelling on the 
back of all three, and not only on one, as in R. sanguineus L. 


w 
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3»3 BROAD-LEAVED DOCK 

Rumex obtusifblius L. ( x^) 

Percntiial; stems 2-3 ft. high, nearly straight, ribfeed; lower leaves 
(A, xi) stalked, rather large, elliptic or elliptic-lanceolate, round- 
ed to acute at the base, gradually and broadly pointed, distinctly 
crenulate on the margin, with numerous looped and branched 
lateral nerves: stipules membianous, sheathing within the petiole 
(intrapetiolar), flowers very numerous in a stiff erect panicle, the 
main axis and branches of which bear narrow lanceolate leaves 



here and there; fiowei-slalks (B, x21) jointed just below the 
middle, the lower part persisting like little pegs; inner sepals 
broadly ovate, coarsely toothed, some of the teeth ending in a tine 
point; in fruit these 3 inner sepals (C, x 2) closely appressed to the 
3-sided shining nut (D, and with an ellipsoid swelling 

(tubercle) in the lower half, also coarsely reticulate (family 
Folygonaceac), 

On roadsides, in ditches, fields, and waste places, and widely 
distributed in many parts of the world ; flowers during summer. ' 

Two species of Dock described in the present book belong to 
different groups, one set of species, to which R. obiusifolius be- 
longs, having the inner sepals toothed on the margin, whilst in the 
other, to which R. conglomenitiis (sec fig. 392) belongs, the sepals 
are not toothed, and all three of them have a swellifag (tubercle) in 
the lower pari. 
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WATER DOCK 394 

kuwex hydrolapathum Huds. ( x-\) 

Erect, semi-aquaJic, perennial herb up to about 5 ft. high; lower 
leaves long-stalked with an elliptic-lanceolate blade 1 i-2 ft. long 
and 6 in. broad, slightly 
croaulate on the margin 
and with numerous looped 
lateral nerves spreading 
from the midrib almost at 
a right angle; stipules 
soon becoming torn and 
jagged but leaving a pro- 
minent transverse rim : 
upper leaves becoming 
bracts and scarcely stalked 
though nai rowed to the 
base; flowers (A, x2) in 
large terminal panicles 
with ascending branches 
each with a leaf-like bract 
at the base; sepals (C, 

:<2) 6, unequal, 3 laiger |)l 
and becoming winged and ^ ^ 
with a very prominent 
tubercle m the middle, ^ 
wings reticulate ( E, x 2 1 ) ; 
stamens (B, x2i) 6, an- 
thers attached at the base , 
ovary (D, x2) 3-sidcd, 
stigmas 3, becoming 
stag’s- horn-like and persistent in iruii: nutlet sharply 3-angled, 
brown (family Polv^onacrac). 

Widely distributed in central and northerr Europe, and in the 
Atlantic Islands, extending into Asiatic Russia; flowers during 
late summer and autumn, and pollination is by the wind. 

This tall species is often common in ditches and on river banks 
and at one time had some reputation as an antiscorbutic. Its root 
IS large and very astringent and a decoction was made from it 
and was used for washing the mouth. The fruits arc very striking 
with their enlarged sepals bearing a large tubercle in the middle. 
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395 SHEEP’S SORREL 

Rumex acetosella L. ( x i) 

A very acid slender perennial plant; stems reddish or green and 
red; leaves alternate, stalked, narrowly lanceolate to oblanceo- 

late, entire except for 
two spreading lAbes 
(auricles) near the base, 
covered with minute 
wart-like protuber- 
ances; stalks usually 
shorter than the leaf- 
blade; stipules con- 
spicuous, membranous, 
soon splitting up into 
segments; flo>A’ers very 
small, unisexual or 
sometimes bisexual, the 
males (A, x3) usually 
on one plant, the fe- 
males on anothcrCdioe- 
cious), arranged in slen- 
der lax terminal pan- 
icles, tht pedicels in 
little clusters, those of 
the male very slender; 
bracts membranous; 
sepals small, obovate 
or elliptic, glabrous; 
no petals; stamens (B, (6) (in the male) 6, with rather large an- 
thers and very short filaments; female flow^ers with sliortcr stalks 
than the male; ovary (C, x 3) globose with 3 deeply lobed fringc- 
like stigmas; nut (D, x4) enclosed by the inner sepals w'hich do 
not become enlarged as in the closely related species R, acetosa L., 
and the outer sepals remain erect, not reflexed as in the latter 
(family Polygonaceac). 

Tlie flowers of this species are very small and are wind- pollin- 
ated, though sometimes visited by insects, the pollen being caught 
by the fringe-likc stigmas. It is often a very troublesome weed and 
difficult to eradicate As it contains oxalic acid it has been known 
to cause poisoning in stock. 
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ICELAND KOENIGIA 396 

Koem^ia isiandica L ( <i) 

A very small glabrous annual heib with a few fibious roots, stems 
very sjendet, sometimes in tults, up to 4 in long, upper leaves 
opposite, oblong 
to ilmost orbi- 
cular, up to ^ in 
long, fleshy, 
obtuse at the 
apex, sessile or 
nearly so, sti- 
pules (ochrea) 
funnel - shaped, 
membranous, 
flowcis (A N 6) 
in a terminal 
cluster subtend- 
ed by a whoil of 
leaves and some- 
times a few a\il- 
Iai> flowers in 
addition, calyx 
2 -4-par tite 
greenish white, 
segments val- 
\ate, equal, 
petals absent, stamens 4 oi 2 ihernale with the calvx-segments , 
anthers ovoid, on short lilaments ovary (C, S) 1 -locular, with 1 
erect ovule, style 2 l-partitc stigmas capitate, fruit (B, \6) ^ 
small '^-sided nut, seed (O, 8) with i straight cmbi>o in the 

middle ol theendospeim (family PolMmiuictciC} 

A ciiLumboreal species extending south to the Himalayas 1 his 
tmy plant was tirst collected in Britain at 2,300 ft in the 
Isle ol Skye, but its identity was not discovered until several years 
later * Skye is the most southerlv station for the plant in Europe 
Tt was not included in the latest British tioia (sec p xiv ) 
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BUCKWHEAT 

Fagopyrum escu/entum Moench. (Xj) 


Annual herb up to about 2 ft. high; stem little branched, often 
crimson, glabrous; stipules encircling the stem obliquely cupu- 



lar, thin and 
not fringedVith 
bristles; leaves 
alternate, long- 
petiolate, rhom- 
boidovate, sagit- 
tate at the base, 
triangular - acu- 
minate at the 
apex, 2^-3 in. 
long and nearly 
as broad, 5-7 - 
nerved at the 
base, the nerves 
prominently 
looped and 
much branched 
within the mar- 
gfh, minutely 
mealy on the 
nerves; flowers 
(A, B, x4) in 
axillary and ter- 
minal raceme- 
like cymes, often 
densely cluster- 
ed in fruil; se- 
pals 5, pinkish or 
ci cam-coloured. 


obovate; stamens (C, >'4) 8, altcrnaiing with 8 rounded glands; 
anther-loculi short and nearly separate; ovary (D, ^^4) superior, 
3-sidcd, with 3 free styles with globose terminal stigmas; fruit (h, 
x4) a 3-sidcd I -seeded nut, becoming black; seed (F, :;6) with 
much folded cotyledons and with endosperm (family Polygon- 
aceae). 


Cultivated as a farm crop mostly in the eastern counties and 
often found a$ a weed in othei cornfields and waste places. Be- 
sides being a valuable poultry food. Buckwheat is an important 
honey plant, the flowers being rich in nectar. 
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KIDNEY SORREL 34^ 

Oxyria digvna Hill (x j) 

Perennial herb up to 1 ft high; leaves mostly from the base of the 
plant, long-stalked, with large membranous stipules at the base; 
blade transverse- 
ly oblong or kid- 
ney-shaped, up to 
2i in. broad, 1-1 + 
in. long, thin, 
glabrous, with 
about 7 nerves 
spreading from 
the base; flowers 
(A, x4) in a ter- 
minal panicle 
subtended by a 
leaf, the branches 
raceme-like; 
bracts rather 
small and like 
stipules; pedicels 
short and slen- 
der; sepals 4, the 
outer 2 smaller, 
narrow, the inner 
2 obovate, larger, 
stamens 6; ovary 
(B, x4) with 2 
much-divided 
stigmas: ovule 1, 
erect; fruit (C, 
x4) flat, obovate 
and broadly 
winged; seed (D, 
h, >^8) with a 
straight embryo 
in the middle of the endosperm (family Polygomceae), - Synonym 
Oxyria ten if or mis. 

In Britain only on the mountains of northern England and 
Wales and in Scotland ;,.rarc in Eire; flowers m summei ; widely 
distributed in alpine and arctic regions of the i‘K?rthern hemisphere. 

The flowers of this species aie pollinated by the wind, hence the 
muejj^-divided fan-like stigmas which readily catch the pollen. 
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STRAPWORT 

Conigiola fittoralis L. ( X J) 


A h€rb VMth often elongated weak branches, somewhat fleshy; 
stems rounded, glabrous, leaves (A, x 2) alternate, with a pair of 
membranous stipules at the base, sessile, lanceolate, acute, entire, 
dull green and glabrous, flowers (C, x5) crowded towardl the 
ends of the shoots and forming small corymbs rather hjce some 
Crucijerae but with small membranous bracts, stalks as long as 
the flowei-buds, the latter (B x3) conspicuous bv their white- 
margined but otherwise crimson 5 sepals, petals 5, v^hite, not 
divided as in many of the closely related family ( anophyllaceae. 



stamens iD, x6) 5, alternate with the petals and inserted on a 
greenish disk ovary (b 12) globose, 1 ioculai with 1 basal ovule 
suspended on a stalk (F, ^12), nuts enclosed when iipe in the 
persistent calyx (family JlUccbi aceae) 

This IS a veiy rare species, growing on shingly banks of pools 
neai the coast in the south-west of England, flowering in summer 
and autumn The small, white flowers are arranged in crowded 
corymbs and for the most part ’•emain closed The anthers are 
dark violet and thc> open at the side As they project beyond the 
Stigma self-pollination is easy and eflectivc 
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RUPTURE WORT 4i)0 

Herniaria glabra L- ( x i) 

Herb with numerous prostrate radiating branches, rarely quite 
glabrous but at most very mmutely pubescent on the branches and 
leaf-margins; lower leaves (A, xl{) opposite, upper alternate, 
oblanceolate to elliptic, very small, at most i in. long; stipules 
scatious, broad; flowers (B, x5) very small, crowded on lateral 
often leaf-opposed branchlcts, sessile or nearly so; calyx green, 
deeply 5-lol^d, spreading in flower, closing up around the fruit; 
petals absent; stamens 5, alternating with as many bristle-like 



staminodcs (C, / 8), joined with them into a ring at the base; 
anthers 2-loculai; ovary globose, with 2 very small stigmas, 1- 
locular, with 1 erect ovule, fruit enclosed by the calyx, globose, 
1 -seeded; seed (D, E, a 6) black-brovsn, shining, with a horse- 
shoe-shaped embryo surrounding the endosperm (family ///c- 
cebraccae). 

This species is not very appropriately named, for it is rarely 
quite glabrous. Owing to the r^uction of one leaf in each pair of 
the upper leaves the flower-clusters appear to be leaf-opposed; 
grows in sandy places, flowering during summer. 
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#1 WHORLEt) KNOTWEE0 

lllecebrum vetticiUatum L ( X i) 

Small much-branched annual, branches almost thread-like, pros- 
trate and spieading from the base, glabrous, leaves opposite, 
sessile, rounded-obovate, about 5 in diam , glabrous, flowers (A, 
X8) very small, whoiled in the Icaf-axils all along the branches, 
sessile, sepals 5, thick, oblong, white, bonc-hke structures with a 
very sharp tail-hke tip and hooded, the whole much resembling a 
5-valvcd capsule; petals (B, 5, veiy minute, stamens {C, 

Xl5) 5, dlteinating with 5 hlament-hke staminodcs, ovary (D, 



V H) with sessile stigmas seed solitary in the capsule tL, 6) 
enclosed by the ckl>\ and opening at the base by valves (lamily 
lUeubtaccai ) 

Very local in sandy soil and sandy marshes, only in the southern 
counties of 1 ngland, otherwise widely distributed in cential and 
southern Euiopc, north Africa, Madeiia, and the Canaiy Islands 

The silver-white cartilaginous sepals of this species contain aii- 
conductmg tiacheids and they greatly icsemble free carpels such 
as occur in the family Cta^buhtcuie Automatic scll-pollination 
takes place. 

rhe family llleahtcuear is a small one merged by some 
botanists with Cancfphyllacecu The\ arc more highly reduced 
types clearly derived from the same stock as the Cat \ophy llaccae 
the ovary being reduced to one loculus with only one ovule and 
consequcuily a single seed 
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ANNUAL KNAWEL ~it62 

Scleranthus amim L. { x}) 


Very small much-branched annual herb; stems minutely pube- 
scent, becoming pale and straw-coloured; leaves opposite, linear, 
about 1 in. long, united at ^ 


\'i // . 


thef base into a short /i 

membranous tube en- ^ 

circling the stem; flow- 4 ^ ^ 

ers(A,B, X5) very small, 

numerous and crowded 

in small terminal cymes, 

sessile in the repealed 

forks; calyx-tube ovoid, i 

5-lobed, lobes acute, with v a 

narrow thin margins; \ fj" " l^^Wtp'7 

petals absent; stamens 5, //f™ jji , 

alternating with 5 small ij 

staminodes, inserted at 

^the base of the calyx-lobes 

above the superior ovary, f\/AW \i " B\r 

the latter 1 -locular, with |y!l \Ou ^ 

1 basal ovule pendulous /f 'Ts 

from a thread; styles 2, ip W / 

free, stigmas capitate; ( I f | Ip 

fruit (C, v6) closed, \\ Ij jL 

containing 1 seed (D, \\ \jy ^ § 

x6) with much cur- ^ ' K ^ If 

\ed embryo surrounding ^ 

the endosperm (family Ulccchraccap), 

A weed in fields and waste places, flowering all the summer, 
widely distributed in many other countries. 

To those who know' the South African flora, this plant would 


probably recall species of Thesium in the family Siintalaccae. 

A second very rare species is found in Britain, Scleranthus 
perennis L., a perennial plant W'lth blunt calyx-lobes with broad 
white margins, confined to eastern and southern England, flower- 
ing all the summer like 5. mmuts. 
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COMMON ORACHE 
Atriplex patula L. (aggregate) ( x i) 

Annual, very variable in size and leaf-shape, usually brancbedi 
from the base, rather similar to Ckenopodium album (fig* 404). but 

the lower leaves mostly 
opposite; leaves st4t)lc- 
ed, the lower larger 
and more or less trian- 
gular with two spread- 
ing lobes (hastate) to- 
wards the base, the 
upper becoming much 
narrower and some- 
limCvS entire or coarse- 
ly toothed, glabrous or 
m j n ulely mealy-papil- 
lous; flowers unisex- 
ual, the male (A, x2) 
and female (B, /2) on 
the same plant (mono- 
ecious), arranged in 
slender leafy spikes 
forming aWminal pan- 
icle, the females usually 
mixed with the males, 
mostly covered with 
mealy papillae; male 
flowers with 5 ovate- 
triangular entire sepals, 
and 5 stamens opposite 
to them; female flower consisting ol two herbacei>us toothed 
bracts which enlarge in fruit, the lattei (C, >.3i) slightly com- 
pressed, black and hard (family Cliaiopodiuceac). 

Very similar in general appearance to the Cheuopoitium in fig. 
404, but usually less mealy, and always to be distinguished in the 
fioiiting stage. The fruits arc little hard rounded structures and are 
enclosed in tw'o closely appiessed toothed biacis which make the 
clusters look rather prickly. I ike the Chemtpoditnn it is common in 
cultivated and waste ground. ^ 
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GOOSEFOOT, FAT HEN «4 

Chenopodium album L ( \ J ) 

An annual up to 2 ft high, pale green or mealy white, especially 
the flowers and lower surfaces of the leaves, leaves alternate, 
stalked, the lower- 
most more or less 
triangular or almost 
rhomboid, and blunt- 
ly and coarsely 
toothed, gradually 
becoming narrower 
upwaids to almost 
linear and entire, dis- 
tinctly 3-nerved near 
the base, often com- 
pletely covered below 
by rounded whitish 
papillae, flowers (A, 
x3) bisexual, ai- 
ranged in short dense 
axillary spikes and 
forming a leafy spike- 
like panicle at the 
top of the shoot, 
calyx of 5 equal 
rounded lobes, no 
petals, stamens usu- 
ally 5, ovary (B, > 4) 
depressed, styles mostly 3, fruit dcprcssed-globose, blackish, more 
or less covcied by the persistent calyx-lobes, seeds spreading hori- 
7ontally, black, rounded-kidney-shaped, with the embryo forming 
almost a ring around the endosperm (family Chenopodtaceae) 

This is an abundant annual weed to be found on most rubbish- 
heaps It multiplies rapidly by seed and spreads very quickly 
Formerly this plant was used as a potheib and boiled and eaten 
like spinach, by which it has been replaced The leaves are some- 
times completely covered below by a rounded mealy substance, 
which makes the plant eas> to recognize 
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485 SEA BEET 

Beta maritima L, (xi) 

Perennial with a tough narrow carrot-shaped rootslodc; stem and 
branches erect or spreading, coarsely ribbed, glabrous; lower- 
most leaves long-petiolate, more or less triangular, about 5- in. 
long and 3i m. broad, the stem leaves gradually smaller and^b^- 
coming sessile and cuncate at the base, wavy on the margin; 
flowers (A, x3) bisexual, small, and green, sessile, single or clus- 
tered along the spike-like bran^ehcs of a lax bracteate panicle; 
bract below the flower-clusters small and narrow, the lower ones 
larger and leaf-like; calyx green, deeply 5-lobcd, spreading, lobes 



with an incurved lip, persistent and becoming hard and angular or 
prickly in fruit; petals absent; stamens (B, x 8) 5, opposite to the 
calyx-lobes, inserted around the nectar-secreting disk; ovary and 
fruit (C, X 5) partly immersed in the base of the calyx; seed soli- 
tary, horizontal, with the embryo (D, x4) curled around the 
copious endosperm (family Chenopodiaceae), 

Amongst rocks and in muddy sands by the seashore as far 
north as southern Scotland, flowering during summer and autumn. 
The cultivated Beetroot and Mangold Wurzcl are derived from 
this wild species. 
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SEA PURSLANE 4B6 

Obione portulacoides (L.) Moq. ( X^) 

Low much-branched shrublet, branches often creeping and root- 
ing at the nodes, up to li ft. high, densely covered all over with a 
close mealy-scaly indumentum; leaves glaucous green, opposite, 
obltnceolate, narrowed at the base into a short petiole, entire, up 
to 2 in. long and i in. broad, the nerves except the midrib scarcely 
evident; flowers (A, x6) minute, unisexual, numerous in a ter- 
minal panicle, sessile on the branches which bear leafy bracts; 
male flowers with a 5-)obed calyx, no petalh; stamens 5; female 



flowers (C, 8) with 2 flat triangular or oi bicular segments which 

persist and become horny aiound the fruit; ovaiy (B, x9) 
covered with scales (family Chcnopodiaccae) - Synonym Atriplex 
portulacoides L. 

Found near the sea, north as far as the south of Scotland, often 
in salt marshes lust below high water mark. 

Ohione is usually now separated from A triplex because the two 
bracts of the female flower are united nearly to the top and remain 
small m fruit. 
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407 PRICKLY SALTWORT 

Salsola kali L. ( X 4 ) 

Annual with soft fleshy steins up to 14 ft- high, much branched; 
stems solid but soft, marked with green parallel stripes, shortly 

pubescent; leaves alter- 
nate to subopposite, aar-* 
row, flat abo\ e, triangular 
below, thick and fleshy, 
ending in a sharp hard 
point, minutely setulose 
on the margins and keel; 
flowers (A, X 6) small and 
axillary, each with a pair 
of sharp-pointed bracts; 
sepals 5, thin and mem- 
branous, acute; petals 
none; stamens fB, xlO) 
5, anthers attached near 
the middle; ovary (C, 
> 10) glabrous, style 
deeply divided with 2 
branches; ripe fruit enclosed by ilie calyx; embryo of the seed 
spirally coiled, with scarcely any endosperm (faftiily Chettopo- 
diaceae), 

A common coastal species gi owing in sand and salt marshes, 
flowering in summer and autumn; widely distributed in the nor- 
thern hemisphere; It was formerly burned for the use of soap- 
manufacturers, the ashes being known as ‘barilla’. 

Cross-pollination is effected by the wind, the stigma already 
projecting from the flower whilst still in bud, though it remains 
receptive after its own anthers have opened. 

Salsola kali is the only native species, though S. trains L., a 
more erect plant with almost thread-like leaves, occurs now and 
then as an introduction on waste ground There is a form of 5. kali 
with glabrous leaves and stems (var. glabra). Salsola is a genus 
of about forty species distributed from Europe through temperate 
Asia and in North and South Africa. 
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SHRUBBY SEA^BLITE 
Smeda fruticosa Forssk. ( xi) 


408 


A shrubby perennial with numerous ascending herbaceous fleshy 
branchlets, glabrous; leaves alternate, narrowly oblong, thick and 


fleshy, slightly keeled below, 
ahrtbst flat above, bright 
glaucous-green, with a pair 
of small triangular mem- 
branous stipules at tlie base; 
flowers (A, x6) bisexual, 
axillary, solitary, sessile, 
globose; sepals 5, green, 
ovatc-tnangular; no petals; 
stamens(B, x 12) 5, opposite 
the sepals; anthers short and 
very thick, opening at the 
sides; ovary (C, xt2j ses- 
sile, 1-locular, with 1 ovule 
(D, X 12) inserted on a dis- 
tinct stalk and honrontal; 
styles 3, connate at the base 
and bifid at the apex (family • 
Chempodiaceac), 

Grows in sand and in salt 
marshes at the seaside, con- 
fined to the eastern and 
southern coasts of England; 
widely distributed through 
the Mediterranean to cen- 
tral Asia and also m 
America. It is one of the 
plants burned m soutliern 
Europe for the manufacture 
of ‘barilla’, formerly used in 
glass-making. 

There is a second native 
species, 5, mantima (L.) 
Dum., an annual herb with 



acute leaves narrowed to the base. It is more widely distributed 


than S. fruticosa. Suaeda is a genus of about forty species widely 


distributed in the worfd. 
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INDEX TO GENERA IN THE 
TWO VOLUMES 

(The numbers refer to volumes and illustrations) 


Acaena: I, 43 
Acer: I, 198, 199 
Aceras: II, 776 
Achillea* II, 532, 533 
Acorus : II, 742 
Actaea: I, 218 
Adonis. 1, 237 
Adoxa: I, 438 
Aegopodium: II, 480 
Aethusa: 11, 465 
Agnmonia: 1, 36, 37 
Agrostemma: I, 340 
Ajuga: II, 704 
Alchemilla: I, 40, 41 
Alisma: 11, 715 
Alharia: 1, 262 
Allium: II, 745-747 
Alnus: 1, 118 
Althaea: 1, 150 
Alyssum; 1, 292 
Ambrosia* II, 527 
Amelanchicr: 1, 15 
Animi: II, 485 
Amoracia; 1, 291 
Amsinckia: IT, 676 
Anauamptis: II. 772 
AnagalUs: 1, 375, 376 
Anaphalis: 11, 555 
Anchusa: II, 667 
Andromeda: 1, 165 
Anemone: 1, 239, 240 
Angelica: II, 473 
Antennana: II, 556 
Anthemis: II, 528--531 
Anthnscus: Jl, 467 
Anthyllis: I, 49 
Antirrhinum: II, 616 
Aphanes. I, 41 
Apium: II, 482 • 
Aquilegia: I, 2l9 


Arabidopsis: I, 281 
Arabis: 1, 263, 264 
Arbutus: I, 171 
Arctium: 11, 574 
Aiclostaphyl^s: I, 172 
Aremonia; 1, 37 
Aienana: I, 323-325 
Arislolochia : I, 248 
Armena: I, 380 
Arnoseris: 11, 600 
Artemisia. II, 524-526 
Arum: 11, 743 
Asarum: 1, 247 
Asparagus* II, 729 
Asperugo. 11, 660 
Asperula. 1, 203 
Aster: II, 541 
Astragalus: I, 55-57 
Astiantia. II, 457 
Atnplex: I, 403 
Atropa: II, 604 

Baldellia. II, 717 
Ballota: 11, 691 
Barbarea : 1, 276 
BarKsa: 11, 632 
Beilis: 11, 545 
Bcibens: 1, 246 
Beileroa: I 293 
Beta: I, 40^ 

BcluKi: I, il7 
Bidens : II, 507, 508 
Blackstonia: I, 355 
Blysmus: 11, 791 
Borago: II, 675 
Brassica: I, 282 
Brassicella: 1, 286 
Bryonia: 1, 143 
Bunias: 1, 313 
Bunium: II, 446 
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INDEX TO NAMES OF GENERA 


Bupleurum: 11, 442 
Butomus: 11, 710 
Buxus: 1, 104 

Cakile: I, 310 
Calamintha: II, 698 
Calluna: 1, 367 
Caltha: I, 220 
Calystegia: II, 609, 610 
Camelma; 1, 314 * 
Campanula; II, 495-'501 
Capparis: 1, 158 
Capsclla: I, 300 
Cardamme: I, 266-270 
Cardaria: I, 305 
Carduus, II, 560, 561 
Carex: If, 795^09 
Carlina: 11, 569 
Carpinus: I, 119 
Carum; IF, 445, 446 
Caucalis: 11, 459 
Centaurea* II, 570-573 
Centauriiun: I, 361 
Centranthus: 11, 489 
Centunculus; I, 577 
Cephalanthera ; II, 756 
Ccrastium; 1, 330, 331 
Chaerophyllum: II, 47! 
Chamaenerion : 1 1, 4 1 5 
Chamacperidymcnum 1, 96 
Cheiranfiius: I, 271 
Chelidonium: I, 256 
Chenopodium: I, 404 
Chlora: I, 355 

Chiysanthemum; 11, 535-537 
Chrysosplenmtn: 11, 437 
Cicendia; I, 356, 357 
Cichorium; II, 597 
Cicuta: II, 468 
Circaea; II, 417 
Cirsium: II, 563-568 
Claytonia: I, 353, 354 
Clematis: I, 241 
Cliifortia; I, 73 
Clinopodiutn: II, 699 


Cochlearia: 1, 289, 290 
Cocloglossum: U, 769 
Colchicum: 11, 739 
Conium: II, 452 
Conopodium: 11, 483 
ConvalJaria: II, 726 
Convolvulus: II, 608 
Corallorhiza: II, 766 
Coriandrum: II, 469 
Conngia; 1, 312 
Cornus: I, 95 
Coronilla: I, 59 
Coronopus: I. 307 
Corrigiola: 1, 399 
Corydalis: 1, 257 
Corylus. I, 120 
Cotoneaster: I, 7 
Cotula; 11, 538 
Cotyledon' IK 424 
Crambe: 1, 308 
CraUegus: I, 10 
Qrepis: 11, 584- 586 
Cnlhmum* II, 

Crocus: 11, 752 
Cucubalus. K 347 
Cyclamen: I, 373 
Cynoglossum: 11, 672, 673 
Cypeius: 11, 792 
Cypnpedium: II, 755 
Cylisus: I, 46 

Dabeocia: I, 166 
Damasonium* 11, 714 
Danaa. IK 451 
Daphne: I, 130, 131 
Datura: IK 602 
Daucus: II, 462 
Delphinium: I, 222 
Dianthus, 1: 349-352 
Diupensla: I, 182 
Digitalis: II, 630 
Diotis: II, 534 
Diplotajbs: I, 287 
Dipsacus: II, 493 
Doronicum; 11, 520 


472 



INDEX TO NAMES OF GENERA 


Draba: I. 295 
Drosera: 11, 435M41 
Dryas: I, 20 

Ed»i>odorus: II, 717 
Echium; 11, 662 
Elatine: I, 316 
Eleocharis: II, 788 
Empetrum: I, 191 
Epilobium: II, 411-414 
Epimcdium : 1, 244 
Bpipactis: II, 759, 760 
Epipogium: II, 761 
Eranthis: I, 216 
Erica: I, 168, 169 
Erigeron: II, 542, 543 
Eriocaulon: U, 721 
Eriophorum : 11, 789 
Erodium: II, 654 
Erophjla; 1, 296 
Efucaslrum: I, 277 
Eryngium: II, 461 
Erysimum: I, 272 
Euonymus: 1, 192 
Eupatonum; 1, 546 
Euphorbia: I, 156-163 
Euphrasia: II, 631 
Exaculum; 1, 357 

Fagopyrum. I, 397 
Eagus: I, 121 
Falcaria: II, 447 
Ficaria: T, 236 
Filago: II, 552 
FilipenduJa: I, 16, 17 
Focniculum; II, 479 
Fragana: I, 32 
Frangula: 1, 195 
Frankenia: I, 140 
Fraxinus: 1, 201 
Fritillaria: II, 730 
Fumaria: I, 258 

Gagea: II, 733 • 

Galanthus:Ii;748 


Galega: I, 93 
Galeobdolon: II, 689 
GaJcopsis: 11, 705-707 
Galmsoga: I, 509 
Galmm: I, 205-21 1 
Gaullheria: I, 173 
Genista: 1, 44, 45 
Gcntiana: I, 358-360 
Geranium: II, 641-653 
Geum:I. 21f22 
Gladiolus: II, 754 
Glaucmm: I, 254 
Glaux: I, 374 
Gnaphalium: 71, 553, 554 
Goodyeia: tl, 763 
Gymnadenia. II. 768 


Habenaria: II, 769 
Hammarbya 11, 764 
Hcilera: I, 103 
Helianthemum; 1, 128, 129 
Helicborus: I, 215 
Helminthu: II, 589 
Heracleum . II, 484 
Herminium: II, 767 
Hcrniaria: I, 400 
Hcsperis: 1, 261 
Hieiduum: II, 587, 588 
Himantoglossum: II, 771 
Hippocrepis’ I, 60 
Hippophae: I, 197 
Hip puns: II, 420 
Hirschhchha: 1, 285 
Holostcuni I, 332 
Honckenya. I, 325 
Hornungia: 1, 301 
Hottonia: I, 368 
Humulus' 1, 127 
Hutchinsia: 1, 301 
Hydrocharis: II, 711 
Hydrocotyle: II, 477 
Hyoscyamii ' II, 601 
Hypericum: 1, 183-189 
Hypochaens: II, 590, 591. 
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INDEX TO NAMES OF GENERA 


Iberis; I, 302 
Bex: I, 190 
IJJecebrum; I, 401 
ImpaUens: 1I« 656-658 
Inula: II, 547-549 
Iris: II, 753 
Isatis: I, 306 
Isnardia: II, 418 

Jasione: II, 504 « 

Juncus: II, 780-784 
Juniperus: I, 3 

Knautia: II, 491 
Kobresia: II, 794 
Koenigia: I, 396 

Lactuca: IT, 575-577 
Lamium: II, 687-690 
Lapsana: JI, 599 
Lathraea : II, 638 
Lathyrus: I, 71 -77 
Laurocerasus: I, 4 
Lavatera: 1, 149 
Ledum: I, 174 
Legousia: 11, 502 
Leontodon: II, 593-595 
Leonurus: II, 686 
Lepidium: I, 303, 304 
Leucojum: II, 749 
Ligusticum: II, 450 
Ligustnim: I, 200 
Lilium: II, 734 
Limnanthemum- I, 363 
Limonium: 1, 379 
Limosella: II, 621 
Linaria: II, 617-619 
Linnaea: I, 102 
Linum; I, 151, 152 
Liparis: II, 765 
Listera: II, 758 
Lithospcrmum: 11, 663, 664 
Littorella: 1, 384 
Lloydia: II, 732 
Lobelia.: II, 505, 506 


Lobularia: I, 294 
Loiseleuria: I, 170 
Lonicera: I, 101 
Lotus: I, 51-53 
Lupinus: I, 50 
Luzula: H, 779 
Lychnis: I, 336-340 
Lycium: II, 605 
Lycopsis: If, 674 
Lycopus: II, 708 
Lysimachia: I, 364-367 
Lythnim: U, 410 

Mahonia: I, 245 
Maianthemum: 11, 728 
Malaxis: II, 764 
Malcolmia: 1, 260 
Malus: 1, 11 
Malva: 1, 146-148 
Marrubium: II, 695 
Matricaria: II, 521-523 
Mgtthiola : I, 259 
Mcconopsis* I, 255 
Medicago: 1, 83, 84 
Melampyrum- II, 634, 635 
Mehlotus: 1, 80, 81 
Melissa: 11, 700 
Mclittis: 11, 697 
Mentha: II, 678-681 
Menyanthes: I, 362 
Menziesia: 1, 166 
Mercuriahs: I, 154, 155 
Mcrtcnsia: II, 661 
Mespilus: I, 9 
Meum: II, 470 
Microcala: 1, 356, 357 
Mimulus: II, 614, 615 
Monescs: 1, 180 
Monotropa: I, 181 
Montia: I, 354 
Mulgediura: 11, 583 
Muscari : II, 738 
Myosotis! II, 668-671 
Myosurus: 1, 223 1 
Myrica: 1,116 ^ 
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Myriophyllum: II, 419 
Myrrhis: II, 466 

Narcissus: II, 750 
Nagthecium; Tl, 724 
Nasturtium; I, 273 
Neotinea: II, 773 
Neottia: II, 757 
Nepeta: 11, 684, 685 
Nigella: I, 221 
Nuphar: I, 243 
Nyraphaea: I, 242 
Nymphoides; I, 363 

Obione: I, 406 
Oenanthe: U, 453-455 
Oenothera: fl, 416 
Omphalodcs ; II, 677 
Onobrychis: T, 61 
Onoms: I, 78, 79 
Onopoidon; II, 559 
Ophrys. II, 777, 778 
Orchis: II, 774, 775 
Origanum; 11, 683 
Ornithogalum: II, 737 
Ornitbopus: I, 58 
Orobanche; II, 637 
Oianthus: II, 534 
Oxahs; H, 655 
Oxycoccus: I, 177 
Oxyria: 1. 398 
Oxytropis; I, 57 

Padus: I, 5 
Paeonia: I, 214 
Papaver. I, 249^252 
Parietaria: I, 124 
Pans: II, 722 
Parnassia; II, 436 
Pastinaca: II, 476 
Pedicularis: II, 633 
Pephs: II, 409 
Petasites: II, 510 
Pctroselinum ; 11, 444 
Peucedanum: 11, 475 


Phyllodoce: I, 164 
Phyteuma: II, 503 
Picns: 11, 592 
Pjlea: I, 124 
Pimpinella: II. 472, 481 
Pinguicula: II, 639 
Pinus; I, 2 
Plantago; I, 381-383 
PJatanthera: II, 770 
Polcmoniuray; II, 659 
Polycarpon: I, 335 
Polygala: 1, 142 
Polygonatum; II, 727 
Polygonum: I, 385-391 
Populus; I, 105, 106 
Potamogeton : II, 720 
Potentilla; I, 23-31 
Poterium: I, 39 
Prtmula : I, 370-372 
Prunella: II, 696 
Piunus: I, 6 
Pulicana: II, 550, 551 
Pulmonaria: II, 665 
Pulsatilla: 1, 239 
Pyrola: 1, 178, 179 
Pyrus. I, 11-14 


Qucrcus: I, 122 


Radiola; I, 153 
Ranunculus: 1, 224-235 
Raphanus: I, 309 
Rapistrum: I, 31 1 
Reseda: I, 315 
Rhamnus: 1, 196 
Rhinanthus: IJ, 636 
Rhynchosinapis; I, 286 
Rliyncbospora : II, 790 
Ribes; I, 94 
Roemeiia: 1, 255 
Ronppa: I, 274, 275 
Rosa: I, 33 k- 35 
Rubia : I, 212 
Rubus: 1, 18, 19 
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Rumex: I, 392-395 
Ruscus: II, 740 

Sagina: I, 317-322 
Sagittaria; 11, 716 
Salix : I, 107-115 
Saisota: J, 407 
Salvia: IT, 709 
Sambucus: I, 97, 98 
Samolus: 1, 378 » 

Sanguisorba: 1, 38 
Sanicula: II, 458 
Saponana : I, 348 
Saussurea: II, 562 
Saxiftaga: II. 425 435 
Scabiosa: II. 492 
Scandix: 11, 464 
Scheuchzena: II, 718 
Schoenus: H. 793 
Scilla: II, 73S, 736 
Scirpus: II, 785-787 
Scleranthus: I, 402 
Scorzonera: li, 596 
Scrophulana : II, 613 
ScutellaTia: II, 701, 702 
Sedum- II, 422, 423 
Selinum: II, 474 
ScmpcrvivuiTj : II, 421 
Senebiera : 1, 307 
Senecio; II, 512 519 
SerratuJa: II, 557 
Seseli: II, 460 
Shcrardia: I, 204 
Sibbaldia: 1. 31 
Sibthorpia. Jl, 620 
Silauni; II, 463 
Silaus: II, 463 
Silene: I, 341-346 
Silybum: II, 558 
Simethis: II, 725 
Sinapis: I, 283, 284 
Sison: II, 448 
Sisymbrium: J, 278-280 
Sisyrinchium : II, 751 
Slum: II, 449 


Smymium: II, 478 
Solanum: II, 606, 607 
Soltdago: II, 544 
Sonchus: II, 579-582 
Sorbus: I, 12-14 
Sparganium: II, 744 
Spergula: I, 333 
Spergularia: 1, 334 
Spiraea: 1, 42 
Spiranthes: II, 672 
Sfachys: II, 692-694 
StelJaria: I, 326-329 
Stratiotcs: II, 713 
Suaeda: 1, 408 
Subularia: I, 288 
Succisa: II, 490 
Symphytum: 11, 666 


Tamarix: I, 141 
Tamus: II, 741 
Tiyiacetum: II, 539 
Taraxacum: II, 5711 
Taxus. I, 1 
Teesdalia: I, 299 
Tcliagonolobiis: 1, 54 
Teucrium: II, 703 
Thalictrum' J, 238 
Thesium: 1, 194 
Thlaspi: I, 297, 298 
Thymus* II, 682 
Tiha: I, 144, 145 
Tofieldia: II, 723 
Toidylium: II, 456 
Toriljs: IJ, 459 
Tragopogon: 11, 598 
TrientaJis* I, 369 
Tiifolium: 1, 85-92 
Tnglochin: IT, 719 
Trigonella: I, 82 
Trinia: II, 472 
Trollius: I, 217 
Tuhpa: Ti, 731 
Turntis: I, 265 
Tussilago: II, 5U " 
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Uloc: I, 47, 48 
Ulmus: I, 123 
Umbilicus: 11, 424 
Uttica: I, 125, 126 
Uljiculam. 11, 640 

Vacciniuin: f, 175* 176 
Valeriana: II, 486, 487 
Valenanella* II, 488 
Valhsnetia: II, 712 
Verbascum’ II, 611, 612 
Verbena: J, 213 


Veronica : II, 622-4529 
Viburnum: I, 99, 100 
Vicia: I, 62-70 
Villaisia* 1, 363 
Vmca : 1, 202 
VioU* I, 132-139 
Viscum; I, 193 


Wahlenbergia: II, 494 


Xanthium. II, 540 
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Acaena: I, 43 
Aconite, Winter: T, 216 
Agrimony, Common; 1, 36 
Agrimony, Fragrant:,!, 37 
Agrimony, Hemp: II, 546 
Alder: I, m 
Alder, Black: I, 195 
Alder, Buckthorn: 1, 195 
Alexanders: II, 478 
Alison, Small: I, 292 
All-seed: h 153 
All-seed, Foui-leavcd; !, 335 
Almond-leaved Willow: I, 108 
Alsikc Clover: I, 86 
Alyssum, Sweet; I, 294 
Amclanchier, Tree, I, 15 
Ammi, large- II, 485 
Amsmekia, Inter mediate; II, 676 
Andromeda, Marsh: f, 165 
Anemone, Wood : 1, 240 
Angelica, Wild: II» 473 
Archangel, Yellow: 'll, 689 
Argentine Thistle: II, 559 
Anowgrass, Marsh: II, 719 
Airowhead: II, 716 
Artemisia, Norwegian* II, 526 
Artillery Plant: I, 124 
Asarabacca ; I, 247 
Ash: I, 201 
Asparagus: II, 729 
Aspen: I, 105 
Asphodel, Bog: II, 724 
Asphodel, Scottish; JI, 723 
Aster, Sea: II, 541 
Astrantia, Large; II, 457 
Autumn Crocus: II, 739 
Autumnal Crocus: H, 752 
Avens, Common: I, 21 
Avens, Mountain: I, 20 


Avens, Water: I, 22 
Awlwort: I, 288 
Axseed: I, 59 
Ax wort; I, 59 
A 2 !tilea: I, 170 

Bachelor’s Buttons: II, 491 
Bald-Money; II, 470 
Balm: II, 700 
Balm, Bastard: II, 697 
Balsam, Small-flowered: II, 658 
Banebeiry: I, 218 
Bank Thistle: II, 561 
Barberry: L 246 
Bairen Strawberry: I, 26 
Barrenwort, Alpine* f, 244 
Ba^sia. Red: 11, 692 
Basil, Wild: II, 699 
Bastard Balm: 11, 697 
Bastard Pimpernel: I, 377 
Bastard Toadflax: I, 194 
Bay Willow. I, 107 
Beak-edge, White: II, 790 
Bearberry, Red* I, 172 
Bedstraw, Erect: I, 206 
Bedstiaw, Great Hedge: T, 207 
Bedstraw, Lady’s; I, 209 
Bedstraw, Marsh: I, 210 
Bedstraw, Swamp: 1, 205 
Beech: I, 121 
Bee Orchid: II, 778 
Beetroot: I, 405 
Beet, Sea: 1, 405 
Bell-flower, Clustered: If, 501 
Bell-flower, Creeping: II, 500 
Bell-flower, Ivy-Icavcd : II, 494 
Bell Heather: 1, 169 
Bcriy-bearing Chickweed ; I, 347 
Berleroa, Hoary: L*293 
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Betony, Wood: II, 694 
Bilberry: 1, 175 
Bindweed; II, 608 
Bindweed, Black: 1, 389 
Bindweed, Sea: II, 610 
Bindweed, White: II. 609 
Birch, Silver: I. 117 
Bird Cherry; 1, 5 
Bird’s Eye: II, 622 
Bird’s-eye Primrose: I, 370 
Bird’s-foot: I, 58 
Birdvfoot Fenugreek: 1, 82 
Bird’s-foot Trefoil: I, 51 
Bird’s-foot Trefoil. Marsh ; 1. 52 
Bird’s-foot Trefoil, Slcndei : 1, 53 
Bird’s Nest Orchid: II. 757 
Bird’s-nest, Yellow: I, 181 
Birthwort: I, 248 
Bishop's Weed: 11, 480 
Bistort: I, 390 
Bitter Candytuft: 1, 302 
Bittercress, Bulbiferous: I, 270 
Bittercress, Flexuous: I, 267 
BcUercress, Hairy: 1, 268 
Bittei cress, Laige: I, 269 
Bittersweet; II, 607 
Bitlerweed: II, 527 
Black Alder: 1, 195 
Black Bryony: II. 741 
Black Horehound: II, 691 
Black Medick: 1, 84 
Black Mullein: 11, 612 
Black Mustard: 1. 282 
Black Nightshade: 11, 606 
Black Pea- 1. 77 
Black-soap: II, 491 
Bladder Campion : I, 345 
Bladder Seed: If. 451 
Bladder-wort: I£, 640 
Blessed Thistle: II, 558 
Bloody Crane’s Bill: II, 641 
Bluebell, English: II. 736 
Bluebell, Scotch: U, 4^5 
Blueberry: 1, k75 
BljipboUle: It, 573 


Blue-buttons; II, 491 
Blue-eyed Crass: II, 751 
Blue-eyed Mary : II, 677 
Blue Phyllodoce: I. 164 
Blysmus, Flattened; 11, 791 
Bog-Myrtle: I, 116 
Bog Pimpernel ■ I, 376 
Bog-Rush, Black: 11, 793 
Borage: II, 675 
Box: I, 104* 

Brandy Bottle: J, 243 
Bristly Sen pus: II, 78b 
Brookweed: I, 378 
Broom: 1, 46 

Btoonuape, Greaiei : II, 637 
Bryony, Black* 11, 741 
Biyony, White: I, 143 
Buckbean: I, 362 
Buck Thistle. II, 561 
Buckthorn: I, 196 
Buckthoin, Alder* I, 193 
Buckthorn, Sea. I, 197 
Buckwheat: I, 397 
Bugle, Common: II, 704 
Bugloss’ II, 674 
Bullock's Beard -11, 421 
Bulrush. II, 785 
Bunias, Eastern: I. 313 
Burdock, Lesser: 11. 574 
Bur-Mangold, Nodding: II, 507 
Bur Maiigold, Fhree-lobcd: 11,508 
Burnet Rose : I, 33 
Bui net Saxihage : II, 481 
Bui-Reetl Simple : 11, 744 
Burweed. II, 540 
Butcher’s Broom: 11, 740 
Butterbur; II, 510 
Buttercup, Bulbous: 1, 224 
Buttercup, Celery-leaved: 1, 228 
Buttercup, Com. I, 233 
Buttercup, Cieeping- 1, 229 
Buttercup, Hairy: I, 231 
Buttercup, Small-flowered : I, 232 
Butterfly Orchid, Greater: II, 770 
Butterwort, Common: II, 639 
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Cabbage, Tall Wallflower: 1, 286 
Calamint, Field: II, 698 
CalTs Snout; II, 616 
Campanula, Broad-leaved; II, 498 
Campanula, Nettle-leaved ; 11. 499 
Campanula, Spreading: 11, 496 
Campton, Bladder : 1, 345 
Campion, Red: 1, 377 
Campion, Sea: I, 346 
Campion, White: 1, 136 
Candytuft, Bitter: I, 302 
Caper Spurge: I, 158 
Caraway: IT, 445 
Carex, Beaked : 11, 799 
Carex, Sand: II, 806 
Carline Thistle: II, 806 
Carnation Grass: II, 795 
Carrot, Wild: II, 462 
Catchfly, English . I, 342 
Catchfly, Nighlflowcrmg: I, 341 
Catmint: II, 684 
Cat’s Ear: II, 556, 590 
Catchfly, Spanish : I, 343 
Celandine, Greater: I, 256 
Celandine, Lesser: I, 236 
Centaurea, Star-Thistle: II, 571 
Centaury; I, 361 
Chalfweed: 1, 377 
Chamomile, Common: II, 528 
Chamomile, Corn; II, 531 
Chamomile, Fetid: 11, 530 
Chamomile, Ray less: 11, 522 
Chamomile, Wild: U, 523 
Chamomile, Yellow. 11, 529 
Charlock ; I, 284 
Cheddar Pink ; I, 351 
Chequers: I, 14 
Cherry Laurel: 1, 4 
Cherry. Wild: T, 8 
Chervil, Rough: 11, 471 
Chickweed: 1, 326 
Chick weed, Berry-bearing: 1, 347 
Chickweed, Field: I, 331 
Chickweed, Motise-ear: 1, 330 
Chicory; H, 597 


Chives: II, 747 
Cicendia, Thread-hke: I, 356 
Cinquefoil, Creeping: 1, 28 
Cinquefoil, Marsh: 1, 30 
Cinquefoil, Shrubby: 1, 23 « 

Cinquefoil, Silvery-leaved: I, 24 
Clary: II, 709 
Claytonia, Siberian: I, 353 
Cleavers: I, 208 
Clpd-weed: II, 552 
Clotbur, Thorny: II, 540 
Clotwecd: IJ, 540 
Cloudberry: 1, 19 
Clover, AKike: 1, 86 
Clover, Dutch: I, 89 
Clover, Hare's-foot: I, 92 
Clover, Hop: I, 91 
Clover. Meadow: J, 87 
Clover, Red: I, 90 
Clover, Soft Knotted: I, 85 
Clover, Strawberry; 1, 88 
Clover, White: 1, 89 
Clover, Zigzag: 1, 87 
Codlins-and-Cream : II, 411 
Coltsfoot: IT, 511 
Columbine: I, 219 
Comfrey : II, 666 
Coral Root: II, 766 
Coral Root, Spurred: H, 761 
Coriander: II, 469 
Corn Cockle. L 340 
Corn Parsley: II, 444 
Corn Rattle, Common: II, 636 
Cornel, Dwarf: I, 96 
Cornflower: 11, 573 
Cornsalad: II, 488 
Corydahs, Climbing: I, 257 
Coloneastcr, Entire-leaved: I, 7 
Cotton Grass; JI, 789 
Cotton Thistle: II, 559 
Cotton Weed; II. 555 
Cotula, Coronopus-leaved : JT, 538 
Cowbane:*!!, 468 
Cowberry: I, 176 ^ 

Cow Parsnip: II, 4^1 
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Cow^ip: I, 372 
Cow-^heat, Common: II, 635 
Cow^wheat, Purple: 11, 634 
Cmb Apple: I, II 
Cmck Willow: I, 112 
Cranberry: 1, 177 
Crane’s Bill, Bloody: II, 641 
Crane’s Bill, Cut-leaved: II, 65) 
Crane’s BUI, Dove’s-foot: II, 653 
Crane's Bill, Long-stalked 11, 650 
Crane’s Bill, Mountain* 11, 6^ 
Crane’s Bill, Round-leaved 11, 649 
Crane’s Bill, Shining, IL 648 
Crane's BUI, Small-floweied* 11, 
652 

Crane’s BiU* Wood. 11, 647 
Creeping Jenny: 1, 366 
Creeping Thistle* IT, 565 
Creeping Willow: I, 115 
Crepis, Marsh: II, 584 * 

Crepis, Smooth, II, 586 
Cress, Creeping Yellow 1, 27^ 
Cress, Field ■ I, 304 
Cress, Hoary: I, 305 
Cress, Shepherd’s* 1, 299 
Cress, Smith’s: T, 303 
Cress, Wall: I, 281 
Cress, Wart: 1, 307 
Crocus, Autumn: II, 739 
Crocus, Autumnal: II, 752 
Cross-leaved Heath: 1, 168 
Crosswort: I, 21 1 
Crowberry* I, 191 
Crowfoot, Ivy-Ieaved: I, 234 
Crowfoot, Meadow* I, 225 
Crown Vetch. 1, 59 
Cuckoo Flower. J, 266 
Cuckoo Pint. 11, 743 
Cudweed. 11, 552 
Cudweed, Heath. II, 554 
Cudweed, Marsh: II, 553 


Cudweed, Wood: II, 554 
Cursed Crowfoot: I, 228 
Cyperus, Lono: II, 792 
^ 1 Spurge: 1, 161 


Daffodil: II, 750 
Daffy-down-dUIy: II, 750 
Daisy : II, 545 
Daisy, Dog: II, 536 
Daisy, Ox-eye: II, 536 
Dame’s Violet: J, 261 
Dandelion: 11, 578 
Deadly Nightshade: II, 604 
Dead Man’s Bells * II, 630 
Dead Nettl« U, 687 
Dead Nettle, : II, 688 
Dead Nettle, Spoded: 11, 690 
Deer's Grass: 11, 787 
Deer’s Haii * II, 787 
Dense-flowered Orchid: H, 773 
Deptford Pink* I, 349 
Devil’s Apple: II, 602 
Devil’s Bn: 11, 490 
Devil's Paint Brush II, 587 
Diapensia, Lapland: I, 182 
Dindle: H. 582 
Dock, Broad-leaved. I, 393 
Dock, Sharp* I, 392 
Dock, Water: J, 394 
Oog-Ddisy: 11, 536 
Dog Rose* I, 34 
Dog Thistle* II, 561 
Dog’s Meicury I, 154 
Dog's Mercury, Annual. I, 155 
Dog Violet* 1, 134 
Dogwood* I, 95 
Down- weed; II, 552 
Drabd, Hoaiy; 1, 295 
Dropwori I, J 6 
Dutch Clover: 1, 89 
Dwarf Bay: I, 130 
Dwarf Cornel: I, 96 
Dwarf Elder: I, 98 
Dwarf Mallow: 1, 146 
Dwarf Willow: 1, 115 
Dyer’s Greenweed. L 45 
Dyer’s Mignonette. I, 31S 

Eared Willow: 1, 113 
Earthnut: II, 446, 483 
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Earth-nut Pea: I, 72 
Elder: 1. 97 
Elder, Dane's: 1, 98 
Elder, Dwarf: f, 98 
Elecampane: 11, 548 
Elm, Wych: 1, 123 
Enchanter's Nightshade: II, 417 
English Catchfly: I, 342 
Brigeroo, Canadian: 11, 543 
Evening Primrose: li; 416 
Evergreen Alkanet: II, 667 
Everlasting, Mountain: If, 556 
Everlasting, Pearly: II, 555 
Exaculum, Tiny; 1, 357 
Eyebright: II, 631 

Falcaiia, Common: 11, 447 

Fat Hen: I, 404 

Fen Orchid: 11, 765 

Fennel: 11,479 

Feverfew; II, 535 

Field Cress: I, 304 

Field Madder: I, 204 

Field Woodrush: 11, 779 

Figwort: II, 613 

Flag, Sweet: 11, 742 

Flag, Yellow: II, 753 

Flax, Pale: I, 151 

Flax, Purging' I, 152 

Fleabane; 11, 542 

Fleabane, Greater: If, 551 

Fleabane, Lesser: 11, 550 

Flea Sedge: 11, 800 

Flixweed : I, 280 

Flora's Paint-brush: 11, 587 

Fly Orchid: 11, 777 

Fool's Parsley: 11, 465 

Fool's Watercress: 11, 482 

Forget-me-not, Creeping: H, 669 

Forget-me-not, Early: II, 671 

Forget-me-not, Water: II, 668 

Four-leaved All-seed: 1, 335 

Foxglove: II, 630 

Fragrant Orchid: 11, 768 

French Erucastrum: 1, 277 


French Lilac: I, 93 
Frog Orchid: II, 769 
Frogbit: II, 711 
Fuller’s Teasel : U, 493 
Fumitory: 1, 258 

Garlic Mustard: I. 262 
Gean: I, 8 

Gentian, Autumn: I, 360 
Gfntian, Field : I, 359 
Gentian, Marsh. I, 358 
Gentian, Meadow: 11, 646 
Geranium, Pencilled: If, 645 
Geranium, Purple: II, 643 
Germander Speedwell: II, 622 
Gilhtlower: I, 259 
Gipsy wort: II, 708 
Gladiolus: 11, 754 
Globe-flower: 1, 217 
Goafs Beard Salsify: H, 598 
Goat's Rue: 1, 93 
Gc^denrod’ II, 544 
Ciolden Samphire: 1 1, 547 
Gold of Pleasure: 1, 314 
Cioldilocks: 1, 230 
Goosefoot: 1, 404 
Gooseberry, Wild: 1, 94 
Goosegrass; 1, 208 
Gorsc: 1, 47 
Gorse, Dwarf : I, 48 
Go-to-bed-at-noon; II, 598 
Goutweed; II, 480 
Grape Hyacinth; II, 738 
Grape, Oregon: 1, 245 
Grape, Rocky Mountain; 

245 

Grass-leaved Pea : I, 73 
Grass of Parnassus: II, 436 
Great Miiilem: II, 611 
Great Sallow Willow; I, 109 
Great Spearwort; I, 227 
Greater Celandine: I, 256 
Grey Popfar: I, 106 
Grey Willow: I, IH 
Gnm-thc-Collier:lf, 587 
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Griping Tree: 1, 14 
Oromwell: II, 663 
Gtomwell, Com: II, 664 
Ground Ivy: II, 685 
Gfcjundsel: II, 516 
Groundsel, Sticky: H, 518 
Guelder Rose: 1, 100 
Gutweed: II, 582 

Hairy Spurge: I, 156 
Hairy Vetch: I, 65 • 

Hammarbya, Marsh: II, 764 
Hardheads: II. 572 
Harebell: II. 495 
Hare’s Ear: I, 312 
Hare’s-foot Clover: I, 92 
Hare’s-foot Trefoil : 1, 92 
Hawkbit: II, 593 
Hawkbit, Autumn: II, 594 
Hawkbit, Hairy-hcaded. JI, 695 
Hawksbeard, Beaked: II, 585 
Hawk weed, Mouse-ear: 11, 588 
H a wkweed, Orange-flowered : ^ 1 
587 

Hawthorn: I, 10 
Hazel-nut: 1, 119 
Heartsease: I, 138 
Heath, Cross-leaved: I, 168 
Heath, Rush: II, 784 
Heath, St Dabeoc's: I, 166 
Heath, Sea: I, 140 
Heather, Bell: I, 169 
Heather, Scotch: I, 167 
Heckberry: I, 5 
Hedge Mustard: 1, 278 
Hedge Parsley: II, 459 
Hedge Stachys: II, 692 
Hedge Stone Parsley : II, 448 
Hellebore, Stinking: I, 215 
Hellebonne, Clustered: II, 759 
HelJeborine, Marsh: II, 760 
Hellebonne, Violet: 11, 759 
Hclleboiine, White: II,«756 
Hemlock: II, 452 
Hqgilock, Wait&r: II. 468 


Hemlock- wort: II, 455 
Hemp Agrimony: II, 546 
Hemp Nettle: 11, 705 
Hemp Nettle, Large-flowered : II, 

706 

Hemp Nettle, Nai row-leaved: II, 

707 

Henbane: IT, 601 
Herb Bennett: 1, 21 
Herb Christopher: I, 218 
Herb Gerara: II, 480 
Herb Impious: 11, 552 
Herb Paris: II, 722 
Herb Robert: II. 642 
Herb St Barbara: I, 276 
Her be k Poux; II, 527 
Hcrbe Sardonique* I, 228 
Hirschfieldia, Hoary : I, 285 
Hog’s Fennel. Marsh ; II, 475 
Hogwood : II, 484, 527, 582 
Holly: 1, 190 
Holly, Sea: U, 461 
Holosteuni, Umbellate, I, 332 
Holy Thistle; 11, 558 
Hone-wort 11, 472 
IIonc>suckle: I, 101 
Hop: 1, 127 
Hop Clover: T, 91 
Hop Trefoil. L 91 
Hoiehound, Black II, 691 
Horehound, White: 11, 695 
Hornbeam: I, 120 
Horned Poppy: 1, 254 
Horse Mint: IJ, 679 
Horse Rad.sh: L 291 
Hoise-sho. Vetch: I, 60 
Hound’s Tongue: 11, 672 
Hound’s Tongue, Green-leaved: 
Jl, 673 

Houscleek ; IT. 421 
Hunger-weed: I, 233 

Iceland K«''enigia: I, 396 
Indian Pos> ; II, 555 
Isnardia, Marsh: 11, 418 
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Ivy: I. 103 

Ivy-leaved Crowfoot; 1, 234 

Jacob's Ladder; 11, 659 
Jerusalem Cowslip: II, 665 
Jumping Jack: IT, 656 
Juniper: I, 3 
Jupiter’s Beard: II, 421 
Jupiter’s Eye: 11, 421 

Kale, Sea: I, 308 * 

Keck: II, 467 
Kew Weed: II, 509 
Kidney Sorrel: I, 398 
Kidney Vetch: I, 49 
Knapweed: 11, 572 
Knapweed, Greater: II, 570 
Knawet, Annual : I, 402 
Knoiberry; 1, 19 
Knotgrass: I, 388 
Knotted Pcarlwort : I, 317 
Knotweed : 1, 388 
Knot weed, Whorled: I, 401 
Knowtbciry: 1, 19 
Kobresia, Carex-like: II, 794 
Koenigia, Iceland : I, 396 
Kranichbecre: 1. 19 

Lady-never-fade- 11, 555 
Lady's Bedstraw: I, 209 
Lady's Cushion: II, 491 
Lady’s Fingers: I, 49 
Lady’s Mantle: I, 40 
Lady’s Slipper: II, 755 
Lady's Smock : I, 266 
Ladies’-tobacco: II, 555 
Ladies’ Tresses, Autumn: II, 762 
Ladies’ Tresses, Creeping; II, 763 
Lamb’s Lettuce: II, 488 
Lamb’s Succory: II, 600 
Larkspur: I, 222 
Laurel, Spurge: 1, 131 
Lavatera, Sea: L 149 
Ledum, Marsh: 1, 174 
Leek, Triquetrous; II, 746 


Leopard’s Bjine; 11, 520 
Lesser Celandine: 1, 236 
Lettuce, Prickly: II, 577 
Lettuce, Wall: II, 575 
Lettuce, Wild : II, 576 
Life-everlasting: II, 555 
Lilac: L 201 
Lily, Martagon: II, 734 
Lily of the Valley: IT. 726 
Lime, Small-leaved: i, 145 
Lfme-Tree: I, 144 
Ling: I. 167 
Lizard Orchid: II, 771 
Lloydia, Mountain: II, 732 
Lobelia, Acrid: 11, 505 
Lobelia. Water ; II, 506 
Loiseleuria, Trailing: I, 170 
Loosestrife, Dotted ; I, 367 
Loosestrife, Purple; IT, 410 
Loosestrife, Yellow: 1, 365 
I ords and Ladies: II, 743 
Lousewort, Marsh: II, 633 
Lepage: II, 450 ♦ 

Love m a mist: I, 221 
Lungwort: II, 665 
Lupin, Noolka: I, 50 
Lychnis, Alpine: I, 339 

Madder: I, 2J2 
Madder, Field: I, 204 
Madworl: II, 660 
Maiden Pink ; I, 350 
Malcolmia, Maritime: J, 260 
Mallow, Common: I. 147 
Mallow, Dwarf: I, 146 
Mallow, Marsh: I, 150 
Mallow, Musk: I, 148 
Mangold Wurzel: 1. 405 
Man Orchid: II, 776 
Maple: J, 198 
Marestail; II, 420 
Mangold, Corn: II, 537 
Marjoram: II, 683 
Marsh Andromeda: 1, 165 
Marsh Ledum: I,*W4 
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Mardi Mallow: 1, 150 
M[ar$h Marigold: f, 220 
Mai^b Stadtys: II, 693 
Marsh Thi$tle: 566 
My^h^wort: II, 482 
Martagon Lily: U, 734 
Matricary, Scentless: II, 521 
May Lily: IT, 728 
Meadow Clover: I, 87 
Meadow Pea. T, 71 
Meadow Rue, Yellow* I, 238 
Meadow Saffron; 11, 739 
Meadow-sweet: I, 17 
Meadow Thistle: II, 568 
Mealy Primrose: I, 370 
Medick, Black : I, 84 
Medick, Toothed: L ^3 
Melancholy Thistle; IL 567 
Mclilot, Common* I, 80 
Mehlot, White* I, 81 • 

Mezereon: L 130 
Mignonette, Dyer's* I, 315 
Milfoil: IL 532 
Military Orchis IL 775 
Milk Parsley. If, 474, 475 
Milk Thistle: II, 558 
Milk Thistle, Our Lady’s: II, 558 
Milk Vetch: L 55 
Milkwort: J, 142 
Milkwort, Sea: 1, 374 
Mint, Horse: 11, 679 
Mint, Tali Red: IL 680 
Mint, Wafer: IL 681 
Missionary Weed . H, 587 
Mistletoe: L 193 
Molfcbeere: I, 19 
Moneywort: 11, 620 
Monkey Flower: 11, 615 
Montia, Perfoliate: 1, 354 
Moonshine: 11, 555 
Mort aux Vaches: I. 228 
Moschatel: 11, 438 
Moss Campion; I, 344# 
Motherwort: 11, 686 
Mjl^ntain Aah^ 1, 13 


Mountain Avens: I, 20 
Mountain Everlasting: IT, 556 
Mountain Meadow Seseh: 11,460 
Mouse-ear: Chickwc^d. I, 330 
Mou&etdil: I, 223 
Mudv\ort: II, 621 
Mugwort: 11, 525 
Mullein, Black: 11, 612 
Mullein, Great: 11, 6! I 
Multbeere. I, 19 
Musk: II, 6f4 
Musk Mallow ; 1, 148 
Musk Orchid: IL 767 
Musk Thistle: 11, 561 
Mustaid, Black. 1, 282 
Mustard, Gaihc. I, 262 
Mustaid, Hedge: 1, 278 
Mustaid, Sand: I, 287 
Mustard, Tower: I, 265 
Mustaid, Treacle* I, 272 
Mustard, Tumbling. I, 279 
Mustard, Wall: I, 287 
Mustard, White: 1, 283 
Mustard, Wild: I, 284 
M>osotis, field. II, 6/0 

Naked I adies. II, 739 
Nap-at-noon * 11, 598 
Nasturtium, Wild. I, 27^ 
Navel-woil* IL 42 T 
Needle Furze: I, 44 
Nettle. Dead: 11, 687 
Nettle, Stinging: I, 126 
NetUe, Small Stinging: I, 125 
Nightfloweiing Catchfly: 1, 341 
Nightshac*?. Black. IL 606 
Nightshade, Deadly: 11, 604 
Nipplewort: II, 599 
Nonc-so-pretty: 11, 555 
Nonsuch: I, 84 
Noontide. JI, 598 
Nut. Hazel; I, 119 

Oak, Pedunculate: I, 122 
Oak, Sessile; 1, 122 
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Oat Thistle: II, 559 

Old Man’s Beard: I, 241 

Old Owl: n. 552 

Olive: 1, 201 

Opium Poppy : I, 252 

Orache: I, 403 

Orchids: II, 755 

Orchis, Military : II, 775 

Orchis, Spotted: II, 774 

Oregon Grape: I, 245 

Osier: I, 110 

Otanthus: II, 534 

Our Lady’s Milk Thistle: IT, 558 

Ox-eye-Daisy: II, 536 

Ox-tongue: IL 589 

Oxytropis, Yellow I, 57 

Oyster-leaf: 11, 661 

Paeony Coral: 1,214 
Pansy, Mountain: I, 133 
Parsley, Com: IL 444 
Parsley, Fool’s: If, 465 
Parsley, Hedge: Cl, 459 
Parsley, Hedge Stone* II, 448 
Parsley, Milk: II, 474, 475 
Parsley Picrt: 1, 41 
Parsley, Wild: II, 467 
Parsnip, Cow: II, 484 
Parsnip, Wild: II, 476 
Pasque Flowei : 1, 239 
Pea, Black: J, 77 
Pea, Earth-nut: I, 72 
Pea, Grass-leaved: 1, 73 
Pea, Meadow. 1, 71 
Pea, Sea: I, 74 
Pea, Tuberous: I, 72 
Pea. Wood: I, 75 
Pfeachwort* I, 385 
Pearl wort, Annual: I, 319 
PearlwoU, Apetalous: I, 319 
Pearlwort, Fringed: 1, 320 
Pearlwort, Heath: 1, 322 
Pearlwort, Knotted: I, 317 
Pearlwort, Procumbent: I, 318 
Pearlwort, Sea: I, 321 


Pearly Everlasting: II, 555 
Pedunculate Oak: 1. 122 
Pellitory, Wall: I, 124 
Penny Cress, Alpine: I, 297 
Penny Cress, Field : I, 298 ^ 

Penny-wort: II, 424 
Penny-wort, Marsh: II, 477 
i^eppermmt: II, 678 
t^epper Saxifrage: II, 463 
Pepperwort: I, 304 
P^iwinkle: I, 202 
Petty Spurge: I, 159 
Petty Whin: I, 44 
Pheasant’s Eye: I, 237 
Pliyllodoce, Blue: I, 164 
Pickpurse: 1, 333 
Picris, Hawkweed: II, 592 
Pignut: 11, 446, 483 
Pilewort: 1, 236 
Pimpernel, Bastard: I, 377 
Pimpernel, Bog* I, 376 
Pimpernel, Scarlet: I, 375 
PinSpernel, Wood: f, 364 
Pimpernel, Yellow: I, 364 
Pimpinel: II, 481 
Pink, Cheddar: I, 351 
Pink, Deptford : 1, 349 
Pink, Maiden: 1, 350 
Pink, Proliferous: I, 352 
Pipewort: II, 721 
Plane Tree: I, 199 
Plantain: I, 381 
Plantain, Buckshorn: I, 383 
Plantain, Sea: I, 382 
Ploughmen’s Spikenard: II, 549 
Policeman's Helmet: II, 656 
Polygonum, Floating: I, 387 
Polygonum, Viviparous: I, 391 
Pond weed. Broad-leaved: II, 720 
Poor-man’s Weatherglass: I, 375 
Poplar, Giey: I, 106 
Poplar, White*. I, 106 
Pt>ppy» Fwld : I, 249 
Poppy, Horned: I, 254 
Poppy, Long-headSd: I, ,251 « 
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Popf^y^ Opium: I, 252 
Poppy, Pale: I, 250 
P6ppy, Sea: I, 254 
Poppy, Violet homed: I, 255 
Poppy, Welsh: 1, 253 
Portland Spurge: I, 162 
Potentilla, Erect: I. 26 
potentilla. Strawberry-leaved : 1, 27 
Poverty-weed: U, 555 
Prickly Saltwort: I, 407 
Primrose: 1, 371 * 

Primrose, Bird’s-eye* 1, 370 
Primrose, Evening: IJ, 416 
Primrose, Mealy: 1, 370 
Privet: I, 200 
Proliferous Pink : I, 352 
Purging Flax: I, 152 
Purslane, Sea: 1, 325, 406 
Purslane, Water: ll, 40^ 
Pyramidal Orchid : II, 772 • 

Queen Ann’s Thrissel: II, 561 
Queen Mary’s Thistle: II, 559 
Quidwort: If, 552 

Radish, Wild: I, 309 

Radix Christophoridoae: I, 218 

Ragged Robin: I, 338 

Ragweed: II, 527 

Ragwort: II, 512 

Ragwort, Bioad-leaved: II, 519 

Ragwort, Hoary: II, 517 

Ragwort, Marsh: 11, 513 

Ragwort, Oxford: II, 514 

Rampion 11, 497 

Rampion, Round-hcadecl : If, 503 

Ramsons: II, 745 

Rapistrum. Rugose: 1, 311 

Raspberry: I, 18 

Red Bcai berry: I, 172 

Red Clover: 1, 90 

Red Daisy: II, 587 

Red Dead Nettle: 11, 688 

Red-shanks; 1,^85 

Rcijjlnarrow;!, 79 


Rest-harrow, Spiny: 1* 78 
RockcrCsSs, Alpme: I, 264 
Rockcicss, Hairy: I, 263 
Rocket, Sea: 1, 310 
Rock Hutchinsia: J, 301 
Rock Rose: I, 128 
Rock Rose, White: I, 129 
Rocky Mountain Grape: I, 245 
Roebuck-berry: 1, 19 
Roman Woi^nwood: II, 527 
Rose Bay: 11, 415 
Rose, Gueldei : 1, 100 
Rose, Rock: 1, 128 
Rosemary: 11, 582 
Round-headed Rampion: IT, 503 
Rowan: J, 13 
Rugose Rapistrum: J, 311 
Rupture Wort : I, 400 
Rush, Common: II, 781 
Rush, Floweiing: 11, 710 
Rush, Heath. II, 784 
Rush, Jointed: II, 782 
Rush, Lcsser-jomted : II, 783 
Rush, Marsh Club. IL 788 
Rush, Toad: II, 780 

Sage, Wood: II, 703 
Sainfoin: T, 61 
St Dabeoc’s Heath: I, 166 
St John’s Wort: I, 183 
St John's Wort, Creeping; I, 185 
St John s Wort, Hairy: J, 188 
StJohn's Wort, Imperforate : f , 1 87 
SI John’s Wort, Marsh : 1, 189 
St John’s Wort, Upright: 1, 184 
Salad Buruet: 1, 39 
Salad Burnet, Greater* I, 38 
Salal: 1, 173 
Sallow-thorn: I, 197 
Salsify, Goat’s Beard. If, 598 
Saltwort, Prickly: I, 407 
Samphire: 11, 443 
Samphiie, Golden: II, 547 
Sand Mustard : I, 287 
Sandwort, Three-nerved: 1« 323 
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Sandwort) Thyme-leaved: I, 324 
Sanicle,Wood:U. 458 
Sarricttc: 11* 527 
Sauhsurea, Alpine . II, 562 
Saw-wort ; U, 557 
Saxifrage* Alpine: Jl, 427 
Saxifrage* Brook: II, 429 
Saxifrage* Burnet: 11* 481 
Saxifrage* Cut-leaved . 11, 426 
Saxifrage, Drooping^ If, 430 
Saxifrage, Golden: JI, 437 
Saxifrage, Marsh II, 431 
Saxifrage, Meadow . 11, 434 
Saxifrage, Mossy: II, 426 
Saxifrage, Pepper: 11, 463 
Saxifrage, Purple: II, 435 
Saxifrage, Rue-leaved’ 11, 433 
Saxifrage, Star' II, 428 
Saxifrage, Tufted. II, 425 
Saxifrage, Yellow Mountain IL 
432 

Scabious, Field. II, 491 
Scabious, Small. II, 492 
Scabndge. II, 491 
Scarlet Pimpernel. I, 375 
Schcllbcere’ 1. 19 
Scheuch7eiia, Marsb: II, 718 
Scirpus, Bristly: II, 786 
Scor/oncia, Low. IL 5% 

Scotch Bluebell: JI, 495 
Scotch Heather: i, 167 
Scotch Rose. I, 33 
Scotch Thistle: II, 559 
Scots Fir: 1, 2 
Scots Pine; 1* 2 
Scurvy Grass; 1, 289 
Scurvy Grass, English’ I, 290 
Sea Beet. I, 405 
Sea-Bhte, Shrubby: L 408 
Sea-Buckthorn: L 197 
Sea Campion. L 346 
Sea Heath: 1, 140 
Sea Holly: II, 461 
Sea Kale: 1, 30$ 

Sea Lavender: I, 379 


" Sea Milkwort: I, 374 
Sea Pea: I, 74 
Sea Poppy: I, 254 
Sea Purslane: I, 325, 406 
Sea Rocket - 1, 310 
Sea Thrift: 1, 380 
Sedge, Black : II, 798 
‘Sedge, Distant: II, 803 
Sedge, Flabby: 11, 804 
Sedge. Flea. 11, 800 
Sedge, Hairy: II, 801 
Sedge, Marsh: 11, 802 
Sedge. Oval: II, 807 
Sedge, Panicled* II, 797 
Sedge, Pendulous: 11, 805 
Sedge, Pnckly. II, 809 
Sedge, Remote: JI, 808 
Sedge, Wood. II, 796 
SclI-heal: II, 696 
Sendtio, Wood: 11, 515 
Service Tree. 1. 14 
Se^li, Mountain Meadow 11, 460 
ScsMle Oak; 1, 122* 

Shallon. 1, 173 
Sheep’s Bit* II, 504 
Sheep’s Sorrel 1, 395 
Shepherd’s Cress: I, 299 
Shepherd's Needle IJ, 464 
Shepheid’s Puise 1, 300 
Shore weed. I, 384 
Shunis* 11, 450 
Sibbald’s Potentilla. 1, 31 
Siberian Cla>tonia I, 353 
Silver Bn ch 1,117 
Silver-button: JI, 555 
Silver-Jeaf: H, 555 
Silvei Thistle: 11, 559 
Sliver Weed- I, 29 
Simcthis, Flat-leaved' IJ, 725 
Slum, Lesser. 11, 449 
Skullcap. IL 702 
Skullcap, Lesser: 11, 701 
Sleep-at-Wfoon: II, 598 
Sloe: I, 6 ^ 

Smart-weed: L 3S6* 
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Cress: 1, 303 
Sneakers Head: 11, 730 
Snakeweed: 1, 390 
Sncczewort Yarrow: II, 533 
Snowdrop: II, 748 
^wflake: II, 749 
Soapwort: 1, 348 
Soft Ki!K>tted Clover: I, 85 
Solomon*$ Seal: 11, 727 
Soo-before-the-Father: 11, 552^ 

Sorrel, Kidney: I, 

Sorrel, Wood: 11, 655 
Sowbread: J, 373 
Sowthistte, Bloe: II, 583 
Sowthistle, Common: II, 580 
Sowthistle, Cora: II, 582 
Sowthistle, Marsh: II, 581 
Sowthistle, Pnckly: 11, 579 
Spanish Catchfly : I, 343 
Spear Thistle* 11, 564 • 

Spearwort: J, 226 
Spearwort, Great: I, 227 ^ 

Speedwell, Brook-lime. Jl, 629 
Speedwell, Common: If, 624 
Speedwell, Field. 11, 627 
Speedwell, Germandei . II, 622 
Speedwell, Ivy-leaved. II, 628 
Speedwell, Marsh: II, 623 
Speedwell, Thyme-leaved . II, 625 
Speedwell, Wall: 11, 626 
Spignel: H, 470 

Spikenard, Ploughman’s. II, 549 
Spindle Tree: 1, 192 
Spiny Rest-harrow: 1, 78 
Spiraea, Willow-leaved : I, 42 
Spotted Dog; 11, 665 
Spotted Orchis: 11, 774 
Spring Vetch: I, 68 
Spurge, Caper: I, 158 
Spurge, Cypress: 1, 161 
Spurge, Dwarf: I, 160 
Spurge. Hairy: I, 156 
Spurge Laurel: 1, 131 * 

Spurge Olive :J[, 130 
Sip,e, Pen/: 1. 159 


Spurge, Portland: 1, 162 
Spurge, Sun: 1, 157 
Spurge, Wood: I, 163 
Spurry; I, 33 
Spuny, Sand: I, 334 
Squdl, Spring: II, 735 
Stachys, Hedge* If, 692 
Stachys, Maish* II, 693 
Star Damasonium. II. 714 
StarofBetWehem-lI, 737 
Star of Bethlehem, Yellow. 11, 733 
Starwort, Great* I, 328 
Stinging Nettle : I, 126 
Stinking Hellebore: I, 215 
Stitchwort, Greater. 1. 328 
Stitchwort, Heath . J, 327 
Stitchwort, Water: 1, 329 
Stock: I. 259 

Stonecrop, English* II, 422 
Stonecrop, Golden: II, 423 
Stonewort : II, 472 
StoikVbiU: 11, 654 
Strapwort: I, 399 
Strawberry, Barren; 1, 26 
Strawberry Clover: I, 88 
Strawberry Tree; I, 171 
Strawberry, Wild: I, 32 
Succory, Lamb’s: II, 600 
Succory, Swine’s: II, 600 
Sundew : IL 439 
Sundew, English: II, 440 
Sundew, Long-leaved: !!» 441 
Sun Spurge: 1, 157 
Sweet Alywum: J, 294 
Sweet Briar. 1, 35 
Sweet Cicely : 11, 466 
Sweet Flag: II, 742 
Swme-thistle : il, 582 
Swine’s Succory; 11, 600 
Sycamore: 1, 199 

Tamarisk* 1. 141 
Tansy il, 539 
Tea Plant: II, 605 
Teak Tree: 1, 213 
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Teasel, Fuller’s: II. 493 
Thistle. Bank: 11. 561 
Thistle. Blessed: 11, 558 
Thistle, Buck; 11, 561 
Thistle, Carline: 11, 569 
Thistle, Catton: IJ, 559 
Thistle, Creeping: n, 565 
Thistle. Dog: 11, 561 
Thistle, Holy: 11, 558 
Thistle, Marsh: 11, 566 
Thistle, Meadow: 11, 568 
Thistle, Melancholy: II, 567 
Thistle, Milk: 11, 558 
Thistle, Musk: H, 561 
Thistle, Oat : II, 559 
Thistle, Queen Mary’s; II, 559 
Tliistle, Scotch: II, 559 
Thistle, Silver: JI, 559 
Thistle, Slender-headed: II, 560 
Thistle, Spear: 11, 564 
Thistle, Stemless; II, 563 
Thorn Apple: IJ, 602 
Thorn Apple, Entuc-lcaved: 11, 
603 

Thorny Clotbur: 11, 540 
Thrift, Sea: T, 380 
Throat wort: 11, 498 * 
Thyme^lcavcd Sandwort: I, 324 
Thyme, Wild: II, 682 
Toadflax, Bastard: I, 194 
Toad Flax. Creeping: 11, 618 
Toad Flax, Ivy-leaved: II, 619 
Toad Flax, Yellow: II, 617 
Toad Rush: 11, 780 
Tom Thumbs, Wild- I, 54 
Toothed Medick: 1, 83 
Toothwon: 11, 638 
Tordylium, Greater: 11, 456 
Torfbeere: I, 19 
TormmtU, Trailing: 1. 25 
Touch-me-not: 11. 657 
Tower Mustard: 1, 265 
Traveller’s Joy: 1, 241 
Treacle Mustard: 1, 272 
Tree Sow-thistle: II, 582 


Trefoil, Hare’s-foot: I. 92 
Trefoil, Hop: I, 91 
TnentaJc: I, 369 
Tuberous Pea: I, 72 
Tufted Vetch: I, 64 
Tulip. Wild: II. 731 
Tumbling Mustard: 1. 279 
Tulsan; 1, 186 

Twayblade, Common: 11, 758 
Twin-flower: I, 102 

Valerian: 11, 487 
Valerian, Pyrenean: U, 486 
Valerian, Red: II. 489 
Vallisncria, Coiled: II, 712 
Venus’ Comb: U, 464 
Venus’ Looking Glass: II. 502 
Vervain: 1, 213 
Vetch, Bith 3 mian : 1, 70 
Vetch, Bitter: J, 67 
Vetch, Bush: I, 66 
Ve^ch, Common: 1^63 
Vetch, Crown* J, 59 
Vetch, Four-seeded: I. 69 
Vetch, Hairy: 1, 65 
Vetch, Hedge: I, 66 
Vetch, Horse-shoe: 1, 60 
Vetch, Kidney : T, 49 
Vetch, Narrow-leaved: J, 70 
Vetch, Spring: 1, 68 
Vetch, Tufted- I. 63 
Vetch, Wood: 1, 62 
Vetch, Yellow: 1, 76 
Violet, Dane’s: I, 261 
Violet, Dog: 1, 134 
Violet, Hairy: I, 135 
Violet Horned Poppy: I, 255 
Violet, Marsh: I, 139 
Violet, Sweet: I, 137 
Violet, Water: 1, 368 
Violet, Wood: 1, 132, 136 
Viper’s Bi^loss: II, 662 

Wall Cress: I, 281, 
Wallflower: I, 271 * 
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Wallflower Mustard: I, 272 
W^l Mustard: I, 287 
Wall PcHitory: I, 124 
Wart Cress: 1, 307 
Water Avens: I, 22 
Watercress, Iceland: I, 275 
Watercress, Tctraploid: 1, 273 
Water Crowfoot, Lenormand’s; I, 
235 

Water Dropwort: 11, 455 « 

Water Dropwort, Parsley; 11, 453 
Water Dropwort, 1 ubular : II, 454 
Water Hemlock: II, 4fl8 
Water-lily, Fringed: I, 363 
Water-lily, White: 1, 242 
Water-lily, Yellow: I, 243 
Water-milfoil, Spicatc: IJ, 419 
Waterpepper: I, 386 
Water Plantain: II. 715 
Water Plantain, Lesser: II, ?17 
Water Pai*slane: 11. 409 
Water Rocket: 1, 274 • 

Water Soldier: IL 713 
Water Violet : I, 368 
Waterwort: 1, 316 
Wayfaring Tree: I, 99 
Weasel’s Snout: II, 616 
Welcome Home Husband: 11,421 
Welsh Poppy ; I, 253 
White Beam; I, 12 
White Bryony; 143 
White Clover: I, 89 
White Horehound: II, 695 
White Mustard: I, 283 
White Poplar; I, 106 
White Willow:!. Ill 
Whitlow-grass; 1, 296 
Whitlow-grass, Yellow: T, 295 
Whitlow-grass, Rock: f, 295 
Whitlow-grass, Wall; I, 295 
Whortleberry: I, 175 


Wild Gooseberry: I, 94 
Wild Radish; I, 309 
Wild Thyme: II, 682 
Wild Tom Thumbs: I, 54 
Willow, Almond-leaved: I, 108 
Willow, Bay: I, 107 
Willow, Crack: I, 112 
Willow, aeeping: 1, 115 
Willow, Dwarf: 1, 115 
Willow, Eased: 1, 113 
Willow, Great Sallow: 1, 109 
Willow, Grey: I, 114 
Willow, White: I, 111 
Willow-herb, Great: II, 411 
Willow-herb, Hoary: II, 414 
Willow-herb, Marsh: II, 413 
Willow-herb, Mountain: 11, 412 
Winter Aconite: 1, 216 
Wintei cress: I, 276 
Wintergreen, Larger* T, 179 
Wintergreen, One-flowered , 1, 180 
Wintergreen, Small: 1, 178 
Woad: I, 306 
Woodbine: I, 101 
Woodruff: I, 203 
Wormseed Mustard: I, 272 
Wormwood: II, 524 
Wych Elm: I, 123 

Yarrow: II, 532 
Yanow, Snee/cwort: II, 533 
Yellow Archangel : II, 689 
Yellow Bird’s-nest: 1, 181 
Yellow Flag: 11, 753 
Yellow Loosestrife: J, 365 
Yellow Toad Flax: 11, 617 
Yellow Vetch: 1, 76 
Yellow-woit: I, 355 
Yew. 1, I 

Zigzag Clover; I, 87 
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